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CONSTANTINE PORPHYROGENITUS
DE ADMINISTRANDO IMPERIO



FOREWORD TO THE FIRST EDITION

In publishing this critical edition and translation of the text of the
treatise De Admanistrando I'mperio, compiled exactly one thousand years ago
by the emperor Constantine VII, we feel that we should explain how our
work began.

The editor of the Greek text started to work on it as long ago as 1926;
but the carrying out of other academic projects interfered during many years
with completing the collection of his material, and bringing it into final shape
for publication. Then, the latter years of the world war made completion and
publication alike impossible. Fortunately, however, the ms. survived the siege
of Budapest; and immediately after the war efforts were again made to finish
the work, and the question arose of bringing it out.

The first draft of the English translation was made independently. But
while its publication was under consideration, chance brought it into relation
with the publication of the Greek text. In the pursuit of our common purpose,
we established contact with one another, and agreed that text and translation
should be published together, believing that an edition of a Greek text is in-
complete without a translation, and having in mind that, apart from the old
Latin versions and those in the Russian and Croat languages, there is still no
complete translation of the treatise in existence.

From the beginning of 1947 we have worked together, through the
medium of correspondence, to bring text and translation into line with one
another, and have thus been able to subject the work of each to the revision
of the other. Doubtless both parts of the work have benefited from this revision.
Certain deficiences came to light in the Greek text, and the editor owes some
corrections to the translator, who has also contributed a few conjectural
emendations to the apparatus. At the same time, the translator wishes to own
a special debt to the editor, whose long study and deep knowledge of the text
have assisted in solving many difficulties of interpretation; and though the



4 Foreword

translator takes responsibility for everything printed in the English version,
he is happy to make this cordial acknowledgment to his senior colleague.

Edition and translation are complementary. For all that, their purposes
are not quite identical; and it has been necessary that a few corruptions and
errors which stand in the text of Constantine should be corrected in the version.
We have therefore printed in italic those few words or phrases of the trans-
lation which do not correspond exactly with the text. References to the present
edition are cited by chapter and line of the chapter; in such citations the letter
«P» stands for «Proem» (ITpootutov), 1. e., the introductory passage which pre-
cedes chapter 1.

Fifty years ago two scholars, the Hungarian R. Vari and the English-
man J. B. Bury, were already concerning themselves with the preparation
of a new edition of Constantine. In bringing to fulfilment what they were
compelled to abandon, we dedicate this work to the memory of both.

Budapest — London
15th of March, 1949.

Gy. Moravesik — R. J. H. JENKRINS



FOREWORD TO THE SECOND EDITION

This re-edition of the Text and Translation of D. 4. I., which appeared
in Budapest eighteen years ago, is published by the Harvard University
Center for Byzantine Studies, Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, D. C., and is
the first of a series of texts to be brought out by this institute. We wish to
thank Dumbarton Oaks for its generosity; and also that large number of
scholars whose suggestions have enlarged our apparatus and improved our
translation.

Despite minor corrections, it has been possible to preserve the earlier
pagination and alignment of the Greek text: so that the Commentary?, which
was arranged for use with the first edition, may equally well be used with the
second.

Washington, D. C.
November, 1966 Gy. M. —R. J.

1 Const. Porph. De Adm. Imp. Vol. 1I, Commentary (University of London, The
Athlone Press, 1962).



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogenitust (905—959) was the
second and only surviving son? of the emperor Leo VI, surnamed the Wise,
(866—912) by his mistress and later fourth wife, Zoé Carbunopsina.? Constan-
tine’s early life was clouded by a series of misfortunes for which he himself
was In no way responsible. His constitution was sickly, and he was indeed
invalid throughout his life.# His father’s birth was doubtful; and he was him-
self born out of regular wedlock, although his legitimacy was afterwards
grudgingly recognized. From his eighth to his sixteenth year he was the pawn
by turns of his malignant uncle Alexander, of his mother, of the patriarch
Nicholas and of the lord admiral Romanus Lecapenus. After the seizure of
power by the last of these in the year 920, he was for the next twenty four
years held in a degrading tutelage, cut off from all power and patronage, and,
though married to the usurper’s daughter Helen, demoted successively to
second, third and perhaps fifth place in the hierarchy of co-emperors. It was
not until January of the year 945, at the age of nearly forty, that, with the
aid of a clique of guards officers devoted to his house, he was able to expel the
Lecapenid usurpers and seat himself in sole majesty on the throne that was
rightfully his.

For the next fourteen years he governed, or seemed to govern: for the
substance of power appears to have been in the hands of the Augusta Helen,
of the hetaeriarch Basil Peteinos, of the eparch Theophilus, of the sacellarius
Joseph Bringas, and of the protovestiary Basil, the emperor’s illegitimate

1 Sources in A. Rambaud, L'Empire grec aw dixiéme siécle, (Paris, 1870), pp.
1—4. For date of birth, see Vita Euthymii, (ed. de Boor, Berlin, 1888), pp. 116—118;
R. J. H. Jenkins, Dumbartorn Oaks Papers 19 (1965), pp. 108, 109.

2 His elder brother, Basil, son of his father’s third wife Eudocia, died in infancy;
see De Cer,, (ed. Bonn.), I, p. 643.

3 For her family, see Theoph. Cont., (ed. Bonn.), p. 370; Z 4. 1., 22,,; Vita Euthy-
mii, p. 58; and G. Kolias, Léon Choerosphactés, (Athens, 1939), p. 18.

4 Theoph. Cont., pp. 212, 379, 459, 464, 465.
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brother-in-law.® These made or marred — for the traditions are conflicting® —
the internal administration. The church was scandalized by the impieties of
the worldly patriarch Theophylact; he, dying in 956, was succeeded by the
ascetic Polyeuctus, who soon showed that stiff-necked king Stork might be
worse trouble than disreputable king Log. But abroad the imperial forces,
under the leadership of Bardas Phocas and his two sons, and of the proto-
vestiary Basil, continued, with occasional set-backs, that glorious career
which had begun with the accession of Michael IIT and was to terminate only
with the death of Basil II. The sole major disaster recorded of the reign was
the failure of a costly but ill-led expedition against Crete in 949.7

During these years the emperor devoted himself with tireless zeal to
the minutiae of every department of administration, and to the punctilious
observance of every kind of imperial ritual ® His greatest personal contributions
to the prosperity of his empire were externally, in the sphere of diplomacy,®
and internally, in the encouragement of higher education.’® His relaxations
were the pursuits which had always lain next his heart, and which, during the
long years of his enforced seclusion, he had been able to cultivate without
interruption: art, literature, history and antiquities.!! He found domestic
happiness in the society of his three daughters, whom he tenderly loved;!?
nor 1s there evidence that his relations with his wife were other than uniformly
affectionate, despite a difference of temperament.!®> With his only son Romanus
he was not so fortunate. To fit the youth for his future lofty station, he lavished
on him a wealth of minute instruction'® which was probably excessive. The
boy 18 said to have grown up weak and even vicious; but the accounts are
conflicting, and he died at the age of 24.

By the age of fifty-four the emperor was old and worn out. His fourteen
years of power had been years of ceaseless toil, and his infirmities grew fast
upon him. A quarrel with the patriarch Polyeuctus, whom he seems to have
had in mind to depose,l® occasioned a journey to the monks and hermits of
the Bithynian Olympus; and from them he learnt the mournful tidings of his
own approaching dissolution. He dragged himself back to the City guarded of

5 Cedrenus, (ed. Bonn.), 11, p. 326.

¢ F. Hirsch, Byzantinische Studien, (Leipzig, 1876), pp. 2861f.

? Leo Diac., (ed. Bonn.), p. 7; Cedrenus, II, p. 336.

8 Theoph. Cont., pp. 447, 449,

? Theoph. Cont., pp. 448, 455; De Cer., I, pp. 570ff.; Liutprand, Antapodosis, VI, 5.

10 Theoph. Cont., p. 446.

11 See A. Stransky, ‘Costantino VII Porfirogenito, amante delle arti e collezio-
nista’, in Atti del V Congresso Internazionale di Studi Bizantini, (Rome, 1940), II, pp. 412ff.

12 Theoph. Cont., p. 459.

13 Theoph. Cont., p. 458.

14 Theoph. Cont., p. 458.

15 Cedrenus, II, p. 337; Theoph. Cont., pp. 463ff.
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God; and there, on the 15th of November, 959, he died.!® In person, he was
tall, broad-shouldered and erect in bearing, with a long face, an aquiline nose,
blue? eyes and a fair complexion. Of stainless morals, deep piety and unre-
mitting devotion to duty, he was an emperor after the hearts of his people,
who testified their affection by a spontaneous outburst of grief at his funeral.

The favourable and the unfavourable traditions concerning the character
of Constantine VII provide no mutually incompatible elements.’® They show
him to have been a weak and retiring personality, artistic, studious and
laborious. If he drank wine to excess, it was his antidote to shyness. If he had
fits of severity, even of cruelty, they were the obverse of his diffidence. His
love of learning was inherited from his father, and was confirmed by seclusion.
His lack of self-confidence was inveterated by his long durance in the hands of
the Lecapenids. Yet in those years he was amassing a wealth of historical and
antiquarian knowledge which bore fruit in those encyclopedic manuals and
historical studies to which we owe the chief part of our knowledge of the
machinery and organization of the mediaeval empire of East Rome.

His achievements in the cultural field were indeed immense. Of his
patronage of the manual arts this is no place to speak. But of his encourage-
ment of learning and research a word must be said. Himself deeply versed in
classical learning,!® his liberal intelligence comprehended both the theoretical
and the practical aspects of knowledge, the knowledge which was good in
itself, and the knowledge which was necessary to enable the practical man to
arrive at a correct decision in the affairs of life.2? To the latter branch, which
was principally concerned with the study of history,2 he devoted especial
attention; and from among the graduates of his university, of which he was,
after the Caesar Bardas, second founder, he chose his higher bureaucrats and
churchmen.?? To this practical education he naturally subjected his son
Romanus also. If such knowledge was important for the governed in the con-
duct of their individual, everyday lives, how much more important was it for
him who should govern all!?® How essential was it that decisions which would
affect the whole world should be dictated by the utmost practical wisdom,
sharpened by the widest experience and knowledge of every similar decision
or parallel set of circumstances in the past!

16 The symptoms recorded (Theoph. Cont., p. 464) do not seem to support the later
allegation that he was poisoned.

17 Theoph. Cont., p. 468, if that is what yapomoioic means here; but cf. Genesis
49, 12, where the reference is to wine-induced brightness, and may in Theoph. Cont.
covertly refer to the emperor’s @uiovia.

18 Rambaud, op. cit., pp. 41, 42.

19 Zonaras, (ed. Bonn,), ITI, p. 483.

2 Theoph. Cont., p. 446; D. A. I., Peff.

21 Theoph. Cont., p. 211.

22 Theoph. Cont., pp. 446, 447; Cedrenus, 11, p. 326.

28D AL, 1,



10 General Introduction

This belief in the practical value of learning and education, which is set
out at full in the preface to the De Administrando Imperio and repeated in
many subsequent parts of the book, was, of course, derived through Plutarch?*
from Aristotle; and the method of education through the early inculcation of
precept, which is illustrated in a long series of mediaeval manuals of gnomic
wisdom, goes back ultimately to the Ad Demonicum?® of the Pseudo-Isocrates,
which, with the Latin Disticha of Cato, formed the basis of primary education
throughout later mediaeval and renaissance Europe. But to Constantine may
be given the credit for its revival at Byzantium; for, to teach practical wisdom,
the material for such teaching is required, and was in his time extremely scanty.
With tireless zeal he set about the enormous task of creating such material,
and set about 1t in three ways: first, by diligent search for and collection of
books, of which the supply was quite inadequate®; second, by the compilation
of anthologies and encyclopedias from such books as existed but were too
tedious or prolix for any but a scholar to read®; third, by writing or causing
to be written histories of recent events and manuals of technical instruction
on the various departments of business and administration.?® A school of
historians wrote beneath his eye, sometimes at his dictation.?® Documents
from the files of every branch of the administration, from the foreign ministry,
the treasury, the offices of ceremonial, were scrutinized and abstracted.3®
Provincial governors and imperial envoys wrote historical and topographical
reports on the areas of their jurisdiction or assignment.?! Foreign ambassadors
were diligently questioned as to the affairs of their respective countries.3?
From every quarter the tide of information rolled in, was co-ordinated and
written down. Learning became the key to worldly advancement.® The principle

24 Plutarch, De Virtute Morali, (ed. Bernardakis, Leipzig, 1891), pp. 154, 155. For
this technical usage of cogla and @pévnowg cf. D. 4. I., P,; Romanus was of course to be
cogdc as well as @pbvipog, but practical wisdom is the end of our treatise.

% Cf. Ad Demonicum, p. 9 C, (Bovrevdpevog mapodelypara, xTA.), with D. 4. I.,
46,6, (GEOv vap, plhtate vié, xTh); thid. p. 11 E (Bonep éx tapciov mpopépype), with
ibid. 13,, (G¢ & Tatpdy Jnouvp &y TEoPLpELY),

% De Cer., I, p. 456; Theoph. Cont., p. 212; Procemium ad Excerpta de Legationibus
(M. P. G., vol. CXIII), c. 633.; Exc. de leg., ed. de Boor, I, p. 1.

Z sbid. pp. 633, 636.

28 Theoph. Cont., pp. 3, 4; D. A. 1., Py; (2coqioduny xat” tpavtév). For Constan-
tine’s own works, see Rambaud, op. cit., p. 73, and for those compiled under his aegis,
tbid., pp. 7181F.; also Moravesik, in Atti del V Congresso Internazionale dv Studs Bizanting,
(Rome, 1939), 1, pp. 514—516, and id., Byzantinoturcica, (Budapest, 1942), I, pp. 207ff.
(2nd ed. pp. 3581%.).

» Rambaud, op. cit., p. 65.

¥ Bury, in Byzantinische Zeitschrift, XV, 1905, pp. 539 ff.

31 Theoph. Cont., p. 448.

32 Bury, op. cit., pp. 5563, 556.

8 Theoph. Cont., p. 447.
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laid down by the illiterate Basil I3 found its ultimate fulfilment in the educa-
tional reforms of his scholarly grandson. This is the true glory of the Porphy-
rogenitus. Among the great emperors who enriched the middle-Byzantine
heritage between A. D. 843 and 1204, none is to be compared with Constantine
VII for depth of scholarship, catholicity of interest or fineness of taste. Of the
last, his Life of his grandfather is a unique memorial. It was Constantine who
amassed the libraries from which his successors acquired their learning. With
him Byzantium, rapidly approaching the apex of its military glory, as rapidly
approached the apex of its intellectual achievement, an achievement fostered
by a princely patron of the arts whose like the world scarcely saw in the
thirteen centuries which divided Hadrian from Lorenzo the Magnificent.

The De Admanistrando Imperio,® to give this nameless treatise the Latin
title attached to it by Meursius,3® was written and complied, as we know from
internal evidence, between the years 948 and 952 It is a manual of
kingcraft addressed to the youthful Romanus, the emperor’s son, and is in
form, like numerous other contemporary manuals on various subjects, avowed-
ly didactic. It aims at teaching®™ the youth to be a wise sovereign, first by a
knowledge of past and present affairs, and second by giving him a summary
of the experience of others in circumstances analogous to those likely to
surround himself; so that, knowing what policies have succeeded or failed in
the past, he may himself be able to act prudently and successfully in the
future. The matter of this teaching is a political and historical survey of very
wide extent, suitable to the training of one who is to rule the world. The
preface divides it into four sections: the first, a key to foreign policy in the
most dangerous and complicated area of the contemporary political scene,
the area of the «northerners and Scythians»; the second, a lesson in the diplo-
macy to be pursued in dealing with the nations of this same area; the third
and longest, a comprehensive historical and geographical survey of most of
the nations surrounding the empire, starting with the Saracens to the south-
east, fetching a compass round the Mediterranean and Black Seas, and ending
with the Armenian states on the eastern frontier; the fourth, a summary of
recent tnternal history, politics and orgamization, within the borders of the
empire.3 Upon the whole, these divisions are adhered to in the text as we
have it.10

34 Basilii Imp. Paraenests ad Leonem filium (M. P. G., vol. CVII), p. XXT (mepi
mowdeboews; of. D, A. 1., ch. 1); and ¢bid., p. XLIX (mepl perémne ypagdv: cf. Theoph.
Cont., p. 314).

