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Abstract

The word “’Other’’ is a usual word for people in order to define their identity and to
find their place in the world.? From the antiquity until today the term “‘orherness’’
most of the times has been used stereotypically and means not only the different but
also the inferior.®> This human behaviour has affected scientists who try to find the
reasons of this human attitude.* This thesis is focused on the perception of the
Scythians in the Greek historiography. My research has based on the ancient texts
during 5"- 3" centuries BC. Moreover, | have used many books and scientific papers
which engaged with the role of the Scythians in the Greek historiography. The Greeks
and the Scythians came closer when the Greeks settled the Black Sea area during the
archaic period. As a result, the Greek colonization to the Black Sea area, especially for
the north part, was a game of mixed cultures.” In the case of the North Black sea area,
Greeks of Olbia and Scythians had to establish connecting bonds each other.® They had
to develop diplomatic, security and trade relations.” The problem which came up, was
that the Scythians understood the Greeks of Olbia as Greeks, whereas the Greeks of
mainland and especially the Athenians considered the Greeks of Olbia as people more
connected to the Scythians.® Therefore, the cultural interaction between the Scythians
and the Greeks was unique and it was influenced by the certain area of the Black Sea.
the contact between these two peoples was perplexing.® As a result, the ancient Greek
authors write for the different customs of the native people of the Black Sea area.™
Moreover, some authors named these indigenous people as barbarians, whereas
archaeological findings testified that Black Sea area was not a place in which the
barbarians and the Greeks met.** The Black Sea region was an area which created a

mixture of cultures.*?
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Introduction

The aim of this is essay is to document the Scythian references in ancient texts
between the 5™ and 3™ centuries BC. We note that the majority of scholars dealing
with the Scythian — Greek relations focus on the 5t century, while the 4" and
3" centuries could be researched more in depth. Thus, this research covers all three

centuries.

The motivation for this project was also an opportunity to gain insights into the special
relationship between the Scythians and the Greeks. The first objective of the research
is to understand what made the connection between the Scythians and the Greeks so
special. The second objective is to prove that the Scythians represented ‘‘the image of
the Other’’ for the Greeks. The term “* image of the Other’” means that the Scythians

were portrayed as the completely different persons from the Greeks.

It is interesting to examine why the Scythians and Greeks interacted with each other
and why the ancient Greek authors wrote for them. The Greeks and the Scythians met
at the valley of the river Dnieper."® The Scythians were nomadic people who lived in
the north Black Sea area. The relationship between the ancient cities of the Black Sea
and the Greeks begun when the Greeks established their colonies in the shores of the
Black Sea area. When the Greeks decided to establish new colonies, they checked the
area where they would move.* Before the colonization process the Greeks did some
research or trade journeys in order to be familiarized with the area where they would
settle.’® Still, the place which they met in the Black Sea area was unwelcomed and
very different from the Aegean Sea.’” Black Sea considered being an area in the end
of the ancient world.*® However, the Black Sea area was abundant in in products like

timber, wheat, slaves and fishes which the Greeks desired.'® During the 7" and the 6"

13 Bylkova 2005, 13
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centuries the Greeks established their colonies in the Black Sea region.?’ Apollonia,
Mesembria, Odessus, Callatis, Tomis, Istria, Olbia and Chrersonesus.?* Inside the
hinterland of the Pontic region lived the locals who were influenced by the arrival of
the Greek colonists.?? These people were the Thracians, Getae, Sarmatians, Scythians,

Maeotians and the Colchians.?® They were connected each other.?*

There is no unanimous opinion among the scholars about the reasons of the Greek
colonization.”® In general during the 7 century BC the colonization was necessarily
due to (stenokhoria) limited land and the lack of food supplies.”® Furthermore, the
Greeks colonized the Black Sea area because they seek for goods.? These goods were
metals from the South-eastern part of the Black Sea region, grain from the North,
slaves from the north and the east, timber from the south, cattle and fish.?® In addition,
some colonists decide to settle in the Black Sea area because they were political

refugees.”

Nevertheless, the exact period of installation of the Greeks in the Black Sea area
remains in question.*® The colonization process faced three stages.> During the first
one, the Greek colonies must have been established around 8" to 6™centuries BC, but
for this stage there is lack of archaeological evidence.*® During 8" century the first
Greeks who reached the Black Sea area established their trading posts.*® The first
Greek colony in the area if Black Sea region considered to be Taganrog which

assumed to be found approximately in the middle of the 7n century BC.** Moreover,
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the colonization process took place later, during 600-480 BC in the area of Strait

Kerch.®® The second stage was the Miletian colonization during the 6" century BC.*

Literature Review

The bibliography towards the issue of the Scythians is enormous. There are many
scholars who have touched upon the theme of the interaction between the Scythians
and the Greeks.

Macan in his book Herodotus Il gave a lucid interpretation of Herodotus. Although
this book is old (it is written in 1895) , | found its analysis very helpful for my
research. Bury in his paper analyzes the chronicle of the European expedition of
Darius invasion to Thrace and Scythia. In his paper “’The European expedition of
Darius’’CAH (11,) underlined the reasons facts and the events which took place during
the expedition of Darius against the Scythians. He also analyzes the issue of the
cultural relations between the Scythians, the lonians and the Persians. | found this
paper very helpful for my research because Bury quoted his statements with the
Herodotean texts. Kullmer in his book Die Historiaides Hellanikos von Lesbos
analyzed interesting interpretations for Hellanikos fragments. It is very interesting and
useful regarding this thesis because Hellanikos wrote about Scythians and expressed
certain statements. Minns had wrote one of the most important books for the Black Sea
region Scythians and Greeks. A survey of ancient history and archaeology on the north
coast of Euxine. Although it is an old book, still it is necessary for every researcher
who studies about the Black Sea area. Minns touched upon the main archaeological
and historical issues of the North Black Sea region. Rostowzew in Skythien und der
Bosporen, included many texts of Russian scholars which are presented in German
language. Moreover, Rostowzew presents many pictures of Scythian and Steppe art.
The book of Jakoby, ’Griechische Historiker’’ covers many fragments of ancient
Greek historians which were helpful for this thesis, especially for the historical clues of
the 4™ and the 3™ century BC. Especially, for the depiction of Scythians, a very
illustrative book is Bacon’s ‘ 'Barbarians in Greek tragedy’’. Bacon underlines the role

of tragedy in the creation of the term barbarian in the Greek mind. Moreover, Bacon

*Vinogradov 1997, 14
% Hojte 2008, 152
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presents the ways that the ancient tragedians used their texts in order to criticize the
political situation of Athens. As far as the Greek colonization is concerned, the book of
Boardman ‘’the Greeks overseas’ offers a very detailed description of the Greek
colony movements to the north, south, east and west. The interaction between the
Scythians and the Greeks during the Archaic period is analyzed by Weiler in his paper
“Greek and Non-Greek World in the Archaic Period, GRBS. He shows the beginning
of Graeco-Scythian relations. Regarding the depiction of the Scythians in Aristophanes
comedies, Dover’s book ‘* Aristophanes Comedy’’ presents the political situation of
Athens during the 5™ and 4™ centuries. Dover interprets the Aristophanean comments
on Scythians. Aristophanes mocks Scythians several times and presents them as
inferior people. The contradiction issue of Herodotus visit to Black Sea area discusses
O.Kimball-Armayor “’Did Herodotus ever go to the Black Sea, Harvard Studies in
Classical Philology Vol. 82°°. This paper underlines detailed the issue if Herodotus
went to the Black Sea area through the Herodotean © 'Histories’’. As far as the issue
that the Scythians were the “’images of the Other’’ in antiquity , Edward’s Said book
“’Orientalism’’ analyzes in depth the discource of Orientalism. The main argument of
Said is that “°West’’ has created a certain attitude towards the East. Moreover, Said
examines this idea from the antiquity until the 19™ century AD. Continuing with the
issue barbarians and Greeks, Vlassopoulos in his book  Greeks and Barbarians,
presents how Greeks pointed the feeling of superiority which Greeks had over the
barbarians. Vlassopoulos’ main argument is that the Greek interaction over the
between the Greeks and the non -Greeks. He examines also the change of the Athenian
attitude after the Peloponnesian war. Moreover, he analyzes in detail the Darius
invasion to Scythia. Another very important theme is the role of wine as a sign which
Characterized the barbarians and the Greeks. Lissarrague <’ The aesthetics of the Greek
banquet: Images of wine and ritual’’, underlines the fact, that the ancient Greeks
believed that the people who drink neat wine were barbarians. Herodotus in his fourth
book admires the Scythians because the defeated the Scythians. The invasion of Darius
to Scythia is observed by Georges, Darius in Scythia AJAH. Many scholars have stated
that the first ancient text which expressed clearly the differentiation between the
barbarians and the Greeks was Aeschylus Persians. Goldhill’s paper Battle Narrative
and Politics in Aeschylus Persae, JHS outlined the world of politics in Athens during
5" century BC.



11

This thesis was based on Herodotus. The most detailed historical interpretation of
Herodotus ¢’Histories’’ is Francois Hartog’s book ‘'The mirror of Herodotus. The
representation of the other in the writing of history’’ deals with the 4" book of
Herodotus (Melpomeni). Hartog analyzes the Herodotean chapters which refer to the
Scythians and their customs in a relation to their burials, their family life, their
sacrifices and their interaction with the Amazons. He also explains how Herodotus
perceives the difference between the Greeks and the Other and the way that he and his
readers understand the difference. Concerning the 4th century BC, Gardiner-Garden’s
paper Ateas and Theopompus, JHS 1989, is a lucid paper which analyzed the struggle
between the Scythian king Ateas and the Macedonian king Philip the 1l in 342 BC. It is
important because this paper includes fragments of Theopompus which present the
historical facts. One of the most noteworthy scholars of the Black Sea region is
Vinogradov. In his book The political History of the Olbian Polis in the 7" -1°
centuries BC. A Historian and Epigraphic Investigations, Vinogradov examined the
interaction of Scythian and the Greeks in the settlement of Olbia from the 7th BC until
the 1st century BC. In Olbia the Greeks and the Scythians exchanged not only goods,
but also culture, ideas and customs. The theme of the Greeks and the barbarians was
analyzed in depth by tragedy. Hall in her book Inventing the Barbarian, offers a
detailed analysis of the Greek perception towards the barbarians. Hall examines the
images which the ancient tragedians used in order to define the non-Greek, barbarian
world. Tsetskhladze in his article Greek Penetration of the Black Sea in the book “*The
Archaeology of Greek colonization’’ analyzes the theme of the Greek colonization in
the Black Sea area. He analyzes through the archaeological findings which prove the
interactions between the ancient Greeks and the Scythians. Ascherson in his book The
Black Sea. The Birthplace of civilization and Barbarism offers a general view of the
ancient sources which referred to the interaction between the Greeks and the non-
Greeks in the region of the Black Sea. Moreover, Ascherson’s book analyzes in a
philosophical way how the Greeks and barbarians co-existence. Vinogradov’s
contribution in the research of the Black Sea region is huge, in his Pontische Studien.
Kleine Schriften zur Geschichte und Epigraphik des Schwarzmeerraumes analyzes his
main interests of archaeology, history and epigraphy for the whole Black Sea area. A
complete volume of archaeologists is Ancient Greek Colonies in the Black Sea 2 (2
vols.). The archaeologists who write in these volumes present their findings on several

coasts of the Black Sea area. As it had been already been said, Olbia was the main
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colony of the Black Sea region, where Greeks and the Scythians met. Classical Olbia
and the Scythian World form the Sixth century BC to the Second century AD collected
several chapters which consider the progress of archaeology in Olbia. Moreover, this
book includes the situation of Olbia under the early Roman Empire. Continuing with
the importance of Olbia in the Black Sea area, Osborne in Reciprocal Strategies:
Imperialism, Barbarism and Trade in archaic and Classical Olbia Meetings of cultures
in the Black Sea Region: between conflict and coexistence, analyzes the story of Scyles
in Herodotus. Furthermore, Osborne examines the issue of the Olbia Greekness. The
Olbians implied the political structure of other Greek cities. The following book is
devoted to subject of trade and production in the northern Aegean. Rutishauser in A
dark wine in the wine-dark sea: production, trade and Athenian policy in the northern
Aegean in Revenue des etudes anciennes, concerns relations between Greeks the
citizens of Black Sea region and the indigenous inhabitants of the Black Sea region.
He analyzes the trade links which existed between the Aegean islands and the Black

Sea region.

A very lucid explanation about who were the Greeks during Archaic and Classical
period analyzed by Simon Hornblower in Greek Identity in the Archaic and Classical
Periods, Culture, Identity and Ethnicity from Antiquity to Modernity. Hornblower
examines the Greek identity, i.e. what did identity mean for the Greeks? Hornblower
concludes that for the ancient historians considered that Greeks were the people who

share common gender, religion and language.

Braund in his paper Scythian Laughter, which is included in Meetings of cultures in
the Black Sea Region: between conflict and coexistence focus on people like
Anacharsis and states that these stories were used by the Greeks in order to show
which customs where Greeks and which were barbarian. The next book is a
commentary on Thucydides, Hornblower A commentary on Thucydides, Vol. I and II.
Hornblower writes the most detailed commentary on Thucydides passages.
Hornblower adds in his volumes except of historical data, philological, archaeological,

literary and economic.

The following paper concerns the position of the Black Sea area in the ancient world.
Manoledakis in H 8éon tov Ev&evov tov T1ovtov oty dkpn Tov yvootod KOGHOL Kol

ol TPATEG EMAPES TV EAMVOV e TV TEPLoyn COUPOVO UE TIG TPOULEG LOPTUPIES
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Tov wbev, EAnvikd (58) writes that the ancient Greeks believed that the Black Sea
area was the end of the world. Thus, Manoledakis based on the myths which connected
the ancient Greeks with the indigenous people of the Black Sea region in order to
explain the interaction between the Greeks and the autochthonous people. Regarding
Scythians, Bouzek writes that the Scythians were dividing into tribes. In his paper
«Scythian Tribes", 2008, Eyxvkiomaidosia Meilovos EAinviouod, Ev&ewvog Ilovtog,
Bouzek writes also for the archaeological findings which defined the settlements of the
Scythians. Bouzek in his Attic of fifth and fourth centuries BC and Art of the
Cimmerian Bosporus in Solovyov L.S. (ed.) BAR International Series (2000),
analyzes the issue of Greek interaction with the Greeks who lived in the Blakc Sea
colonies. Bouzek examines in depth the cultural exchange between the Athenians, the
Greeks of Bosporus and the Scythians. Petersen also in Kurgan Burials from
Nymphaion-a new approach, Black Sea Studies vol.8, states his conclusions regarding
the archaeological findings of kurgan burials of Nymphaion. The paper of Petersen

explained the significance of the kurgans in a more social-political context.

The following paper is devoted to representation of Massagetae in Greek literary
sources. Xydopoulos, in Defining identities in the Black Sea region: The case of the
Massagetae in Greek literary sources’’, Egnatia 14, examines the case of Massagetae
as a barbarian tribe who lived in the Black Sea area. Massagetae as the Scythians were
not categorize as Greeks. The next paper returns to the difficult problem of the
representation of the Other is ancient times. Gruen in his book, Rethinking the Other in
Antiquity, focused on opinions which expressed in several ancient authors such as
Aeschylus, Herodotus, Xenophon and Aristophanes. The goal of Gruen is to explore
how the ancient sources present the “’Other’’ i.e. the non- Greek people who lived in

the Black Sea area.

The next paper deals with the interpretation of Herodotus on the funeral of Scythian
kings. Ivantchik in his paper The funeral of Skythian King: The Historical Reality and
the Description of Herodotus (4.71-72) The barbarians of Ancient Europe, concludes
that the findings of excavations of Scythians burials in the northern Black Sea area
confirms that Herodotus text is reliable. Mayor A., Colarusso J., Saunders D., Making
Sense of Nonsense Inscriptions associated with Amazons and Scythians on Athenian
vases, discusses the linguistic role of non- Greek words in several inscriptions

connected with the several tribes who inhabited the Black Sea area.
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The next book returns to the issue of Greek colonization in the Black Sea area.
Maslennikov in Ot Apyoior Elinves oto fopeio Edcervo Ilovio writes for the
colonization process in the Black Sea region. Furthermore, he analyzes the
contradictions towards the issue of the exact date in which ancient Greeks inhabited
the Black Sea area. Wine was one of the trade links which connect the Greeks
colonists and the Scythians. Porucznik in The image of a drunken Scythian in Greek
tradition, ESJ discusses the reason why wine played an important role in the Scythian
life. Moreover, she explains the reason why through the use of wine by the Scythians,
the Greeks categorized Scythians as barbarians. Thus, this paper sets the issue of how
the Greeks always drunk wine unmixed with water and the Scythians drunk neat wine.

This custom made them barbarians.

The following paper is devoted to Scythian archers who lived in Athens during the 5™
century BC. Braund in his paper Scythian Archers, Athenian Democracy and a
Fragmentary Inscription from Erthyrae in Anticnyi mir - Vizantija. K 70, analyzes the
representation and the role of Scythians in the Athenian democracy through an
inscription which was found in Erthyrae. He gives a new perspective to clarify how the
Athenian perceived the Scythians slaves who lives next to them. Theopompus of Chios
was one of the most important historians of the fourth century BC. Flower in his
Theopompus of Chios. History and Rhetoric in the fourth Century BC, offers carefully
look at the context of fragments. Flower collects many fragments of Plutarch and
Athenaeus. Moreover, he comments on Theopombus attitude towards Phillip the Il of
Macedonian and Demosthenes. Theopompus data are useful because he includes the
battle between the Scythian king Ateas and Phillip the 11 of Macedonia.

The papers collected in the following volume, Tsetskhladze G., (ed.) The Greek
colonization of the Black Sea Area. Historical Interpretation of Archaeology, present
many articles written in English by several scholars from the Black Sea countries and
also Britain and Israel. The main purpose of the presented papers is the archaeological
interpretation of the historical texts which referred to the Black Sea region. The
development of Greek- Barbarians in the Black Sea region is the subject of the
following collective work edited by Tsetskhladze G., Ancient Greeks West and East.
The papers of this volume deals with the cultural exchange in Archaic and Classical
Athens through the Greek colonization. All of the papers analyze the evidence of every

perspective and thus, examine again the old theories.
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Harrison’s book Divinity and History. The religion of Herodotus, comments on the
connection of Herodotus and religion. He discusses also the difference between the
Scythian and the Greek customs in the field of religion. The most prominent example
is Scyles who was murdered by his compatriots (Scythians) because he took part in
Dionysiac rituals. Scythians did not accept the cult of Dionysus. Tsetskhladze in his
book “’North Pontic Archeology: Recent discoveries and Studies’’, examines the
classical archeology of the Black Sea area. Furthermore, he deals with the interaction
between the Scythians and the other locals in the Black Sea region. Mitchell S., In
Search of the Pontic Community in Antiquity, in Representations of Empire Roman
and the Mediterranean World, presents very useful data regarding the trade connection
between the Greeks and the Scythians, i.e. which were the trade products. Moreover,
Mitchell analyzes the axis which developed between the Scythians, the Black Sea
Greeks and the Greeks of the mainland. As far as the history of the Scythians is
concerned, Vinogradov in his paper Two waves of Sarmatian migrations in the Black
Sea steppes during three Pre-Roman period. In Bilde,P./Hojte./Stolba.V. (eds) The
Cauldron of Ariantas, Black Sea Studies I, writes for the entry of Sarmatians into the
steppes north of the Black Sea area and their clash with the Scythians who lived in the
steppe.

The following book concerns the whole region of Black Sea from the antiquity until
the modern times. King C., The Black Sea. A History, offers the connections that have
made Black Sea area a so important region. Moreover, concerning the antiquity, King
analyzes the relations between the Greeks and the ¢’Other’” through the ancient

sources.

The papers of Scythians and the Greeks. Cultural Interactions in Scythia, Athens and
the Early Roman Empire (6™ century BC — 1% century AD) edited by Braund David, is
a collective study about the Scythian and other non — Greek cultures in relation with
Greek one. Braund covers the gap from 6" century BC to the 1% century AD
concerning the ancient sources and the archeological evidence for the Scythians.
Alekseyev writes for the connection between the Scythian royal burials that belonged
to the Scythian leaders.®” Braund includes an interesting point about Pericles’

campaign in 430BC at the cities of the Black Sea. Maslennikov deals with the

% Alekseyev 2005, 40
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development of Greek-barbarian relations in the European part of Bosporus from the
6" century BC when the Greeks settled their first colonies until the 1% century AD

when Mithridates Eupator dominated the Bosporean kingdom.

Rolle, Royal Tombs and Hill Fortress: New Perspectives on Scythian Life, (eds.) Aruz
Joan, Farkas Ann and Fino Valtz Elisabetta, in The Golden Deer of Eurasia.
Perspectives on the Steppe Nomads of the Ancient World, analyzes in detail the royal
burials which have been excavacated in Scythia. The archaeological findings prove
Greek-Scythian interaction and testify the fact that the Scythians moved from the
coasts of the Black Sea area to the steppe next to the Scythian population. The next
paper returns to the issue of the Scythian burials. Bouzek explains the practices of the
Scythian burial from the 5" century to the 4th century BC in his paper "Scythian
tumuli®, 2008, Eykviiomaidsia Meilovog EAAnviouod. He underlines the importance of
gold in the Scythian royal tombs. Still, gold kurgans were a privilege only for the

Scythian upper class.
Methodology

First of all this thesis has two main tasks. To collect and to present the
historiographical texts this refereed to the Scythians from 5th to the 3rd centuries BC.
From the ancient times thousands of people wrote history. Nowadays, we are aware of
their names but not of their works. Historiography is the science which records with
chronological reference data regarding people in a specific time. From the ancient
time, many ancient authors tried to write the objective view of history but they failed.
The reason was that they only wanted to pleasure their audience. The boom of the
Greek historiography came from the end of the 50 century BC. The Greek authors tried
to divide the real facts from the myths. In this thesis | will include the texts of
Herodotus, Hellanikos, Thucydides and Xenophon. Moreover, there are used some
references from ancient tragedy and comedy. Tragedy narrates not only the exact
historical facts but also includes the myth material according to its criteria and plot.

The ancient authors chose their plots in order to teach the Athenian audience.