% For full bibliography, see Moravesik, Byzantinoturcica, I, pp. 215221 (2nd
ed. pp. 367—380).

36 Johannes van Meurs (1579—1639); see below, p. 23.

3 Bury, op. cit., pp. 522ff.

8 D, A. L, 135, (S184Ea).

39 3bid., Pyygq.

40 Bury, op. cit., p. 574.
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The method of compilation has been elucidated in detail in the General
Introduction to the Commentary*!. These findings can here be very briefly
summarized. The work as we have it now is a rifacimento of an earlier work
which corresponds to chapters 14—42 in the present arrangement. This
earlier work was a historical and antiquarian treatise probably entitled Ilepi
é0vadv, which the emperor had compiled during the 940’s as a companion
volume to his ITept Oepdrewv. As the Ilept Oepartwv described the origing, anti-
quities and topography of the imperial provinces, so the ITeptl &6vév told the
traditional, sometimes legendary, stories of how the territories surrounding
the empire came in past centuries to be occupied by their present inhabitants
(Saracens, Lombards, Venetians, Slavs, Magyars, Pechenegs). These chapters,
then, are the earliest parts of D. A. I. The remaining parts of the book (except
for a few chapters — 23—25, 48, 52, 53 and perhaps 9 and 30 — of source-
material included by oversight) are notices of a different kind: they are political
derectives, illustrated by contemporary or nearly contemporary examples.
Chapters 1—8, 10—12, explain imperial policy towards the Pechenegs and
Turks. Chapter 13 is a general directive on foreign policy from the emperor’s
own pen. Chapters 43—46 deal with contemporary policy in the north-east
(Armenia and Georgia). Chapters 49—52 are guides to the incorporation and
taxation of new imperial provinces, and to some parts of civil and naval
administration. These later parts of the book are designed to give practical
wnstruction to the young emperor Romanus II, and were probably added to
the Ilept 20viv during the year 951—952, in order that the whole treatise might
mark Romanus’ fourteenth birthday (952). The book as it now stands is there-
fore an amalgam of two unequal parts: the first historical and antiquarian,
the second political and diplomatic.

The sources of the various sections, where these are known, are noted
in the apparatus to the present volume. But the peculiar construction of the
book, with 1ts diversity of styles and often careless expression, calls for a note
of explanation regarding the English translation. The chief value of the treatise
to the modern historian lies in its third section, which provides information
not found elsewhere about the origins and early history of many nations
established on the borders of the Byzantine empire in the tenth century of
our era. This information, valuable as it 1s, is often given in a style so careless
as to leave many statements open to more than one interpretation. Chapter 39
is a notable instance of this;* but there are several others. Now, these state-
ments have been, are and probably will continue to be the subject of contro-
versy between scholars of many nations; and it is therefore our duty as trans-
lators, at whatever cost to elegance or even in a few cases to sense, to render

41 See D. A. I. Vol. II, Commentary (London, 1962), pp. 1—8; also Moravesik,
Byzantinoturcica (2nd ed.) I, pp. 361—367.
2D A 1,39 ¢ 0
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as closely as possible what the text says rather than what we are disposed to
think it means to say. Interpretations may be left to a commentary. If there-
fore our rendering is in some cases ambiguous, 80 is the original. If it often
halts, so does the text. If it is often inelegant and uncouth, it is no more so
than the Greek. Where our author is plain and even elegant, we have tried to
preserve his idiom; where he has left his sources to tell their own stories in
their own styles, we have left them too.

With all its inaccuracies and shortcomings®? the De Administrando
Imperio, for the bulk and variety of its information on so much of foreign
relations and internal administration, must be allowed to be one of the most
important historical documents surviving from mediaeval Byzantium, even
surpassing the great Book of Ceremonies compiled by the same indefatigable
author. Its very omissions, the lack of any historical account of Bulgaria or
of an up-to-date appreciation of the Saracen power, have their own historical
lessons to teach us: for these two longstanding menaces to the empire had at
length yielded, the one to the diplomacy of Romanus I, the other to the
hammer of Gourgen. The first-hand information comes mainly from Italy,
from the Balkans and Steppes, and from Armenia. In Armenia the advance
of the Roman arms and the retreat of the Saracens involved a complicated
Roman diplomacy in the numerous and jealous principalities beyond the
eastern frontier. In a divided and enfeebled Italy, during the interim between
the empires of Charlemagne and Otto, Byzantium was for the last time in its
history a strong military and diplomatic influence. The only hint of anxiety
comes from the north, where the watchful eyes of the foreign ministry observed
intently the ever shifting kaleidoscope of the political scene, as Magyar and
Slav, Russian and Pecheneg, Chazar and Alan made their complicated moves
between the Caucasus and the Carpathians.

There is no doubt that the De Administrando Imperio was a secret and
confidential document. It tells too much about the principles of imperial for-
eign policy and diplomacy, especially in the first thirteen chapters, to be safe
for publication. Knowledge of these early chapters would have been worth
untold sums in blackmail to the Pechenegs. Moreover, in the Armenian chap-
ters there are several traces of information got through secret service channels,
which the government must have been most reluctant to divulge. Nor is it
probable that the outspoken criticisms which the emperor passes on his father-
in-law and colleague?®® were intended for general reading. These criticisms betray
the justifiable resentment of a prince deprived of his throne by an interloper
during a quarter of a century; but his strong regard for the imperial dignity
would have debarred him from publishing this resentment to the world at

43 Bury, op. cit., p. 574.
M4 gt D. A. I 435 14 4654 50

46 3bid., 13149-175» Sl1ss-186:
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large. This confidential character of the book, confirmed, if confirmation be
required, by its manuscript history and by the circumstance that later writers
betray no knowledge of it,* enhances its value. It is no partial document of
propaganda, fudged up to impress domestic or foreign circles. Much of it is
an honest appreciation of the contemporary political situation, compiled
from information upon which the government based its day-to-day foreign

policy. And, as such, it is unique.
R. J. H. JENKINS.

46 See below, p. 32.



CRITICAL INTRODUCTION

1. MANUSCRIPTS

The De Admanistrando Imperio is preserved in four mss.! Three of these
contain the full text, the fourth a part only. These mss. are:

P = codex Paristnus gr. 2009: codex on vellum, of 211 numbered leaves.?
There are also some additional leaves, 4 at the beginning of the ms. (3 vellum,
1 paper), and 7 at the end (4 paper, 3 vellum). The leaves are of sizes varying
between c. 23.8 cm — 24 cm X 15 cm. The first three of the additional leaves
are blank. On the recto of the fourth is a Greek table of the contents of the
codex, in a later hand;3 on the verso of the same leaf is gummed a small slip
of paper, inscribed with the table of contents in Latin.4 On the first numbered
page begins the first Greek text, which covers 4 pages (fol. 1*—2V); it is entitled :
’Emiotony; Hudaybpa mpdg Aatde («Letter of Pythagoras to Laisy), and is
followed, still on fol. 2V, by a table which relates to 1t. The «Letter» and table
have been published from this ms. by P. Tannery.5 At fol. 3f begins the text
of D. A. I, and it finishes at fol. 2117. This text originally constituted an
independent codex, with which the «Letter of Pythagoras» was subsequently
bound up, as is clear from the facts, a) that the numeration of the quaternios

1 See Gy. Moravesik, ‘‘H yeipdypagog mapddoots tob De administrando imperio’,
*Eretpic “Etotpelag Bulavrivav Zmovday, 7 (1930), pp. 138—152.

2 See H. Omont, Inventaire sommaire des manuscrits grecs de la Bibliothéque Natio-
nale, vol. Il (Paris, 1888), p. 178.

3 Kovotavrtiv(iov) Pasiié(ws) ‘Popai{wv) mpds ‘Popav(dv) tov 3wy uidy xal
oupBaciiéa Edvoypapla x(al) xopoypaple x(at) mowxthy Tic iotople Telvousa Tpde Spdiv
drobxnowv 1(¥s) “Popai(wv) Pasiel{ag) No. 21.»

1 (Codex 1783. Membr. 13. saec. Epistola Pythagorae ad Laidem cum laterculo
eiuadem de vita et morbo, victoria et clade aliisque rebus, inventione et amissione, lucro
et damno, bona via et mala. Constantini Imperatoris ad Romanum filium Porphyrogeni-
tum Imperatorem. Est liber de administrando imperio, quem edidit Meursius. Ms. 1240.»

& ‘Notices sur des fragments d’onomatomancie arithmétique’, Notices et extraits
des manuscrits de la Bibliothéque Nationale et qutres bibliothéques, vol. XXXI. 2. partie,
(Paris, 1886), pp. 231—260; cf. K. I. Dyobuniotes, *Ovopatopavrete’, Big pviunv Zrupt-
Swvog Adprpov, (Athens, 1935), pp. 491—494.
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begins only at fol. 37; and b) that the beginning of D. 4. I., that is to say, the
first page (fol. 37) of the original codex, is so much worn, and the handwriting
so indistinct, as to require its mending in brown ink by a later hand. In any
case, the «Letter of Pythagoras» is copied in a different, and in all probability
a later, hand. The subsequent history of the codex gives us, as we shall see,
some clue as to when the «Letter» became attached to the ms. of D. 4. I.

The text of D. 4. I. ends in the middle of fol. 2117. The rest of this page
and its verso, which, as it was the last page of the original codex, is very much
the worse for wear, contain a number of notes in different and, in some cases,
later hands. Of especial interest as casting light on the origin of the codex 1s
that written on the then blank fol. 211V by the actual copyist of D. 4. I., in
the same red ink which he employed for the initial letters and headings of the
chapters. Some of the letters in this note are so much worn and so dim as to
render them now almost illegible. The text of this metrical epilogue 1s as
follows: 1BiBro¢ xais[ap]os ZImavvov ol Aodxa 3ypagpih{oa) yepalv foixoyevods
olxétov SMuya(M)r ovépatt Stob ‘Poilatrov §, which makes it quite
clear that the ms. at one time belonged to the library of the Caesar John Ducas,
and that the copyist was his own confidential secretary, Michael.® Unfortunately
there is no date, but the name of the Caesar John Ducas, references to whom
in Byzantine sources occur between the years 1059—1081, proves that the
ms. was copied towards the end of the XI century. This 1s confirmed by a
dated note in a later hand on the same page, which contains a reference to the
year 1098/9.7

Concerning the adventures of the codex during the Byzantine age we
have no other information, apart from the evidence of marginal notes to be
described lower down; it emerges again only towards the beginning of the
XVI century, when it was copied in 1509 by.Antony Eparchus, very probably
in the island of Corfu (see ms. V below). By the middle of the century our ms.
was in Italy, whither it had been brought perhaps through the agency of
Janus Lascaris® The first mention of it in Italy is in the catalogue of the
library of Cardinal Niccolo Ridolfi.® On the death of Ridolfi in 1550, it passed,

¢ See G. Kolias, “O xaioap *lwdvwwng Aobxag dvriypageds tob cod. Par. Gr. 2009
700 De administrando imperio’, *Emetnplc ‘Etaipetoag Bulavrivéy Lnouvdav, 14 (1938),
Pp. 300—305; Gy. Moravesik, ‘La provenance du manuscrit byzantin du «De admini-
strando imperioy’, Bulletin de la Société Historique Bulgare, 16—18 (1940), pp. 333—337;
B. Leib, ‘Jean Doukas, César et moine’, Analecta Bollandigna 68 (1950), pp. 163—180.
— In the deciphering of the text I was given valuable assistance by Prof. F. Dolger (Mu-
nich) and Dir. V. Laurent (Paris), to whom I express my sincere gratitude.

7 See Gy. Moravesik, 'Enetnple ‘Erotpetag Bulavrivay Znovdav, 7 (1930), p. 141,
but cf. V. Laurent, Erasmus, 3 (1950) p. 766.

8 See B. Knos, Un ambassadeur de U'hellénisme — Janus Lascaris — et la tradition
greco-byzantine dans Uhumanisme francais, (Uppsala-Paris, 1945), pp. 213, 216.

® (Num. 21. Constantini Romanorum Imperatoris ad Romanum filium descriptio
gentium et locorum, ac varia historia ad rectam administrationem tendens.» See B. Mont-
faucon, Bibliotheca bibliothecarum manuscriptorum nova I1 (Parisiis, 1739), p. 777.
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along with others of his books, into the possession of Pietro Strozzi, and later,
in 1560, into the collection of Catherine de Medici. At this period some chap-
ters from it were transcribed by Andrea Darmari (see ms. M below). From
Catherine’s library it passed in 1599 to the Bibliothéque Royale in Paris,
where it was numbered 2661.1° Now, since the relevant entry in the catalogue
of Ridolfi’s library is simply a Latin rendering of the Greek note on the recto
of the fourth fly-leaf at the beginning of our ms. (see above), and since this
entry notes D. 4. I. only, we conclude that the «Letter of Pythagorasy was
attached to our ms. subsequently to its being placed in the Bibliothéque
Royale. This conclusion is confirmed by the circumstance that the present
sumptuous binding of gilt red morocco bears the cypher of King Henry IV
(1589—1610).

This manuscript, some pages of which have been published in facsimile,1*
I have studied by means of photographic reproductions in the Library of the
Hungarian National Museum, and also by examination of the original in
the Bibliothéque Nationale at Paris in 1936 and in 1948.

The text of D. A. I. was, as we have seen, copied by a certain Michael
Roizaites. Only in two passages (fol. 31V—32r == 14,, cupdeudopapTupobvrog
—15g moAépovg xal, and 35V—36T = 20 xal T vijcov — 21, yevécDa)l2
has another hand relieved him. The text is written in single columns, and the
columns vary in dimension between c. 16—17 cm. deep X 11—12 cm. across.
The medium is the usual dark brown Byzantine ink, save that initial letters
and headings of chapters are in red, a detail which goes back to the original
copyist. The script is a mixture of uncial and minuscule; v, 3, ¢, §, 7, %, A,
u, &, 7 are written both ways indifferently; uncial forms of B, ¢, w are un-
common, and very rare are uncial forms af a, v, o, {. Here and there we find
a cursive 9, while T occasionally rises above the height of the other letters.
Rough breathing is still angular in shape, but the smooth breathing is always
round. The writing is either on the ruled lines or under them, but never above
them. Ligature abbreviations are frequent; short-hand abbreviations and

10 See H. Omont, ‘Un premier catalogue des manuscrits grecs du cardinal Ridolfi’,
Bibliothéque de U Ecole des Chartes, 49 (1888), pp. 309—323; J. Haury, Sitzungsberichie der
philos.-philol. und der hist. Classe der bayer. Akademie der Wiss. 1895. I, pp. 142—143,
147; V. Gardthausen, Sammlungen und Cataloge griechischer Handschriften, (Leipzig,
1903), p. 18; F. Dalger, ‘Der Titel des sog. Suidaslexikons’, Sitzungsberichte der Bayers-
schen Akademie der Wissenschaften, Philos.-hist. Abt. 1936. Heft 6., (Miinchen, 1936), pp.
36—37.

11 See Arpdd ¢s az Arpddok, szerk. Csinky Dezsé, (Budapest, 1908): fol. 111f =
p- 46/7., fol. 1127 = p. 168/9., fol. 113* = p. 174/5., fol. 115V = p. 140/1.; cf. Gy. Moravesik,
Byzantinoturcica, vol. II, (Budapest, 1943), p. 51 (2nd ed. pl. IT, no. 4). See also the
facsimile on the opposite page.

12 For the principles which have been applied to the transcription of the mss.
variants, see below p. 37.



18 Critical Introduction

abbreviations by suspension occur rarely, and mostly at the ends of lines.
The copyist is fond of special ligatures for at, g0, 77, of kinds which occur in
other contemporary mss.