In some cases in which some ancient texts are not saved, | used the texts of latter

authors who present in their works fragments from older authors, i.e Strabo who writes

% Xydopoulos 2007, 124
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his texts during the 1% century BC but in his work presented some fragments from
historians during the 4™ and 3" century. The second task of this thesis is to show if the
Scythians represent the other in the Greek society. This essay tries to present the
Scythians through ancient texts from the 5™ to the 3™ century BC. The procedure of
this thesis will be as follows. First of all 1 will classify the ancient texts from the 5™ to
the 3™ century BC. Thus, my basic ancient sources are Herodotus, Thucydides,
Aeschylus and Euripides. Then, I will sort the sources in accordance with their
themes. After that, | will try to present the Scythians and their place in the Athenian
world and mind. In addition, | will attempt to present what the Athenians believed for
the Scythians.

The structure of the thesis will be as follows. First of all, it is important to understand
which were the criteria in which the Greek intellectuals. Moreover, it is necessary to
understand who perceived the Greeks as barbarians and what as Scythians. Then, 1 will
present the passages which simple referred to the Scythians. Furthermore, I will quote
references which are connected with the Scythian way of life and their relations with
the Black Sea Greeks and the Greeks of the mainland.

The Greeks

It is important to define the Greek origin in order to understand, how the term

“Greeks’” and “’Greece’” were used by the ancient Greek authors.

Homer defines the Hellenes as the citizens of Argos.* The Greek mythology defines
that the Greek identity is connected with the common ethnic origin, the city and the
family.** On the other hand, Herodotus who writes for the Persians wars, he identifies
the fourth criteria of the Greek identity and of the Hellenic ethnicity in his eighth book.
He explains it as it follows ( 8.144) <’For there are many great reasons why we should
not do this, even if we so desired; first and foremost, the burning and destruction of the
adornments and temples of our gods, whom we are constrained to avenge to the utmost
rather than make pacts with the perpetrator of these things, and next the kinship of all
Greeks in blood and speech, and the shrines of gods and the sacrifices that we have in

common, and the likeness of our way of life, to all of which it would not befit the

39 Weiler 1968, 23
“OHall 1992, 141
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Athenians o be false.”*" It has been assumed that during the Persian wars, the Pan-
Hellenic identity was created.*” The term ’Hellas’’ in a broad sense means the whole
of Greeks. Even so, the identification of the geographical area of Hellas was
problematic. Herodotus writes (7.176) “’To the west of Thermopylae rises a high
mountain, inaccessible and precipitous, a spur of Oeta; to the east of the road there is
nothing but marshes and sea. In this pass are warm springs for bathing, called the
Basins by the people of the country, and an altar of Heracles stands nearby. Across
this entry a wall had been built, and formerly there was a gate in it. "% For Herodotus
Thermopylae is the gateway to Hellas.** In addition, the historian from Halicarnassus
adds that (7.172.2) “’To these the Thessalian messengers came and said, “Men of
Hellas, the pass of Olympus must be guarded so that Thessaly and all Hellas may be
sheltered from the war. Now we are ready to guard it with you, but you too must send
a great force. If you will not send it, be assured that we will make terms with the
Persian, for it is not right that we should be left to stand guard alone and so perish for
your sakes.”**He elucidates that Greece was the part where there were no Persians.*
During Thucydides time the term was still limited to the south of Thessaly, although at
that time the term had a wider meaning, (Thucydides 2.68) “But many generations
after, being fallen into misery, they communicated their city with the Ambraciotes,

bordering upon Amphilochia; and then they first learned the Greek language now used
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from the Ambraciotes that lived among them. [6] For the rest of the Amphilochians
were barbarians.””*’ The term Hellas has the same meaning for both Thucydides and
Herodotus. *® For Thucydides Greeks were the people of the same origin, language,
customs and religion. However, when Isocrates refers to the Hellenes he means the
Athenians.*® Especially Isocrates says that the Greeks were not the people who shared
the same race but those who had a common Athenian education.® In addition, during
the 4™ century BC, Pseudo — Scylax indicates that Thessaly was the northern frontier

of Hellas. As a result, the Greeks were not a homogenous group.™*
The barbarians

The differentiation between the Greeks and the barbarians can also be detected from
the Archaic period.>® The evidence here is the Iliad where there is a clear reference of
the differentiation between the Hellenes and the barbarians.>*In the lliad the Carians
are called barbarophonoi, (lliad 2.867) And Nastes again led the Carians, uncouth of
speech, who held Miletus and the mountain of Phthires, dense with its leafage, and the
streams of Maeander, and the steep crests of Mycale.> In addition, this is an indication
that the issue of the barbarians and the Greeks existed already during the gt century.>
Thus, this evidence shows that the Greeks could distinguish their language from

another one.”® That is to say that during the Archaic period the language was the only
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criterion in order to define the Greek identity towards the barbarians.>” Before the

Persian wars, Heraclitus believes that the barbarians were uneducated people.*®

For once the ancient cities — states forgot their differences and they fought all together
against the enemy.> That time was the Persian wars during the 5t century.®® After the
Greek victory against the Persian enemy, the polarization between the Greeks and the
barbarians was escalated.®* This change was portrayed in the ancient Greek tragedy
and the ancient Athenian tragedians underlined this polarity.®” They used the different
behaviour of the barbarians in order to denote the Greek morals.®® Their main theme
was the Persian wars.** This is proved by Aeschylus Persians which is written in 472
BC, where the tragedian poet comments on the barbarian differences in language,
clothes and beliefs.*> Aeschylus 182-195"’Atossa | dreamed that two women in
beautiful clothes, one in Persian garb, the other in Dorian attire, appeared before my
eyes; both far more striking in stature than are the women of our time, [185] flawless
in beauty, sisters of the same family. As for the lands in which they dwelt, to one had
been assigned by lot the land of Hellas, to the other that of the barbarians. The two, as
| imagined it, seemed to provoke each other to a mutual feud, and my son, when he had
become aware of this, [190] attempted to restrain and placate them. He yoked them

both to his car and placed the collar-straps upon their necks.”
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Aeschylus by describing Darius as the ruler of archers, he symbolizes him as symbol
of barbarism.”” He presents his tragedy from the side of the defeated
Persians.?®(Aeschylus Persae 556) Why then was Darius [555] in his time so unscathed
by disaster, he who was ruler of archers, to the men of Susa a beloved leader?®® Thus,
the ancient Athenian poets through their tragedies tried to make valid the Athenian
policies, mostly the democracy which was distant from the Persian policy of tyranny.”
Especially in Aeschylus Persians, the dialogue between Atossa and the chorus of
Persian elders present the opposition between Athenian democracy and Persian
despotism.”™ Aeschylus 241-242 Atossa And who is set over them as shepherd and is
master of their host? Chorus Of no man are they called the slaves or vassals.”” The
Persians cited the words freedom, slavery and despotism.” This is interesting because
the Persian characteristics were the luxurious life , they were savage and finally the
Persians portrayed as victims of their own passions.” The Greek characteristics were
totally the opposite, freedom, the participation to the Assembly (state power) and
bravery. The Athenian reaction might be remarkable, the Persians was first staged in

473 few years after the battle of Salamis.” Thus, many of the Athenians would had
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taken part.”® Aeschylus does a straight forward comparison between the Athenians and
the Persians.”” During the 5™ century the archer symbolized the barbarians and was
something inferior to the ancient Greek mind.” In addition, the polarization between
the Greeks and the barbarians continued approximately fifty years later in 420 BC
when Euripides writes Andromache.”Euripides Andromache 645 -652"’Menelaus
[645] How can you maintain that old men are wise, when you, Peleus, son of a famous
father and connected by marriage with a man who was once renowned among the
Greeks for wisdom, utter words that are disgraceful to yourself and reproachful to me
on account of this barbarian woman [650] here? You ought to be driving her off to
beyond the Nile's waters or beyond the Phasis—and asking for my help at it too—since
she is from Asia where great numbers of Greeks fell before the spear, and she shares
in the death of your son, Achilles.””®® As a result, from Aeschylus and Euripides time
there was a polarization between the barbarians and the Greeks.®' The Athenians
wanted to signify their hegemony.® After the 5t century BC, the opposition between
the barbarians and the Greeks changed.?® They came face to face.*® The ancient
writers’ focuced on the different behaviour, the regime (tyranny) and the excess wealth
that the barbarians used to have.®> Most of the tragedians believe that the barbarians
were the people who were the pawns of the Greeks.®® Moreover, the tragedy raised the
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difference between the democratic and the tyrannical regime.®” As a result, the Persian
wars showed the controversy between the oriental luxury and the Greek simplicity.
However, due to the fact that Athens was the centre of Greece, the differentiation
between the barbarians and the Greeks was Athenian, not Greek. Only the Athenians
were able to organize a democratic regime. ¥ The most important oppositions: a) The
Athenian democracy and the Persian tyranny and despotism. b) Persians gave power

to women. The Greek and the Roman society was male- dominated.*

As a result, during the Archaic period there was a sense of ethnicity and the
polarization between the Greeks and the barbarians was magnified after the Persian
wars. Before the Persian wars the perception of the Other came from the myths, i.e.
Cyclops or the harpies in the Odyssey.”* The Greeks, through their confrontation with
the Persians, developed a growing sense of superiority and created their own ethnic

identity, which they set as criteria for the definition of barbarians.*?
The Scythians

The Scythians, who are examined in this thesis, are the second wave of the Proto —
Scythians.”® These Scythians brought with them a culture which was shaped in eastern
Eurasia during the 7" century BC.?* During the 6™ and the 4™ century BC took place
the north Pontic steppe Scythian who came into contact with the Greeks who inhabited
the Black Sea area.”® They wore mostly leather clothes and they consume milk and
meat as a part of their daily diet.®® They used the skulls of their enemies as drinking

cups.”

The Scythians are described by the ancient authors i.e. Pindar, Aeschylus, Pseudo-

Hippocrates as people who traveled with their wagons.® Especially Herodotus devotes
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his fourth book to the Scythians in order to present and describe them.*® The Scythians
for Herodotus are people with different clothes and lives from the Greeks.'® They
were a nomadic tribe, who appeared in the historic records during the 8" century, when
they were expelled by the Massagetai.'® The Massagetai were nomadic people who
lived beyond the river Araxes.’®* Then, the Scythians ousted the Cimmerians from the

103 As Rolle writes their land

area of the Sea of Azov and from the South Caucasus.
extended from the coast of Pontic Sea to the south, from the river Danube to the west,
and from the river Don to the east.'® Scythia was in the edge of the forest.'® Their

16 Moreover, as far as their

language was influenced by the Iranian language family.
characteristics are concerned, they were famous for their warlike character. During the
5™ century the Scythians shaped their military character.’®” They were well - known
for their talent to shoot their arrows suitably from the horseback.’® Some of them
were nomads, others were settled. They raised horses and they cultivated the cereals.'®®
Their administrative system was in fact quite loose, and the various Scythian groups
handled most of their affairs through a traditional structure of tribal elders. In addition,
a monetary system was not developed by the Scythians until their late history. Over
time Scythian society became increasingly divided into social strata, with the inherited
kings and their military retainers gaining an increasing amount of wealth and power.

Although most Scythians were freemen, slaves were common in the kingdom.

The Scythians were divided into many tribal groups.''°Agrarian Scythian groups lived
in what is now Poltava region and between the Bug River and the Dnieper River. The
lower Bug River region near Olbia was inhabited by Hellenized Scythians, known as

Callipidae.’™* Callippidae were a mixed culturally tribe with Scythian and Greek
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elements.*** The central Dniester River region was home to the Alazones.™

‘(Herodotus 4.17) North of the port of the Borysthenites,1 which lies midway along the
coast of Scythia, the first inhabitants are the Callippidae, who are Scythian Greeks;
and beyond them another tribe called Alazones; these and the Callippidae, though in
other ways they live like the Scythians, plant and eat grain, onions, garlic, lentils, and
millet. [2] Above the Alazones live Scythian farmers, who plant grain not to eat but to
sell; north of these, the Neuri; north of the Neuri, the land is uninhabited so far as we
know. ™™ Thus, they were some cases in which the Scythians adopted Greek customs,

and vice versa.

North of Alazones was the Aroteres.™® The kingdom was dominated by the Royal
Scythians, a small but an aggressive minority in the lower Dnieper River region.''®
Crimea peninsula had established a system of dynastic succession. Their kingdom was
divided into four districts ruled by governors who maintained justice, collected

tributes, and gathered taxes from the Pontic city-states.**’
Contacts between the Scythians and the Greeks

It is interesting to present, how the first colonists lived. They lived with fishing
trade."™® The colonies had been built at the mouths of the Black Sea rivers i.e. Olbia at
the mouth of southern Bug or at the costs."*® Thus, the location of the colonies helped
fish export and trade.*® Later, the colonists begun to plant grain for export.'?!

Especially, during the 5™ century BC, the citizens of Olbia convinced the Scythians to

“?Braund 2007, 40

2 Sulimiriski 1985, 152

Whttp:/www.perseus. tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+4.17&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.01
“(Hpodorog 4.17)
anotodBopvobevertémvéumopiov(todroydprdvrapaldoiaccionvusoaitatovéotindonstijcZxoding) |
arotovrovmpdroiKoiimmidonvéuovraiéovieg EAANvEcZ kb bou,
brepderovTvdlloédvocoidaloveckaléovtai.
obroidéxaioiKalanridearousvidioxoriratteZkdOyoiémaoréovat, oitovéexkaioneipovoikaioitéovral,
KOLKPOUUDOKAITKOPOOaKalpokolskaikéyypovg. [2] repdeAralovwvoiréovorXkbborapotijpe,
olobKxémiorthalomeipovaIToVaitovaAL érimpiiol. TovTwVviEKkaTdTEPBeoikéovarNevpol.
Nevp@dvoetompogfopénviveuovépnuovavBpamwv, Sooviueigiouev.”’

"% Minns 1913, 27

" Sulimiriski 1985, 152

"7 Minns 1913, 17

8 Ascherson 1995, 50

WHgite 2008, 150

120 Ascherson 1995, 51

121 Ascherson 1995, 51



26

plant wheat in order to export it.*?> Thus, the northern shores of the Black Sea became

the main source for grain for Athens.'?®

In 438BC the Bosporian kingdom was passed from Archaianaktidai to the rule of
Spartokos. Moreover, the scholars claimed that the most prosperous age for the

Kimmerian Bosporus created from that period until the beginning of the 3"century.**

In the 7" — 6™ centuries BC and in 5" century BC, the Greeks established colonies
around the Black Sea area.'® They founded colonies in an area which was considered
as barbaric by the ancient Greek writers. For the Greeks, the Scythians were the
northern barbarians of Europe and the ancient Greeks used the term Scythians in order
to describe the nomads population who lived in the steppes north of the Black Sea and

they carried their homes were their wagons.*?®

Borysthenes was the first connection between the Greeks and the Scythians.'?” From
this connection the result was a cultural mix.*?® The Greeks were influenced by locals.
Their language was a mix of barbarian and Greek. Olbia became more organized
colony and the the commercial links with the Scythians developed.'® The Scythians
started to exchange the steppe products with the Greeks.*®® Scythians desired wine

from the Greeks."® The Scythians in return exported slaves.'*

Another meeting point
between the Scythians and the Greeks was the burial at Temir-Gora.”*® It is dating
approximately in 630-600 BC and is based on painted oinochoe.’* According to
Herodotus there were Greeks who have adopted barbarian customs. Sometimes as

Herodotus shows the Scythians adopted the Greek practices.*®
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The contact between the Scythians and the Greeks changed several times. Sometimes
were hostile and some others friendly.**® The ancient sources during the 6 and the 7"
centuries BC testify also the fact that the installation of the Greek settlements
peaceful.”®” The Scythians-Greek contact during the 6™ century in the European
Bosporus is proved also archaeologically.*® The pottery findings also verify the
peaceful coexistence between the Scythians and the early Greeks during the 7" and 6"
centuries BC.™*® The first findings were lonian pottery from Crimea, Taganrog and
Istria.**® In Tomis (western part of Pontus) there is a pottery finding which is dated
from the early 6" century.™ In addition, during the 7" and the 6™ century BC had
been proved archaeologically, that the Greek settlements had not a Greek style rather

than a barbarian appearance.'*

Furthermore, there had been created trade relationships between the cities of the Black
Sea area and the cities of the Greek mainland during the 5™ century BC.™* The trade
goods were wine and grains.*** The aim of trade was not only for exchange purposes
but also for the exchange of ideas.* Due to the trade, it became known that the
Scythians drunk wine.** The Scythians learnt to drink wine from the Greeks who lived
in the Black Sea colonies. This was also proved archaeologically, because few
amphorae have been found inside two royal Scythian tombs in Solokha kurgan.'*’
Moreover, the seals which have been found on the amphorae belong to a north Aegean
port.**® This fact also indicates that the ships which sailed from Athens and were sent

to the Black Sea area stopped at Northern Aegean ports and transferred amphorae with
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wine.X* Then the wine was sent to the Greek Black Sea colonies, and the Black Sea

Greeks traded wine with the Scythians.*®

Hoewever, ancient sources, prove that during the 5™ century the scenery changed and
became completely hostile.™>* Still, the hostile relations might begin before 5™ century
when the first fortification systems built."®* There are some singly examples of
fortification systems of Istros and Porthmion.’®® There are also evidence fire
destructions in Kepoi, Myrmekion, Porthmeion and Tagnarog which testify the hostile
relations between the Greeks and the local tribes.™>* However, more helpful are the
written sources which indicate the changes which occurred during the 5™ century
BC.'®® After the Darius loss in his expansion to Scythia, the Scythians became more a
ggressive as they succeeded in creating a large area from the river Don to Danube.*®
Under the rule of Archaenactid dynasty in 480-438/37 BC the Scythians changed and
they became very aggressive towards the Bosporian Greek colonies.”*’ The Scythians
became so savage due to their defeat of the Archaeanactids. They had to move to the
hinterland to the river Kuban and Don, where the first Greeks had established their
colonies.’®  After 438/7 BC (the Spartokids rule the area of Bosporus) was
established Great Scythia.™ During that time prospered the Greek-Scythian
interaction between the Greek colonies in Bosporus and the Scythian steppe of the
northern Black Sea area.'® This is proved by the Cimmerian Bosporous burials which
revealed this political, cultural and economical relationship between Bosporus and
Scythia.’®* During the 4™ century BC the Bosporian upper-class was wealthy.*®? This

is also by proved by royal tombs, in which there have been found works from the
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Athenian craftsmen. % These items which had been found confirmed the links between

the Bosporus and Scythia.*®

Ancient texts and archeological evidence show the interaction and the clash between
the Greeks and the Scythians in the 50 century BC.*® During that era (5th century BC)
the Cimmerians were attacked by the Scythians. The Scythians driven out the
Cimmerians to the region of the steppe between the rivers Kuban and Dnieper.®® The
Scythians established a new area, controlling the whole steppe from Danube to the
Caspian Sea. Thus, they were a very hostile tribe who scared their neighbours.*®’ The
aggressiveness of the Scythian came out from their expansion to the Balkans and the
growth of the battles between the Scythian and the Greeks.'®® The valley of Dnieper
was considered Scythian, whereas Olbia and the colonies surrounded it considered as
Greek."® The region of Dnieper considered being the region of steppe.”® The region
of steppe was occupied by Scythian tribes and there was no space for the Greek
colonists.*™ Herodotus states that the people who lived in Olbia were of Greek origin,
whereas the people who inhabited the area after the cross of Byrosthenes were called
Borysthentes, (4.18) ‘’these are the tribes by the Hypanis river, 1 west of the
Borysthenes. But on the other side of the Borysthenes, the tribe nearest to the sea is the
tribe of the Woodlands; and north of these live Scythian farmers, whom the Greek
colonists on the Hypanis river (who call themselves Olbiopolitae) call Borystheneitae.
[2] These farming Scythians inhabit a land stretching east a three days' journey to a
river called Panticapes, 2 and north as far as an eleven days' voyage up the
Borysthenes; and north of these the land is desolate for a long way; [3] after the
desolation is the country of the Man-eaters, who are a nation apart and by no means
Scythian; and beyond them is true desolation, where no nation of men lives, as far as
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This is the reason why many settlements in the region of Bug and Dniester area
desisted.*”® During the 5™ century BC the Greek cities created in Kerch and in Taman
peninsula the Bosporian kingdom in order to confront the Scythian diffusion.'”* To
confront the aggressive Scythians, the Greek colonies of the Straits of Kerch uinited in
a military alliance.’’> More helpful are the written sources which indicate the changes
which occurred during the 5 century BC.1"® On the other hand, during the 4" century
BC the relationship between the Scythians and the Greeks slightly changed. During the
4™ century, a prosperity period dominated between the cities and the kingdoms in the
Black Sea area.’” It became more commercial.>”® They exchanged goods, customs and
slaves.™ In addition, during the 3" century there was a clear polarization especially in

the era of Bosporus between the Scythians and the Greeks.**°

The archeological findings confirmed that the Greeks established colonies in the
hinterland of Black Sea t00.®" Findings from the Greek pottery have been found in
Nemirov and Bel’sk settlements which were north into the forest steppe.'®” This is also
proved by Herodotean texts, “'(4.105) The Neuri follow Scythian customs; but one
generation before the advent of Darius' army, they happened to be driven from their
country by snakes; for their land produced great numbers of these, and still more came
down on them out of the desolation on the north, until at last the Neuri were so
afflicted that they left their own country and lived among the Budini. It may be that
these people are wizards; [2] for the Scythians, and the Greeks settled in Scythia, say
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that once a year every one of the Neuri becomes a wolf for a few days and changes
back again to his former shape. Those who tell this tale do not convince me; but they
tell it nonetheless, and swear to its truth.”"®The Neuroi moved to the

hinterland.'®*

(4.108-4.109)The Budini are a great and populous nation; the eyes of
them all are very bright, and they are ruddy. They have a city built of wood, called
Gelonus. The wall of it is three and three quarters miles in length on each side of the
city; this wall is high and all of wood; and their houses are wooden, and their temples;
[2] for there are temples of Greek gods among them, furnished in Greek style with
images and altars and shrines of wood; and they honor Dionysus every two years with
festivals and revelry. For the Geloni are by their origin Greeks, who left their trading
ports to settle among the Budini; and they speak a language half Greek and half
Scythian. But the Budini do not speak the same language as the Geloni, nor is their
manner of life the same.’®Gelonoi were Greeks and this is testified by their
appearance and their customs as Herodotus states. They had moved from the coastal
emporia to the hinterland and they lived among the Budini.*® Budini lived to the
north of Scythia and they spoke Graeco-Scythian language.'®'They probably moved
from the coastal emporia because they searched for other financial opportunities except
trade.'® Propably, the settlements nearby the sea did not offer a suitable palce for