In the orthography the most notable points are these: iota subscript is
never found, iota adscript once only (5345, t6t). As regards peculiarities of
accentuation, we may note that proper names ending in -ttat in many cases
carry the paroxytone accent in nom. and gen, plural (e. g. 2, Ilatlwvaxival,
814 IMarlwaxitwy, 5355, Xepowvitar, 53g; Xepowvitwy); while the genitive
plural of paroxytone racial names in -o¢ is sometimes perispomenon (e. g. 28,
Qoayydv, 32, ZepBrdv). The word et is occasionally accented with double
stroke: &mel (e. g. 48,,, 49y, 49,5). With regard to misspellings due to pronun-
ciation, it is particularly noticeable that the copyist makes the same error
consistently through a series of particular words or forms. Characteristic ex-
amples of such regularly repeated misspellings are: ou for ¢ at the end of
2nd person plural verbs (e. g. 8; &xadélecdur, 53,9 uddetar, 534,, dmodetfatar);
et for v commonly in the words eitig = frig (e. g. 13, 2644, 29534), elnep = Fmep
(e. g. 38,9, 5049,) and el = #c (e. g. 31,, 35,, 4344,); and in the augmented
forms of the verb aitéd (e. g. 29,4, elricato = fTcuro, 424 elrhcavro =
frhcavto, 50,0 elthoato = Jrhoaro); n for e almost invariably in the
infinitive forms -ewv and -eiv (e. g. 15 TnSaktovytyy, 47, Sumeony), and quite
often also in the words % and ) = el (e. g. 13g;, 29,44, 41;6), 3% = 3¢l (e. g.
13,9, 13,46), and in the verb Omixw = dmeixw (6. g. 38;5, 50,9, 50g). Some
confusion Is seen in the use of v and v in the different forms of the verbs Aapfa-
vo and Aeimo (e. g. Py Aelderar = Mperar, 255, cuvedelpdn = cuvediipdm,
20593 amolelfecdon = dmohndecPe, 21,5 Omedpdncay = OmereioInony,
263, xatadnedels = xataherpdelg, 464, xateEMedn = xateheipdy). o is found
consistently for o in the -ovrat termination of the 3rd person plur. pres. ind.
pass. (e. 8. 9411 xarépywvral, 31y Teptowlwvrat, 37, ciplonwvrat); and often
also in the termination -ov of nom. neut. partic. act. (e. g. 9g; &x v, 1394 orteA-
Yo, 37,4 amoBrénwv). From verbs beginning with o the temporal augment is
usually absent (e. g. 13, Sroptoaro, 26,, petovouksdn, 30, dppioav). From
the point of view of the history of Byzantine pronunciation it is significant
that in our codex we frequently meet with v for ot (e. g. 20, sTuyToUE = GTOUYY-
oo, 45, puyevdnong = pouxeudelone, 51,50 HvuEav = fvorkay), and vice versa
(e. g 955 mpoluvay = wpduvay, 265, duvolovreg = duvdovreg, 53,9, PpoLATTE-
pevog = gpuattopevog). This proves that at the period when the work
was copied, the pronunciation of these two sounds was still identical (a modi-
fied u). An odd feature, which we meet here and elsewhere, is the frequent
interchange between the forms fueicand dueic (e. g. 27 55 43,5 53g,). As regards
consonants, we note uncertainty in the writing of double consonants (e. g.
Py, avtitdosadon, 164 pocatov, 4245 Evalhacbpevor, 9,9 touvvion, 284, ooy,
4534 ofupepov); and the substitution of pd, pr for v9, vrr (e. g. 13,4, oupmey-
depuioan, 26, Zp IMahaorivy, 27, Eumpwrowg); and of yv for yyv (e. g
299; omhaywnodeic = omhayyviodelg). These details also throw light on
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contemporary pronunciation. There is a curious use of v for y before v, x, %
(. g. 27,3 Kdévxopda, 295 &vwpdppoarta, 431, Sryovyydlovies, 52;; wovyu-
Aevtal); moreover, while on the one hand the accusative sing. in « of 3rd
declension substantives and the -9 or -7 of the 3rd pers. ging. aor. pass. indic.
add a v before a word beginning with a vowel (e. g. 133, Bacuréav, 26,
lvav, 264, Suyatépay, 535, vOxtay, 325 &yevwwhdny, 43,,, anecordiny), on
the other hand the v of the acc. sing. of péyoc (e. g. 999, 414, 46,5;), and of the
1st pers. sing. aor. pass. indic. drops off before words beginning with a con-
sonant (e. g. 27, Evopicdy, 29,4 E3LOYIM, 5344 Hvoryracdn).

In the ms. we note several words erased, amended, completed or correct-
ed. A detailed study of the original may identify traces of at least six different
hands in the text and, besides, of five other hands which have added marginal
notes. There is no doubt that the copyist himself made some erasures and
corrections; but from the styles of the handwriting and from other evidence
it can be established that many alterations have been made by hands in the
XIV and later centuries. In one place a marginal gloss bears a date which
proves it to have been written in 1361/2 (165). To determine the chronology
of certain other alterations we may argue from the fact that in V, which was
copied from P, we often find the true text as it was before correction, which
proves that at least these alterations in P were done by a hand postertor to
the date when V was copied, that is, posterior to 1509 (e. g. P; 29vév P V:
&9év PY || 38, 6 *Aruodtlng P V: Zopodrtlng PY || 38, *Alpoltln P V:
Zaipovtln PY).

In the margins of the ms. are notes, some of which are from the hand
of the original copyist, but others, as the style of handwriting demonstrates,
from those of later readers, principally of the XIV and XVI centuries. Some
of these notes are in Latin. In the marginal notes, too, we may distinguish at
least six hands. Those which go back to the hand of the copyist are mainly
chapter-headings and citations of the contents, which were added to the text
either by collaborators of the imperial author or by later scribes and readers.
At least one of these original notes is not contemporary with the work itself,
as is proved beyond doubt by its reference to the Abbot John Tornices as
holder of the office of Syncellus, an office which, as we know, was conferred
on him about the year 979;!% this note, therefore, was written about three
decades after the treatise was compiled.

A list of these original comments, and the passages to which they
refer, is as follows: 1; Ile(pl) tév IMotlwontdv || 2, ITe(pl) 7dv Ila-
tlwottdv  (xal) tov ‘Pég || 3; Ie(pl) tav IMatlwoet(dv) (xat) Todp-
x(@v) || 4, IMe(pl) wav v &dv(&v) || 5; He(pl) tév HMatlwont(év) (xal)
7(év) Boukydpwv || 6; Ie(pl) t6v Horlwoncrt(év) (xal) Xepowvitdv || 7, Tle-
(pt) T(&v) dnd Xepodvog amosterrop(évey) Basiax(@y) &v Horlvaxio || 8,

13 N. Adontz, “Tornik le moine’, Byzantion, 13 (1938), pp. 148-—149.
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ITe(pl) 700 amoatelhop(évov) Bacthe(od) &x T(3g) moMewg) S T(&v)
nor(x)u(6v) || 8y IMe(pl) Tod xhmpueod Tafpuhin || 9y lle(pl) 7of mésg
xarépywvr(on) ol ‘Péc &v Kwvoravrivourmd(he) || 950 Ile(pl) Tév 2eyop(évav)
xarpher(ev) || 9 Te(pl) w05 B oporyia(oD) || 9 Te(el) 7o ¥ pporyu(od)
| 9y He(pl) ol & poyp(od) || 9, IHe(pl) Tob & @poypol || 9 IMe(pl)
00 ¢ qpayuod || 9 ITe(pl) 100 T gpayuob || 955 Ie(pl) tHg vhoou ol
700 Spudg xol tév Yuoiav || 9y, He(pl) t(&v) OBCw(v) || 10, Ile(pl) t¥e
Xaloptag || 11; IHe(pl) t¥g Xepodvo(g) xat t(3g) Booombpov || 13,5 Ie(pt)
ol Aapmpob || 16; TO Jepotiv tédv Dapoxtv(dv) (xol) wotov ypd(vov)
I ov) || 21y Atdpe(oic) wov "ApdBav || 21, € dpxnyd(s) ApdPev |
21,, Obrog mapenddmoe(v) iy Koveravrivodmo(dw) || 22, Sov | 22,
Me(pt) 1%¢ vhooou tig Kofmne || 226 Somy’ || 31 Aw t Mywvrar Xo(w)-
Bator || 3349 Ié3(ev) Aéye(vitan Zayhodpor || 34, Ile(pl) Erép(wv) Edvav |
36,4 ITe(pl) T0D aylov dmo(oTdrov) Aouxd xal Iadrov || 3745 “Ot ' &pyo(v)-
reg elol(v) &v Ilatlv(a)xia || 3735 “Ott (xad) elc w' péom M IMoalwoexi(a) ||
3850 “O7t ot Tobp(xot) elg T Suupobvrar || 42, He(pu)nyn(ow) yewypo(punn)
Thg onvduddic Yic || 43,55 OB10(c) 2oti(v) 6 w(at)np Nixo(Adou) poayiotpou
vou  Topvixy || 44, Ile(pt) t(év) xd(otpwv) 1(Fg) *Avatoric | 45,
Me(pt) tév ’Ifnpwv || 45, OBto(c) (éotlv) & Tlunoy(fe) Emuxhndeic ||
45,50 Ie(pt) 7o xd(otpov) 7ob ’Afvixouv || 45,3 Olro(g) (éotiv)
ZovpBovér(ng) 6 m(at)Np o0 Topviun t(od) &B& To¥ dpt(lewg) cuyxeNrov ||
46, II63(ev) veyéva(ow) ol “IBmpeg || 47, He(pl) t(év) Kumplow || 50,44
IMolov mfuar(og) v Tob (mpwroomadupiov) &kiwpa || 51; Ile(pt) tob
Spopwmviov || 53,5 Obro(c) (2o7tiv) 6 10l peydarov Kwvortavr(ivou) m(at)e-

The marginal notes appended by later hands consist principally of
repetitions of words or names occuring in the text; but there are a few which
are worth noting from the point of view of their content. These are:
3; HMotlvaxar ol Adixeg mpdrepov P8 (cf. Suidas s. v. Adxeg, ed. Ada Adler,
IL, p. 2.) || 8, Motlwvdxar oi Adxeg, Bovkydpot of Muoot P53 || 165 viv 3¢
(Borwv) Swo’ (Ivdxrtiddvoc) e’ g elvar &md tHT(e) g viv ypbvor u’ P3 ||
21 Iepi Tob *AMu Tob yapBpob tod Movdued P2 || 21,, IIérepos *Arnu
xot MeBic P8 || 28, Madopa(dnov) 10 viv Mohapédx(ov) P8 || 29,
Teayodprov P7 || 3045 "ANBodvov P7 *Adpméva P8 || 32,, ZéoPra P8 1a
vov Zépfote v 1) Bepola P® || 32y, XépProl Sra 1 So¥hor pwpain(éc) P ||
3649 Dapo viicog N Aéleva P8 || 36, Bpdtlne viioog ta ITpatla P8 || 40,,
*Ered mo(topoc) x(al) Kovlob P8,

Marginal notes and textual emendations are especially frequent in the
chapters dealing with the Arabs (14—22), a fact which, like the gloss of the
year 1361/2, mentioned above, suggests that this section of the treatise was at
some time or another an object of peculiar interest to Byzantine readers.

The original text has not merely been subject to emendations and alter-
ations by later hands, but has also been touched by the hand of time. We
have said that the writing on the first and last pages of the originally indepen-
dent ms. was so much worn and faded that it had to be rewritten. Traces of
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such rewriting are observable in other parts of the codex as well. Apart from
these ravages of time, some leaves (fol. 59, 63, 75, 80) have received such
material damage through clipping of the margins that the text itself is impaired
and some letters are missing.

V = codex Vaticanus— Palatinus gr. 126: codex on paper of 271 number-
ed leaves; 3 additional leaves at the beginning, 1 at the end. Leaves measure
21.2 x 15.4 em. Ms. contains several works. After D. 4. 1., which covers fol 27
to 127r, come works of Tzetzes, Theophrastus, Bessarion and Nicolas Secun-
dinus, though these have been copied by other hands.! At the end of the text
of D. A. I., at the bottom of fol. 127%, are two notes in the hand of the copyist:
36k t@ H(e)d T Abyov xal yv@dowv Tolg dv(Fpdm)ows Swpovutve : aph’: tou-
v(iw) &7 Ereret®@I(n) 1 apvd™ poate 16’7, Eyd *Avrdvioc 6 "Emapyog moic &v xatd
76, 0pd Y Erog Eypada 10 &vwd(ev) Pifriov («Glory be to God who giveth under-
standing and knowledge to men: finished, 5th June 1509. — 16 May, 1554:
I, Antony Eparchus, then a boy, wrote this book in the year 1509.») It was,
then, the well-known humanist of Corfiot origin, Antony Eparchus (1491—
1571), who copied the ms. —apart from a single passage at fol. 16V (=139, 197),
which is in another hand — in the 18th year of his age; three years before, in
1506, he had completed his ms. copy of the Gospels.!® The ms. passed into the
possession of John Egnatius (1473—1553),16 probably very soon after it was
copied, since Egnatius in the book which he published in 1516 refers to it as
being already in his library.1? It should seem that the second note, dated 16th
May 15564, was penned when Eparchus, after the death of Egnatius, came
across his own copy among the relics of the deceased. The codex next passed

14 See H. Stevenson, Codices manuscripti Palatini graeci bibliothecae Vaticanae,
(Romae, 1885), p. 60.

15 See E. Legrand, Bibliographie hellénique au 15¢ et 16¢ siécles, I, (Paris, 1885),
pp. CCX—CCXXVII; L. Dorez, ‘Antoine Eparque’, Médlanges d’archéologie et d histoire,
13 (1893), pp. 281—364; M. Vogel—V. Gardthausen, Die griechischen Schreiber des Mittel-
alters und der Renaissance, (Leipzig, 1909), p. 35.

16 Stevenson, op. ci., p. 302; A. Firmin-Didot, Alde Manuce et I'hellénisme & Venise,
(Paris, 1875), pp. 449—452.

17 ¢... hic (sc. Constantinus) & literis, optimisque disciplinis non abhorrens, quas
peneé extinctas ab interitu uindicauit, librum Romano filio reliquit. in quo summam totius
imperii, sociorum omnium foedera, hostium uires, rationes, consilia explicuit. quem nos
in bibliotheca nostra tanquam thesaurum seruamus, in quo multa de Venetis etiam nostris
imperator ipse disserat.» See J. B. Egnatius, De Caesaribus libri 111 a dictatore Caesare ad
Constantinum Palaeologum, hinc ¢ Carolo Magno ad Mazimilianum Caesarem, (Venetiis,
1516) (sine numeris pag.); cf. Romanorum principum U. 111, ex recognitione Des. Erasmi
Rotercdami, (Basileae, 1518), p. 850.
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to the Bibliotheca Palatina at Heidelberg, where it appears in the catalogue
compiled by Fr. Sylburg about the year 1584.18 From Heidelberg it was trans-
ferred in 1623, along with other mss., to the Vatican Library in Rome.

In the margins of V, as of P, there is a number of notes in Greek and
Latin, which are the additions of later readers. An exceptionally large pro-
portion of these notes is appended to the chapters dealing with Venice (27, 28),
which obviously were of particular interest to Italian readers. Some of these
are worth our attention: 27, uacteopfilng 6 xametaviog || 27,3 Kovrbpda ||
274 Kéypadov vide ne Ipddov || 27g, ‘PPadévene || 2755 Awévtlia ||
2745 Madoluov || 274 Bpouvdoudov (sine acc.) || 275 Aadpttov || 274
‘PiBadtov || 28,5 "AciBorag || 29555 Tpdyovpts || 29563 Karepa.

I have studied this ms. partly by means of photographic reproductions
in the library of the Hungarian National Museum, and partly by examination
of the original in the Vatican Library in 1927 and in 1936.

F = codex Parisinus gr. 2967: codex on paper, of 241 numbered leaves
and 11 additional leaves. Leaves measure 32 X 21.5 cm. Apart from the text
of D. A. I., which covers fol. 1t to 80V, ms. includes several other works, such
as compositions of Photius, Themistius, Choricius, Polybius and Apollodorus.’®
The first part of D. 4. I. (fol. It to 16V) was copied by Antony Eparchus, as
appears from a comparison of the script with that of V; the remainder (fol. 177
to 80V), together with the excerpts of Polybius and the work of Apollodorus,
which are together at the end of the ms. (fol. 1257 to 241T), is the work of an-
other hand. Omont in his catalogue identified this copyist as the Cretan Michael
Damascene, but in the index of the same catalogue we find instead the name
of Valeriano de Forli.2® A comparison with the script of the last named and
with other mss. of Michael Damascene®* shows that the copyist of the latter
part of D. 4. I. was not Valeriano de Forli, but Michael Damascene.

The first mention of F occurs in the catalogue of mss. sent by Jerome
Fondulo to Fontainebleau in 1529.22 That the ms. there mentioned is m fact

18 (126. Constantini Imper. ad Romanum filum suum liber de Notitia utriusque
Imperii, orientalis sc. et occidentalis in quo et de rebus Turcicis, aliisque nationibus hodier-
nis. Citatur in eodem Theophanis Chronographia bis . ..» See Friderici Sylburgii Catalogus
codicum Graecorum M.SS. olim in Bibliotheca Palatina, nunc Vaticana asservatorum ...,
(Francofurti ad M., 1701), p. 40.

19 See H. Omont, Inventaire sommaire ... Y11, (Paris, 1888), p. 76.

2 Introduction. Liste des copistes dcs manuscrits grecs, (Paris, 1898), p. XXXIII;
cf. M. Vogel—V. Gardthausen, op. ¢i., pp. 311, 371.

2 Cod. Paris. gr. 1926, 2937 (Michael Damascene); cod. Paris. gr. 1687, 1823,
1830, 2376 (Valeriano de Forli); cf. H. Omont, Facsimilés des manuscrits grecs du X Ve et
X VIe siécles, (Paris, 1887), 11 pl. 36., 48.; E. M. Thompson, Handbook of Greek and Latin
Palacograpky, (London, 1906), p. 178; E. Thompson—Sp. P. Lampros, *Eyyepldiov
ExnrvnTc vol ratvixfe Tahatoypaplac, (Athens, 1903), p. 297.

22 (No. 25. Kevotavtivov Bacirémg Tpodc vidv ‘Pwuavév.y See H. Omont, Catalogues
des manuscrits grecs de Fontainebleav, sous Frangois 1¢t et Henr; II, (Paris, 1889), p. 372.
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our F is proved by later catalogues, which mention not only D. 4. I., but also
the other components of the same ms. These catalogues are: the catalogue of
1544 ;%3 that of 1550, by Angelo Vergetius and Constantine Palaeocappa;2 and
that compiled in the reign of Charles IX (16560—1574).25 Since, as we shall
see, I i8 a copy of V, it 18 certain that it was written between 1509—1529, to
which period are assignable also the water-marks of fol. 1—80.

I have studied this ms. both through photographic reproductions and
by examination of the original in the Bibliothéque Nationale at Paris in 1936
and in 1948.

M = codex Mutinensis gr. 179 (111 F 1): codex on paper, of 104 leaves.
Leaves measure 32.4 X 22.4 cm. Fol. 2% to 6V of the ms. contain text of chh.
15—21 of D. 4. I. (15, Ilepl 7ol yévoug tév Pazepirédv — 21,4 Sk Enpéic),
copied by Andrea Darmari.2® As to chronology, we know only that the dated
mss. of this famous copyist fall between the years 1560—1586.27 I have studied
the relevant portion of this ms. by means of photographic reproductions.

2. EDITIONS

Of the Greek text in its entirety seven editions have hitherto been
published. The first edition was published in 1611 by John Meursius (= Me)
under the title «De administrando imperion® a title which he himself gave to
the work and which has been since then generally adopted. In his notes he
informs the reader that the basis of his edition was the Vatican ms, (= V),
which was at that time still in the Bibliotheca Palatina at Heidelberg. Meursius

2 (No 199. Kwvoravtivou Baotiéwe mpds uldy ‘Popavdy xal Patiov mepl v/ dntdpmv.»
See H. Omont, op. cit., p. 365.

% (Kovatavrivou Bacthéwe voudeolon. No 334, BifMov o phnous, &vdedupévoy
Stpuatt Aeuxd, elol & &v adtd talrar Kovetavrivov Bactiéwe vovdestor mpdg tov (Siov
vidv adtob ‘Popavév tdv Ilopgupoyéwnroy, 8mwe 8l yivdoxev mavtog Edvoug guaete
Te xo H8) wad ISroparta, kol ey kol xwpdy adTédv, xol Totov € adTdv Jdvatatl dperioot
‘Popatorg ol molov odyl, xal totoplag Tiveg véag. Patiov Ratpidpyou mepl Séxa fntépwv.
Ocpiotiou .. .». See H. Omont, op. cit., p. 113.

% (No 560. Kwvotavrivov Baoctiéws voudestiat.» See H. Omont, op. cit., p. 449.

% See V. Puntoni, ‘Indice dei codici greci della biblioteca Estense di Modena’,
Studi stalianz di filologia classica, 4 (1896), p. 495.

27 See Vogel-—Gardthausen, op. cit., pp. 16—27.

B Constantint Imperatoris Porphyrogeniti, De Admanistrando Imperio, ad Roma-
num F. Liber nungquam antehac editus. Ioannes Mevrsivs primus vulgavit, Latinam inter-
pretationem, ac Notas adjecit. Lvgdvni Batavorvm. Ex officind typographicd Ioannis
Balduini, impensis verd Ludovici Elzeviri. CI0.IOC. XI.
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worked on it by favour of the then librarian, Janus Gruterus.?® Six years
later a new edition came out, but is was simply a literal copy of the first.30
The text, with corrections from Bandur’s edition, was also published by John
Lami in his complete edition of the works of Meursius.3!

A century after the first edition, that is, in 1711, the work was republish-
ed by Anselm Bandur (= Ba).32 It appears from his introduction that Bandur
collated the text of Meursius’ edition of 1617 with the original Paris ms. (P),
and was thus able to introduce several corrections into his text.3® Bandur’s
edition was twice reprinted: an uncorrected reprint appeared in 1729, in the
Venetian collection of the Byzantine Historians®, and in 1864 Migne repub-
lished Bandur’s text with a few corrections.

The final edition was the work of Emmanuel Bekker (= Be),3¢ who did
not divulge his methods, though 1t is clear that he did not use any fresh ms.
material.

Editions containing excerpted chapters only of D. 4. I. have generally
followed Bekker’s text. Such are, e. g., the editions of Fr. Ra¢ki,? H. Marczali,?®

2 (Scias autem unde habeam. Descripsi ante quatuor amplius annos ex Codice
qui est in Bibliothecd Palatina, et Ioannis Baptistae Egnatii olim fuisse perhibetur ...
Quin accessit huc quoque comitas V. C. Jani Gruteri, eius praefecti, per quem liber mihi
quotidie ad eam accessus patuit.» See ed. cit., Notae, p. 2.

® Constanting Porphyrogennetae Imperatoris Opera. In quibus Tactica nunc primum
prodeunt. Ioannes Mevrsivs collegit, coniunxit, edidit. Lvgdvni Batavorum. Ex Officind
Elzeviriana. Anno CIOIOCXVIL

31 Foannis Meursi Operum volumen sextum ex recensione Ioannis Lami, Florentiae,
CID.ID.CC.XLV., ce. 929—1132.

32 Imperium Orientale sive Antiquitates Constantinopolitanae in quatuor partes distri-
butae ... Operd et studio Domni Anselmi Banduri Ragusini, Presbyteri ac Monachi
Benedictini & Congregatione Melitensi. Tomus primus. Parisiis. Typis et sumptibus Joannis
Baptistae Coignard, Regis et Academiae Gallicae Architypographi. MDCCXI. (Corpus
Byzantinae Historiae XXXTIIL.), pp. 53—157.

3 (Imprimis textum Graecum contuli cum Codice MS. membranaceo Bibliothecae
Regiae, optimae notae num. 2661. quem annis ab hine circiter quingentis scriptum fuisse
aiunt: innumerabiles mendas, quibus Meursiana editio undique scatebat, sustulimus,
loca corrupta ac mutila quae plurima erant in textu Graeco edito ex eodem MS. Regio
sarcivimus.» See op. cit., p. IV.

3 Imperium Orientale sive Antiguitates Constantinopolitanae in quatuor partes
distributae ... opera et studio D. A. Banduri ... Venetiis 1729. (Corpus Historiae Byzan-
tinae XV.) L., pp. 45—127.

35 Patrologiae cursus completus ... Series Graeca posterior ... accurante J. P.
Migne t. CXIII., Parisiia 1864, c. 158—422.

38 Constantinus Porphyrogenitus De thematibus et De administrando imperio. Accedit
Hieroclis Synecdemus cum Banduri et Wesselingii commentariis. Recognovit Immanuel
Bekkerus, Bonnae MDCCCXL. (Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae), pp. 65—270.

3 Fr. Racki, Documenta historiae Croaticae periodum antiquam illustrantia (Monu-
menta spectantia historiam Slavorum meridionalium VIIL.) (Zagrabiae, 1877), pp. 264—419.

38 Pauler-Szilagyi, A magyar honfoglalds kutfoi, (Budapest, 1900), pp. 110—136;
H. Marezali, A magyar torténet kut{inek kézikonyve (Enchiridion fontium historiae Hun-
garorum), (Budapest, 1902), pp. 27-—55.
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J. B. Bury,® St. Stanojevi¢ — V. Corovié,®® A. Gombos® and G. Cankova-
Petkova — P. Tivev.41?18 Only C. G. Cobet, who published a part of ch. 9
dealing with the Russians,® and E. Jakubovich, who published chh. 38—40
dealing with the Hungarians,® made a fresh collation of P. Certain variants
in P are cited by V. Thomsen,* G. Fehér,’ F. Sigi4t, H. Grégoire?” and K. O.
Falk4?!s in their works. A new edition of the chh. on the Southern Slavs pre-
pared by R. Vari was never published, and his ms. is in the archives of the
Hungarian National Museum.4®

The plan for a new critical edition of D. 4. I. originated when the
Hungarian scholar, R. Vari, at that time a young man, began preliminary
researches in 1892 with a view to elucidating the ms. tradition.? The plan next
engaged the English historian J. B. Bury, who proposed to include the work
in his collection of Byzantine Texts. But these projects came to nothing.
Bury, in a letter dated 5th October, 1925, announced that he had given up
the plan of an edition, which he surrendered to me.

3 J. B. Bury, The early History of the Slavonic Settlements in Dalmatia, Croatia,
& Serbia, Constantine Porphyrogennetos De administrando tmperio, Chapters 29-—36.
{Texts for Students No. 18.), (London, 1920).

10 8t, Stanojevie—V. Corovié, Ona6pann ussopu 3a cpricky ucropujy I, (Beograd,
1921), pp. 58—72.

11 A, B. Gombos, Catalogus fontium historiae Hungaricae aevo ducum et regum ex
stirpe Arpad descendentium ab anno Christi DCCC usque ad annum MCCCI. T. 1, (Buda-
pestini, 1937). pp. 720—727.

41 vis ['pbuUKKM U3BOPH 3a Objirapckara ucropust V (Sofia, 1964), pp. 198—220.

42 G, G. Cobet, ‘Locus Constantini Porphyrogeniti ex codice archetypo Parisino
descriptus’, Mnemosyne, 4 (1876), pp. 378—382.

43 B, Jakubovich—D. Pais, O-magyar olvasékinyv (Tudoméanyos Gyiljtemény 30.),
(Pées, 1929), pp. 6—10.

44V, Thomsen, Der Ursprung des russischen Staates, (Gotha, 1879), p. 59.

45 . Fehér, ‘Ungarns Gebietsgrenzen in der Mitte des 10. Jahrhunderts. Nach
dem De administrando imperio des Konstantinos Perphyrogennetos’, Ungarische Jahr-
biicher, 2 (1922), p. 46. = ‘Magyarorszag teriilete a X. szazad kozepe tdjan Kenstantinos
Porphyrogennetos De administrando imperioja alapjan’, Szdzadok, 56 (1921—22), p. 354.

16 |, Sifi6, Povijest Hrvata u vrijeme narodnih vladara, (Zagreb, 1925), p. 239.

47 H. Grégoire, Annuaire de I'Institut de Philologie et d’Histoire Orientales et Slaves
V. Mélanges Emile Boisacq, (Bruxelles, 1937), p. 450.

47 bis Dneprforsarnas namn 1 Kejsar Konstantin VIL Porfyrogennetos’ De admini-
strando imperio (Lund, 1951).

48 12, Quart. Graec. fol. 11-—79, 99—105.

% R. Vari, ‘Jeléntes Constantinus Porphyrogennitus De administrando imperio
czim{i munkajanak kéziratair6l’, 4dkadémiai Ertesits, 6 (1895), pp. T10—712.
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3. TRANSLATIONS

Of the full text of D. 4. I. four translations have been published, two
in Latin, one in Russian, and one in Croat.

The first Latin rendering, supplied by Meursius, was printed in his
edition of 1611 and afterwards reprinted without alteration in the edition of
1617: it appeared side by side with the Greek text. It was reprinted by Lami
in his collected works of Meursius, as an appendix.5® The translation of Meur-
sius was radically revised and amended by Anselm Bandur in his edition of
1711, and the revised version was published in the Venice edition of 1729.
Bandur’s rendering was also republished by Lami, side by side with the
Greek text, in his collected works of Meursius. The same rendering was intro-
duced, practically without alteration, by Bekker into his edition of 1840
and by Migne into the text of his Patrologia (1864).

D. A. I. was translated into Russian by G. Laskin,® and into Croat by
N. Tomasi¢.52

Translation of select chapters or sections have been published in many
works and in many languages. We may instance the following: several passages
in Latin translation are to be found in Stritter’s collection;5 N. V. Malickij
published a revised Russian translation of chh. 1—14, 38—40, 42—46 and 53,
which was found in ms. among the papers of V. V. LatySev®; Russian render-
ings of other passages are found in the works of E. Kunik, N. Protopopov,
A. Zernin, V. Jurgevit, K. Grot, F. I. Uspenskij, S. P. Sestakov, F. Westberg,
N. P. Kondakov and others. K. Dieterich turned some chapters into German.5?
German translations of select passages are found in the works of A. C. Lehr-
berg, E. Kunik, V. Thomsen and others; French translations in the work of
M. Brosset; and English in that of C. A. Macartney. Serb and Croat renderings
of select passages have been published in the works of Fr. Ragki, A. Pavié,
F. Si&ié, G. Manojlovié, Stanojevié—Corovié, B. Ferjanéié and others; and

5 See ed. cit., ¢. 1133—1208.

%1 ‘Counnenisi Koucranruna Barpsxopoauaro: ,,0 eemaxsd’’ (De thematibus) u
»O Hapoaaxb‘‘ (De administrando imperio)’, Urtenis gb Mmu. O6mecrss ucropin u ape-
BHOCTEH poccilickuxs npu MockoBckoms YHuBepcuterhs 1899, I (188), (Moskva, 1899),
pp. 1—262.

82 Viesnik kr. Hrvatsko-Slavonsko-Dalmatinskoga Zemaljskog Arkiva, 20 (1918),
Pp- 1—91; Vijesnik kr. Driavnog Arkiva u Zagrebu, 3 (1928), pp. 1—70.

5 J. G. Stritter, Memoriae populorum olim ad Danubium, Pontum Euszinum,
paludem Maeotidem, Caucasum, mare Caspium et inde magis ad septemtriones incolentium
e scriptoribus historiae Byzantinae erutae et digestae I—IV, Petropoli, 1771—1779.

5 (V. V. LatySev—N. V. Malickij), ‘Koucranruna Barpsunopoauoro OG ynpas-
JleHun tocynapcTBoM,” VisBectus TocyRapeTBeHnoi AKageMUu UCTOPUM MaTe PUAJILHOH
Kynbtypnt 91, Moskva—Leningrad, 1934.

55 K. Dieterich, Byzantinische Quellen zur Linder- und Volkerkunde I—1I, (Leipzig,
1912).



Relationship of Manuscripts and Editions 27

Bulgarian in the work of G. Cankova-Petkova—P. Tiv¢ev. A Hungarian ver-
sion of the chh. dealing with the Hungarians may be found both in the
editions of H. Marczali and in the special study of K. Szabo.

4. MUTUAL RELATIONSHIP OF MANUSCRIPTS AND EDITIONS

A full collation of the four mss. (P, V, F, M) and of the three editions
(Me, Ba, Be) shows their mutual relationship to have been as follows:

V is a simple transcript of P. This is clear from the following considera-
tions:

1. V contains many orthographical errors, which are due to the peculiar
and individual forms of letters employed by P, that is to say, they are due
to palaeographical causes. Antony KEparchus imitated faithfully in many
places the peculiarities and abbreviations in the script of P, but occasionally
misread some of the letters and abbreviations, e. g.: 13,43 mepryivesSor P:
neprvecdar V || 29g; Xowfaror P: Xpwpdrtor V || 30, Bedtla P: Bpatlw
V || 4245 Xapaxovh P: Xwpaxovh V || 43, Eyypagov P: &yypagov V |
43,1, Koxiov P: Kuxiov V|| 43 g5 150 o Kpwit(nv) P: dxpwimyy V ||
50,99 TpofAndévrag P: mposdnévrag V || 53, Eomeuce(v) P: #mecev V ||
53,59 AeAndéTt P Aepdén V.