189

agriculture.™ Moreover, many Greeks changed their residence from the coasts to the
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hinterland in the area of Crimean Bosporus Panticapeum, Nympaeum, Theodosia,

Phanagoria Hermonassa and Kepoi.'*

During the 6" century BC, the most important colony in the Black Sea area was
Olbia.®* Olbia was colonized by the Milesians.®® Herodotus had an excellent
knowledge of Olbia, a site in the northern coast of the Black Sea area.’® The city

1% Trade wine started after

flourished firstly as a trading post (emporium) and harbour.
the 6™ century BC.'*® Then the wheat trade was extended in Olbia.*® In addition,
Olbia imported wine from the Greek world and this was their main exchange good
with the Scythians.®’ The Scythians wanted wine in order to show their esteem in the
Scythian society.®® This is the reason why the rich Scythians wanted the wine in order
to present their power inside the Scythian society.’*® In addition, the upper-class
Scythian use wine in their burials.”® The Scythians exchanged wine with the supply of
slaves.? Olbia reached its peak in the field of trade during the 4™ century BC.2%
Generally, the scholars have been said that the Olbians and the Greeks from the
Aegean islands bought grain from the Scythians. Moreover, Shcheglov states that the
Scythians exported also their wild animals and propably slaves.”®® In 470 BC the
change in relationship between the Scythians and the Greeks became clearer.?®* Olbia
was limited and in 470 BC extrapolated the opinions about the “’Scythia protectorate’’
in Olbia.®® That mean, that the Olbiopolitai had to pay tribute to the Scythian

elites.*The lists of the Greek exported products were amphorae and weapons.?”” The
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evidence of all these are the royal Scythian burials.®® Olbia is the most characteristic
example of interaction between the Greeks and the non-Greek people.’®® The Scythian-
Olbian economical bonds came to an end around the end of the 4™ century BC.?°After
325 BC not only the trade but also political and social links between the Greeks and
the Scythians restricted.”* The reason of the financial decline might be the lack of

212

economical interest from the side of Olbia.”™“ As a result, from the beginning of fifth

century BC trade developed economically both Olbia and Scythia.?*®

To conclude the whole Black Sea colonies experienced the exchange of goods with the
Scythians.”** Olbia played the main role in these exchanges.”*® The region of Bosporus
had some commercial relationships but to a lower extend than Olbia.?*® During the 4™
century, the Greek colonies of Bosporus were the main supplier of grain to Athens.?"’
In addition, the Greek colonies of Chersonesus sold amphorae to the Scythian market,
this had been proved archaeologically.?*® After the end of the 4" century BC the
commercial links between the Scythians and the Greeks who inhabited the Black Sea

area came to an end.?*®
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Chapter 1. The historiography during the 5t century BC
The Scythians in Herodotus

Here, | collect the Herodotean passages in which there is some piece of information
about the Scythians. Herodotus is the first, who offers a full account of the various
tribes living in the Black Sea area. The Herodotean text is very important because it
the main source of information about the Scythians. They can be divided in three main
categories, which are helpful for our way of analysis: in the first category belong the
passages in which we have simple references to the Scythians by name. In the second,
there are sections which we find information about the Scythian and their land.
Thirdly, there are some passages in which we find information about the Scythian way
of life and their contacts with the Greeks. Herodotus in his fourth book starts with a
motive which is well-known in mythology. He begins by writing about the origins of
the Scythians as follows (4.5 -7): <> The Scythians say that their nation is the youngest

in the world, and that it came into being in this way. A man whose name was Targitaiis

20nttps://www.google.gr/search?q=maps+of+black+Sea+in+classic+period &source=Inms&tbm=isch&s
a=X&ei=bka3Uv_NDeqWOAWdI14HQDQ&ved=0CAcQ_AU0AQ&biw=1366&bih=629#facrc=_&img
dii=_&imgrc=Rn62No7SfncB7M%3A%3Bsniq60ZwJ5HY cM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fupload.wi
kimedia.org%252Fwikipedia%252Fcommons%252F1%252F15%252FAncient_Greek_Colonies_of N _
Black _Sea.png%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fen.wikipedia.org%252Fwiki%252FChersonesus_(Crimea)
%3B1301%3B818
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appeared in this country, which was then desolate. They say that his parents were Zeus
and a daughter of the Borysthenes river (I do not believe the story, but it is told). [2]
Such was Targitaiis' lineage; and he had three sons: Lipoxais, Arpoxais, and Colaxais,
youngest of the three. [3] In the time of their rule (the story goes) certain implements—
namely, a plough, a yoke, a sword, and a flask, all of gold—fell down from the sky
into Scythia. The eldest of them, seeing these, approached them meaning to take them;
but the gold began to burn as he neared, and he stopped. [4] Then the second
approached, and the gold did as before. When these two had been driven back by the
burning gold, the youngest brother approached and the burning stopped, and he took
the gold to his own house. In view of this, the elder brOther agreed to give all the royal

power to the youngest.??*

Lipoxais, it is said, was the father of the Scythian clan called
Auchatae; Arpoxais, the second brother, of those called Katiari and Traspians, the
youngest, who was king, of those called Paralatae. [2] All these together bear the
name of Skoloti, after their king, “Scythians” is the name given them by Greeks. This,
then, is the Scythians' account of their origin, and they say that neither more nor less
than a thousand years in all passed from the time of their first king Targitaiis to the

entry of Darius into their country.?*
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As it has already been pointed out the motive of the story is familiar: a father with his
three sons arrives from another civilized place in what appears to a remote and
desolate land, in the periphery of the “’ancient world’>.??®> They are descentants of
Zeus, hence they have a divine origin, and seek to find ways of civilizing their
kingdom. The help a plough, a yoke, a sword, and a flask- falls from the sky, but only
the youngest son is capable of handling these items.?** The myth ends with the latter
becoming the absolute king of the country. This myth puts the Scythians in the sphere
of the non — Greek peoples, who become civilized with external help but they still
belong to an inferior cultural status compared to the Greeks. Besides the information
about the origin of the Scythians in that passage Herodotus makes us another
remarkable comment: he points out that the name “’Scythia’’ was first introduced and
applied to this land by the Greeks.??® He recounts the myth that the Scythians came to

their land approximately a thousand years, before Herodotus was born.?

(Herodotus
2.145) “Among the Greeks, Heracles, Dionysus, and Pan are held to be the youngest
of the gods. But in Egypt, Panl is the most ancient of these and is one of the eight gods
who are said to be the earliest of all; Heracles belongs to the second dynasty (that of
the so-called twelve gods); and Dionysus to the third, which came after the twelve. [2]
How many years there were between Heracles and the reign of Amasis, | have already
shown; Pan is said to be earlier still; the years between Dionysus and Amasis are the
fewest, and they are reckoned by the Egyptians at fifteen thousand. [3] The Egyptians
claim to be sure of all this, since they have reckoned the years and chronicled them in
writing. [4] Now the Dionysus who was called the son of Semele, daughter of Cadmus,
was about sixteen hundred years before my time, and Heracles son of Alcmene about
nine hundred years; and Pan the son of Penelope (for according to the Greeks
Penelope and Hermes were the parents of Pan) was about eight hundred years before

Me, and thus of a later date than the Trojan war.”**" In this way, he incorporates the
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Scythians to the Greek mythology, not only for comparison reasons but also in order to
make his audience more familiar with them. Moreover, the Greeks established their
cult in the colonies of Olbia and Berezan in order to acquire rights over the land which
they colonized.?”® Especially Achilles and Heracles were the most popular deities who
were used by the Greeks, especially in the case of Olbia.?*® Heracles is connected with
the Black Sea region with his tenth labour.?®® Thus, he was one of the most important
colonizers in the Black Sea area.”®* Thus, it is interesting the fact that the Greeks in
order to justify their intercourse with the Scythians they claimed that they were the

ancestors of them.?*

Still, there is another variation of the Scythian origins which derives from another
myth: According to the Greek historian, the Greeks who lived around the Black Sea
believed that the Scythians originated from Heracles, who, on his way back from with
Geryones’ oxen, made a stop in the desolate land, where the Scythians lived. He slept
for a while, since he was tired, with his mares near him. And the story continues: When
Heracles awoke, he searched for them, visiting every part of the country, until at last
he came to the land called the Woodland, and there he found in a cave a creature of
double form that was half maiden and half serpent; above the buttocks she was a
woman, below them a snake. [2] When he saw her he was astonished, and asked her if
she had seen his mares straying; she said that she had them, and would not return
them to him before he had intercourse with her; Heracles did, in hope of this reward.
[3] But though he was anxious to take the horses and go, she delayed returning them,
so that she might have Heracles with her for as long as possible; at last she gave them

back, telling him, “These mares came, and I kept them safe here for you, and you have
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paid me for keeping them, for | have three sons by you. [4] Now tell me what | am to
do when they are grown up: shall | keep them here (since | am queen of this country),
or shall I send them away to you?” Thus she inquired, and then (it is said) Heracles
answered: [5] “When you see the boys are grown up, do as follows and you will do
rightly: whichever of them you see bending this bow and wearing this belt so, make
him an inhabitant of this land; but whoever falls short of these accomplishments that |
require, send him away out of the country. Do so and you shall yourself have comfort,

and my will shall be done. »233

On the other hand, the Scythians were proud of their perception of being the youngest

d.2* In addition, it is interesting the fact that there are three

nation in the entire worl
different versions in mythology about the Scythian origin.?*® Herodotus narrates as
follows,”” (8-10) this is what the Scythians say about themselves and the country north
of them. But the story told by the Greeks who live in Pontus is as follows. Heracles,
driving the cattle of Geryones, came to this land, which was then desolate, but is now
inhabited by the Scythians. [2] Geryones lived west of the Pontus, 1 settled in the
island called by the Greeks Erythea, on the shore of Ocean near Gadira, outside the
pillars of Heracles. As for Ocean, the Greeks say that it flows around the whole world
from where the sun rises, but they cannot prove that this is so. [3] Heracles came from
there to the country now called Scythia, where, encountering wintry and frosty
weather, he drew his lion's skin over him and fell asleep, and while he slept his mares,

which were grazing yoked to the chariot, were spirited away by divine fortune.When
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Heracles awoke, he searched for them, visiting every part of the country, until at last
he came to the land called the Woodland, and there he found in a cave a creature of
double form that was half maiden and half serpent; above the buttocks she was a
woman, below them a snake. [2] When he saw her he was astonished, and asked her if
she had seen his mares straying; she said that she had them, and would not return
them to him before he had intercourse with her; Heracles did, in hope of this reward.
[3] But though he was anxious to take the horses and go, she delayed returning them,
so that she might have Heracles with her for as long as possible; at last she gave them
back, telling him, “These mares came, and I kept them safe here for you, and you have
paid me for keeping them, for | have three sons by you. [4] Now tell me what | am to
do when they are grown up: shall | keep them here (since | am queen of this country),
or shall I send them away to you?” Thus she inquired, and then (it is said) Heracles
answered: [5] “When you see the boys are grown up, do as follows and you will do
rightly: whichever of them you see bending this bow and wearing this belt so, make
him an inhabitant of this land; but whoever falls short of these accomplishments that |
require, send him away out of the country. Do so and you shall yourself have comfort,
and my will shall be done. ”So he drew one of his bows (for until then Heracles always
carried two), and showed her the belt, and gave her the bow and the belt, that had a
golden vessel on the end of its clasp; and, having given them, he departed. But when
the sons born to her were grown men, she gave them names, calling one of them
Agathyrsus and the next Gelonus and the youngest Scythes; furthermore, remembering
the instructions, she did as she was told. [2] Two of her sons, Agathyrsus and Gelonus,
were cast out by their mother and left the country, unable to fulfill the requirements
set; but Scythes, the youngest, fulfilled them and so stayed in the land. [3] From
Scythes son of Heracles comes the whole line of the kings of Scythia; and it is because
of the vessel that the Scythians carry vessels on their belts to this day. This alone his

mother did for Scythes. This is what the Greek dwellers in Pontus say.’ 236
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This myth, which was created by the Greeks who lived around the Black Sea area
served a special purpose. Simon Hornblower has recently argued that, during the
colonization of the 8" century BC, the Greeks who settled in new areas were
noticeably and sometimes ingeniously prone to re-categorize as Greeks the people
whom they found there.”®” Having said this, it can be also argued that the creation of
this Greek past with respect to the local inhabitants of newly founded colonies, must
be seen against the backdrop of political aspirations.?® Almost unavoidably, the
geographical growth involved and the claims to ownership that extended well beyond
territorial expansion covering an entire ideological agenda raised questions of
identity.”*® Hornblower traced this tendency of reacategorizing in Herodotus and his
representation of the Lydian king Croesus. Since the Herakleidai were the first Lydian
dynasty the, according to Hornblower, then the first barbarian to injure Greeks turns
out to be a ruler of a land, which, under earlier management, had a <good Greek
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pedigree>." Xydopoulos does not agree with this line of thought, “’since to rule over
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a country, which was discovered, or a state’’ founded by someone belonging to
another ethnicity, does not imply any changes to the ethnicity of the contemporary
ruler.** Furthermore, this recategorization was not used for every foreign people that
the Greeks met in their adventures, explorations and discoveries. For the area we are
dealing with, i.e. the Black Sea in general and the hinterland to its north, this is exactly
the practice that was followed. Early Greek presence north of the Pontus was widely
known, since it had been mythically ‘secured’ by diffuses of mythical narratives
concerning famous heroes such as Heracles, Achilles, and Iphigenia, as well as an

entire expedition that took place in this area.?*

As Braund observes the intermarriage
between the Echidna and Heracles could be exemplified an archetype of the Greco-

Scythian marriages.?*?

He describes the crossings which the Scythians made to Sindica.?*/(Herodotus4.28)
living on this side of the trench lead armies over the ice, and drive their wagons across
to the land of the Sindi. All the aforesaid country is exceedingly cold: for eight months
of every year there is unbearable frost, and during these you do not make mud by
pouring out water but by lighting a fire; the sea freezes, as does all the Cimmerian
Bosporus; and the Scythians living on this side of the trench lead armies over the ice,
and drive their wagons across to the land of the Sindi. [2] So it is winter for eight
months, and cold in that country for the four that remain. Here, there is a different sort
of winter than the winters in other lands: for in the season for rain scarcely any falls,
but all summer it rains unceasingly; [3] and when there are thunderstorms in other
lands, here there are none, but in summer there are plenty of them; if there is a
thunderstorm in winter they are apt to wonder at it as at a portent. And so, too, if there
is an earthquake summer or winter, it is considered a portent in Scythia. [4] Horses
have the endurance to bear the Scythian winter; mules and asses cannot bear it at all;
and yet in other lands, while asses and mules can endure frost, horses that stand in it

are frostbitten.?* In this passage Herodotus refers to the Scythians who had been

2% ydopoulos 2010, 19
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23Rusyayeva 2007, 96

244 Maslennikov 2005, 158

245Hp0’50wg 4.28 dvayeiucpog d¢ avty 1) karaleyOeioo mioa ywpn obtw onf T éoti, Evlo TovS UEV OKTM
AV unvév apdpntog olog yiverar kpoudg, &v toiot Béwp éxyéag mnAdv ob moujoelg, mhp J¢ dvaxaiwy
romjoeis niov:1y 0¢ Oalacoa mhyvotoun kai 6 Boomopog mag 0 Kyuépiog, kol émi tod kpvotailov of
&vtog tappov ZxdOou kototknuévor otpatedovial kol Tag dudtog émelabvovor mépny &g tovg Xivdovg. [2]
00T UEV 0N TODG OKT® WIJVOS O10TEAEEL YEUMV WV, TODS O Emidoimovg téooepag woyeo abtolr Eoti.



42

living in the area of the eastern Crimea.?*® They developed cultural, economical and
political links with the Greeks who inhabited the area of Bosporus. Moreover, during
the 5™ and the 4™ century BC the area of Bosporus supplied Athens with wheat.
Athens in return exported attic art. During the 4™ century BC the Scythians works

which are known came from Athens.?*’

Herodotus also presents the Scythian customs and their way of life.?*® The Scythians
who dominated steppe Scythia had social classes. They were the royal Scythians and
they treated to other Scythians as slaves.?*® Herodotus 4.20 Across the Gerrus are
those lands called Royal, where the best and most numerous of the Scythians are, who
consider all other Scythians their slaves; their territory stretches south to the Tauric
land, and east to the trench that was dug by the sons of the blind men, and to the port
called The Cliffs® on the Maeetian lake; and part of it stretches to the Tanais river. [2]
North of the Royal Scythians live the Blackcloaks, who are of another and not a
Scythian stock; and beyond the Blackcloaks the land is all marshes and uninhabited by
men, so far as we know.”’*® The Scythians punished their slaves because the slaves
had been sleeping with their wifes.”®* Herodotus writes as follows, (Herodotus 4.2)
Now the Scythians blind all their slaves, because of the milk! they drink; and this is
how they get it: taking tubes of bone very much like flutes, they insert these into the
genitalia of the mares and blow into them, some blowing while Other milk. According
to them, their reason for doing this is that blowing makes the mare's veins swell and

her udder drop. [2] When done milking, they pour the milk into deep wooden buckets,
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and make their slaves stand around the buckets and shake the milk; they draw off what
stands on the surface and value this most; what lies at the bottom is less valued. This is
why the Scythians blind all prisoners whom they take: for they do not cultivate the soil,
but are nomads.?*?> The question which is posed here is why the Scythians choose
milk? Herodotus just narrates the procedure which Scythians used to blind their
slaves.®® For the Greeks drinking milk reminds them uncivilized way of life i.e. in
Homer ‘poem Odyssey, Cyclop was drinking milk and he did not know wine. For the
Greeks this is an uncivilized sign as they only drunk wine mixed with the water. Thus,
for the Greeks wine is a civilized drink. The fact that the Scythians used to drink milk
categorized them to the uncivilized people. However, Herodotus and other ancient

authors do not criticize the Scythians because they are milk-drinking.*>*

Many of them
as Aeschylus and Strabo presented it as a positive site of the Scythian lifestyle.?®
Strabo quotes some fragments of Aeschylus work from Prometheus trilogy, (7.3.1)Just
now I was discussing the Thracians, and the ““Mpysians, hand-to-hand fighters, and
the proud Hippemolgi, Galactophagi, and Abii, men most just,””12 because I wished
to make a comparison between the statements made by Poseidonius and myself and
those made by the two men in question. Take first the fact that the argument which they
have attempted is contrary to the proposition which they set out to prove; for although
they set out to prove that the men of earlier times were more ignorant of regions
remote from Greece than the men of more recent times, they showed the reverse, not
only in regard to regions remote, but also in regard to places in Greece itself.
However, as | was saying, let me put off everything else and look to what is now before
me: they3 say that the poet through ignorance fails to mention the Scythians, or their
savage dealings with strangers, in that they sacrifice them, eat their flesh, and use

their skulls as drinking-cups, although it was on account of the Scythians that the
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’

Puntus was called “Axine,” but that he invents certain “proud Hippemolgi,
Galactophagi, and Abii, men most just —people that exist nowhere on earth, How,
then, could they call the sea “Axine” if they did not know about the ferocity or about
the people who were most ferocious? And these, of course, are the Scythians. And were
the people who lived beyond the Mysians and Thracians and Getae not also
“Hippemolgi, "4 not also “Galactophagi”5 and “Abii”?6 In fact, even now? there are
Wagon-dwellers and Nomads, so called, who live off their herds, and on milk and
cheese, and particularly on cheese made from mare's milk, and know nothing about
storing up food or about peddling merchandise either, except the exchange of wares
for wares. How, then, could the poet be ignorant of the Scythians if he called certain
people “Hippemolgi and Galactophagi”? For that the people of his time were wont to
call the Scythians “Hippemolgi,” Hesiod, too, is witness in the words cited by
Eratosthenes: “The Ethiopians, the Ligurians, and also the Scythians, Hippemolgi.”
"8Now wherein is it to be wondered at that, because of the widespread injustice
connected with contracts in our country, Homer called “most just” and “proud” those
who by no means spend their lives on contracts and money-getting but actually possess
all things in common except sword and drinking-cup, and above all things have their
wives and their children in common, in the Platonic way? 9 Aeschylus, too, is clearly
pleading the cause of the poet when he says about the Scythians: “““But the Scythians,

o

law-abiding, eaters of cheese made of mare's milk.” 10 And this assumption even
now still persists among the Greeks; for we regard the Scythians the most
straightforward of men and the least prone to mischief, as also far more frugal and
independent of Other than we are. And yet our mode of life has spread its change for
the worse to almost all peoples, introducing amongst them luxury and sensual
pleasures and, to satisfy these vices, base artifices that lead to innumerable acts of
greed. So then, much wickedness of this sort has fallen on the barbarian peoples also,
on the Nomads as well as the rest; for as the result of taking up a seafaring life they
not only have become morally worse, indulging in the practice of piracy and of slaying
strangers, but also, because of their intercourse with many peoples, have partaken of
the luxury and the peddling habits of those peoples. But though these things seem to
conduce strongly to gentleness of manner, they corrupt morals and introduce cunning

instead of the straightforwardness which I just now mentioned. "% These above are
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general views which categorized the Scythians as they had barbarian characteristics

like Persians, i.e. morally wrong behaviour.