2. In other passages some letters of P are indistinct and were in conse-
quence omitted by the copyist of V, e. g.: 1334 wposetpidato P: mpoetpédaro
V || 145 ouvavaotpepbuevos P: ocuvavarpepouevos V|| 25,, petamepedeic
P: peramepgeic V.

3. Further, it 18 clear that in two places the copyist of V has written a
passage twice over, just because the initial words of the duplicated passages
happen in P to recur at the beginning of a line. These dittographies are:
50,5 Mecomotapiay — 5055 Hpa tter. V. || 5l paylotpou — 8vrog
om. et a® — tabedelbewv (cf. 5lygy 95) tter. V.

4. Basic corruptions of P recur in V. Common to both versions are:
Py adtév om. PV || 1, 8ctv om. P V || 9y xopoc] tapdg P V || 13,
Ocot om. P V || 26, post & lac. ind. PV || 29,; ‘Popdvovs] Kouavoug
PV || 295 to Aexdrepa] tdde xdotpa P V || 32y yptotiavédv] ypbdvev
P V|| 37, XapuBon] Xapdy P V || 38;; Acfedia] yeravduw PV || 425
towxboror] T PV || 425, 6 xal PV || 53,4 d¥poirouc P V.

5. Antony Eparchus incorporated into his version additions and alter-
ations made by later hands in P, among which is the note, already referred
to, which bears the date 1361/2, e. g.: 164 post o) siglo /. adhibito viv 3¢
(Eotv) cwo’ (Wvdwtidvog) te’, g elvar dmd T67(c) Emg Viv ypbvor Yy’ myg.
add. P3: co) viv 3¢ doti cwo’ (Wvdwmidvog) &', ag elvan & 1ét(e) Eog viv
xpdvor ' V|| 215 post ixavév s. v. add. #m ' Erq P3: txavov, ftor Et)

TV || 224 post Bacirelov s. v. add. tob ex Moxedoviac P3: Basirciov 1ol
gx Moxedoviac V.
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6. In two passages of the text of P (22,5, 22,,: correction of the word
*ApdfBav) we recognise unmistakably the handwriting of Antony Eparchus
— PY).

( These examples prove indisputably that the youthful Antony Eparchus
copied V from P in 1509. For all that, V is not a faithful, verbal transcript of
P. The text of V, as compared with P, shows many significant variants, a large
proportion of which has crept into the editions (Me, Ba, Be). It is unnecessary
to detail all the errors of V; some examples are:

1. The copyist of V often omits words or phrases, e. g.: 9,5 xal dmépyov-
wat om. V (F Me) || 13,y Bactréwg om. V (F Me Ba Be) || 21,5_5, 700
Movdued Expdtnoey ThHe dpyic T@v ‘ApdBwv, odx & Tob yévous Ry om.
V (F Me) || 255,59 &v 7@ Bayddd, €omiv 3¢ éx i 100 Movaued yevedc,
#rot o5 Mouyodpet . 6 8¢ debrepog xadélerar om. V (F Me) || 404, Emoinoey
viov 1ov "Elérey om. V (F Me) || 45,5 ypnuatiodvar om. V (F Me Ba Be)
| 5049_sy Totéov, 81t 7 7ol Xapoiavol orpatnyls Tolpua Hv 76 Tahoudv
THe Tév *Appevidxwv otpumyidoc om. V (F Me) || 50,5, xai om. V (F Me
Ba Be) || 51,,_,, 6 100 mpwrosmadapiov *Apseviov xal payyrafitov mathp.
Obtor 8¢, & te 6 mpwroomaddptos 6 Iloddpwv xal 6 TpwrooTaddpros Aéwv 6
*Apuévne om. V (F Me) || 5333_g44 Kol Aéyer 1)) mardiony. «Ilédg ebpeg tb
npayue tovto;» om. V (F Me).

2. The copyist of V read or transcribed some words incorrectly,
e. g1 9 @Yalew P: ¢ddveww V (F Me Ba Be) || 255, xpotn¥évroc P (Ba
Be): xparndévroc V (F Me) || 275 Bpotviov P (Ba Be): BpoGdov V (F
Me) || 30,, dpecdévrec P: épucVévrec V (F Me Ba Be) || 32y £yovrag
P (Be): #ovreg V (F Me Ba) || 38g mpd gmBévres P: mpoetpnuévor V
(F Me Ba Be) || 40, KdBapor P (Ba Be): Béaxapor V (F Me) || 40,
Soevdomibxog P (Ba Be): Zgevdovomiéxog V (F Me) || 42,0 Xmorahol
P: motapod V (F Me Ba Be) || 43, toxfinreto P (Be): éoxémrero V
(F Me Ba) || 44,, *Amerpdpr P (Ba Be): *Aneixdpr V (F Me) || 5014
Baaoaxiov P (Me Ba Be): Kaxouxiov V (F) || 515, mhoxodg P: mhoxag
V (F Me Ba Be) || 53,,, Tuxiav P: yovaixe V (F Me Ba Be) || 53,5 Bo-
detar P: MBere V (F Me Ba Be) || 535 mpaypatelag P: mpdyparos V
(F Me Ba Be).

3. The copyist of V sometimes replaced the numerical cyphers of P by
the verbal equivalents, or, conversely, rendered the numerals of P by numerical
cyphers, e.g.: 95 o« P: mpétov V (F Me Ba Be) || 945 3" P: téraprov A
(F Me Ba Be) || 953 & P (Me Ba Be): ¢ V (F) || 16, 1f" P: dwdéxarov
V (FM Me Ba Be) || 23,4 § P: Seurépag V (F Me Ba Be) || 26y o
P: mpétov V (F Me Ba Be) || 29y, wig P: « V (F Me Ba Be) ||
30, & P: ey V (F Me Ba Be) || 465 v P: tpeig V (F Me Ba Be) || 52
3%e P (Me Ba Be): p' V F.

4. The copyist of V occasionally changed the word-order, e. g.: Py
alaviog xal dvaredpoc P: avdredpoc xal aldviog V (F Me Ba Be) || 7,
mepl T8y dmd Xepobvog dmoaterhopévay Bacihéy P mepl tév dmostelhopé-
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voy Bashxéy énd Xepaivog V (I Me Ba Be) || 9105108 EEEpymvran &oyov-
teg P 8pyovreg EEépyovtar V (F Me Ba Be) || 13551 3t ol dypyéhov 6
O(ed)e P: & Ofed)s Suo w0l dyyérou V (F Me Ba Be) || 175 todovre &mo
xophhov P (M): amd xopfhov godiovro V (F Me Ba Be) || 29,5, vnatoy
Zotiv wuxpd(v) P opuxpdv éome wnolov V (F Me Ba Be) || 324, &v xoiins
yevbuevng P: yevbpevog &v tobte V (F Me Ba Be) || 46, Eotv dynphy
ngvo P: byupév ot mdvu V (F Me Ba Be) || 495 vaov adtol P: abroi)
vadv V (F Me Ba Be) || 5044 tiig odtol P: adrtoh 7ig V (F Me Ba Be).

5. The copyist of V occasionally made stylistic changes, e. g.: 16,
xol T & T& oufimTpa THe Pacielac ‘Pouxiwyv Siérmw(v) P (M): xal ti¢ Hv
téte & Pactheds) ‘Popai(wv) V (F Me Ba Be) || 295, 3 Stamepasdvrav
noté tév ‘Popaviv, moufoavteg odtor évxpbpuata P (Ba Be): Swnepdooy-
teq wott ol ‘Powpdvor Emotnoav obror Eywpuua V (F Me) || 385 _4 mopd
26y Hoatlwaxitdy odx E3¢Eavto P: pera 1év Hoatlvaxitév odx émoinoay
V (F Me Ba Be) || 46,y BoAdwv adtd elc xovrdpiov P: Aafdv adtd elg
xovraptov mepédnue xal V (F Me Ba Be) || 50, 7ol tehelv adtode P: tva
tehdot ta V (F Me Ba Be).

6. The copyist of V occasionally inserted words which are missing
in P, e. g.: 9,5 post dmavra add. e povobure 1o V (F) || 9, ante dcbrepov
add. el tov V (F Me Ba Be) || 9,95 post KixPov add. motaudv V (F Me) ||
18, post *Apafov add. dpyxnyds V (F Me) || 29,05 ante pérhovroc add. Tob
V (F) || 33y post Buocréx add. ‘Popdvewv V (F) || 405, post éxcivo add.
w5 V (F Me Ba Be) || 4244 post uéypr add. 100 V (F Me Ba Be) || 50,54 ante
natpixtog add. 6 V (F Me Ba Be) || 53y post Xepowvirév add. yopug V
(F Me Ba Be) || 53303 ante maidwv add. tév V (F Me Ba Be) || 53,4,
post &doc add. pov V (F Me Ba Be) || 534, post mwérews? add. adtiv V
(F Me Ba Be).

If we look more closely at the variants of V, we observe that they are
only in part oversights or slips of the copyist, while others of them represent
a deliberate attempt to emend the text. Antony Eparchus, like so many other
humanists, was, it should seem, no slavish copyist, but showed some indepen-
dence in his efforts to correct what he was copying. This is clear also from the
fact that in many places he has emended not only misspellings in P, but also
textual corruptions.

Comparison of the mss. makes it clear that F is copied immediately
from V. This is proved not only by the circumstance that at the end of the
text of F we discover the same chronological note which, as we saw, Antony
Eparchus appended to V in 1509, but also by the fact that all the omissions,
repetitions and variants of V recur in F'; that is to say, where P and V disagree,
F invariably follows V to the letter. The copyist of F was faithful to the text
of V, but here and there introduced noteworthy corrections of his own.

It is also beyond question that in his transcription into M of the section
relating to the Saracens, Andrea Darmari copied from P. This is proved
indisputably by the fact that where P and V disagree, M always agrees with

Eoy.
T
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P, and further that Darmari introduced into his text corrections and additions
made by later hands in P. Numerous errors distort his text; and in two places
the copyist has incorporated marginal notes from P as though they were
chapter-headings.

As for the editions, Meursius, as he tells us himself, used V: but com-
parison shows that in many places he has diverged from his original. These
divergences are in most cases blunders on the part of Meursius, and only in a
few instances can be regarded as deliberate attempts at emendation. Some of
his blunders Meursius himself corrected in the «Notae brevesy and «Erratan
appended to his edition, but most of them perpetuated themselves in the
later editions, Ba and Be.

Discrepancies between the text of Meursius and V are:

1. Meursius omitted many words and phrases, e. g.: 23 mpdg
aMnhoug om. Me || 13,95 nal 88Gv om. Me || 21y, o, Moviov yépwv mpdg
Tov Yépovra tob om. Me || 26, 100 om. Me (Ba) || 26,, otépdr mapk Tod
téte mdna. Kal om. Me || 27,5 xdotpov om. Me (Ba Be) || 29;6_;; xai
xotopodely, Tiveg xatooboly éxeldev Tol motapol, Sixmepkouvtes om. Me
| 29,55 054 BA0OV ¥l TOot T TaAdTI adTOD ol TEVTX TX olxNpoTa TOU
xagtpov om. Me | 36,y 4, ‘&Bdnticror’ Epunvedovrar, Tf T&v Popatwy 3¢
Swuhéxtey om. Me || 431910, adt0d dvahxBéodor xal eloayaysiv om. Me ||
445, 10 xdotpov om. Me (Ba Be) || 4655 10 om. Me (Ba) || 49g3_g5 %ol
avacThoovtal kel grayyeroloty adtd Tolg uiole adrdv, tva wih émuddwvrar
iy ehepyeoiddy, Hv émoinoey 6 Pedg St mpesPeidv ol &moatéiov om. Me ||
53¢; mapa tdv Xepowvitdv om. Me | 53,5 adtods om. Me (Ba Be) ||
53170173 TOTW Tohepnoavte TOv Zavpduatov dvixnoauv, &v & om. Me ||
53500 “lotéov, 811 xal Etépa Bploig Eotiv éxeloe &pdav dvadidolon om. Me.

2. Meursius misread or miscopied several words, and his edition has also
typographical errors, e. g.: 1y, Scogurdxte (P) V (F Be): Sevpuidxry Me
(Ba) || 9, «i Aot Bxrafivicr (P) V (F): ol Aotrmol ZxraBivior Me (Ba Be) ||
17,, dmoxtevbpevog (P) V (F): dmoxrewbpevog (M) Me (Ba Be) || 27,
AayoiPapSor (P) V (F): AoyouBdpdor Me (Ba Be) || 375, Kovpxobrar (P)
V (F): Koupxoitov Me (Ba Be) || 405 Kouprouyeppdrtov (P) V (F):
Kouvpruyeppdtou Me (Ba Be) || 43,, Siutpidag (P) V (F Be): émrptdag Me
(Ba) || 43,5 &veBrdornoev (P) V (F): éBrdomoe Me (Ba Be) || 49,5 7o
i (P) V (F Ba Be): tére Me || 50; 100 map’ adrév Tehoupévou mdxTov
(P) V (F): 16y map” adtdv tehovpévov maxtov Me (Ba Be) || 53,5 nueic
(P) V (F Ba Be): oddcic Me || 5345, éxreEdodwoay (P) V (F): éxiebarwony
Me (Ba Be) || 53, évex®ivar (P) V (F Be): fvexdijvar Me (Ba).

3. Meursius in most cases replaced the numerical cyphers of V by the
verbal equivalents, e. g.: 95, ¢ (P) V (F): méuntov Me (Ba Be) || 185 ¥’ (P)
V (F M): tpix Me (Ba Be) || 299 ¢ (P) V (¥): éxatév Me (Ba Be) ||
2955 1€ (P) V (F): Sexamévte Me (Ba Be) || 305 « (P) V (F): yiniwv Me
(Ba Be) || 373 w' (P) V (F): tecoapdnovte Me (Ba Be) || 404 o (P)
V: mpiteg (F) Me (Ba Be) || 495 v (P) V (F): tolty Me (Ba Be) I
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5ly, B (P) V (F): 3ebrepov Me (Ba Be) || 53995 ' 7 f (P) V (F): 8éxa
¥, dodexa Me (Ba Be).

4. Meursius made occasional changes in word-order, e. g.: 2Ty,
grootarfvae por (P) V (F): pot dmootarfivar Me (Ba Be) || 295, opaying
adtod (P) V (F): adrod ooayfic Me (Ba Be) || 295, éxeloe xhidwvx (P)
V (F): xA08wve Exeloe Me (Ba Be) || 32435 tév ‘Popaiov Basireds (P) V
(F): Pactreds ‘Popatwv Me (Ba Be) || 405 wdpux dvépata (P) V (F): ové-
pota xOptx Me (Ba Be) || 45,,, yevéodor Sobroc (P) V (F): dolhog yevé-
cdar Me (Ba Be) || 50530_13 76V *Pouaiov Eovstay (P) V (F): Eovsiay
t@v ‘Popaiey Me (Ba Be) || 51,55 Baothindy Spopdviov (P) V (F): Spopdr-
viov PBacthxdv Me (Ba Be) || 5335 mAvpogopiioar &v 8pxw (P) V (F): &v
8px e TANpoopTcat Me (Ba Be).

5. Meursius here and there inserts words missing in V, and hence
in P also, e. g.: 9, ante ‘Pwolag add. t7ic Me (Ba Be) || 9, post TobTov
add. xal Me || 225 ante 'lovotviavdv add. tov Me (Ba Be) || 22,, ante
wpt add. 3o Me || 25, post Beettaviay add. & Me || 25,5 post Eomeplov
add. ABing Me (Ba Be) || 254 post 8tv add. &v v$ Me (Ba Be) || 27,
ante ©6v add. S Me (Ba Be) || 40q, ante viol add. ot Me (Ba Be) || 43,
post lg add. vhv Me (Ba Be) || 46,; ante ‘Popaviac add. t7¢ Me (Ba Be)
| 60, post xdotpov add. tol Me (Ba Be) || 504, ante Baciiéoc add. b
Me (Ba Be) || 5345 post tadra add. v« Me (Ba Be).

If we take into consideration that the ms. V used by Meursius contains,
as we have shown, innumerable errors, we can scarcely wonder that the first
edition presents a sufficiently corrupted version of the original. It should, how-
ever, be emphasized that Meursius, particularly in his notes, made a large
number of emendations to the text, and of these emendations later editions
have made use.

The edition of Bandur marks an advance on that of Meursius; Bandur,
as he himself records, collated Meursius’ text with P, and was thus able to
correct, both in his text and in his notes, a large number of errors originating
partly in V and partly in Me. But Bandur did not make his collation with the
necessary care, with the result that many omissions and blunders escaped his
attention. How many errors of Meursius were corrected by Bandur, and how
many Bandur transferred to his own edition, may be easily discerned if we
look at the examples given above in our examination of the relationship of V
and Me, and note the proportion of the number of errors found in V Me and
Me only to the number of errors found in V Me Ba or V Me Ba Be, and in Me
Ba or Me Ba Be. To the number of inherited blunders Bandur added a fresh
crop of his own, e. g.: 6 wéncpt Ba (Be) || 29, ¢£ om. Ba || 29, épunvebovran
Ba (Be) {| 30, of Aotmol ZxAafivior Ba (Be) || 40,5 Atobvrive Ba (Be) || 454
xat! om. Ba (Be) || 46;,; Kwvoravtive (per comp. P)] Kdvotavr. Ba (Be) ||
46,,, Kovotavtivos (per comp. P)] (Be) Kdvorag Ba || 515 mpwroonaddpolog
om. Ba (Be) || 51z AoyouBapdiz Ba (Be) || 5344 &v 1@ 100 Papvaxou
orporeés om. Ba (Be) || 53, dexouévou Ba (Be) || 53s wiciIviy Ba (Be).
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Bekker’s edition marks no considerable advance. He made no study of
mss., and therefore made no use of fresh ms. material. He republished Bandur’s
text, which he occasionally emended by his own conjectures. Although he
recorded in his critical apparatus the variants between the mss. used by
Meursius and Bandur, and between their respective editions, yet he merely
copied this information out of Bandur’s notes, as is seen from the fact that
he reproduces Bandur’s typographical errors. Bekker’s edition therefore
repeats numerous errors of earlier editions, as appears in our examination
above of the relationship between V Me and Ba; and he added to their number
the slips and typographical errors of his own edition, e. g.: 214 %poBdariovrar
| 26,6 Tov] Ty || 29,5 xdoTEOVE om. || 30,5 xal pévov om. || 30gs xal om. ||
30,93 105 07dinem versuum permutavit || 37,0t om. || 37,4 Koukrén || 3749 mAnaie-
arepov || 375 xévrevpn || 45, Tov! om. || 45,y mpocpacilopevos || 45,
Moodtov | 464 macus || 47,4 &v om. || 49, TdAo || 49g morpaddtre ||
50, ThY om. || 50,5 Nixftng || 51,5 vhimiov Tuyydvew <dv Bactréa, xaddg
elontat, xod 10 om. || 5lyyy 16 Baothel || 534, el om. || 5351 TO ywplov om.

In the light of our examination of the mutual relationship of mss. and
editions, we may summarize as follows the history of the text of D. 4. I.

Of D. A. I, as of the De Cerimonits, only one ms. survives from the
Byzantine age.55018 In view of the fact that none of the later Byzantine histor-
ians or chronographers makes use of the work, we must conclude that D. 4. I,
which was a confidential, indeed a most secret, document, was never published,
but only preserved at the imperial court. There, probably, it was discovered
by a member of the imperial family, the Caesar John Ducas, who between
1059 and 1081 had it copied for his library. But P is not an immediate copy
of the original. Since P exhibits so many corruptions, and one marginal note
refers to the year 979, we must postulate, between the archetype and P, yet
another copy, probably made towards the close of the X century after the
death of the author. Marginal notes and emendations make it clear that P
continued to be read during the Byzantine age; from the note of 1361/2 and
from other corrections we may conclude that the chh. on the Saracens were
of peculiar interest at the period when the Ottoman Turks had crossed the
Hellespont (1360) and were threatening the capital.

After this the history of P is obscure. We do not know where it went
from the library of John Ducas or what was its fate, until it came into the
hands of Antony Eparchus. Certain it is that during the Renaissance the
interest of Venetian humanists was aroused by the chh. of the work dealing
with Venice, as is clear from the marginal notes to V; and that it is owing to
this circumstance, not merely that the copy from the library of the Byzantine

55 bis But see now C. Mango—1. Sevienko, ‘A New MS of the De Cerimoniis’, Dum-
barton Oaks Papers, 14 (1960), pp. 247—249.
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Caesar reached Italy, but also that, at the beginning of the XVI century, two
other complete copies of the work were made there as well. Upon the copy of
Antony Eparchus was based the first edition of Meursius, the errors of which
Bandur endeavoured to correct by a collation with the Byzantine copy; but
even 80, many inherited errors were transmitted not only to his own edition
but also to the final edition of Bekker, published more than a century ago.

The relationships of mss. and editions may be seen at a glance in the
following tree:

ARCHETYPE
(about 952)

X

(after 979)

P

(between 1059—-1081)

A

(1509)

F

(between 1509—1529)

M Me

(between 1560—1586) (1611)

(1840)
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5. METHOD FOLLOWED IN THE PRESENT EDITION

It will be clear from our examination of the relationship of mss. and
editions that all the known mass. of D. 4. I. derive from a Byzantine copy of
the XTI century, P, which is thus the source of the whole textual tradition. On
this ms. therefore, a new edition must be based.’® However, as we have empha-
sized, P exhibits additions, erasures and emendations which are partly the
work of the copyist or a contemporary, and partly of various later hands.
These last are again divisible into two categories: into those which were added
to P before V and M were copied, and those which were added after V and M
were copied. Insertions of the former class, which go back to the Byzantine
age, are of unequal value: we find among them alterations which are mere
arbitrary additions of later readers, such as the marginal note of 1361/2; but
there are others, especially in the chh. dealing with the Arabs, which do emend
errors which have occurred in the copying of P. Additions of the second cate-
gory, dating from the post-Byzantine period and consisting of arbitrary alter-
ations made by later readers, are of no value whatever; a characteristic speci-
men of these is the garbling from analogy of the original name ‘Almoutzis’
(see 38,4, 384). But, apart from the attentions of later hands, P has also, as
we saw, sustained material damage; and to restore the occasionally faded or
mutilated text we are compelled to have recourse to the copies of P, made
when P was in better condition than it is to-day. For these reasons, then, to
restore the original text of P, use must be made of its copies, V and M.

But even if the text of the Byzantine version preserved to us be purged
of its later alterations and be restored, so far as may be, to its original state,
the question remains whether P, thus restored, can be regarded as a faithful
replica of the original text of Constantine. Since our new edition rests upon
one ms. only, which cannot be checked by comparison with any other, the
problem thus raised can be solved only by reference to internal evidence,
that is, to the condition of the text as preserved in P and to the linguistic
peculiarities of the work. There can be no doubt that copyist’s errors have
crept even into P. It can be demonstrated that in some passages the copyist
has omitted words, as is seen is cases where the text 1s mutilated or unintelli-
gible (e. g. 1,, 9,9, 13,7, 224,, 264, 4645). It 18 also certain that, in other passages,
we have to deal with more serious corruptions (e. g. 13,77, 2958, 2955, 3833, 4243,
53,01), Which can only be conjecturally emended.

In correcting the text of P, we have to take into account the fact that
D. A. I. 18 compiled from various sources of which the language is not uniform.
In some chapters we find vulgarisms whose removal would distort the genuine

5 See Gy. Moravesik, ‘L’édition critique du «De administrando imperio»’, Byzan-
tion, 14 (1939), pp. 353—360.
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form of the work.5” But since, as we saw above, the orthography of P is extre-
mely faulty, there are many places where it is not easy to determine which
linguistic peculiarities are native to Constantine’s text and which are to be
put down to the copyist. So, for example, we see in P forms which indicate the
amalgamation of the participles of olda and eldov (e. g. 45,49, 4954, 4934, 53,4,
53419s D3429), & phenomenon exemplified also in papyri and other demotic
texts.58 Again, as is well known, in later Greek certain forms of indicative and
subjunctive coincide in pronunciation; and since P often confuses the diphthong
e with the vowel 7, these forms coincide and amalgamate in its text also. It is
well known, too, that in the post-classical age the conjunction tva is followed
by indicative as well as subjunctive; and since the orthography of P is not
consistent, we sometimes find after iva indicative and subjunctive forms used
alternately even in the same sentence (e. g. 13g;—g3, 53;,4). All these and other
confusions in the orthography of P (e. g. absence of the temporal augment)
often make it hard to determine when we have, or have not, the right to correct
it.

Again, it is common knowledge that Constantine drew one part of his
material from written sources which have come down to us independently.
Such sources are, apart from citations of Holy Scripture, the Chronicles of
Theopbanes and George Monachus, the Ethnica of Stephanus of Byzantium,
the Acts of the Synod in Trullo, etc. Elsewhere, passages of D. 4. I. agree so
closely with parallel passages of the De Thematibus, attributed to the same
imperial author, and of the work known as Theophanes Continuatus, that for
these passages we must postulate a common source. Some passages, then, of
D. 4. I. have come down to us immediately, and do not depend on P. We can
thus compare the text of P with the text of the sources of the work, which
sources may be used to restore the text of D. 4. I.

A comparison of the text of P with that of the sources and of other
parallel passages shows that the author sometimes followed his originals faith-
fully, but at other times modified their styles, and occasionally supplemented
his sources with others of unknown origin. But for our appraisal of the text
of Constantine it is of great importance to realize that the text of D. 4. I.
preserved to us, when compared with the text of its sources, gives evidence
in several places of serious corruption. At first sight we might conclude that

% See Gy. Moravesik, T& cvyypdipatae Kavetavrivov tob IToppupoyewsrou dmd
YAwooudic drédewc’, Studi Bizantini e Neoellenici, 5 (1938), pp. 514—520.

8 See S. G. Kapsomenakis, Voruntersuchungen zu einer Grammatik der Papyri der
nachchristlichen Zeit, (Munich, 1938), p. 91.
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P is a faulty copy, and that these errors must be corrected from the sources.
But this is not so. A more searching examination shows that these supposed
corruptions were to be found already in some mss. of the sources themselves
(e. g. 2549, 42,9). It follows that, as Constantine or his collaborators copied the
sources they used out of mss. which were themselves corrupt, it is incorrect to
attribute these corruptions to the carelessness of the copyist of P or other
copyists of D. 4. I.; we must, on the contrary, suppose that these very cor-
ruptions stood even in the original ms. of Constantine. Recognition of this
fact, and of its bearing on the restoration of the original form of D. 4. I.,
enjoins upon us the preservation of these corruptions in our text; since, if we
emend P, we shall be disturbing the true text as Constantine wrote it. Of
course, in the many cases where direct evidence is lacking, it is very hard to
pronounce whether a corruption is of pre- or post-Constantinian origin, that
is to say, whether it has been introduced by the copyist or existed already in
the mss. of the sources and was thence transferred to the original ms. of Con-
stantine. In this difficulty we derive some assistance from the fact that, con-
sidering the corruptions from the point of view of their nature and quantity,
we note a great difference between those sections of D. 4. I. which are based
on contemporary information and those which the editor has derived from
older, written sources. In the former sections we find fewer errors, mainly of a
minor character; but in the latter, which bad been subject to continual trans-
cription over a period of a century or more, the corruptions are proportionately
greater in numbers and importance. This principle cannot be used as an
absolute criterion; we have in each case, according to the nature of the corrup-
tion, to judge whether the corruption in question is or is not anterior to the
age of Constantine, and whether in consequence we may or may not retain
it in his text.

In view of these facts, the principles applied to the new edition may thus
be summarized:

The new edition is based on P, the text of which, however, in places
where it is disturbed by material damage, erasures or alterations by later
bands, is restored by reference to V and M. The critical text diverges from P
when the text of P appears to be corrupt, that is to say, in places where it
may be supposed that, owing to copyists’ errors or alterations by later hands,
the text of P does not correspond to the original text of Constantine’s work.
In such places we have taken into account the variants of the later transcripts
(V, F, M) and editions (Me, Ba, Be) and the conjectural emendations of later
researchers; and on the basis of these we have emended the text of P.

Besides, the critical text diverges from P in spelling also. Modern spelling
has been adopted, which has involved the tacit correction of errors arising
from itacism, of accentual errors (including the Byzantine system of enclitic
accentuation) and of other irregularities. This has been done the more readily
since in our description of P above we have pointed out its orthographical
peculiarities. We have kept the forms of the codex for the ephelcusticon and
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for elision, although P is not consistent in their use. As regards numbers in
the text, P uses verbal forms and cyphers indifferently, sometimes in the same
sentence; we have substituted verbal forms for cyphers in the text only where
consistency absolutely demanded it.

The apparatus criticus falls into two parts, and contains

1. references to sources and parallel passages (F);

2. variants of mss. and editions, and emendations and conjectures of
scholars (V).

In the first section we have directed attention not merely to the imme-
diate sources of Constantine but also to other, parallel passages which may
assist the understanding of passages to which they are referred. But we have
restricted ourselves to Greek sources only, because the enumeration of all
parallels in the different Western and Eastern sources would have made the
apparatus too bulky. In cases where there is no question of borrowing, but
only of a common source, of similar sources of information, or simply of
fortuitous concord, we cite the works in question with the symbol
wefn.

In the second section, the following principles have been adopted. In
each case where, for reasons already set forth, we diverge from the text of P,
or where traces of emendations or erasures appear in the text of P, the fact is
noted posttively; 1. e. we indicate the origin of the variant adopted in the text,
and the reading of P, and if necessary, the readings of the later transcripts
V, F, M, and of the editions Me, Ba, Be. In all other cases, that is, where the
form adopted in the text differs only in spelling from the form found in P, or
when noteworthy variants are recorded in later transcripts or editions, we
note negatively, that is, we confine ourselves to a reference to the variants in
the transcripts or editions in question.

In its references to P, the apparatus records not only the corrections of
the copyist himself (P!), but also the alterations and the marginal notes made
by different later hands (P2—P?®). By the symbol P* are noted the alterations
or erasures which were made by an unrecognizable hand before V was copied,
and by the symbol PY are noted the alterations or erasures which were made
by another unrecognizable hand after V was copied. We have left unnoted
erasures or alterations which are of a purely orthographical character, or those
which occur in words whose meaning is obvious, though we note all erasures
and alterations met with in uncommon proper names. Unnoted also are traces
of occasional attempts by later hands to amend faded writing, unless such
traces suggest that the text has been altered.

Orthographical irregularities of P are noted in the apparatus only when
they occur in uncommon proper names, words of foreign derivation, colloquial
words, or where the handwriting of P admits of more than one reading; and
lastly where the accent falls on a syllable other than that which generally
carries it. Abbreviations of P are noted only where their interpretation is
doubtful, or when numerals are denoted by letters.
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Variants found in V, an immediate transcript of P, are noted in the
apparatus only in cases where the parallel passages of P have suffered from
material damage, erasures or alterations by later hands, or where V gives a
variant which differs from the variant of P and which may serve to elucidate
or emend the text. Variants found in ¥, a transcript of V, are noted only in
exceptional cases, i, e. when F supplies some emendation of substance, or
where the parallel passages of both V and P show trades of alteration. Variants
found in M, a transcript of P, are noted only when erasure or alteration is
found in the parallel passage of P.

We regard it as unnecessary to note in the apparatus all the omissions,
all the blunders and all the alterations of later transcripts and editions, especi-
ally as in our description of mss. and editions we have already given several
examples. The apparatus, therefore, notes only the variants which are in-
formative from the point of view of the restoration or history of the text (in-
cluding the discrepancies between our new text and the text of Be). Note
that where reference i1s made to the text of the editions, the abbreviations
noted above (Me, Ba, Be) are employed; but where we refer to emendations
or conjectures in the notes or apparatus of the editions, we cite them under the
names of the respective editors (Meursius, Bandur, Bekker).

If a source copied word for word by Constantine has come down to us
independently, our apparatus notes variations therefrom, but not omissions
and arbitrary alterations made by Constantine, who often modified the word-
ing of his sources. Where, however, the author has inserted anything into the
text of his source, this is noted in the apparatus.