Once in every year, the Scythian governors offered a bowl of wine to the Scythians

who had killed their enemies.?®’

(Herodotus 4.66) Furthermore, once a year each
governor of a province brews a bowl of wine in his own province, which those
Scythians who have slain enemies drink; those who have not achieved this do not taste
this wine but sit apart dishonored; and this they consider a very great disgrace; but as
many as have slain not one but many enemies have two cups apiece and drink out of
both.*® For the Scythians, this custom was a kind of plunder and this behaviour
showed their military bravery aristieia.”®® The Scythian way of drinking wine without
mix it with water is a barbarian symbol. The Greeks always mix the wine with the
water. In Anacreon texts’ which are preserved through the texts of Athenaeus, the
Scythians were known in Athens as drunken people. According to their customs, the
Scythians used to drink their wine without adding any water. Whilst, the Athenians
drunk their wine always mixed with water, and believed that this Scythian custom was
uncivilized. (Anacreon 76, preserved in Ath.11.427a;) Boy, bring me a cup, to drink at
a gulp; Mix ten measures of water and five of wine, So that once again and peacefully,
I may honor Dionysus. Let’s not fall, Into riot and disorder, With our wine, like the
Scythians, But let us drink in moderation. Listening to the lovely hymns.?®® This
passage proves what the Greeks should avoid during a symposium.”®* As a result, the
Scythian way of drinking was the wrong way and if somebody drunk like a Scythian
this would mean that he had barbarian behaviour.?®* Liddell and Scott prove that for
the Greeks the infinitive “‘oxv6ilerv’’'meant someone whose manners were Scythian

and that he drunk unmixed wine.?®® The Scythian custom of drinking pure wine is also
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referred in Plato’s text (Laws 1.637)Athenian O Stranger of Lacedaemon, all such
indulgences are praiseworthy where there exists a strain of firm moral fiber, [637c]
but where this is relaxed they are quite stupid. An Athenian in self-defence might at
once retaliate by pointing to the looseness of the women in your country. Regarding all
such practices, whether in Tarentum, Athens or Sparta, there is one answer that is held
to vindicate their propriety. The universal answer to the stranger who is surprised at
seeing in a State some unwonted practice is this: “Be not surprised, O Stranger. such
is the custom with us: with you, perhaps, the custom in these matters is different.”
[637d] But, my dear Sirs, our argument now is not concerned with the rest of mankind
but with the goodness or badness of the lawgivers themselves. So let us deal more fully
with the subject of drunkenness in general for it is a practice of no slight importance,
and it requires no mean legislator to understand it. I am now referring not to the
drinking or non-drinking of wine generally, but to drunkenness pure and simple, and
the question is—ought we to deal with it as the Scythians and Persians do and the
Carthaginians also, and Celts, [637¢e] Iberians and Thracians, who are all warlike
races, or as you Spartans do; for you, as you say, abstain from it altogether, whereas
the Scythians and Thracians, both men and women, take their wine neat and let it pour
down over their clothes, and regard this practice of theirs as a noble and splendid
practice; and the Persians indulge greatly in these and other luxurious habits which
you reject, albeit in a more orderly fashion than the others.®* However, the fact that
the Scythians were considered to have a tendency in drinking wine, had to do not with
the quantity of wine but with the fact that they did not mix wine with water.?®® This

2% http://www. perseus. tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Plat.+Laws+1.637 &fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A19
99.01.0166460nvaiog

@ Aoxedoaudvie Céve, Emouvetosy mave’ éotividrolodTa, SmovTIvecéveloy kapteprioels, Smovdéaveivia,
[637¢] ploxikdtepa: tayvydpooviéfort’ Gvtigtdv map’ u@VEpvVOHEVog, SEIKVDSTHVIDVYOVOIK®DY Top
buivaveov. drooivontoictoiovroig, kol évIapavtl kol mop’ Huiv kol mop’ DUivoé, pio Grokpiolg
droAdeaBar doxeltotun Kok@GEXevalL’™ OpOas: magyop Groxprvouevogépel Bovualovtiééve, v mop’
abroigéneiay Spdvri, ‘uy Qaduale, @ Eéve: vouocéod’ yuivottog, iows 8 duiv mepi avtdvrovtamv [6376]
&repog.” fuiv 8° éotivdv, & Pilo1évipeg, 0b mePitdVEVOpOTWY TAVEALWY 6 Ao, AL
TEPITGVVoLOOETdY abTdV Koakiag Te Kol Gpetiig. éttyapolveinmuey wieiow mepi andonguéong:
OVYOPOUIKPOVEGTIVTO ETITHOEVUO. OVOE PaDLOVILOYVAVaL vOu0OETOV. AEym &’ 0VK0IVOV TTEPT TOGEWSTO
wopaway i un, uencoe avtijc wépt, totepovdomep Zrvbou ypdvror kai Ilépoar ypnotéov, kol &t
Kopynoovior kai Kedrol kol "Ifnpec kol Opdxeg, moleuka [637¢] ovumavia dvro toito yévn, i kabamep
OUETS: Dueiguevyap, Smepléyels, 10 mopdmay aréyeole, Zxdbai 0 kai OpdrecdrpaTe TavIaToot
XPOLEVOL, YOVOIKES TE Kol aDTOL, KO KOTATOVIHOTIOV KOTOYEOUEVOL, KOAOV KO EDO0LUOV ETITHOEVUA.
émtndevervvevouikaot. Ilépoor deopodpo puevypdvron kol TaigGAAaIS TPOPaic GcOuElS drofaliete,
EvtaceldeualloveodTwv.

#porucznik 2013, 713



47

was a part of the Scythian culture which was totally opposed to the Greek one.?®® The
Greeks always drunk wine mixed with water. As a result, the image of the drunken
Scythian was popular in Greek tradition as something strange and totally foreign for
the Greek society.”®’

We can conceive of the Athenian reaction audience. It would be really shocked by
hearing this kind of custom and that it was also a remark of bravery. On the contrary,
in ancient Greece, the prizes for bravery and plunder were completely different for
them.?®® The most important prizes were the recognition of the city and an olive

269
h.

wreat As a result, the Greeks in Herodotus probably felt what was Greek and what

was barbarian.

Continuing to the Herodotean text, from my point of view the examples of Herodotus
about Anacharsis and Scyles are the most interesting because both of them present the
boundaries which existed between the ancient Greek colonies and the Scythian
territories.>” Furthermore these example express the joining of cultures because these
two people moved between two cultures.?”* Scyles and Anacharsis crossed the cultural
and the physical frontiers between the Scythians and the Greeks.?”> Moreover, both
stories took place in Olbia.?”® There are many similarities between Anacharsis and
Scyles: they were half Greeks (from their mother’s side), they also experencienced
Greek practices and had the same fatal death, as both of them were killed by their own
brother.2’* There cases should be present together because both of them suffered the

same consequences.?’”

Herodotus says that there is no need to explain who Anarchasis was, because the

276

Greeks know him.”"™ Anacharsis was a Scythian philosopher who travelled from the

shores of the Black Sea to Athens in the early 6™ century BC. According to Herodotus
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and Plutarch, he visited Athens in the 6" century BC and met Solon the Athenian

lawmaker.?’’

When he visited Athens he spoke Greek not fluently, and the Athenians
did not speak well the Scythian language.?’® Anacharsis was impressed by the
Athenian culture and when he returned to his homeland, he tried to insert the Greek
culture but he was ,urdered by his brother who was the king of Scythia.?”® He got
caught when he was taking part in Great Mother’s ritual which in Cyzicus.?®® The story
is narrated by the Herodotus as follows: (4.76 -77)Namely, that Anacharsis had been
sent by the king of Scythia and had been a student of the ways of Hellas, and after his
return told the king who sent him that all Greeks were keen for every kind of learning,
except the Lacedaemonians; but that these were the only Greeks who spoke and
listened with discretion. [2] But this is a tale pointlessly invented by the Greeks
themselves; and is this as it may, the man was put to death as | have said.?*!
Anacharsis represented the embodiment of wisdom despite his Scythian/barbarian
origins.’®*He was a partaker of Greek culture and he wanted to spread it in the
Scythian world.?®®* His murder shows that the Scythians did not accept the cultural
influence and the ritual pactices of Olbia.?®* Due to that reason the Scythians denied

the existence of Anacharsis.?®

Scyles was the king of Scythia approximately in 440 BC.?® His mother was Greek and
taught him to read and write in Greek.?®” The interesting fact is that his mother
originated from the Black Sea colonial world, a woman from Istros.”® His life was

bounded between the Greeks who colonized the Black Sea area, the Thracians and his
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compatriots the Scythians.?®® He did the same journey from the Scythian land to Olbia
every month.”® Thus, Scyles acquired two identities. Inside the walls of Olbia he was
a Greek man and worn Greek clothes had a house and an Olbian wife.?** On the other
hand, he was a steppe ruler outside the city’ walls.”** Everything was revealed when
the Scythians went up the walls of Olbia; they saw Scyles while he was taking part in
a Dionysian ritual. **By taking part in the Greek celebrations Scyles betrayed his
Scythian identity and was murdered by his own brother somewhere in Thrace, near the
river Danube.?®® Herodotus narrates the incident (4.78-4.80)and a great many years
afterward, Scyles, son of Ariapithes, suffered a like fate. Scyles was one of the sons
born to Ariapithes, king of Scythia; but his mother was of Istria,  and not native-born;
and she taught him to speak and read Greek. [2] As time passed, Ariapithes was
treacherously killed by Spargapithes, king of the Agathyrsi, and Scyles inherited the
kingship and his father's wife, a Scythian woman whose name was Opoea, and she
bore Scyles a son, Oricus. [3] So Scyles was king of Scythia; but he was in no way
content with the Scythian way of life, and was much more inclined to Greek ways, from
the upbringing that he had received. So this is what he would do: he would lead the
Scythian army to the city of the Borysthenites (who say that they are Milesians), and
when he arrived there would leave his army in the suburb of the city, [4] while he
himself, entering within the walls and shutting the gates, would take off his Scythian
apparel and put on Greek dress; and in it he would go among the townsfolk
unattended by spearmen or any Other (who would guard the gates, lest any Scythian
see him wearing this apparel), and in every way follow the Greek manner of life, and
worship the gods according to Greek usage. [5] When he had spent a month or more
like this, he would put on Scythian dress and leave the city. He did this often; and he
built a house in Borysthenes, and married a wife of the people of the country and
brought her there.**But when things had to turn out badly for him, they did so for this
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reason: he conceived a desire to be initiated into the rites of the Bacchic Dionysus;
and when he was about to begin the sacred mysteries, he saw the greatest vision. [2]
He had in the city of the Borysthenites a spacious house, grand and costly (the same
house | just mentioned), all surrounded by sphinxes and griffins worked in white
marble; this house was struck by a thunderbolt. And though the house burnt to the
ground, Scyles none the less performed the rite to the end. [3] Now the Scythians
reproach the Greeks for this Bacchic revelling, saying that it is not reasonable to set
up a god who leads men to madness. [4] So when Scyles had been initiated into the
Bacchic rite, some one of the Borysthenites scoffed at the Scythians: “You laugh at us,
Scythians, because we play the Bacchant and the god possesses us; but now this deity
has possessed your own king, so that he plays the Bacchant and is maddened by the
god. If you will not believe me, follow me now and I will show him to you.” [5] The
leading men among the Scythians followed him, and the Borysthenite brought them up
secretly onto a tower; from which, when Scyles passed by with his company of
worshippers, they saw him playing the Bacchant; thinking it a great misfortune, they

left the city and told the whole army what they had seen.”®After this Scyles rode off to
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his own place; but the Scythians rebelled against him, setting up his brother
Octamasades, son of the daughter of Teres, for their king. [2] Scyles, learning what
had happened concerning him and the reason why it had happened, fled into Thrace;
and when Octamasades heard this he led his army there. But when he was beside
the Ister, the Thracians barred his way; and when the armies were about to engage,
Sitalces sent this message to Octamasades: [3] “Why should we try each other's
strength? You are my sister's son, and you have my brother with you; give him back to
me, and | will give up your Scyles to you; and let us not endanger our armies.” [4]
Such was the offer Sitalces sent to him; for Sitalces' brother had fled from him and was
with Octamasades. The Scythian agreed to this, and took his brother Scyles, giving up
his own uncle to Sitalces. [5] Sitalces then took his brother and carried him away, but
Octamasades beheaded Scyles on the spot. This is how closely the Scythians guard
their customs, and these are the penalties they inflict on those who add foreign
customs to their own.?’ This Herodotean story has been archaeologically confirmed as
a gold ring which had the name of Scyles had been found in Thrace.?® Scyles presence
inside Olbia idincates also that the Scythians had already a kind of power inside
Olbia.?®*® This came from the fact that Scyles participated openly in the Dionyciac

rituals. 3

Herodotus by narrating these two stories points out the Scythians’ hostility towards the

foreign customs.*™ However, Osborne wonders if the examples of Anacharsis and

. émeite 08 mopijie oDV 16 Oidow 0XKkbding Kai 106V v Paryedovra of ZibOar, Kdpto oouEOPTY UEYGANY &

roijoavro, éEelfoviec ¢ éonjuaivovmaoy ti] otpatli] 6, i0oIEV.

2Thttp://www.perseus. tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+4.80&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.01
26Hpodorog 4.80

¢ 08 ueto Tavto, éEnAavve 0 Lrving é¢ 1ifsa. ta Ewvtod, oi Zxvba mpootnoauevol Tov ddelpeov abtod Ok
Touacdony, yeyovora ék tijc Thpew Ovyatpoc, érxaviotréoto @ ZivAy. [2] 0 & pabav o ywvéusvov én’ éw

vT@KOl TV aitiny o1’ fjv émoiéeto, karapedyel £¢ Ty Opnikny. mvlouevog o0& 0 Okropoacddns tadto éotpot

eveto émitny Opnikny. éxcite 0¢ éxl 1@ lotpw gyévero, nvriaoay piv oi Opnikes, UEAOVTIWY O& abTdV vV
wew ErspyeXitdling wapd ov Oktauocddny Aéywv to1dde. [3] ‘w dei juéoc dAlnilov meipnbijvou; eic ué

V UED THC AOEAQETCIOIG, EXEIC OE UED BOEAPEOY. aD O& 1oL GIOIOC TODTOV, Kol €Y@ 001 TOV GOV ZKUANY mop
adidour: orpotif] 6¢ unte ovkIvovveboyc wit’ éyd.’ [4] tadtd of méuwoc 6 ZidAknc émexnpoksdero: fv ya
P wopd, 1@ OKtopooddn Oelpeociitdlke® TEPELYAS. O 0& OKTaUaTOONS KaToIVvEEL TO0TA, EK00DS OE TOV
Ewvtod uitpwo Xitdrin Eafe tovddedpeov Xxvinv. [5] kai Zirdirne uev mopalafarv tov ddepeoy drmipy

€10, 2KbAew 08 Okrouaocadns ovtodtodty Grétoue Ty KeQainy. oUTw UEY TEPIOTEAAODAL TO OPETEPQ, VOLLO,

10, Zxbbai, T0io1 08 TOPOKTWUEVOLTIEEIVIKODS VOLOVS TOI0DTO, ETITIUIC, 0100V,
2% Alekseev 2006, 162

2%9Braund 2007, 89

%0Braund 2007, 89

¥10shorne 2008, 334



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29pei%2Fte&la=greek&can=e%29pei%2Fte2&prior=katei=se
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C4&prior=e)pei/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=parh%2Fie&la=greek&can=parh%2Fie0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=su%5Cn&la=greek&can=su%5Cn0&prior=parh/ie
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=tw%3D%7C1&prior=su/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qia%2Fsw%7C&la=greek&can=qia%2Fsw%7C0&prior=tw=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&can=o%285&prior=qia/sw|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&can=o%285&prior=qia/sw|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C10&prior=*sku/lhs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29%3Ddo%2Fn&la=greek&can=ei%29%3Ddo%2Fn0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=min&la=greek&can=min0&prior=ei)=do/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bakxeu%2Fonta&la=greek&can=bakxeu%2Fonta0&prior=min
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28&la=greek&can=oi%284&prior=bakxeu/onta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*sku%2Fqai&la=greek&can=*sku%2Fqai2&prior=oi(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ka%2Frta&la=greek&can=ka%2Frta0&prior=*sku/qai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sumforh%5Cn&la=greek&can=sumforh%5Cn0&prior=ka/rta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mega%2Flhn&la=greek&can=mega%2Flhn0&prior=sumforh/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29poih%2Fsanto&la=greek&can=e%29poih%2Fsanto0&prior=mega/lhn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29poih%2Fsanto&la=greek&can=e%29poih%2Fsanto0&prior=mega/lhn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29celqo%2Fntes&la=greek&can=e%29celqo%2Fntes0&prior=e)poih/santo
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C5&prior=e)celqo/ntes
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29sh%2Fmainon&la=greek&can=e%29sh%2Fmainon0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29sh%2Fmainon&la=greek&can=e%29sh%2Fmainon0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%3D%7C&la=greek&can=th%3D%7C1&prior=pa/sh|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=stratih%3D%7C&la=greek&can=stratih%3D%7C0&prior=th=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ta%5C&la=greek&can=ta%5C0&prior=stratih=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%29%2Fdoien&la=greek&can=i%29%2Fdoien0&prior=ta/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%28s&la=greek&can=w%28s0
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C0&prior=w(s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=meta%5C&la=greek&can=meta%5C0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tau%3Dta&la=greek&can=tau%3Dta0&prior=meta/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29ch%2Flaune&la=greek&can=e%29ch%2Flaune0&prior=tau=ta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&can=o%280&prior=e)ch/laune
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*sku%2Flhs&la=greek&can=*sku%2Flhs0&prior=o(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29s&la=greek&can=e%29s0&prior=*sku/lhs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%2Fqea&la=greek&can=h%29%2Fqea0&prior=e)s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ta%5C&la=greek&can=ta%5C0&prior=h)/qea
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28wutou%3D&la=greek&can=e%28wutou%3D0&prior=ta/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28&la=greek&can=oi%280&prior=e(wutou=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*sku%2Fqai&la=greek&can=*sku%2Fqai0&prior=oi(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prosthsa%2Fmenoi&la=greek&can=prosthsa%2Fmenoi0&prior=*sku/qai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn0&prior=prosthsa/menoi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29delfeo%5Cn&la=greek&can=a%29delfeo%5Cn0&prior=to/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29tou%3D&la=greek&can=au%29tou%3D0&prior=a)delfeo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29tou%3D&la=greek&can=au%29tou%3D0&prior=a)delfeo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gegono%2Fta&la=greek&can=gegono%2Fta0&prior=*)oktamasa/dhn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29k&la=greek&can=e%29k0&prior=gegono/ta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%3Ds&la=greek&can=th%3Ds0&prior=e)k
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*th%2Frew&la=greek&can=*th%2Frew0&prior=th=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qugatro%2Fs&la=greek&can=qugatro%2Fs0&prior=*th/rew
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29paniste%2Fato&la=greek&can=e%29paniste%2Fato0&prior=qugatro/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=tw%3D%7C0&prior=e)paniste/ato
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*sku%2Flh%7C&la=greek&can=*sku%2Flh%7C0&prior=tw=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=%5B&la=greek&can=%5B0&prior=*sku/lh|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=%5D&la=greek&can=%5D0&prior=%5b
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&can=o%281&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C1&prior=o(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=maqw%5Cn&la=greek&can=maqw%5Cn0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&can=to%5C0&prior=maqw/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gino%2Fmenon&la=greek&can=gino%2Fmenon0&prior=to/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29p%27&la=greek&can=e%29p%270&prior=gino/menon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28wutw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=e%28wutw%3D%7C0&prior=e)p'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28wutw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=e%28wutw%3D%7C0&prior=e)p'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28wutw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=e%28wutw%3D%7C0&prior=e)p'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%5Cn&la=greek&can=th%5Cn0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ai%29ti%2Fhn&la=greek&can=ai%29ti%2Fhn0&prior=th/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=di%27&la=greek&can=di%270&prior=ai)ti/hn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28%5Cn&la=greek&can=h%28%5Cn0&prior=di'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29poie%2Feto&la=greek&can=e%29poie%2Feto0&prior=h(/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=katafeu%2Fgei&la=greek&can=katafeu%2Fgei0&prior=e)poie/eto
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29s&la=greek&can=e%29s1&prior=katafeu/gei
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%5Cn&la=greek&can=th%5Cn1&prior=e)s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*qrhi%2Fkhn&la=greek&can=*qrhi%2Fkhn0&prior=th/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=puqo%2Fmenos&la=greek&can=puqo%2Fmenos0&prior=*qrhi/khn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C2&prior=puqo/menos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&can=o%282&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29oktamasa%2Fdhs&la=greek&can=*%29oktamasa%2Fdhs0&prior=o(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tau%3Dta&la=greek&can=tau%3Dta1&prior=*)oktamasa/dhs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29strateu%2Feto&la=greek&can=e%29strateu%2Feto0&prior=tau=ta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29strateu%2Feto&la=greek&can=e%29strateu%2Feto0&prior=tau=ta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29pi%5C&la=greek&can=e%29pi%5C0&prior=e)strateu/eto
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29pi%5C&la=greek&can=e%29pi%5C0&prior=e)strateu/eto
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*qrhi%2Fkhn&la=greek&can=*qrhi%2Fkhn1&prior=th/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29pei%2Fte&la=greek&can=e%29pei%2Fte0&prior=*qrhi/khn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C3&prior=e)pei/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29pi%5C&la=greek&can=e%29pi%5C1&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=tw%3D%7C1&prior=e)pi/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29%2Fistrw%7C&la=greek&can=*%29%2Fistrw%7C0&prior=tw=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29ge%2Fneto&la=greek&can=e%29ge%2Fneto0&prior=*)/istrw|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29nti%2Fasa%2Fn&la=greek&can=h%29nti%2Fasa%2Fn0&prior=e)ge/neto
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=min&la=greek&can=min0&prior=h)nti/asa/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28&la=greek&can=oi%281&prior=min
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*qrh%2Fikes&la=greek&can=*qrh%2Fikes0&prior=oi(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mello%2Fntwn&la=greek&can=mello%2Fntwn0&prior=*qrh/ikes
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C4&prior=mello/ntwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29tw%3Dn&la=greek&can=au%29tw%3Dn0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=suna%2Fyein&la=greek&can=suna%2Fyein0&prior=au)tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=suna%2Fyein&la=greek&can=suna%2Fyein0&prior=au)tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fpemye&la=greek&can=e%29%2Fpemye0&prior=suna/yein
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fpemye&la=greek&can=e%29%2Fpemye0&prior=suna/yein
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=para%5C&la=greek&can=para%5C0&prior=*sita/lkhs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn1&prior=para/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29oktamasa%2Fdhn&la=greek&can=*%29oktamasa%2Fdhn1&prior=to/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=le%2Fgwn&la=greek&can=le%2Fgwn0&prior=*)oktamasa/dhn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toia%2Fde&la=greek&can=toia%2Fde0&prior=le/gwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=%5B&la=greek&can=%5B1&prior=toia/de
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=%5D&la=greek&can=%5D1&prior=%5b
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ti&la=greek&can=ti0&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dei%3D&la=greek&can=dei%3D0&prior=ti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28me%2Fas&la=greek&can=h%28me%2Fas0&prior=dei=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29llh%2Flwn&la=greek&can=a%29llh%2Flwn0&prior=h(me/as
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=peirhqh%3Dnai&la=greek&can=peirhqh%3Dnai0&prior=a)llh/lwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29%3Ds&la=greek&can=ei%29%3Ds0&prior=peirhqh=nai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%2Fn&la=greek&can=me%2Fn0&prior=ei)=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%2Fn&la=greek&can=me%2Fn0&prior=ei)=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=meu&la=greek&can=meu0&prior=me/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%3Ds&la=greek&can=th%3Ds1&prior=meu
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29delfeh%3Ds&la=greek&can=a%29delfeh%3Ds0&prior=th=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29delfeh%3Ds&la=greek&can=a%29delfeh%3Ds0&prior=th=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fxeis&la=greek&can=e%29%2Fxeis0&prior=pai=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%2F&la=greek&can=de%2F0&prior=e)/xeis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=meu&la=greek&can=meu1&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29delfeo%2Fn&la=greek&can=a%29delfeo%2Fn0&prior=meu
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=su%5C&la=greek&can=su%5C0&prior=a)delfeo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%2F&la=greek&can=de%2F1&prior=su/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=moi&la=greek&can=moi0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29po%2Fdos&la=greek&can=a%29po%2Fdos0&prior=moi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%3Dton&la=greek&can=tou%3Dton0&prior=a)po/dos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C1&prior=tou=ton
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29gw%5C&la=greek&can=e%29gw%5C0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=soi%5C&la=greek&can=soi%5C0&prior=e)gw/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn2&prior=soi/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=so%5Cn&la=greek&can=so%5Cn0&prior=to/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*sku%2Flhn&la=greek&can=*sku%2Flhn0&prior=so/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=paradi%2Fdwmi&la=greek&can=paradi%2Fdwmi0&prior=*sku/lhn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=paradi%2Fdwmi&la=greek&can=paradi%2Fdwmi0&prior=*sku/lhn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=stratih%3D%7C&la=greek&can=stratih%3D%7C0&prior=paradi/dwmi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C5&prior=stratih=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mh%2Fte&la=greek&can=mh%2Fte0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=su%5C&la=greek&can=su%5C1&prior=mh/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=su%5C&la=greek&can=su%5C1&prior=mh/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mh%2Ft%27&la=greek&can=mh%2Ft%270&prior=kinduneu/sh|s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29gw%2F&la=greek&can=e%29gw%2F0&prior=mh/t'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=%5B&la=greek&can=%5B2&prior=e)gw/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=%5D&la=greek&can=%5D2&prior=%5b
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tau%3Dta%2F&la=greek&can=tau%3Dta%2F0&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28&la=greek&can=oi%282&prior=tau=ta/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pe%2Fmyas&la=greek&can=pe%2Fmyas0&prior=oi(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&can=o%283&prior=pe/myas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*sita%2Flkhs&la=greek&can=*sita%2Flkhs1&prior=o(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29pekhrukeu%2Feto&la=greek&can=e%29pekhrukeu%2Feto0&prior=*sita/lkhs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%3Dn&la=greek&can=h%29%3Dn0&prior=e)pekhrukeu/eto
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ga%5Cr&la=greek&can=ga%5Cr0&prior=h)=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ga%5Cr&la=greek&can=ga%5Cr0&prior=h)=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=para%5C&la=greek&can=para%5C1&prior=ga/r
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=tw%3D%7C2&prior=para/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29oktamasa%2Fdh&la=greek&can=*%29oktamasa%2Fdh0&prior=tw=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29delfeo%5Cs&la=greek&can=a%29delfeo%5Cs0&prior=*)oktamasa/dh
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29delfeo%5Cs&la=greek&can=a%29delfeo%5Cs0&prior=*)oktamasa/dh
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pefeugw%2Fs&la=greek&can=pefeugw%2Fs0&prior=*sita/lkew
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&can=o%284&prior=pefeugw/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C6&prior=o(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29oktamasa%2Fdhs&la=greek&can=*%29oktamasa%2Fdhs1&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kataine%2Fei&la=greek&can=kataine%2Fei0&prior=*)oktamasa/dhs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tau%3Dta&la=greek&can=tau%3Dta2&prior=kataine/ei
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29kdou%5Cs&la=greek&can=e%29kdou%5Cs0&prior=tau=ta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C7&prior=e)kdou/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn3&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28wutou%3D&la=greek&can=e%28wutou%3D1&prior=to/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mh%2Ftrwa&la=greek&can=mh%2Ftrwa0&prior=e(wutou=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*sita%2Flkh&la=greek&can=*sita%2Flkh0&prior=mh/trwa
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Flabe&la=greek&can=e%29%2Flabe0&prior=*sita/lkh
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn4&prior=e)/labe
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn4&prior=e)/labe
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*sku%2Flhn&la=greek&can=*sku%2Flhn1&prior=a)delfeo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=%5B&la=greek&can=%5B3&prior=*sku/lhn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=%5D&la=greek&can=%5D3&prior=%5b
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C2&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*sita%2Flkhs&la=greek&can=*sita%2Flkhs2&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn0&prior=*sita/lkhs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=paralabw%5Cn&la=greek&can=paralabw%5Cn0&prior=me/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn5&prior=paralabw/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29delfeo%5Cn&la=greek&can=a%29delfeo%5Cn2&prior=to/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29ph%2Fgeto&la=greek&can=a%29ph%2Fgeto0&prior=a)delfeo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29ph%2Fgeto&la=greek&can=a%29ph%2Fgeto0&prior=a)delfeo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*sku%2Flew&la=greek&can=*sku%2Flew0&prior=a)ph/geto
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C8&prior=*sku/lew
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29oktamasa%2Fdhs&la=greek&can=*%29oktamasa%2Fdhs2&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29tou%3D&la=greek&can=au%29tou%3D1&prior=*)oktamasa/dhs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29tou%3D&la=greek&can=au%29tou%3D1&prior=*)oktamasa/dhs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29pe%2Ftame&la=greek&can=a%29pe%2Ftame0&prior=tau/th|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%5Cn&la=greek&can=th%5Cn3&prior=a)pe/tame
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kefalh%2Fn&la=greek&can=kefalh%2Fn0&prior=th/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%28%2Ftw&la=greek&can=ou%28%2Ftw0&prior=kefalh/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn1&prior=ou(/tw
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=periste%2Fllousi&la=greek&can=periste%2Fllousi0&prior=me/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ta%5C&la=greek&can=ta%5C1&prior=periste/llousi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sfe%2Ftera&la=greek&can=sfe%2Ftera0&prior=ta/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=no%2Fmaia&la=greek&can=no%2Fmaia0&prior=sfe/tera
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=no%2Fmaia&la=greek&can=no%2Fmaia0&prior=sfe/tera
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*sku%2Fqai&la=greek&can=*sku%2Fqai1&prior=no/maia
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toi%3Dsi&la=greek&can=toi%3Dsi0&prior=*sku/qai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C9&prior=toi=si
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=paraktwme%2Fnoisi&la=greek&can=paraktwme%2Fnoisi0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=paraktwme%2Fnoisi&la=greek&can=paraktwme%2Fnoisi0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=no%2Fmous&la=greek&can=no%2Fmous0&prior=ceinikou/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toiau%3Dta&la=greek&can=toiau%3Dta0&prior=no/mous
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29piti%2Fmia&la=greek&can=e%29piti%2Fmia0&prior=toiau=ta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=didou%3Dsi&la=greek&can=didou%3Dsi0&prior=e)piti/mia

52

Scyles portray the situation of the people who inhabited Olbia or depict what the
citizens of Olbia believed for the Scythians.®? Did Scyles and Anacharsis behave like
Greeks or did they pretend to be Greeks? Moreover, Osborne wonders, if the Scythians
had a hidden desire to use the Greek practices on Scythia.**® On the other hand, what is
proved, is that the Scythians tried to not adopt the Greek deities, especially
Dionysus.*® They murdered everybody who joint the Greek rituals.®® This is the
reason why they refused the existence of Anacharsis. Only, during the 4™ century BC
the Scythians and especially the Scythian elite approved the cult of certain Greek
gods.306 This is confirmed by archeological findings, i.e. gold and silver artefacts
which were found in the steppe Scythia.®*” These findings present the Graeco-Scythian
relations as some of them have characteristics of both lifestyles.*® Still, for the
Scythians the cult of Dionysus was something different.*®® The reason why the
Scythians did not approve the cult of Dionysus was that the god of wine drove people
in ecstasis during his feasts. Ecstasis was the feeling which felt the people who took
part in the Bacchic rituals. After wine consumption they felt like gods. For the
Scythians, the feasts of Dionysus drove people in madness and this was for them
unacceptable and unusual.*® They were criticized the Olbians negatively due to the
cult of Dionysus.*™ Thus, it makes sense the Scyhtian reaction when they saw their
king participated in the Dionysiac cults.*? (Herodotus 4.79)Now the Scythians
reproach the Greeks for this Bacchic revelling, saying that it is not reasonable to set
up a god who leads men to madness. [4] So when Scyles had been initiated into the
Bacchic rite, some one of the Borysthenites scoffed at the Scythians: “You laugh at us,
Scythians, because we play the Bacchant and the god possesses us; but now this deity
has possessed your own king, so that he plays the Bacchant and is maddened by the
god. If you will not believe me, follow me now and I will show him to you.” [5] The
leading men among the Scythians followed him, and the Borysthenite brought them up
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secretly onto a tower; from which, when Scyles passed by with his company of
worshippers, they saw him playing the Bacchant; thinking it a great misfortune, they
left the city and told the whole army what they had seen.®*® Still, it is surprising the fact
that the Scythians did not worship Dionysus, who was the god of wine.®** The

Scythians bought wine from the Greeks and wine is mentioned in their customs.®*

Still, the Scythians worshipped other Greek deities, (Herodotus 4.59) “'The most
important things are thus provided them. It remains now to show the customs which
are established among them. The only gods whom they propitiate are these: Hestia in
particular, and secondly Zeus and Earth, whom they believe to be the wife of Zeus;
after these, Apollo, and the Heavenly Aphrodite, and Heracles, and Ares. All the
Scythians worship these as gods; the Scythians called Royal sacrifice to Poseidon also.
[2] In the Scythian tongue, Hestia is called Tabiti; Zeus (in my judgment most
correctly so called) Papaeus;1 Earth is Apia; Apollo Goetosyrus; the Heavenly
Aphrodite Argimpasa; Poseidon Thagimasadas. It is their practice to make images and

altars and shrines for Ares, but for no other god.’ 316

As a result, the Greeks who lived everyday next to the Scythians, were the ones to give

an essential meaning to the boundaries between the Greek and the Scythian
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37 The walls of Olbia show the boundaries between the two

community.
cultures.*8still, Scyles and Anacharces belonged to the Scythian royal class, they
were murdered.The distance between the Greeks and the Scythians was obvious.**°A
person cannot be two persons in the same time. Herodotus had in mind that the Greek
audience had to feel the frontiers between what was Greek and what was
barbarian.This cultural difference was stressed in every way they could by drawing
boundaries. This difference also continued to the ritual practices. For the Scythian the
Dionysiac ecstasis was something unacceptable and enigmatic.**® The criticism on the

cult of Dionysus was a general phainomenon in the Scythian-Greek relations.**

It is interesting to analyse the Herodotean paragraphs in which Herodotus writes for
the Scythian burial customs and especially for the funeral rites which honoured the
dead kings,*** (Herodotus 4.71-73) * the burial-places of the kings are in the land of
the Gerrhi, which is the end of the navigation of the Borysthenes. Whenever their king
has died, the Scythians dig a great four-cornered pit in the ground there; when this is
ready, they take up the dead man—his body enclosed in wax, his belly cut open and
cleaned and filled with cut marsh-plants and frankincense, and parsley and anise seed,
and sewn up again—and transport him on a wagon to another tribe. [2] Then those
who receive the dead man on his arrival do the same as do the Royal Scythians: that
is, they cut off a part of their ears, shave their heads, make cuts around their arms,
tear their foreheads and noses, and pierce their left hands with arrows. [3] From
there, the escorts transport the king's body on the wagon to another of the tribes that
they rule, and those to whom they have already come follow them; and having carried
the dead man to all in turn, they are at the place of burial, in the country of the Gerrhi,
the farthest distant tribe of all under their rule. [4] Then, having laid the body on a
couch in the tomb, they plant spears on each side of the body and lay wooden planks
across them, which they then roof over with braided osiers; in the open space which is
left in the tomb they bury one of the king's concubines, his cupbearer, his cook, his
groom, his squire, and his messenger, after strangling them, besides horses, and first-

fruits of everything else, and golden cups; for the Scythians do not use silver or

317 Ascherson 1995, 54
*18Braund 2008, 352

319 Ascherson 1995, 56
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¥21Braund 2008, 353
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bronze. [5] Having done this, they all build a great barrow of earth, vying eagerly with
one another to make this as great as possible.””** Herodotus provided these strange
customs of the Scythians, that after the death of a member of the upper-class Scythian,
their servants and their horses had to be killed.*** In addition, the burial rites portray
the Scythian life.**The same type of grief i.e. cutting their hair and harming
themselves were also referred in the ancient Greek tragedies, ** (Euripides), Helen,
enters from the palace, clad in mourning. You there, why have you put black robes
instead of white on your body, and cut the hair from your noble head with a sword,
and why do you drench your cheeks with pale tears, [1190] lamenting? Do you mourn,
persuaded by dreams in the night, or have you broken your heart with grief because

. 55,326
you heard some voice within?

The findings of burials testified the presence of the Scythians in the wooden steppe.®*’

Scholars examine the fact that these burials could give a piece of information about the

*23nttp://www. perseus. tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+4.71&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.01
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relationship between the Scythians and the Greeks.*?® In many burials dated in the
second half of the 5"century, impressive painting motives have been found. In
Nymphaion there are some burials dated in the 5™ century BC which present
characteristics of Greek art but the burial motives (eight horses, terracotta satyrs
fragments from a red- figured cater, and a ceramic vessel full of bone animals) testify
that the dead were not Greeks.**® During excavations, Veselovskij discovered women
skeletons and a panathenaic amphora dated in the middle of the 5™ century BC.**° This
evidence probably indicates trade relations between the Scythians and the Greeks. The
trade between the Greeks and the natives flourished the growth of the colonies in the
Black Sea region. Especially, in the area of Black Sea trade flourished between the
Greeks and the non-Greeks. Firstly, there were commercial exchanges between the
Greek colonies in the Black Sea area and the indigenous people who lived in the
hinterland of the Black Sea.**' Secondly, the Black Sea colonies created a trade axis
between each other.*? In addition, there was a commercial connection between the
ports of the Aegean Sea and the Black sea area.***This also proved by
archaeologically, amphorae have been found inside two royal Scythian tombs in
Solokha kurgan.®** Solokha seems to be the first kurgan which found in the North
Pontic area and it is dated approximately in 420/410-400 BC.** The stamps which
have been found on the amphorae show a north Aegean port.>* In addition, there are
some important burials from Cimblaka, Dejev Kurgan and Geremes from the Dnieper

River during the 4™ century BC.**’

The Herodotean text is archeological proved by the findings of the royal tombs of the
5" century in the Crimea.**® The Kul-Oba burial mound was situated in the eastern

Crimea.®*® This burial is dated approximately during 4™ century BC.**® In the area of
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%41 Moreover, in Dort — Oba

Kul - Oba has been found a vase of the Echidna (&ydvav).
region there have been excavated gold ornaments which show the Greek influence.®*
In a small region nearby Kerch there was excavated a burial in which the dead body
worn two bracelets and a necklace which had the shape of the Scythian horseback.**®
Next to that burial there was another one woman burial who worn jewelry with the
characteristics symbols of the goddess Athena.®** Thus, it could be assumed another
Greek — Scythian connection. Moreover, other excavations in the Taman peninsula
revealed three independent women burials.**® The women must have been the
priestesses of the goddess Demeter since objects of worship were excavated.3*
Moreover, these burials indicated the relationships between the Bosporus state and the
Scythian steppe of the northern Black Sea region.>*” These evidence also testified the
cultural and economical links between the Bosporean state and Athens.>*® The
economical relationships between the Black Sea area, (especially the Bosporean area)
and Athens were known and the reason of these links was the wheat.*** Demosthenes
writes as follows, <*20.31For you are aware that we consume more imported corn than
any other nation. Now the corn that comes to our ports from the Black Sea is equal to
the whole amount from all other places of export. And this is not surprising; for not
only is that district most productive of corn, but also Leucon, who controls the trade,
has granted exemption from dues to merchants conveying corn to Athens, and he
proclaims that those bound for your port shall have priority of lading. For Leucon,
enjoying exemption for himself and his children, has granted exemption to every one of
you.”” Thus, the Kerch vases indicated the strong influence from Athens to the
Bosporean kingdom.**® There was an exchange system between Athens and Bosporus;
Bosporus exported the vital wheat for Athens and Athens influenced culturally by the

artistic works.>**
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It is of a great importance to include the herodoetean text which refers to the Darius
invasion to Scythia because the historian from Halicarnassus believes that nomadism is
not a lifestyle but a military plan and direction.®** Moreover, the aftermath of the
Persian invasion in remarkable, because after the Persian loss, the Scythians managed
to control the area from the river Don to Danube.***Due to their nomadic life, the
Scythians can won every enemy because they retreated in the hinterland of their land
and then the enemy cannot confront them inside their land.*** The enemy faced many
difficulties i.e. starvation inside the Scythia.*>® Thus, Herodotus admires them because
of their ability in strategical plans, while they did not fortify their cities with walls and
like the Greeks cities.** Chronology of the Darius campaign is not accurately
known.*®” The invasion is dated approximately in 513 BC. *® The location of the
battle is estimated to be Turkestan.* Herodotus explains why Darius fought against
the Scythians, (Herodotus 4.1 -4.118)The kings of the aforesaid nations having
gathered, then, the Scythian messengers came and laid everything before them,
explaining how the Persian, now that the whole of the other continent was subject to
him, had crossed over to their continent by a bridge thrown across the neck of the
Bosporus, and how having crossed it and subjugated the Thracians he was now
bridging the Ister, so as to make that whole region subject to him like the Other. [2]
“By no means stand aside and let us be destroyed,” they said; “rather, let us unite and
oppose this invader. If you will not, then we shall either be driven out of our country or
stay and make terms. [3] For what is to become of us if you will not help us? And
afterward it will not be easy for you, either; for the Persian has come to attack you no
less than us, and when he has subjugated us he will not be content to leave you alone.
[4] We will give you a convincing proof of what we say: if indeed the Persian were
marching against us alone, wanting vengeance for our former enslavement of his
country, he ought to leave Other alone and make straight for us, and would show
everyone that Scythia and no other country was his goal. [5] But as it is, from the day

he crossed over to this continent, he has been taming all that come in his way, and he
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holds in subjection not only the rest of Thrace, but also our neighbors the Getae.”®

The reason of the Persian invasion to Scythia seems to be the piece of advice that the
gueen Atossa gave to Darius, i.e. to make war in order to establish his rule. Moreover,
the Persians would not organize conspirarancies against him.** However, the

expansive plan of Darius was the real reason.*®

Herodotus also writes for the seize of army and navy, (Herodotus 4.87 — 88) After
having viewed the Pontus, Darius sailed back to the bridge, whose architect was
Mandrocles of Samos; and when he had viewed the Bosporus also, he set up two
pillars of white marble by it, engraving on the one in Assyrian and on the other in
Greek characters the names of all the nations that were in his army: all the nations
subject to him. The full census of these, over and above the fleet, was seven hundred
thousand men, including horsemen, and the number of ships assembled was six
hundred. [2] These pillars were afterward carried by the Byzantines into their city and
there used to build the altar of Orthosian® Artemis, except for one column covered with
Assyrian writing that was left beside the temple of Dionysus at Byzantium. Now if my
reckoning is correct, the place where king Darius bridged the Bosporus was midway
between Byzantium and the temple at the entrance of the sea. After this, being pleased

with his bridge of boats, Darius made a gift of ten of everything® to Mandrocles the
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Samian, the architect of it; Mandrocles took the first-fruits of these and had a picture
made with them, showing the whole bridge of the Bosporus, and Darius sitting aloft on
his throne and his army crossing; he set this up in the temple of Hera, with this
inscription: [2] “After bridging the Bosporus that teems with fish,

Mandrocles dedicated a memorial of the floating bridge to Hera,

Having won a crown for himself, and fame for the Samians,

Doing the will of King Darius. "***( Herodotus 4,137-8) The majority of the soldiers
derived from the recessive Greek cities of Asia Minor, Then the lonians held a council.
Miltiades the Athenian, general and sovereign of the Chersonesites of the Hellespont,
advised that they do as the Scythians said and set lonia free. [2] But Histiaeus of
Miletus advised the opposite. He said, “It is owing to Darius that each of us is
sovereign of his city; if Darius' power is overthrown, we shall no longer be able to
rule, I in Miletus or any of you elsewhere; for all the cities will choose democracy
rather than despotism.” [3] When Histiaeus explained this, all of them at once inclined
to his view, although they had first sided with Miltiades.Those high in Darius' favor
who gave their vote were Daphnis of Abydos, Hippoclus of Lampsacus, Herophantus
of Parium, Metrodorus of Proconnesus, Aristagoras of Cyzicus, Ariston of Byzantium,
[2] all from the Hellespont and sovereigns of cities there; and from lonia, Strattis of
Chios, Aiaces of Samos, Laodamas of Phocaea, and Histiaeus of Miletus who opposed
the plan of Miltiades. As for the Aeolians, their only notable man present was