In respect to these sources, it has been found necessary in two cases to
examine their mss., and make use of the results of the new collation. The
relevant passages of the edition of Theophanes Continuatus I have collated
with V (= codex Vaticanus gr. 167), and of De Thematibus with C (= codex
Parisinus gr. 854); the variants are noted in the apparatus. Special treatment
had to be applied to the text of George Monachus; for, as C. de Boor has
shown, the emperor Constantine made use of that variant of his text which
18 represented by codex P (= cod. Coislin. gr. 305). We have therefore consider-
ed in the apparatus those variants especially which occur in this codex of
George Monachus.

In the apparatus ms, variants are noted in all cases in the original spelling,
omitting only the horizontal strokes above proper names and the dots over
the t and v. Variant proper names are given an initial capital. Uncial numerical
signs are replaced by the usual minuscule forms, and the borizontal stroke
above them by the acute stroke umiversally employed to-day. Signs and
technical details of the apparatus of our edition are generally in conformity
with the ruling of the International Union of Academies.5?

% Emploi des signes critiques, disposition de Uapparat dans les éditions savantes de
textes grecs et latins. Conseils et recommandations par J. Bidez et A. B. Drachmann.
Edition nouvelle par A. Delatte et A. Severyns, (Bruxelles-Paris, 1938).
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Lastly, we have included in the apparatus most of the emendations and
conjectures of scholars known to us, though they are not all of equal value.®
This course i8 justified by the fact that the bibliography relating to D. 4. I.
is so rich and extensive that many individual conjectures are extraordinarily
difficult to find. The work has in the past attracted so many different scholars,
and their studies are published in so many different languages, that it is prac-
tically impossible for one who is not a specialist to know them all.®* We hope
that it will be of service to those who use this edition to find collected here all
the resources of previous research directed towards critical examination of the
text, and that they will be able to build further upon the foundations here
laid; for research on D. 4.1.is by no means exhausted yet, and the present
edition aims at providing future research with a sure and reliable substructure.

GY. MORAVCSIK.

8 I have also made use of some comments of Prof. Ph. Kukules (Athens) which
he kindly communicated by letter, and for which I express my sincere gratitude.

61 See the complete bibliography by Gy. Moravesik, Byzantinoturcica, vol. I,
(Budapest, 1942), pp. 215—221 (2nd ed. pp. 367—379). — The studies published since are
as follows: M. Vasmer, Die Slaven in Griechenland (Abhandlungen der Preussischen Akade-
mie der Wissenschaften, Jahrgang 1941., Philos.-hist. Klasse No. 12., Berlin, 1941);
A. Vogt, ‘Le protospathaire de la phiale et la marine byzantine’, Echos d'Orient,
39 (1941—42), pp. 329—332; M. Laskaris, ‘La rivalit¢é bulgaro-byzantine en
Serbie et la mission de Léon Rhabdouches (917), (Constantin Porphyrogénéte,
De adm. imp. chap. 32), Rewvue historigue du Sud-Est Européen, 20 (1943),
pp. 202—207; H. Gégroire, ‘L’origine et le nom des Croates et des Serbes’,
Byzantion, 17 (1944—45), pp. 88—118; K. H. Menges, ‘Etymological notes on some
Paginig names’, Byzantion, 17 (1944—45), pp. 256—279; K. Czeglédy, ‘A IX. szézadi
magyar torténelem f6bb kérdései’, Magyar Nyelv, 41 (1945), pp. 33—55; G. Vernadsky,
‘Great Moravia and White Chorvatia’, Journal of the American Oriental Society, 65 (1945),
pp. 357—359; J. Deér, ‘A IX. szazadi magyar térténet id6rendjéhez’, Szdzadok, 79—80
(1945—46). pp. 2—30; J. Harmatta, ‘Szines lova népek’, Magyar Nyelv, 42 (1946), pp.
26—34; G. Labuda, Pierwsze paristwo stowsariskie. Paristwo Samona, Poznan, 1949. pp.
194—262. For bibliography since 1949, see Gy. Moravcsik, Byzantinoturcica (2nd ed.) I,
pp. 367—379; D. 4. 1. vol. 11, Commentary (London, 1962); Byzantinische Zeitschrift 55
(1962) and subsequent volumes.
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F = Fontes et loci paralleli
V = Variae lectiones et coniecturae

MANUSCRIPTS:
P = cod. Parisinus gr. 2009 (cf. pp. 15—21.)
P' = manus prima

P?%9 = manus recentiores
PX —= manus incerta (ante a. 1509)
PY — manus incerta (post a. 1509)
V = cod. Vaticanus-Palatinus gr. 126 (cf. pp. 21—22.)
V! = manus prima
V2 = manus secunda
F = cod. Parisinus gr. 2967 (cf. pp. 22—23.)
F! = manus prima
¥2 = manus secunda

M = cod. Mutinensis gr. 179 [III F 1] (cf. p. 23.)

EDITIONS:

Me = editio Meursiana (cf. p. 24.)
Meursius = notae Meursii
Ba = editio Banduriana (cf. p. 24.)
Bandurius = animadversiones Bandurii
Be = editio Bekkeriana (cf. p. 24.)
Bekker = apparatus criticus Bekkeri
edd. = editiones Me Ba Be
Migne = editio a Migne curata (cf. p. 24.)
Bury = editio cap. 29-—36 a J. Bury facta (cf. p. 25.)

SOURCES AND PARALLEL PASSAGES:

Georg. Mon. = Georgius Monachus, ed. C. de Boor (Lipsiae, 1904)

Georg. Mon. BEPV — codices B E P V a C. de Boor collati
De Them. = Constantinus Porphyrogenitus, De Thematibus, ed. I. Bekkeru
(Bonnae, 1840); ed. A. Pertusi (Roma, 1952)
De Them.¢ = cod. Parisinus gr. 854 a me collatus
Theoph. = Theophanes, ed. C. de Boor (Lipsiae, 1883)
Theoph. ¢0d4. — ¢odices a. C. de Boor collati
Theoph. bedetghm — codices b ¢ d f g h m a C. de Boor collati
Theoph. Cont, = Theophanes Continnatus, ed. I. Bekkerus (Bonnae, 1838)

Theoph. Cont.v = cod. Vaticanus gr. 167 a me collatus
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CONSTANTINE

IN CHRIST THE ETERNAL EMPEROR EMPEROR OF THE ROMANS
TO HIS SON ROMANUS
THE EMPEROR CROWNED OF GOD AND BORN IN THE PURPLE

Proem.

A wise son maketh glad a father, and an affectionate father taketh
delight in a prudent son. For the Lord giveth wit to speak in season, and
addeth thereto an ear to hear; with Him is the treasure of wisdom, and from
Him cometh every perfect gift; He setteth kings upon the throne and giveth
unto them the lordship over all. Now therefore hearken unto me, my son,
and being adept in this my teaching thou shalt be wise among the prudent,
and be accounted prudent among the wise; the peoples shall bless thee,
and the multitudes of the nations shall call thee blessed. Be instructed in
what it behoves thee before all else to know, and lay hold skilfully upon
the helm of the rule. Study the things that are now, and be instructed
concerning the things that are to be, so that thou mayest amass experience
with sound judgment, and thou shalt be most competent in thine affairs.
Lo, I set a doctrine before thee, so that being sharpened thereby in experi-
ence and knowledge, thou shalt not stumble concerning the best counsels
and the common good: first, in what each nation has power to advantage
the Romans, and in what to hurt, and how and by what other nation each
severally may be encountered in arms and subdued; then, concerning their
ravenous and insatiate temper and the gifts they demand inordinately;
next, concerning also the difference between other nations, their origins

| 4 Tit. 1 post Kwvotavrivov add. tob edd. || 4 moppupoyévwnrov] litteras qup
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Be | 19 7e F! Meursius Ba Be: 8¢ P || ad7dv add. Moravesik ||
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and customs and manner of life, and the position and climate of the land
they dwell in, its geographical description and measurement, and moreover
concerning events which have occurred at various times between the Romans
and different nations; and thereafter, what reforms have been introduced
from time to time in our state, and also throughout the Roman empire.
These things have I discovered of my own wisdom, and have decreed that
they shall be made known unto thee, my beloved son, in order that thou
mayest know the difference between each of these nations, and how either
to treat with and conciliate them, or to make war upon and oppose. For so
shall they quake before thee as one mighty in wisdom, and as from fire
shall they flee from thee; their lips shall be bridled, and as darts shall thy
words wound them unto death. Thou shalt appear terrible unto them, and
at thy face shall trembling take hold upon them. And the Almighty shall
cover thee with his shield, and thy Creator shall endue thee with under-
standing; He shall direct thy steps, and shall establish thee upon a sure
foundation. Thy throne shall be as the sun before Him, and His eyes shall
be looking towards thee, and naught of harm shall touch thee, for He hath
chosen thee and set thee apart from thy mother’s womb, and hath given
unto thee His rule as unto one excellent above all men, and hath set thee
as a refuge upon a hill and as a statue of gold upon an high place,
and as a city upon a mountain hath He raised thee up, that the nations
may bring to thee their gifts and thou mayest be adored of them that dwell
upon the earth. But Thou, O Lord my God, whose rule abideth unharmed
for ever, prosper him in his ways who through Thee was begotten of me, and
may the visitation of Thy face be toward him, and Thine ear be inclined
to his supplications. May Thy hand cover him, and may he rule because
of truth, and may Thy right hand guide him; may his ways be made straight
before Thee to keep thy statutes. May foes fall before his face, and his
enemies lick the dust. May the stem of his race be shady with leaves of
many offspring, and the shadow of his fruit cover the kingly mountains;
for by Thee do kings rule, glorifying Thee for ever and ever.

43 Pacthevétw — % defid couv: Psalm. 44, 5. 44 xatevduv-
Yelnoay — 45 T St dpota cov: Psalm. 118, 5; cf. Psalm. 5, 9. 45
IIpd mpocdmou— morépto: cf. Pealm. 71, 9; Lev, 26, 8. 45 Areléovor —
46 adtol Psalm, 71, 9; Is. 49, 23. 48 3 ool — Paotreic Prov. 8, 15,
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1. Of the Pechenegs, and how many advantages
accrue from their being at peace with the
emperor of the Romans.

Hear now, my son, those things of which I think you should not be
ignorant, and be wise that you may attain to government. For I maintain
that while learning is a good thing for all the rest as well, who are subjects,
yet it is especially so for you, who are bound to take thought for the safety
of all, and to steer and guide the laden ship of the world. And if in setting
out my subject I have followed the plain and beaten track of speech and,
o to say, idly running and simple prose, do not wonder at that, my son.
For I have not been studious to make a display of fine writing or of an
Atticizing style, swollen with the sublime and lofty, but rather have been
eager by means of every-day and conversational narrative to teach you
those things of which I think you should not be ignorant, and which may
without difficulty provide that intelligence and prudence which are the
fruit of long experience.

I conceive, then, that it is always greatly to the advantage of the
emperor of the Romans to be minded to keep the peace with the nation
of the Pechenegs and to conclude conventions and treaties of friendship
with them and to send every year to them from our side a diplomatic agent
with presents befitting and suitable to that nation, and to take from their
side sureties, that is, hostages and a diplomatic agent, who shall be collected
together under charge of the competent minister in this city protected of
God, and shall enjoy all imperial benefits and gifts suitable for the emperor
to bestow.

This nation of the Pechenegs is neighbour to the district of Cherson,
and if they are not friendly disposed towards us, they may make excursions
and plundering raids against Cherson, and may ravage Cherson itself and
the so-called Regions.

2, Of the Pechenegs and the Russians.

The Pechenegs are neighbours to and march with the Russians also,
and often, when the two are not at peace with one another, raid Russia,
and do her considerable harm and outrage.

The Russians also are much concerned to keep the peace with the
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Pechenegs. For they buy of them horned cattle and horses and sheep,
whereby they live more easily and comfortably, since none of the aforesaid
animals is found in Russia. Moreover, the Russians are quite unable to
set out for wars beyond their borders unless they are at peace with the
Pechenegs, because while they are away from their homes, these may come
upon them and destroy and outrage their property. And so the Russians,
both to avoid being harmed by them and because of the strength of that
nation, are the more concerned always to be in alliance with them and
to have them for support, so as both to be rid of their enmity and to enjoy
the advantage of their assistance.

Nor can the Russians come at this imperial city of the Romans, either
for war or for trade, unless they are at peace with the Pechenegs, because
when the Russians come with their ships to the barrages of the river and
cannot pass through unless they lift their ships off the river and carry them
past by portaging them on their shoulders, then the men of this nation of the
Pechenegs set upon them, and, as they cannot do two things at once, they
are easily routed and cut to pieces.

3. Of the Pechenegs and Turks.

The tribe of the Turks, too, trembles greatly at and fears the said
Pechenegs, because they have often been defeated by them and brought
to the verge of complete annihilation. Therefore the Turks always look on
the Pechenegs with dread, and are held in check by them.

4, Of the Pechenegs and Russians and Turks.

So long as the emperor of the Romans is at peace with the Pechenegs,
neither Russians nor Turks can come upon the Roman dominions by force
of arms, nor can they exact from the Romans large and inflated sums in
money and goods as the price of peace, for they fear the strength of this
nation which the emperor can turn against them while they are campaigning
against the Romans. For the Pechenegs, if they are leagued in friendship
with the emperor and won over by him through letters and gifts, can easily
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come upon the country both of the Russians and of the Turks, and enslave
their women and children and ravage their country.

5. Of the Pechenegs and the Bulgarians.

To the Bulgarians also the emperor of the Romans will appear more
formidable, and can impose on them the need for tranquillity, if he is at
peace with the Pechenegs, because the said Pechenegs are neighbours to
these Bulgarians also, and when they wish, either for private gain or to
do a favour to the emperor of the Romans, they can easily march against
Bulgaria, and with their preponderating multitude and their strength
overwhelm and defeat them. And so the Bulgarians also continually struggle
and strive to maintain peace and harmony with the Pechenegs. For from
having frequently been crushingly defeated and plundered by them, they
have learned by experience the value and advantage of being always at
peace with them.

6.0f the Pechenegs and Chersonites.

Yet another folk of these Pechenegs lies over against the district
of Cherson; they trade with the Chersonites, and perform services for them
and for the emperor in Russia and Chazaria and Zichia and all the parts
beyond: that is to say, they receive from the Chersonites a prearranged
remuneration in respect of this service proportionate to their labour and
trouble, in the form of pieces of purple cloth, ribbons, loosely woven cloths,
gold brocade, pepper, scarlet or «Parthian» leather, and other commodities
which they require, according to a contract which each Chersonite may make
or agree to with an individual Pecheneg. For these Pechenegs are free men
and, so to say, independent, and never perform any service without remuner-
ation.
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7. Of the dispatch of imperial agents from
Cherson to Patzinacia.

When an imperial agent goes over to Cherson on this service, he must
at once send to Patzinacia and demand of them hostages and an escort, and
on their arrival he must leave the hostages under guard in the city of Cherson,
and himself go off with the escort to Patzinacia and carry out his instruc-
tions. Now these Pechenegs, who are ravenous and keenly covetous of
articles rare among them, are shameless in their demands for generous gifts,
the hostages demanding this for themselves and that for their wives, and the
escort something for their own trouble and some more for the wear and tear
of their cattle. Then, when the imperial agent enters their country, they first
ask for the emperor’s gifts, and then again, when these have glutted the
menfolk, they ask for the presents for their wives and parents. Also, all who
come with him to escort him on his way back to Cherson demand payment
from him for their trouble and the wear and tear of their cattle.

8 Of the dispatch of imperial agents with ships
of war from the city protected of God to Patzi-
nacia along the Danube and Dnieper and
Dniester river.

In the region of Bulgaria also is settled a folk of the Pechenegs, toward
the region of the Dnieper and the Dniester and the other rivers of those
parts. And when an imperial agent is dispatched from here with ships of
war, he may, without going to Cherson, shortly and swiftly find these same
Pechenegs here; and when he has found them, the imperal agent sends
a message to them by his man, himself remaining on board the ships of
war, carrying along with him and guarding in the ships of war the imperial
goods. And they come down to him, and when they come down, the imperial
agent gives them hostages of his men, and himself takes other hostages
of these Pechenegs, and holds them in the ships of war, and then he makes
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agreement with them; and when the Pechenegs have taken their ocaths
to the imperial agent according to their ‘zakana’, he presents them with
the imperial gifts, and takes from among them as many “friends’ as he sees
fit, and returns. Agreement must be made with them on this condition, that
wherever the emperor calls upon them, they are to serve him, whether
against the Russians, or against the Bulganans, or again against the Turks.
For they are able to make war upon all these, and as they have often come
against them, are now regarded by them with dread. And this is clear from
what follows. For once when the cleric Gabriel was dispatched by imperial
mandate to the Turks and said to them, «The emperor declares that you
are to go and expel the Pechenegs from their place and settle yourselves
there (for in former days you used to be settled there yourselves) so that
you may be near to my imperial majesty, and when I wish, I may send
and find you speedily», then all the chief men of the Turks cried aloud with
one voice, «We are not putting ourselves on the track of the Pechenegs;
for we cannot fight them, because their country is great and their people
numerous and they are the devil’s brats; and do not say this to us again;
for we do not like it

When spring is over, the Pechenegs cross to the far side of the Dnieper
river, and always pass the summer there.