Aristagoras of Cymae.*®* The numbers are excessive, so they might not be real.
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Herodotus admires the fact that Darius did everything in order to defeat the Scythians

but in the end Persians were defeated.>®

The most remarkable point of Herodotus is the reference of the river Ister and the
actions of Darius after he passed the river.>®® It seems to me that the river Ister was
constituted a boundary for the Scythians, (Herodotus 4.85 — 4.96) But Darius, when he
came to that place in his march from Susa where the Bosporus was bridged in the
territory of Calchedon, went aboard ship and sailed to the Dark Rocks? (as they are
called), which the Greeks say formerly moved; there, he sat on a headland and viewed
the Pontus, a marvellous sight. [2] For it is the most wonderful sea of all. Its length is
eleven thousand one hundred stades, and its breadth three thousand three hundred
stades at the place where it is widest.2 [3] The channel at the entrance of this sea is
four stades across; the narrow neck of the channel, called Bosporus, across which the
bridge was thrown, is about one hundred and twenty stades long. The Bosporus
reaches as far as to the Propontis; [4] and the Propontis is five hundred stades wide
and one thousand four hundred long; its outlet is the Hellespont, which is no wider
than seven stades and four hundred long. The Hellespont empties into a gulf of the sea
which we call Aegean. These measurements have been made in this way: a ship will
generally accomplish seventy thousand orguiae * in a long day's voyage, and sixty
thousand by night. [2] This being granted, seeing that from the Pontus’ mouth to the
Phasis (which is the greatest length of the sea) it is a voyage of nine days and eight
nights, the length of it will be one million one hundred and ten thousand orguiai,
which make eleven thousand stades. [3] From the Sindic region toThemiscura on

the Thermodon river (the greatest width of the Pontus) it is a voyage of three days and

two nights; that is, of three hundred and thirty thousand orguiai, or three thousand

atpatyéoviog kai Topavvebovioc Xepoovnoitéwy t@v év Elnordvip, fv yvoun meibecbor Zxo0nor koi
élevbepodv Towvinv, [2] lotiaiov d¢ 100 Milnoiov évavtin tavty, Aeéyoviog ¢ vov uev oo Aapeiov
EraoToc abTdY TOpOVVEDEL TOAI0C: TiiC Aapeiov ¢ Svvauioc katoupedeione obte avtoc Miinciwv olog e
goeobal Gpyerv olte dAov 0bdéva ovdaudv: Povincecbor yap éxdotny t@v moliwv onpokpatéesOa
udidov §i topavvedeoOou. [3] Totiaiov 5¢ yvaunv tadtny Grodeivouévon abtiKe TEVIes foaY TETPOUUEVOL
TPOC TODTHY THY Yvadunv, Tpétepov v MiAtiddew aipsdusvor. fioay 5¢ obrol of S1apépoviéc Te TV wijpov
Kal 80vieg Adyov mpog Paciiéog, Elinomoviiwv uev topavvor Adevig te APvonvog woi “Immoriog
Aopwornvog kai Hpopavrog Hapivog kai Mytpodwpog Ilpokovviorog kol Apiotaydpns Koliknvog kol
Apiotwv Boldvriog. [2] obtor uév foav oi & Elnoméviov, én’ Twvine d¢ Ztpdrric te Xioc xai Aidxng
Souioc koi Acodduoas DPorxoieds koi Iotiaioc Midjoios, 100 v yvoun 1 mpoksyuévy évaviin i
Midtiadew. Aioléwv d¢ mopijv Aoyiog povvog Apiotayopns, Kvuaiog.
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three hundred stades. [4] Thus have | measured the Pontus and the Bosporus and
Hellespont, and they are as | have said. Furthermore, a lake is seen issuing into the
Pontus and not much smaller than the sea itself; it is called the Maeetian lake, and the
mother of the Pontus. After having viewed the Pontus, Darius sailed back to the
bridge, whose architect was Mandrocles of Samos; and when he had viewed the
Bosporus also, he set up two pillars of white marble by it, engraving on the one in
Assyrian and on the other in Greek characters the names of all the nations that were in
his army: all the nations subject to him. The full census of these, over and above the
fleet, was seven hundred thousand men, including horsemen, and the number of ships
assembled was six hundred. [2] These pillars were afterward carried by the
Byzantines into their city and there used to build the altar of Orthosian® Artemis,
except for one column covered with Assyrian writing that was left beside the temple of
Dionysus at Byzantium. Now if my reckoning is correct, the place where king Darius
bridged the Bosporus was midway between Byzantium and the temple at the entrance
of the sea. After this, being pleased with his bridge of boats, Darius made a gift of ten
of everything® to Mandrocles the Samian, the architect of it; Mandrocles took the first-
fruits of these and had a picture made with them, showing the whole bridge of the
Bosporus, and Darius sitting aloft on his throne and his army crossing; he set this up
in the temple of Hera, with this inscription: [2] ““After bridging the Bosporus that
teems with fish,

Mandrocles dedicated a memorial of the floating bridge to Hera,

Having won a crown for himself, and fame for the Samians,

Doing the will of King Darius.” ” This memorialized the builder of the bridge. Darius,
after rewarding Mandrocles, crossed over to Europe; he had told the lonians to sail
into the Pontus as far as the Ister river, and when they got to the Ister, to wait there for
him, bridging the river meanwhile; for the fleet was led by lonians and Aeolians and
men of the Hellespont. [2] So the fleet passed between the Dark Rocks and sailed
straight for the Ister and, after a two days' voyage up the river from the sea, set about
bridging the narrow channel of the river where its various mouths separate. [ 3] But
Darius, passing over the Bosporus on the floating bridge of ships, journeyed through
Thrace to the sources of the Tearus river, where he camped for three days.

The Tearus is said by those living on it to be the best river of all for purposes of
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healing, especially for healing mange in men and horses.*®’ After that, Herodotus
narrates (Herodotus 4.102)Convinced that they alone were not able to repel Darius'
army in open warfare, the Scythians sent messengers to their neighbors, whose kings
had already gathered and were deliberating on the presumption that a great army was

marching against them. [2] The assembled kings were those of the Tauri, Agathyrsi,
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Neuri, Maneaters, Black-cloaks, Geloni, Budini, and Sauromatae.**® The kings of the
aforesaid nations having gathered, then, the Scythian messengers came and laid
everything before them, explaining how the Persian, now that the whole of the other
continent was subject to him, had crossed over to their continent by a bridge thrown
across the neck of the Bosporus, and how having crossed it and subjugated the
Thracians he was now bridging the Ister, so as to make that whole region subject to
him like the Other. [2] “By no means stand aside and let us be destroyed,” they said;
“rather, let us unite and oppose this invader. If you will not, then we shall either be
driven out of our country or stay and make terms. [3] For what is to become of us if
you will not help us? And afterward it will not be easy for you, either; for the Persian
has come to attack you no less than us, and when he has subjugated us he will not be
content to leave you alone. [4] We will give you a convincing proof of what we say: if
indeed the Persian were marching against us alone, wanting vengeance for our former
enslavement of his country, he ought to leave Other alone and make straight for us,
and would show everyone that Scythia and no other country was his goal. [5] But as it
is, from the day he crossed over to this continent, he has been taming all that come in
his way, and he holds in subjection not only the rest of Thrace, but also our neighbors
the Getae.”® However, these facts could be fictional. It seems impossible that Darius

had decided to destroy the bridge, he had built in order to leave the country.*”
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Furthermore, it is not wise to break his connection with his army.** On the other hand,
Herodotus writes about an occurrence between the Scythians and the lonians who
fought with Darius (recessive cities of Asia Minor).*”? Herodotus 4.742 “’Thus the
Persians escaped. The Scythians sought the Persians, but missed them again. Their
judgment of the lonians is that if they are regarded as free men they are the basest and
most craven in the world; but if they are reckoned as slaves, none love their masters

more, or desire less to escape. Thus have the Scythians taunted the lonians.’ 373

The Scythians accused the lonians that they desired slavery.*™* The historian of
Halicarnasus narrates, ¢’ (Herodotus 4.128) So the herald went to carry this message to
Darius; but the Scythian kings were filled with anger when they heard the word
“slavery”. [2] They then sent the division of the Scythians to which the Sauromatae
were attached, and which was led by Scopasis, to speak with those lonians guarding
the bridge over the Ister; as for those of the Scythians who remained behind, it was
decided that they should no longer decoy the Persians, but attack them whenever they
were foraging for provision. So they watched for the time when Darius' men were
foraging, and did as they had planned. [3] The Scythian horse always routed the
Persian horse, and when the Persian cavalry would fall back in flight on their infantry,
the infantry would come up to their aid; and the Scythians, once they had driven in the
horse, turned back for fear of the infantry. The Scythians attacked in this fashion by
night as well as by day.’’ 3% “Herodotus 4.133 The Persians reasoned thus about the
gifts. But when the first division of the Scythians came to the bridge—the division that
had first been appointed to stand on guard by the Maeetian lake and had now been

sent to the Ister to speak with the lonians—they said, [2] “lonians, we have come to
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bring you freedom, if you will only listen to us. We understand that Darius has
directed you to guard the bridge for sixty days only, and if he does not come within
that time, then to go away to your homes. [3] Now then, do what will leave you
guiltless in his eyes as in ours: stay here for the time appointed; and after that, leave.”
So the lonians promised to do this, and the Scythians made their way back with all
haste.”*"® Darius was defeated by the Scythians. In general, we could probably draw a

similarity between the Scythians and the Greeks. Both of them defeated the Persians.

(Herodotus 4.46) Nowhere are men so ignorant as in the lands by the Euxine Pontus
(excluding the Scythian nation) into which Darius led his army. For we cannot show
that any nation within the region of the Pontus has any cleverness, nor do we know of
(overlooking the Scythian nation and Anacharsis) any notable man born there. [2] But
the Scythian race has made the cleverest discovery that we know in what is the most
important of all human affairs; | do not praise the Scythians in all respects, but in this,
the most important: that they have contrived that no one who attacks them can escape,
and no one can catch them if they do not want to be found. [3] For when men have no
established cities or forts, but are all nomads and mounted archers, not living by
tilling the soil but by raising cattle and carrying their dwellings on wagons, how can
they not be invincible and unapproachable?*”” As a result, Herodotus praised the

Scythian nomadism because it helped Scythians to defeat the Persians.*” It could be

$7http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt. +4.133&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0
126’ Hpodorog 4.133
TIépoauucvonraddpacivalov.ndeZvféwvuiopoipantoyfeioanpotepovuevaoparvMaiijtviiuvyvepovpéet
v, 10ted€émitoV Totpov’IwoitéchoyovcéAbelv, wgdriketoémitnvyépopay, Eleyetade. [2] ‘avipeglwveg,

ElevBepinvijopeviuivpépovies, Hvaépyecdéinteéaorodery.
rovBavoueBayopAopeioveévieidaoOouduivéEnkovianépaguodvagcppovpRaovTagTivVyEPupay,
OBTODUTOPAYEVOUEVOVEVTODTOTXPOV®, dralidooecOuéctnviuetépny. [3]
VOVOVOUEICTAdETOAEDVTEGEKTOGUEVETE 0P OCEKETVOVAITING, EKTOCOEMPOCIUEWY:
TOGTPOKELEVOSHLLEPASTOPOLEIVOVTECTOGTOTODTOVATOALCoGETDE.
obrouévvovimodelauévavidvovronoevradtadnicwtviayiotnvémetyovro.

$http://www. perseus. tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+4.46 &fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.01
26 “’Hpoodorog 4.46 60elloviogoEDervog, ér’dvéatpatedetoodapeiog,
xwpéwvrocéwvropéyetarélwtodZkobixodéOveaduabéoroo.
00TeYOPEBVOSTAIVEVTOGTODIIOVTOVOUOEVEYOUEVTEPOPOLECOOLTOPINGCTEPIOTTECVIPALOYIOVOIOOUEVYEVOUEVOV,
rdpelrodZrvbikodédveogkaiAvoyépoiog. [2]
TOOELKVOIKDYEVEIEVUEVTOUEYITTOVIDVAVEP O THIWVEPH YUATOVEOPDTOTATAVIWVECEDPNTOITAVHUEIGIOUEY,
TOUEVTOLAALOODKAYOLLOL . TOOEUEYIOTOVOTTWEPIAVEDPNTOIDTTECTOPVYEIVTEUNOEVaETEADOVTOETIoPEQS,
unPoviouivovcteéevpedijvaukaralafeivunoiovtesivar. [3] toiotydpuitedoteouiteteiyeoniéxniouéva,
dAhapepéotkoiéovresmaviecéwatinmotolotal, (DVIEGUNGT dpOTOVGAL droKTHVEWY,
oixijuoTatecQIiémilevyéwv, KGcovKaVeinoavobtoiduayoitekaidmopoimpoouioyery,”’

*"*Braund 1999, 522


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+4.133&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+4.133&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126

67

assumed that he approves the nomad style of life without city walls and an organize
society.>” Due to their lifestyle nobody can win them.**® Except of their differences
there is a similarity between the Scythians and the Athenians. They both defeated the

Persians.®!

After their victory against the Persians, the royal Scythians created a state
over the area of the river Don to Danube.®® They controlled the Greek and the non-

Greek communities who lived there. 3

To conclude with Herodotus, it is interesting to wonder if the historian from
Halicarnassus visit the Black Sea area. From where did he get his information? His
evidence mostly came from other travelers and people who lived in the Black Sea
colonies. In addition, Some scholars examine the fact that Herodotus influenced by
Hecataeus work and this is the reason why Herodotus analyzes the Black Sea
dimensions.®* Herodotus 4.85For it is the most wonderful sea of all. Its length is
eleven thousand one hundred stades, and its breadth three thousand three hundred
stades at the place where it is widest.2 [3] The channel at the entrance of this sea is
four stades across; the narrow neck of the channel, called Bosporus, across which the
bridge was thrown, is about one hundred and twenty stades long. The Bosporus
reaches as far as to the Propontis; [4] and the Propontis is five hundred stades wide
and one thousand four hundred long; its outlet is the Hellespont, which is no wider
than seven stades and four hundred long. The Hellespont empties into a gulf of the sea
which we call Aegean.*®* Moreover, many scholars state that Herodorus travelled

himself to the Black Sea area. They testified their reports because Herodotus refers
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throughout his work, to Tymnes who worked as commissioner for the Scythian king in
Olbia.**®(4.76) But according to what | heard from Tymnes, the deputy for Ariapithes,
Anacharsis was an uncle of Idanthyrsus king of Scythia, and he was the son of Gnurus,
son of Lycus, son of Spargapithes. Now if Anacharsis was truly of this family, then let
him know he was slain by his own brother; for Idanthyrsus was the son of Saulius, and
it was Saulius who killed Anacharsis’’.®*" The lines which referred to Tymnes showed
that Herodotus probably had his own knowledge about the Black Sea area. ** Thus, it
could be assumed that Herodotus visited the North Black Sea region and especially
Olbia.*® To estimate the time when Herodotus visit Olbia is problematic.>® In general
is placed during 455-444 BC.>*

b) The Scythians in Thucydides

Thucydides is the popular Athenian historian and General of the Army who was born
in Athens, in the borough of Alimounta. He was born between 460 B.C. and 455 BC.
His parents were Oloros and Igisipolis. His father’s name shows a Thracian origin. He
writes for the greatest war of his time, the Peloponnesian War (the battle between
Athens and Sparta, 431 BC — 404 BC). During the g™ year of the Peloponnesian war
and while he was still the General of Army, he was sent by the Athenians to the
Thracian shores in order to stop the Spartan General Vrasidas, who besieged
Amphipolis. He was unable to help the citizens of Amphipolis. He was expelled by the

Athenians. During his exile he wrote his books.
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As far as the issue of Greek and barbarian differentiation concerns, Thucydides has a
different perspective from Herodotus.*** In his eight books he does not deal with the
issue of barbarian and Greek polarization.** In his Archaeology he declares that his
goal is to show the magnitude of the Greek culture.*®*® Moreover, Thucydides

underlines the catastrophe that the Peloponnesian war brought to Greece.>®

As far as this thesis is concerned, the work of Thucydides is different from the
Herodotean texts. That means that Thucydides writes for the consequences of the
Persian wars and the damages which the Persians did to the Athenians but his main
focus is the facts and events of the Peloponnesian war. Thucydides tries to keep the

Athenians strong and to remind them the beauty and the greatness of Athens.

The references which Thucydides does for the Scythians are less than the Herodotean
ones. Thucydides writes as follows °’(2.9)Pericles also showed them that they had
twelve hundred horse including mounted archers, with sixteen hundred archers
unmounted, and three hundred galleys fit for service.** Here, Thucydides observes
that in the catalogue of deceased there were some barbarian archers.®*’ Hornblower
states that the archers were barbarian citizens.**® During the 5t century the Scythian
archers were responsibles for the order during the meetings of the Assembly.** They
were something like police. Thucydides includes the Scythians in his work regarding
their social status in ancient Athens, they were public slaves.*® The Athenians
considered them as people of lower class.

As far as the Scythian archers are concerned they appeared in Athens after the battle of
Salamis and the Athenians used them in order to build the North Wall of Piraeus. The
Scythian archers’ role was of the Athenian policemen. Many ancient authors of the 5t

and the 4™ centuries BC present in their works the Scythian archers. In the comedies of
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Aristophanes there are several passages which prove the function of the Scythian
archers in the Athenian society. Still, the title “’Scythian archer’’ means that these
archers had specific Scythian weapons with them, which characterized them as
Scythians. Especially the ancient poets comments on the Scythian composite bow
which was so special. Aeschynes narrates as follows(Aeschines, On the Embassy
2.173) During this period we fortified the Peiraeus and built the north wall; we added
one hundred new triremes to our fleet; we also equipped three hundred cavalrymen
and bought three hundred Scythians; and we held the democratic constitution
unshaken. But meanwhile men who were neither free by birth nor of fit character had
intruded into our body politic, and finally we became involved in war again with the
Lacedaemonians, this time because of the Aeginetans.*”* The same point is made by
Andocides who defines that these archers who built the fortification of Piraeus were of
Scythian origin, (Andocides 3.5 On the Peace)To begin with, we fortified Peiraeus in
the course of this periodl: secondly, we built the Long Wall to the north2: then the
existing fleet of old, unseaworthy triremes with which we had won Greece her
independence by defeating the king of Persia and his barbarians—these existing
vessels were replaced by a hundred new ones3: and it was at this time that we first
enrolled three hundred cavalry and purchased three hundred Scythian archers4. Such
were the benefits which Athens derived from the peace with Sparta, such the strength
which was added thereby to the Athenian democracy.*®> However, this is a moot point.
Some scholars believe that the date which the Scythians appears in Athens is not

accurate.*®
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The Scythian archers were famous because they were able to use the composite
bow. * This bow was so special because the Scythians could use it both hands.*®
Even from the archaic period are the majority of the Scythians archers portrayed. ‘%
Thus, it could be assumed that the Scythian archers theme was very famoums for Attic
painters.*”” There are two examples which indicate that there were two vase painters
called Scythes.*® Archacollogy, also testifies the use of this ¢ ’clever bow’’ and in
general the heavy army equipment of the Scyhtians.409 The importance of the bow is
evident in the ancient Greek tragedy.*® However, some scholars believe the Scythian
bow was a mythical weapon from them.*** Thus, the bow symbolizes their mythical
ancestor of the Scythians Heracles.*? (Aeschylus Choephoroe 155-162) Chorus
Pour forth your tears, splashing as they fall for our fallen lord, to accompany this
protection against evil, this charm for the good [155] against the loathsome pollution.
Hear me, oh hear me, my honored lord, out of the darkness of your spirit. Woe, woe,
woe! Oh for a man mighty with the spear to deliver our house, [160] an Ares,
brandishing in the fight the springing Scythian bow and wielding his hilted sword in
close combat.As they conclude, Electra discovers the lock of Orestes' hair.*

“** Hall 1989, 138

“% Hall 1989, 138

“®lvanchik 2005, 101

“7Ivanchik 2005, 101

“%Mayor, Colarusso and Saunders 2012,5
“®Rolle 2006, 175

“°Hall 1989, 138

“ Jvanchik 2005, 113

“2 [vanchik 2005, 113
“3http:/www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Aesch.+Lib.+162&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A199
9.01.0008 (AdioydrogcXonpdpor 155- 162)
’Xopog

fetedarpvkavoyecorouevov
dlouéveoeomoty

TPOCEPVUATOOEKOK DV, KEOVADVT’
155dnotporov dyog dredyetov
KEYDUEVV YOAV. KAVE O lot, kAVE, oé-
foc & déomot’, £E duowpdc ppevoc.
0T0TOTOTOTOTOTOI,

T g dopo-

16000¢evig avnp, dvalotip o0uwv,
2xvliko. v’ év yepolv mokiviov’

&v épyq Péln 'mmordwv Apng

oxéoia v’ abdtokwmo vaoudv Cipn.”’



72

Returning to Thucydides does not criticize the Scythians but he writes what he
believes for their powers. In his second reference Thucydides describes the Scythians.
He mentions their cultural level. It is interesting the fact that Thucydides does not call
them barbarians on the contrary he does a comparison between the Greek developed
society and the Scythian civilization (Thucydides2.97) The empire of the Odrysians
extended along the seaboard from Abdera to the mouth of the Danube in the Euxine.
The navigation of this coast by the shortest route takes a merchantman four days and
four nights with a wind astern the whole way: by land an active man, travelling by the
shortest road, can get from Abdera to the Danube in eleven days. [2] Such was the
length of its coast line. Inland from Byzantium to the Laeaeans and the Strymon, the
farthest limit of its extension into the interior, it is a journey of thirteen days for an
active man. [3] The tribute from all the barbarian districts and the Hellenic cities,
taking what they brought in under Seuthes, the successor of Sitalces, who raised it to
its greatest height, amounted to about four hundred talents in gold and silver. There
were also presents in gold and silver to a no less amount, besides stuff, plain and
embroidered, and other articles, made not only for the king, but also for the Odrysian
lords and nobles. [4] For there was here established a custom opposite to that
prevailing in the Persian kingdom, namely, of taking rather than giving; more disgrace
being attached to not giving when asked than to asking and being refused; and
although this prevailed elsewhere in Thrace, it was practised most extensively among
the powerful Odrysians, it being impossible to get anything done without a present. [5]
It was thus a very powerful kingdom; in revenue and general prosperity surpassing all
in Europe between the lonian gulf and the Euxine, and in numbers and military
resources coming decidedly next to the Scythians, [6] with whom indeed no people in
Europe can bear comparison, there not being even in Asia any nation singly a match
for them if unanimous, though of course they are not on a level with other races in

general intelligence and the arts of civilized life.*** Here, Thucydides comments the
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progress of the Odrysian kingdom and its expansive movement. He emphasizes their
power as they broadened their kingdom to the area nearby the Scythians. The
remarkable thing is that Thucydides distinguishes the Scythians from all other nations
of Europe. He separates the Scythians from the others, since he believes that they had
special characteristics from all the other tribes, which are culturally inferior compared
to other races. Another characteristic remark is that Thucydides does not make a
straight forward comparison between the Athenians (or the Greeks) and the Scythians,

as Herodotus does. He only mentions what he knows about the Scythians.

Thucydides writes his books in a very perturbed period for Greece. The Peloponnesian
war had broken out. Thus, he cannot clearly do a comparison between the barbarians
and the Greeks since the Greeks fought each other (the Athenian League against the
Peloponnesian League). As we all known in every war there is only cruelty, even in
the most culturally developed societies. When, Herodotus writes his books, Greece
was at its zenith. The Greeks had defeated the Persians and they had established their

superiority.

In 430s is referred Pericles expedition to the shores of Black Sea.*" What is interesting
is the fact that Thucydides does not write for Pericles campaign to the Black Sea
area.*’® Plutarch writes for Pericles expedition to the Black Sea area (Plutarch,
Pericles 20 He also sailed into the Euxine Sea® with a large and splendidly equipped
armament. There he effected what the Greek cities desired, and dealt with them
humanely, while to the neighboring nations of Barbarians with their kings and dynasts
he displayed the magnitude of his forces and the fearless courage with which they
sailed whithersoever they pleased and brought the whole sea under their own control.

He also left with the banished Sinopians thirteen ships of war and soldiers under
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command of Lamachus to aid them against Timesileos. [2] When the tyrant and his
adherents had been driven from the city, Pericles got a bill passed providing that six
hundred volunteers of the Athenians should sail to Sinope and settle down there with
the Sinopians, dividing up among themselves the houses and lands which the tyrant
and his followers had formerly occupied).But in other matters he did not accede to the
vain impulses of the citizens, nor was he swept along with the tide when they were
eager, from a sense of their great power and good fortune, to lay hands again upon
Egypt and molest the realms of the King which lay along the sea. [3] Many also were
possessed already with that inordinate and inauspicious passion for Sicily which was
afterwards kindled into flame by such orators as Alcibiades. And some there were who
actually dreamed of Tuscany and Carthage, and that not without a measure of hope, in
view of the magnitude of their present supremacy and the full-flowing tide of success in
their undertakings.*"” Plutarch presents Pericles as a winner of Hellenism since now
Athens gained the power in the sea of Pontus.**® This expedition proves that the
Athenians knew well the Black Sea region.*® Pericles chooses to travel to the Black
Sea area in order to give an example of the naval — power of Athens.””® Moreover,
many of the Black Sea colonies including Olbia were members of the first Athenean
League.*?! After the Persian wars, Athens succeeded to rule the Black Sea area, where

Persians had been expended.*”> Once more, the Athenians presented their hegemony
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and superiority to the defeated Persians.**® In addition, Pseudo-Xenophon testifies that
Pontus paid the tribute to the Delian League from 425 BC, (Pseudo-Xenophon 2.7)
And if we must consider lesser matters, on account of the rule of the sea, first, they
devised ways of festive celebrations by mixing together various things of different
origin. In consequence, whatever is sweet in Sicily or Cyprus or Egypt or Lydia or the
Pontus or the Peloponnese or anywhere else, that has all been brought together as one

on account of the rule of the sea.**

It is obvious that after the Pericles expedition to the Black Sea region, Athens and the
Greeks who lived in the Black Sea area created new relationships.*® Because of the
Peloponnesian war, Pericles went to the Black Sea area in order to charge the Black
Sea colonies with their tribute to the Delian League.*?® There existed several findings
from inscriptions which testify that the Athenians established in the Greek Black Sea
settlements the Athenians institution of proxenos.*”” In Heraclea was Sotimus, thus in
Olbia had to be a proxenos there t0o.”?® Thus, the Athenians had relationships with the
Black Sea cities.*”® The aftermath was that Athens became more familiar with the

people who lived in the Black Sea area.**

Pericles travelled to the Black Sea for the wheat.”*! Pericles knew that the Scythians
planted the grain.*** This is the reason why, Pericles let a controlled Scythian tyranny
over the Olbia “’Scythia protectorate’”™® It is interesting to consider how the
Athenians react to the expedition of Pericles in the Black Sea area, in the edges of the

known ancient world.*** To conclude, the in 430 and 420 BC, Black Sea became part

“2*Braund 2005, 98

“?*Braund 2005, 98
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of the Athenian Empire.**® Pericles initiated a new era in the relationships between the

Black Sea area and Athens during the 5 century BC.**

¢. The Scythians in Hellanikos

Hellanikos was a logographer from Lesbos who prospered during the 5 century BC.
There is another version saying that Hellanikos was born when Greeks won the
Persians in the battle of Salamis, in 480 BC.**" Hellanikos took his name from the
Greek victory.*® His works exist only fragmentary.**® His interests focus on the

Libyan and the Scythian nomads, the Hyperboreans and the Thracians.**

Hellanikos deals with the Scythians in his Scythika.*** The context of works of
Herodotus and Hellanikos may have similarities but they have completely different
style of writing.**?> This is testified by Strabo who refers to Hellanikos apart from
Herodotus.*** Hellanikos offers a tribal segregation of the people who lived in Pontus
area.”* Kullmer notes a passage from Hellanikos which is referred to the Maiotai
Scythians.**® This note was taken by Apollonios Rhodios ¢ Hellanikos in his Peri
Ethnon says ’As one sails through the Bosporus, these are the Sindoi, above these the
Maiotai Scythians’’.**® The ancient sources located the Maiotai on the eastern side of
the Sea of Azov.**" However, Anfirmov supports that the Maiotai expanded their
settlement to the river Hypanis.**® Thus, it is assumed that they were intermingled
with the Scythians. The archeological findings showed no sign of co-existence
between the Maiotiai and the Scythians.**°

d.The Scythians in Aristophanes
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Aristophanes was a comedian poet during 5 century BC. The plots of his works
denounced the Peloponnesian war and tried to unify the Athenians and the Spartans.

Furthermore, Aristophanes criticizes on the Persian invasion to the Greek politics.

He writes for the Scythian policemen in his comedies in a more analyzed way.*° The
Scythian archers are depicted inferior to the Athenians. Aristophanes Lysistrata
(188)Line 188LYSISTRATA Of course....Well then Where is our Scythianess? Why are
you staring? First lay the shield, boss downward, on the floor. And bring the victim's
inwards.”* A question that has arisen is, if the Scythian, who lived in Athens, had with
them Scythian women.**? There are some findings during the middle of the 5™ century
BC namely a black-glazed bowl from Agora with the female word Scythaina painted
on it. Moreover, Aristophanes in his Lysistrata refers to a Skythaina. From this
statement several conclusions could be drawn. For example, the Scythianess could be
an Aristophanean joke referring to the Scythian men and the fact that they acted like
women.**® Moreover, the Scythian woman could also be an invention of Aristophanes
which suits to this play.*** However, if we consider the reaction of the Scythian public
slave in Thesmophoriazousai, when he saw that girl dancing, it could be assumed that
there were no Scythian women in Athens.”® Aristophanes narrates as follows,
Thesmophoriazusae 1160 “’The Scythian has fallen asleep during the previous ode. At
the end of it Euripides returns, thinly disguised as an old procuress; the Chorus
recognizes him, the Scythian does not; he carries a harp, and is followed by a dancing
girl and a young flute-girl. Euripides: [1160] Women, if you will be reconciled with
me, I am willing, and | undertake never to say anything ill of you in future. Those are
my proposals for peace. Leader of the Chorus: And what impels you to make these
overtures? Euripides to the Chorus [1165] This unfortunate man, who is chained to
the post, is my father-in-law; if you will restore him to me, you will have no more

cause to complain of me; but if not, I shall reveal your pranks to your husbands when

*OBibler 2005, 117
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they return from the war. Leader of the Chorus [1170] We accept peace, but there is
this barbarian whom you must buy over. Euripides I'll take care of that. Come, my
little wench, bear in mind what | told you on the road and do it well. Come, go past
him and gird up your robe. [1175] And you, you little dear, play us the air of a Persian
dance. Scythian Archer waking What is this music that makes me so blithe? Euripides
Scythian, this young girl is going to practise some dances, which she has to perform at
a feast presently. Scythian Archer Very well! let her dance and practise; | won't hinder
her. [1180] How nimbly she bounds! just like a flea on a fleece. Euripides Come, my
dear, off with your robe and seat yourself on the Scythian's knee; stretch forth your
feet to me, that | may take off your slippersScythian ArcherAh! yes, seat yourself, my
little girl, ah! yes, to be sure. What a firm little titty! [1185] it's just like a
turnip.Euripidesto the flute-girlAn air on the flute, quick! Are you afraid of the
Scythian?Scythian ArcherWhat a nice arse! Hold still, won't you? Pop it out and pull it
back. A nice twat, too.EuripidesThat's so!To the dancing girl Resume your dress, it is
time [1190] to be going.Scythian ArcherGive me a kiss.EuripidesCome, give him a
kiss.Scythian ArcherOh! oh! oh! my god, what sweet lips! like Attic honey. But might
she not go to bed with me?Euripidesimpossible, officer; good evening.Scythian
ArcherOh! oh! old hag, [1195] do me this pleasure.EuripidesWill you give a
drachma?Scythian ArcherAye, that | will.EuripidesHand over the money.Scythian
Archerl have not got it, but take my quiver in pledge.EuripidesThen bring her
back.Scythian ArcherTo the dancing girl Follow me, my fine young wench. Old
woman, you keep an eye on this man. [1200] But what's your
name?EuripidesArtemisia.Scythian Archerl'll remember it. Artemuxia.He takes the
dancing girl away.EuripidesasideHermes, god of cunning, receive my thanks!
everything is turning out for the best.To the flute-girl As for you, friend, go along with
them. Now let me loose his bonds.To Mnesilochus And you, [1205] directly | have
released you, take to your legs and run off full tilt to your home to find your wife and
children.Mnesilochusl shall not fail in that as soon as | am free.Euripidesreleasing
MnesilochusThere! It's done. Come, fly, before the Scythian lays his hand on you
again.MnesilochusThat's just what | am doing.Both depart in haste.Scythian
Archerreturning[1210] Ah! old woman! what a charming little girl! Not at all a prude,
and so obliging! Eh! where is the old woman? Ah! | am undone! And the old man,
where is he? Hi, old woman, old woman! Ah! but this is a dirty trick! Artemuxia! she

has tricked me, that's what the little old woman has done! Get clean out of my sight,
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you cursed quiver!Picks it up and throws it across the stage. [1215] Ha! you are well
named quiver, for you have made me quiver indeed. Oh! what's to be done? Where is
the old woman then? ArtemuxialLeader of the ChorusAre you asking for the old
woman who carried the lyre?Scythian ArcherYes, yes; have you seen her?Leader of
the ChorusShe has gone that way along with the old man.Scythian Archer[1220]
Dressed in a long robe?Leader of the ChorusYes; run quick, and you will overtake
them.Scythian ArcherAh! rascally old woman! Which way has she fled?
Artemuxia!Leader of the ChorusStraight on; follow your nose. But, hi! where are you
running to now? Come back, you are going exactly the wrong way.Scythian
Archer[1225] Ye gods! ye gods! and all this while Artemuxia is escaping.He runs

4
f 56

of The Scythians in Thesmophoriazusae are portrayed as idiot and people who
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could be easily defeated.”*” Hall observes that this line presents the cultural inferiority
of the Scythians.**®

The Scythians who lived in Athens during the 5™ century BC were responsible also to
consensus of the Athenians in the Assembly. They sometimes had to force the

Athenians to participate in the Assembly. As a result the Scythian public slaves did
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exist during the 4t century BC.*? Aristophanes narrates an incidence when a Scythian
archer forced out a man outside the Assembly, (Knightes, 665)Sausage-Seller
So when I saw myself defeated by this ox dung, I outbade the fellow, crying, “Two
hundred!” And beyond this [660] I moved that a vow be made to Diana of a thousand
goats if the next day anchovies should only be worth an obol a hundred. And the
Senate looked towards me again. The other, stunned with the blow, grew delirious in
his speech, [665] and at last the Prytanes and the Scythians dragged him out. The
Senators then stood talking noisily about the anchovies.*®

In addition, the savage way of the Scythians is presented in Thesmophoriazusae,line
1002-1015Scythian ArcherHe speaks with a heavy foreign accent

You shall stay here in the open air to wail. Mnesilochus

Archer, | adjure you. Scythian ArcherYou're wasting your breath. MnesilochusLoosen
the wedge a little.Scythian Archer

Aye, certainly.Mnesilochus Oh! by the gods! why, you are driving it in tighter.
Scythian Archer [1005] Is that enough? Mnesilochus

Oh! Oh! Ow! Ow! May the plague take you! Scythian Archer

Silence! you cursed old wretch! | am going to get a mat to lie upon, so as to watch you
close at hand at my ease. Mnesilochus

Ah! what exquisite pleasures Euripides is securing for me! But, oh, ye gods! oh, Zeus
the Deliverer, all is not yet lost! [1010] I don't believe him the man to break his word;
| just caught sight of him appearing in the form of Perseus, and he told me with a
mysterious sign to turn myself into Andromeda. And in truth am | not really bound? It's
certain, then, that [1015] he is coming to my rescue; for otherwise he would not have
steered his flight this way.*®* In this paragraph the Scythians are savage and had a very

*°Bibler 2005, 120
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aggressive behaviour.*®? Aristophanes underlines the cruelty of Scythians and he
identifies the Scythians as the barbarians. Aristophanes,Thesmophoriazusae Line
1128Euripides “"Ah! what can be done? what arguments can I use? This savage will
understand nothing! [1130] The newest and most cunning fancies are a dead letter to
the ignorant. Let us invent some artifice to fit in with his coarse nature. 453 However,
few lines afterwards the Scythian archer, who was so cruel and ready to defend the
state of Athens, changed his behaviour when he met the woman.*®* In order to obtain

the girl, he did not care about his weapons and his work as an archer.*®®

Moreover, Aristophanes satirizes the way that Scythians speak the ancient Greek

language.*® Aristophanes writes as follows, (Thesmophoriazusae 1100) Euripides“Oh!
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ye gods! to what barbarian land has my swift flight taken me? | am Perseus; [1100] |
cleave the plains of the air with my winged feet, and | am carrying the Gorgon's head
to Argos.”’Scythian Archer "What, are you talking about the head of Gorgos, the
scribe.’’ Euripides: “’No, I am speaking of the head of the Gorgon’’ Scythian Archer:
“Why, yes! of Gorgos!’’ Euripides [1105] “But what do I behold? A young maiden,
beautiful as the immortals, chained to this rock like a vessel in port? ’Mnesilochus:
“Take pity on me, oh stranger! | am so unhappy and distraught! Free me from these
bonds. ’Scythian Archer: “’You keep still! a curse upon your impudence! you are going
to die, and yet you will be chattering!’’ Euripides: [1110] “Oh! virgin! I take pity on
your chains. "Scythian Archerz: " But this is no virgin, he's an old rogue, a cheat and
a thief.”’ Euripides: “You have lost your wits, Scythian. This is Andromeda, the
daughter of Cepheus.’’ Scythian Archer: “’lifting up Mnesilochus' robe’’ But look at
his tool; it's pretty big.Euripides: “’[1115] Give me your hand, that I may descend
near this young maiden. Each man has his own particular weakness; as for me I am
aflame with love for this virgin.”’ Scythian Archer: “Oh! I'm not jealous, and as he
has his arse turned this way, [1120] why, I don't care if you make love to him.’’
Euripides: “Ah! let me release her, and hasten to join her on the bridal
couch. ’Scythian Archer: °“’If you are so eager to make the old man, you can bore
through the plank, and so get at him.”’ Euripides: *’ [1125] No, | will break his
bonds.’” Scythian Archer: “Beware of my lash!’’ Euripides: *° No matter.’’ Scythian
Archer: “This blade shall cut off your head.’’ Euripides: “Ah! what can be done?
what arguments can | use? This savage will understand nothing! [1130] The newest
and most cunning fancies are a dead letter to the ignorant. Let us invent some artifice
to fit in with his coarse nature.”’He departs.Scythian Archer: *’ I can see the rascal is
trying to outwit me.’’ Mnesilochus: “’Ah! Perseus! remember in what condition you
are leaving me.’’ Scythian Archer: “’[1135] Are you wanting to feel my lash

again./”467 From this passage of Aristophanes could be drawn some conclusions
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according to what the Athenian audience felt about the Scythians during the 5 century
BC. First of all, some of them might have enjoyed the Scythians mistakes in the Greek
language and felt sympathy for the Scythian public slave and his incorrect use of

468
K.

Gree Others probably mocked the Scythians as Aristophanes did.

In addition in the Acharnians, Aristophanes blames that the Scythian origin archers.
Due to that Scythian origin the Scythians are culturally inferior to the Athenians,
(Acharnians 707) CHORUS What an injustice that a man, bent with age like
Thucydides, should be brow-beaten by this braggart advocate, Cephisodemus,1 who is
as savage as the Scythian desert he was born in! Is it not to convict him from the
outset? | wept tears of pity when | saw an Archer2 maltreat this old man, who, by
Ceres, when he was young and the true Thucydides, would not have permitted an insult
from Ceres herself! At that date he would have floored ten orators, he would have
terrified three thousand Archers with his shouts; he would have pierced the whole line
of the enemy with his shafts. Ah! but if you will not leave the aged in peace, decree that
the advocates be matched; thus the old man will only be confronted with a toothless
greybeard, the young will fight with the braggart, the ignoble with the son of Clinias;3
make a law that in the future, the old man can only be summoned and convicted at the

courts by the aged and the young man by the youth.**® Furthermore, they had different
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customs from the Athenians and this also mentioned in the ancient texts. In general,
the Scythians are presented as softy person who can be easily defeated. Moreover, they
were weaker than the women as Aristophanes writes in Ecclesiazusae (259) First
Woman But there is one thing we don't think of. If the Scythians drag you away, what
will you do? Praxagora With my arms akimbo [260] like this, I will never, never let
myself be taken round the middle. Second Woman If they seize you, we will bid them let
you go. First WomanThat's the best way. But how are we going to remember to lift our
arms in the Assembly [265] when it's our legs we are used to lifting? Praxagora It's
difficult; yet it must be done, and the arm shown naked to the shoulder in order to vote.
Quick now, put on these tunics and these Laconian shoes, [270] as you see the men do
each time they go to the Assembly or for a walk. When this is done, fix on your beards,
and when they are arranged in the best way possible, [275] dress yourselves in the
cloaks you have stolen from your husbands; finally start off, leaning on your staffs and
singing some old man's song as the villagers do.*” In addition, Hall underlines that in
Aristophanes ¢ Lysistrata’’ there is a reference about the Scythian drunkenness.*™
Aristophanes narrates, as follows "MYRRHINE By Phosphor, if your hand moves out
her way You'd better have a surgeon somewhere handy. MAGISTRATE You too!
Where is that archer? Take that woman.

I'll put a stop to these surprise-parties. STRATYLLIS By the Tauric Artemis, one inch
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nearer My fingers, and it's a bald man that'll be yelling. MAGISTRATE

Tut tut, what's here? Deserted by my archers....

But surely women never can defeat us;

Close up your ranks, my Scythians. Forward at them. LYSISTRATA

By the Goddesses, you'll find that here await you

Four companies of most pugnacious women

Armed cap-a-pie from the topmost louring curl

To the lowest angry dimple. MAGISTRATE On, Scythians, bind them. LYSISTRATA
On, gallant allies of our high design, Vendors of grain-eggs-pulse-and-vegetables,
Ye garlic-tavern-keepers of bakeries,

Strike, batter, knock, hit, slap, and scratch our foes,

Be finely imprudent, say what you think of them....

Enough! retire and do not rob the dead’’.*’* According to their customs, as it had
already been pointed out the Scythians used to drink their wine without adding any
water. Whilst, the Athenians drunk their wine always mixed with water, and believed
that this Scythian custom was uncivilized and this is the reason why Aristophanes

characterizes the Scythians as “’others’” and ‘’non- Greek people’’.

Aristophanes writes Ecclesiazusae approximately in 392 BC.*® This indicates that the

Scythians during 4™ century BC where in Athens.*”* Furthermore, as Praxagora
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declares, if she would like to hit the Scythians police, it would be easy for her.*”> As a
result, Aristophanes opinion for the Scythians who lived in Athens had not change
during the 4™ century BC.*® Thus, the Athenians during 4" century BC believe that
the Scythians were inferior comparing with them, an enemy who could easily be

defeated.*”’

Some scholars believe that the Scythians vanished from Athens during the
Peloponnesian war because the Athenians could not to pay them as public slaves.*’®
This argument is refuted because as it has already been said, Aristophanes in his play
Ecclesiazusae in 492 BC writes that the Scythian policemen still existed until the 4™
century BC.*”® Furthermore, there are some archaeological findings dated in the
second half of the 4™ century BC, which referred to the Scythians who lived in
Athens.*® Specifically, two torsos of memorial tombs have been found in the cemetery
of Cerameicus.”® These two statues are connected to the Scythians because there have
been found some Scythian costumes, t00.*** The male dead body was wearing his
gorytus.*® The scholars have concluded that these two people at the time of their death
they were learning how to shoot.®* In general, about half a dozen of Scythian grave-

monuments have been found in Athens during the 4™ century BC.*®®

In general, Old Comedy presents the Scythians as barbarians.*®® This Aristophanean
attitude proves what the Athenians believed for the Scythians during the late 5 and
the early 4™ centuries BC.**" Still, we must consider the year in which Aristophanes
writes the two plays (Lysistrata and Thesmophoriazusae). The oligarchic coup of the
400 hundred was established in Athens in 411 BC and this is the reason why the year
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411 BC was a very hard year for the Athenians. *®® Moreover, the Peloponnesian war
was in progress and the Athenians tried to negotiate with the Persians. After the defeat
of the Athenians in the battle of Sicily, the oligarchic Athenians believed that they had
to change the polity from democracy to oligarchy in order to win the Spartans.
Moreover, the Athenians who support oligarchy they found their chance to get
involved to the Athenian power. Thus, the Scythians who lived in Athens and were
public slaves they had to cooperate with the supporters of oligarchy who took the
rule.®®® It can be assumed that the Athenians in 411 BC hated and detested the

Scythians because they satisfied the demands of the rulers of oligarchy.**

Mocking the barbarians was a common practice in Athens after the 5" century BC.
Before Aristophanes, Aeschylus and Euripides had already commented on the
barbarian customs. As a result, the Athenian audience used to listen of this kind of
description of the foreigners. Still, Aristophanes’ aim was to make the Athenians and
the Spartans forget their differences and be unified.*** Moreover, Aristophanes tries to
persuade both the Athenians and the Spartans that they should put aside Persia and
avoid the negotiations with the Persians, because these negotiations would threatened
the future of Hellas. As a result, Aristophanes in his plays criticizes and mocks the
Scythians.*® This is a good exegesis in order to explain why the Scythians were
portrayed as inferior and stupid in all Aristophanean texts.**® This is the reason why
the Scythians in the whole play had a second role which was always used for the comic
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purposes of the play.™ This also indicates that the Scythians archers did not belong to

the Athenian society.*®

Chapter 2. Historiography during the 4" century BC
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During the 4" century BC Scythia changed and it is observed a decline of Great
Scythia. Moreover, the relations between the Scythians and the Bosporian Greeks
became hostile. This is recorded by Demosthenes in his speech 34.8When he came,
then, to Bosporus, having letters from me, which | had given him to deliver to my
slave, who was spending the winter there, and to a partner of mine,—in which letter I
had stated the sum which I had lent and the security, and bade them, as soon as the
goods should be unshipped, to inspect them and keep an eye on them,—the fellow did
not deliver to them the letters which he had received from me, in order that they might
know nothing of what he was doing; and, finding that business in Bosporus was bad
owing to the war which had broken out between Paerisadesl and the Scythian, and
that there was no market for the goods which he had brought, he was in great
perplexity; for his creditors, who had lent him money for the outward voyage, were

4% As a result this hostile relation affects the trade relations
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pressing him for payment.
between the Scythians and the Bosporian Greeks.

a. The Scythians in Xenophon

As far as Xenophon is concerned | will use his book Anabasis. In this book there is a
reference about the Scythians. In Anabasis Xenophon describes the participation of
10.000 Greeks mercenaries who they took part in the struggle between Cyrus and his
brother Artaxerxis who has the king of Persia. Cyrus won but he died during the battle.
After this the 10.000 Greeks mercenaries had a hard return to their homeland.
Xenophon followed the return route and passed the southern shores of the Black Sea.
Firstly, they passed Trabzon which was a Greek colony. Secondly, the citizens of
Sinop (another Greek colony) voluntureed to transfer Xenophon and the 10.000
mercenaries to Heraclea of Pontos, in order to reach Greece easily. Geographically
speaking it was difficult to meet the Scythians.There are some paragraphs in
Xenophon’s work which mention the barbarian archers. It is not clear if this reference
indicates the Scythians but from other ancient texts which already have been included,
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the Scythians were famous archers.”™ (Xen.Anab. 4.2.28) As bowmen they were most

excellent; they had bows nearly three cubits long and their arrows were more than two
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cubits, and when they shot, they would draw their strings by pressing with the left foot
against the lower end of the bow; and their arrows would go straight through shields
and breastplates.t Whenever they got hold of them, the Greeks would use these arrows
as javelins, fitting them with thongs. In these regions the Cretans made themselves
exceedingly useful. They were commanded by a Cretan named Stratocles.*® In that
passage the Greeks mercenaries had to face the brutality of the barbarian (Scythian)

archers in their way back to Greece.

b. The Scythians in Ephorus and Theopombus of Chios

Ephorus and Theopombus of Chios were Greek historians and pupils of Isocrates.
Ephorus wrote the most famous universal history in antiquity.>® His works covers the
period from the return of Heracleidae until the reign of King Philip 11.°®* His research
was influenced by Herodotus, Thucydides and Ephorus.°® Diodorus Siculus and
Strabo were influenced by Ephorus.®® Ephorus has a negative and hostile view of the
Scythians in his work.”® Ephorus describes the Scythians with a negative example.
Athenaeus cites Ephorus declaration that the Scythians lived in luxury.®® He writes
that the Scythians were very vulnerable and could be easily defeated because of their
luxurious way of life.>® Specifically, Ephorus uses the example of the Milesians; due
to their thrifty way of life the Milesians could win the Scythians.”®” Here, the luxurious
lifestyle is depicted as a negative aspect by the Greek historians. If the Milesians were
tempted to luxury they would loose their strength. Thus, they would be defeated by the
Scythians.
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Theopombus was also a historian of the 4t century BC. He wrote the History of Philip,
which was the history of Greece divided in 58 books.>® For his work Theopompus
used many references from Herodotus and Thucydides.*®® From of his work only some
fragments are saved.’'°As a result, passages from his work were taken from other later
historians such as Trogus Pompeius, Satyrus, Plutarch, Strabo, Frontinus, Lucian,
Clement of Alexandria and Jordanes.”™* These historians included in their texts the
period of Philip’s siege of Perinthus and the facts after the war.>*?The facts of the 4"
century were not described by the historians of that period, but from later ones.>* This
is a totally different practice from the historians of the 5t century BC who wrote what
had happened during their time. It is obvious from the title of his workPhillippica;
Theopompus admired Philip Il of Macedonia.>* He also wrote the history of Greece
which is called Hellenica.>*® This book covered the events of 410/411 until the Knidos
naval warfare.”'® The fragments of his work reveal that he included information for the
Scythian man Ateas or Atheas between 340 — 339 BC.>'” The scholars proposed two

possible versions about Ateas.>'®

According to the first version Ateas was one of the
Scythian kings of the 4™ century BC, and his kingdom extended from Dobrudja to the
Sea of Azov.”™ It is said that the king Ateas unified all the Scythian tribes between
Maioitis and Danube. During the leadership of Ateas the tribal system was restricted.
The second version claims that Ateas was the leader a Scythian tribe which had broken
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into Dobrudja.>" The version that Ateas was a Scythian king is verified from various

ancient historians such as Plutarch, Justin, Frontinus, Polyaenus, Lucian and Strabo.**
Theopompus cited the historical events of the siege of Perinthus by the king of

Macedonia Philip 11.°%? These events talk about Ateas and the Scythian migration into
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the region south of the lower Danube. *** Moreover, Ateas is known for his fight with

the Triballi.>** The Triballi were people of Thracian origin.®® This battle is known by

the texts of Frontinus and Polyaenus.®

527

According to these texts the battle probably

Gardiner — Garden claims that the facts of the battle between
528

took place in Danube.

Ateas and the Triballi were chronicled by Theopompus first.

The relationship between Ateas and Philip 1l of Macedonia is also analysed. Many
scholars examine this point of view.**® Some of them believe that Ateas and Philip

made an alliance.>*

On the other hand, others believe that a coalition between Ateas
and the king of Macedonia never existed.>®! Justin states as follows, the king of Scythia
(Ateas) asked for Philip’s help in order to face the Histriani.”**Ateas promised Philip
that he would give to Philip the land of Scythia. Thus, Philip sent a Macedonian force.
After the end of the battle, Philip asked from Ateas what they have agreed. Ateas
refused to pay back as he claimed that Scythian is a poor land Later Philip claimed to
be marching to the Danube only to erect a statue of Heracles and fulfil a vow, and
Ateas suggested that he himself should erect the statue for Philip and forbade Philip to

enter his territory.”®

Watson also in his work Marcus Junianus Justinus, Cornelius
Nepos, Eutropius, quotes, ‘" alluding to the rigour of their climate and the bareness of
their soil, which, far from enriching the Scythians with wealth, scarcely afforded them
sustenance, (he) replied, that he had no treasury to satisfy so great a king, and that he
thought it less honourable to do little than to refuse altogether; but that the Scythians
were to be estimated by their valour and hardiness of body, not by their
possessions””.”** In addition, in Moralia 174, Ateas wrote to Philip the II: *You are the
ruler of Macedonians who have learned to fight both hunger and thirst. “** Then, in

339 BC, a conflict followed between the Scythians of Ateas and the Macedonian
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troops of Philip the 11.>%® Philip I of Macedonia used as a pretext the fact that Ateas
had not paid him back for his aid.>®" The main goal of Philip Il was to expand his
kingdom to the Black Sea area.’®® In the end of the fourth century BC, the Scythian
king Ateas was killed in a battle against Macedonians.**® There are some clues that his
burial is on the mounds of the lower Dnieper.>*® After the death of Ateas begun the

decline period of Scythia.

After his death, Scythia totally changed.>*" The powerful Scythian state collapsed and
three smaller states were created.** These were Crimean Scythia (which had as capital
the modern Simferopol), Scythia in the Dnieper region and Lesser Scythia in
Dobrudja.>*® Especially, the Crimean Scythia had great importance on the North Pontic
region.>* Furthermore, the kingdom of the Crimea Scythia became more powerful
during the 2" and the 1% century BC.>*® Crimea Scythia existed until the invasions of

Goths and Huns.>*

¢. The Scythians in Plato

Protagoras is one of Plato’s works which also includes a dialogue between Socrates
and the famous sophist Protagoras. The sophists were a philosophical movement
during the 5™ century BC in the Athens of Pericles. This movement was characteristic
because it started doubting traditional Athenian ideas such as the faith to the gods. The

sophists tried to explain the world’s function through logic.

In Protagoras there is a reference about the archers. “’Plato Protagoras which are
considered learnable and teachable: but if anyone else, whom the people do not
regard as a craftsman, attempts to advise them, no matter how handsome and wealthy
and well-born he may be, not one of these things induces them to accept him; they

merely laugh him to scorn and shout him down, until either the speaker retires from
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his attempt, overborne by the clamor, or the tipstaves pull him from his place or turn
him out altogether by order of the chair. Such is their procedure in matters which they
consider professional. But when they have to deliberate on something connected with
the administration of the State,”®’ To my point of view these archers are the
Scythians who lived in Athens. As | have already said the Scythian archers were
responsible for the law and forcement in ancient Athens.>*® Except of that they had to
force the Athenians to take part on the Assembly. The general view of the sophists was
that there were no barbarians and Greeks, no powerful and inferior people. As | have
already mentioned, they doubted the traditional ideas so they might have doubted the

traditional view of the Greeks and the barbarians.

In addition, Plato in his work ‘’Laws’’ contrasts the Scythians with the Spartans.
“’Plato 637e I am now referring not to the drinking or non-drinking of wine generally,
but to drunkenness pure and simple, and the question is—ought we to deal with it as
the Scythians and Persians do and the Carthaginians also, and Celts, [637¢] Iberians
and Thracians, who are all warlike races, or as you Spartans do; for you, as you say,
abstain from it altogether, whereas the Scythians and Thracians, both men and
women, take their wine neat and let it pour down over their clothes, and regard this
practice of theirs as a noble and splendid practice; and the Persians indulge greatly in
these and other luxurious habits which you reject, albeit in a more orderly fashion
than the others.”” Again the issue of wine as a sign which defines the Greeks and the
“’Others’” as the main difference between the Spartans and the Scythians. The Spartans
drinked wine mixed with water as the Athenians. Thus, drinking wine with water was a
common practice for the Greeks. In addition, Plato seems that he criticizes the
Scythians and the other races who drunk pure wine because for the Greeks drinking
unmixed wine was a sign of drunkness. The people who drinked wine unmixed,
considered as uncivilised from the Greeks. Moreover, another remarkable thing is that
Plato writes that the Scythian women drunk wine, too. For the Greeks, a woman to

drink wine was unacceptable.
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d. Alexander the Great and the Scythians.

Arrian, Plutarch, Curtius Rufus and Justin write about the conflict between the
Scythians and Alexander the Great. Still, in their works there are many contradictions.
What is interesting, during Alexander the Great time is the fact that the Scythians
continued to be divided. It was around 329 BC when Alexander the Great had just
defeated the Sogdian revolution that an enormous army of the Scythians of Asia came
from the Jaxartes River. This term was given by Arrian. He states that Alexander the
Great reached the borders of Asia with Europe. Arrian supports his argument by
narrating an incident between Alexander the Great and the Scythian ambassador. In
that scene the Scythian ambassador told Alexander the Great that his country (Scythia)
belonged to Europe.>*® The Scythian ambassador by telling Scythia meant the region
north to the river Jaxartes where is nowadays Kazakhstan. Then, Alexander the Great
passed the river Tanais. There, he built a city Alexandria Eschate, which was an area
northern to the river Jaxartes, in the state of modernTajikistan, in 20 days.
Archaeologically, this city may not have been found yet but the archaeologists assume
that the city belonged to the modernTajikistan. During the creation of Alexandria
Eschate, the Scythians kept on challenging him from the northern shore of the river

Jaxartes.” This is the reason why Alexander decided to invade against the Scythians.
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Firstly, the troops of Alexander the Great started to throw their bows against the
Scythians. The Scythians realised that the battle was unequal and they fled. Alexander
with his Macedonians run after them.>® After that, the Scythians tried to negotiate

with Alexander the Great.

Chapter 3.The Scythians during the 3™ century BC.

In general there is lack of ancient sources regarding the Scythians regarding the 3"
century BC. > Generally, the 3" century is connected with the destruction of the
Scythia.>®® The Sarmatian immigration during the 3™ century BC eliminated the

Scythians.” As far as the Sarmatians is concerned there are historical texts which
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depicted them as hawkish people who came from the East.”™ Except of the
Sarmatians, the Scythians had to face another threat which came from the west, the
Celts.>® The river Don, probably became the area of the conflict between the Celtic
and the Sarmatian expansion.”’ Rostovtzeff believed that the Sarmatians were nomads
as the Scythians were.**® He wrote that the Sarmatians controlled the land of the steppe
Don from the 4" century BC.**® On the other hand, Vinogradov observes that neither
Sarmatians nor the Celts won and the Black Sea area remained “’empty’’ until the

beginning of the 2" century BC.>®

However, the Russian school of archaeologists believed that the Sarmatians came not
from the East, whereas their base was the steppe between the Volga and Ural rivers.>*
Still, there archaeological evidence from that period does not confirm the opinion of

the Russian archaeologists.*®

The Scythians during the 3™ century BC faced the attacks of the Sarmatians.*®® They
were forced to abandon their place, steppe.®® Diodorus Siculus in his book Bibliotheca
Historica writes for the Sarmatian attacks to the area of Scythians. “’2.43 At a later
time, as the Scythians recount the myth, there was born among them a maiden sprung
from the earth; the upper parts of her body as far as her waist were those of a woman,
but the lower parts were those of a snake. With her Zeus lay begat a son whose name
was Scythes. This son became more famous than any who had preceded him and called
the folk Scythians after his own name. Now among the descendants of this king there
were two brothers who were distinguished for their valour, the one named Palus and
the other Napes.21 4 And since these two performed renowned deeds and divided the
kingship between them, some of the people were called Pali after one of them and
some Napae p29after the other. But some time later the descendants of these kings,
because of their unusual valour and skill as generals, subdued much of the territory

beyond the Tanais river as far as Thrace, and advancing with their armies to the other
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side22 they extended their power as far as the Nile in Egypt.23 5 And after enslaving
many great peoples which lay between the Thracians and the Egyptians they advanced
the empire of the Scythians on the one side as far as the ocean to the east, and on the
other side to the Caspian Sea and Lake Maeotis; for this people increased to great
strength and had notable kings, one of whom gave his name to the Sacae, another to
the Massagetae, another to the Arimaspi, and several other tribes received their names
in like manner. 6 It was by these kings that many of the conquered peoples were
removed to other homes, and two of these became very great colonies: the one was
composed of Assyrians24 and was removed to the land between Paphlagonia and
Pontus, and the other was drawn from Media and planted along the Tanais, its people
receiving the name Sauromatae. 7 Many years later this people became powerful and
ravaged a large part of Scythia, and destroying utterly all whom they subdued they
turned most of the land into a desert.”® Vinogradov connects Diodorus Siculus
passage with a decree from Chersonesus(IOSPEI®343) which confirms that the
Sarmatians during the 3" century invaded in the northern part of the Black Sea area.>®®
Still, the Sarmatians won the Scythians but they did not occupy the Scythian steppe
during the 3™ century BC.>® This time the Sarmatians lived in the area of Don and
Kuban rivers.>®® However, Strabo writes that the Sarmatians not only one tribe but a
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group of tribes.>®(Strabo 7.3.17) Then comes the Borysthenes River,1 which is
navigable for a distance of six hundred stadia; and, near it, another river, the
Hypanis,2 and off the mouth of the Borysthenes, an island3 with a harbor. On sailing
up the Borysthenes two hundred stadia one comes to a city of the same name as the
river, but the same city is also called Olbia;4 it is a great trading center and was
founded by Milesians. Now the whole country that lies above the said seaboard
between the Borysthenes and the Ister consists, first, of the Desert of the Getae;5 then
the country of the Tyregetans;6 and after it the country of the lazygian Sarmatians and
that of the people called the Basileians7 and that of the Urgi,8 who in general are
nomads, though a few are interested also in farming; these people, it is said, dwell also
along the Ister, often on both sides. In the interior dwell, first, those Bastarnians whose
country borders on that of the Tyregetans and Germans—they also being, one might
say, of Germanic stock; and they are divided up into several tribes, for a part of them
are called Atmoni and Sidoni, while those who took possession of Peuce, the island in
the Ister, are called “Peucini,” whereas the “Roxolani” (the most northerly of them

0 In addition a decree

all) roam the plains between the Tanais and the Borysthenes.
of Protogenes (IOSPEI?32) mentions that there existed the Saioi who were the royal
Sarmatians.””* Furthermore, the decree mentions that the Saioi did several assaults

against the area of the north Black Sea.>"
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Except of the Scythia, the Greek settlements experienced disturbance, t00.°”® Many
Greek colonies devastated.>” Probably, the Scythian, who were forced to live from the
northern Black Sea area (because of the Sarmatian attack) to the Crimea.>” There, they
created there new kingdom during the 3™ century BC. Thus, the Scythians searched
new areas in order to settle and they tried to recover the settlements in the northern
Black Sea region.’” In addition, the Greek Bosporian settlements faced a period of
economic difficulty, monetary financial problems and difficulties with the grain trade
due to the upheaval which was caused by the Sarmatian and Celtic expansion.””’ The
same situation existed in the river Don were the Sarmatians passed.>’® During the 2n
century BC Olbia regained the control of grain trade.®’® Due to the stabilization
procedure of the northern Black Sea area during the 3"- first half of the 2" centuries
BC, a cultural reapperance noted in the Bosporus area, t00.°®° Especially, in the area of
Bosporus rural settlements recovered financially and they had their own fortification

systems.®!
Conclusion

To conclude with the ancient Greek written sources wrote the differences between the
world they knew and the strange customs of the steppe people (the Scythians).’® As it
is proved the Scythians and their life was one of the most discussed issues of the
ancient Greek historians, poets and orators. This is logic because they were aware of
the Scythians. There were Scythian archers who worked as public slaves in Athens
during the 5™ and the 4™ centuries BC. In addition, Black Sea area was the main
supplier of wheat in Athens. Moreover, the main source of Scyhtian analysis is
Herodotus in his 4™ book observed the special relationship between the native people
and the Greeks colonists. Herodotus had travelled a lot and had met a variety of

cultures.®® Thus, Herodotus was open to the non-Greek cultures and he could
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understand the difference between the various cultures.”® Herodotus wrote more for
the customs and beliefs of the natives as he believed that custom is everybody’s king
and this is the reason why he gives an ethnographical report.”®. He was watching all
these exotic things from the Greek point of view. Thucydides does not criticize the
Scythians, whereas describes their characteristics, too. He also adds the Scythian

presence as public slaves in Athens.

The cultural mix of Greek and Scythian identity is depicted by Herodotus with the
examples of Anacharsis and Scyles. They acquired a twofold identity which indicates
the interaction between the Scythians and the Greeks of the Black Sea area.’® They
lived so close, so they influenced each other. They wore Greek or Scythian clothes
depended on the place in which they were and the rituals they participated.’® They felt
that they were both Scythians and Greeks and to participate to the both lives, too.®
The conclusion of these two stories is that a person cannot have two identities
simultaneously and that the Scythians draw the line at the Greeks who settled the
northern Black Sea region.”® The Scythians defined boundaries between them and

their neighbours in order to secure their identity.

On the other hand, many Greek intellectuals and historiographers wished to stress the
difference between the Greeks and the “’Other’’. The differences between the Greeks
and the non-Greeks were in their mind. What the ancient historiographers commented
on, was directly connected with the historical circumstances and facts, i.e. the Greek
historiography during 5™ century BC glorifies the Greeks and their victory against the
Persians. They lived in the edges of the ancient world. During the 5™ century BC, the
different and “’the Other’” became inferior in the Athenian Greek mind.’*® The
Athenians established their hegemony during the 5™ century BC. Thus, considering
the historical criteria defined what was Greek and what was Other, i.e. Aristophanes
mocks the Scythians in his play because it was a very difficult time for Athens. So the

Scythians represent the other, the foreigner for Aristophanes. The Scythians were in
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the Greek mind the “’Other’’, people who never could be categorized as Greeks. They
had many different strange customs which were strange and unfamiliar to the
Athenians. °°! The Athenians after their victory in the Persian wars tried to define their
place in the world.*® They asked themselves who they were.**

Thus, the Athenian had won the superpower of the ancient world and so they became
powerful. *** This is the reason why the distinguished themselves from the other
people.>® They desired to find their different in order to prove their superiority. The
Scythians played that role. As Braund has stated, the Scythians represented the cultural
inferiority in relation to the Athenians.>®® The Greeks have created certain stereotypes
for the Scythians.>®” As a result, every people from the East considered for the Greeks

as barbarians and inferior.

A very interesting question is if the picture of the Scythians was adopted by the ancient
Greeks authors, the Roman historian and the Byzantine writes, signaled the beginning
of the Orientalism? Orientalism is a discourse which was developed by Edward
Said.*® Said’s focus is on the division between the West and the East.”*°As Said writes
Orientalism was born in Greece and especially in Ancient Athens.®® Orientalism is the
European thinking of the Asia.®® The European people think for the Asian people as
defeated, inferior and dangerous.®® The Persians of Aeschylus conceptualize the
Persians as the non- Greek people who had all the negative characteristics, i.e. Greece
is powerful, whereas Asia is defeated.®® For instance, the Greeks are brave, free
people and powerful, whereas the ‘ ‘others’” are obsequious, awful, feeble and always

beaten by the Greeks.®® Civilization and barbarism were twins gestated and born in
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the Greek mind but above all in the Athenian imagination because of its supremacy

after the Persian wars victory.®®

The Greeks who settled their colonies in the shores of the Black Sea area met the

%07 As some ancient

steppe nomads.®® Two peoples who had different mentalities met.
authors refer the Scythians had different custom, lifestyles and behaviour than the
Greeks of the Black Sea. However, the Scythians held the people who had colonized
the shores of the Black Sea area to be Greeks, as those who lived in the centre of
Athens, Hellas.® On the other hand, the Athenians did not consider them as Greeks,
but they thought of them as people who were culturally connected to the Scythians.®®
They lived too far from them and this is the reason why the Athenians perceived the
Black Sea Greeks as people more connected to the Scythians. Still, the Greek colonists
in the Pontic area perceived the Scythian nomads as “’Others’” as the Greeks from the
mainland did. The Greeks who colonized the Black Sea area felt like the Greeks of the
mainland. They felt that they belonged to an extended Greek community. Actually,
the Greeks colonists in the Black Sea area established a special relationship between
the Scythians. Possibly their relationship changed several times, but the Black Sea
Greeks and the Scythians created a commercial network which influenced mainland
Greece, too. Especially, in the northern regions of the Black Sea area the Scythians and
the Greeks came into contact with the Scythians. The trade flourished and with it
cultural and diplomatic relations between the Scythians and the Greeks. Moreover, the
Scythian and the Greeks established strong bonds sometimes even intermarriages i.e.

Scyles. Thus, the offsprings of the Black Sea Greek could not consider as Greeks.
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