9. Of the coming of the Russians in ‘monoxyla’
from Russia to Constantinople.

The ‘monoxyla’ which come down from outer Russia to Constantinople
are from Novgorod, where Sviatoslav, son of Igor, prince of Russia, had
his seat, and others from the city of Smolensk and from Teliutza and Cher-
mgov and from Vyshegrad. All these come down the river Dnieper, and
are collected together at the city of Kiev, also called Sambatas. Their Slav
tributaries, the so-called Krivichians and the Lenzanenes and the rest of
the Slavonic regions, cut the ‘monoxyla’ on their mountains in time of
winter, and when they have prepared them, as spring approaches, and the
ice melts, they bring them on to the neighbouring lakes. And since these
lakes debouch into the river Dnieper, they enter thence on to this same
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river, and come down to Kiev, and draw the ships along to be finished and
sell them to the Russians. The Russians buy these bottoms only, furnishing
them with oars and rowlocks and other tackle from their old ‘monoxyla’,
which they dismantle; and so they fit them out. And in the month of June
they move off down the river Dnieper and come to Vitichev, which is a
tributary city of the Russians, and there they gather during two or three
days; and when all the ‘monoxyla’ are collected together, then they set
out, and come down the said Dnieper river. And first they come to the first
barrage, called Essoupi, which means in Russian and Slavonic ‘Do not
sleep!’; the barrage itself is as narrow as the width of the Polo-ground;
in the middle of it are rooted high rocks, which stand out like islands. Against
these, then, comes the water and wells up and dashes down over the other
side, with a mighty and terrific din. Therefore the Russians do not venture
to pass between them, but put in to the bank hard by, disembarking the
men on to dry land leaving the rest of the goods on board the ‘monoxyla’;
they then strip and, feeling with their feet to avoid striking on a rock, ***.
This they do, some at the prow, some amidships, while others again, in the
stern, punt with poles; and with all this careful procedure they pass this
first barrage, edging round under the river-bank. When they have passed
this barrage, they re-embark the others from the dry land and sail away,
and come down to the second barrage, called in Russian Oulvorsi, and in
Slavonic Ostrovouniprach, which means ‘the Island of the Barrage’. This
one is like the first, awkward and not to be passed through. Once again they
disembark the men and convey the ‘monoxyla’ past, as on the first occasion.
Similarly they pass the third barrage also, called Gelandri, which means in
Slavonic ‘Noise of the Barrage’, and then the fourth barrage, the big one,
called in Russian Aeifor, and in Slavonic Neasit, because the pelicans nest
in the stones of the barrage. At this barrage all put into land prow foremost,
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9
and those who are deputed to keep the watch with them get out, and off
they go, these men, and keep vigilant watch for the Pechenegs. The re-
mainder, taking up the goods which they have on board the ‘monoxyla’,
conduct the slaves in their chains past by land, six miles, until they are
through the barrage. Then, partly dragging their ‘monoxyla’, partly por-
taging them on their shoulders, they convey them to the far side of the
barrage; and then, putting them on the river and loading up their baggage,
they embark themselves, and again sail off in them. When they come to the
fifth barrage, called in Russian Varouforos, and in Slavonic Voulniprach,
because 1t forms a large lake, they again convey their ‘monoxyla’ through
at the edges of the river, as at the first and second barrages, and arrive at
the sixth barrage, called in Russian Leanti, and in Slavonic Veroutzi, that
is ‘the Boiling of the Water’, and this too they pass similarly. And thence they
sail away to the seventh barrage, called in Russian Stroukoun, and 1n Sla-
vonic Naprezi, which means ‘Little Barrage’. This they pass at the so-called
ford of Vrar, where the Chersonites cross over from Russia and the Pe-
chenegs to Cherson; which ford is as wide as the Hippodrome, and, measured
upstream from the bottom as far as the rocks break surface, a bow-shot in
length. It is at this point, therefore, that the Pechenegs come down and
attack the Russians. After traversing this place, they reach the island called
St. Gregory, on which island they perform their sacrifices because a gigantic
oak-tree stands there; and they sacrifice live cocks. Arrows, too, they peg in
round about, and others bread and meat, or something of whatever each
may have, as is their custom. They also throw lots regarding the cocks,
whether to slaughter them, or to eat them as well, or to leave them alive.
From this island onwards the Russians do not fear the Pecheneg until they
reach the river Selinas. So then they start off thence and sail for four days,
until they reach the lake which forms the mouth of the river, on which is the
island of St. Aitherios. Arrived at this island, they rest themselves there for
two or three days. And they re-equip their ‘monoxyla’ with such tackle as is
needed, sails and masts and rudders, which they bring with them. Since this
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lake i3 the mouth of this river, as has been said, and carries on down to the
sea, and the island of St. Aitherios lies on the sea, they come thence to the
Dniester river, and having got safely there they rest again. But when the
weather is propitious, they put to sea and come to the river called Aspros,
and after resting there too in like manner, they again set out and come to the
Selinas, to the so-called branch of the Danube river. And until they are past
the river Selinas, the Pechenegs keep pace with them. And if it happens that
the sea casts a ‘monoxylon’ on shore, they all put in to land, in order to
present a united opposition to the Pechenegs. But after the Selinas they
fear nobody, but, entering the territory of Bulgaria, they come to the mouth
of the Danube. From the Danube they proceed to the Konopas, and from
the Konopas to Constantia, and from Constantia to the river of Varna, and
from Varna they come to the river Ditzina, all of which are Bulgarian terri-
tory. From the Ditzina they reach the district of Mesembria, and there at last
their voyage, fraught with such travail and terror, such difficulty and danger,
is at an end. The severe manner of life of these same Russians in winter-time
is as follows. When the month of November begins, their chiefs together with
all the Russians at once leave Kiev and go off on the ‘poliudia’, which means
‘rounds’, that is, to the Slavonic regions of the Vervians and Drugovichians
and Krivichians and Severians and the rest of the Slavs who are tributaries
of the Russians. There they are maintained throughout the winter, but then
once more, starting from the month of April, when the ice of the Dnieper
river melts, they come back to Kiev. They then pick up their ‘monoxyla’,
as has been said above, and fit them out, and come down to Romania.

The Uzes can attack the Pechenegs.

10. Of Chazaria, how and by whom war must be made
upon it.

The Uzes can attack the Chazars, for they are their neighbours, and
80 can the ruler of Alania.
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Nine regions of Chazaria are adjacent to Alania, and the Alan can,
if he be so minded, plunder these and so cause great damage and dearth
among the Chazars: for from these nine regions come all the livelihood
and plenty of Chazaria.

11. Of the city of Cherson and the city of Bosporus.

If the ruler of Alania is not at peace with the Chazars, but thinks
preferable the friendship of the emperor of the Romans, then, if the Chazars
are not minded to preserve friendship and peace with the emperor, he,
the Alan, may do them great hurt by ambushing their routes and setting
upon them when they are off their guard, in their passage to Sarkel and
the Regions and Cherson. And if this ruler will act zealously to check them,
then Cherson and the Regions may enjoy great and profound peace; for
the Chazars, afraid of the attack of the Alans and consequently not being
free to attack Cherson and the Regions with an army, since they are not
strong enough to fight both at once, will be compelled to remain at peace.

12. Of black Bulgaria and Chazaria.
The so-called black Bulgaria can also attack the Chazars.

13. Of the nations that are neighbours to the Turks.

These nations are adjacent to the Turks: on their western side Francia;
on their northern the Pechenegs; and on the south side great Moravia, the
country of Sphendoplokos, which has now been totally devastated by these
Turks, and occupied by them. On the side of the mountains the Croats are
adjacent to the Turks.

The Pechenegs too can attack the Turks, and plunder and harm them
greatly, as has been said above in the chapter on the Pechenegs.
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Fix, my son, your minds’s eye upon my words, and learn those things
which I command you, and you will be able in due season as from ancestral
treasures to bring forth the wealth of wisdom, and to display the abundance of
wit. Know therefore that all the tribes of the north have, as it were implan-
ted in them by nature, a ravening greed of money, never satiated, and so
they demand everything and hanker after everything and have desires that
know no limit or circumseription, but are always eager for more, and desi-
rous to acquire great profits in exchange for a small service. And so these
importunate demands and brazenly submitted claims must be turned back
and rebutted by plausible speeches and prudent and clever excuses, which,
in so far as our experience has enabled us to arrive at them, will, to speak
summarily, run more or less as follows:

Should they ever require and demand, whether they be Chazars, or
Turks, or again Russians, or any other nation of the northerners and Scy-
thians, as frequently happens, that some of the imperial vesture or diadems
or state robes should be sent to them in return for some service or office
performed by them, then thus you shall excuse yourself: «These robes of
state and the diadems, which you call ‘kamelaukia’, were not fashioned by
men, nor by human arts devised or elaborated, but, as we find it written
in secret stories of old history, when God made emperor the former Con-
stantine the great, who was the first Christian emperor, He sent him these
robes of state by the hand of His angel, and the diadems which you call
‘kamelaukia’, and charged him to lay them in the great and holy church
of God, which, after the name of that very wisdom which is the property of
God, is called St.Sophia; and not to clothe himself in them every day, but
only when it is a great public festival of the Lord. And so by God’s command
he laid them up, and they hang above the holy table in the sanctuary of this
same church, and are for the ornament of the church. And the rest of the
imperial vestments and cloaks lie spread out upon this holy table. And
when a festival of our Lord and God Jesus Christ comes round, the patriarch
takes up such of these robes of state and diadems as are suitable and appro-
priated to that occasion, and sends them to the emperor, and he wears them
in the procession, and only in it, as the servant and minister of God, and
after use returns them again to the church, and they are laid up in it.
Moreover, there is a curse of the holy and great emperor Constantine en-
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graved upon this holy table of the church of God, according as he was char-
ged by God through the angel, that if an emperor for any use or occasion
or unseasonable desire be minded to take of them and either himself misuse
them or give them to others, he shall be anathematized as the foe and enemy
of the commands of God, and shall be excommunicated from the church;
moreover, if he himself be minded to make others like them, these too the
church of God must take, with the freely expressed approval of all the
archbishops and of the senate; and it shall not be in the authority either
of the emperor, or of the patriarch, or of any other, to take these robes
of state or the diadems from the holy church of God. And mighty dread
hangs over them who are minded to transgress any of these divine ordinances.
For one of the emperors, Leo by name, who also married a wife from Chaza-
ria, out of his folly and rashness took up one of these diadems when no
festival of the Lord was toward, and without the approval of the patriarch
put it about his head. And straightway a carbuncle came forth upon his
forehead so that in torment at the pains of it he evilly departed his evil life,
and ran upon death untimely. And, this rash act being summarily avenged,
thereafter a rule was made, that when he is about to be crowned the emperor
must first swear and give surety that he will neither do nor conceive anything
against what has been ordained and kept from ancient times, and then may
he be crowned by the patriarch and perform and execute the rites appro-
priate to the established festival.y
Similar care and thought you must take in the matter of the liquid
fire which is discharged through tubes, so that if any shall ever venture
to demand this too, as they have often made demands of us also, you may
rebut and dismiss them in words like these: «This too was revealed and taught
by God through an angel to the great and holy Constantine, the first Chri-
stian emperor, and concerning this too he received great charges from the
same angel, as we are assured by the faithful witness of our fathers and
grandfathers, that it should be manufactured among the Christians only
and in the city ruled by them, and nowhere else at all, nor should it be sent
nor taught to any other nation whatsoever. And so, for the confirmation
of this among those who should come after him, this great emperor caused
curses to be inscribed on the holy table of the church of God, that he who
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should dare to give of this fire to another nation should neither be called
a Christian, not be held worthy of any rank or office; and if he should be
the holder of any such, he should be expelled therefrom and be anathema-
tized and made an example for ever and ever, whether he were emperor, or
patriarch, or any other man whatever, either ruler or subject, who should
seek to transgress this commandment. And he adjured all who had the zeal
and fear of God to be prompt to make away with him who attempted to do
this, as a common enemy and a transgressor of this great commandment, and
to dismiss him to a death most hateful and cruel. And it happened once, as
wickedness will still find room, that one of our military governors, who
had been most heavily bribed by certain foreigners, handed over some of this
fire to them; and, since God could not endure to leave unavenged this
transgression, as he was about to enter the holy church of God, fire came
down out of heaven and devoured and consumed him utterly. And thereafter
mighty dread and terror were implanted in the hearts of all men, and never
since then has anyone, whether emperor, or noble, or private citizen, or
military governor, or any man of any sort whatever, ventured to think of
such a thing, far less to attempt to do it or bring it to pass.»

‘But come, now, turn’, and to meet another sort of demand, monstrous
and unseemly, seemly and appropriate words discover and seek out. For
if any nation of these infidel and dishonourable tribes of the north shall ever
demand a marriage alliance with the emperor of the Romans, and either to
take his daughter to wife, or to give a daughter of their own to be wife to the
emperor or to the emperor’s son, this monstrous demand of theirs also you
shall rebut with these words, saying: «Concerning this matter also a dread and
authentic charge and ordinance of the great and holy Constantine is engraved
upon the sacred table of the universal church of the Christians, St. Sophia,
that never shall an emperor of the Romans ally himself in marriage with
a nation of customs differing from and alien to those of the Roman order,
especially with one that is infidel and unbaptized, unless it be with the
Franks alone; for they alone were excepted by that great man, the holy
Constantine, because he himself drew his origin from those parts; for there
is much relationship and converse between Franks and Romans. And why
did he order that with them alone the emperors of the Romans should
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intermarry ? Because of the traditional fame and nobility of those lands
and races. But with any other nation whatsoever it was not to be in their
power to do this, and he who dared to do it was to be condemned as an
alien from the ranks of the Christians and subject to the anathema, as a
transgressor of ancestral laws and imperial ordinances. And that emperor
Leo aforesaid, who also, as has been described above, unlawfully and rashly,
without the consent of him who was then patriarch, took from the church
the diadem and put it about his head and was summarily punished in full
for his wicked attempt, dared to make light of and to disregard this com-
mandment also of that holy emperor, which, as has already been made
clear, is engraved on the holy table; and as he had once put himself outside
the fear of God and His commandments, so also he contracted an alli-
ance in marriage with the chagan of Chazaria, and received his daughter
to be his wife, and thereby attached great shame to the empire of the Romans
and to himself, because he annulled and disregarded the ancestral injunc-
tions; yet he, however, was not even an orthodox Christian, but an heretic
and a destroyer of images. And so for these his unlawful impieties he is
continually excommunicated and anthematized in the church of God, as
a transgressor and perverter of the ordinance of God and of the holy and
great emperor Constantine. For how can it be admissible that Christians
should form marriage associations and ally themselves by marriage with
infidels, when the canon forbids it and the whole church regards it as alien
to and outside the Christian order? Or which of the illustrious or noble
or wise emperors of the Romans has admitted it ?» But if they reply: «How
then did the lord Romanus, the emperor, ally himself in marriage with the
Bulgarians, and give his grand-daughter to the lord Peter the Bulga-
rian ¢», this must be the defence: «The lord Romanus, the emperor, was
a common, illiterate fellow, and not from among those who have been
bred up in the palace, and have followed the Roman national customs from
the beginning; nor was he of imperial and noble stock, and for this reason
in most of his actions he was too arrogant and despotic, and in this instance
he neither heeded the prohibition of the church, nor followed the command-
ment and ordinance of the great Constantine, but out of a temper arrogant
and self-willed and untaught in virtue and refusing to follow what was
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right and good, or to submit to the ordinances handed down by our fore-
fathers, he dared to do this thing; offering, that is, this alone by way of
gpecious excuse, that by this action so many Christian prisoners were ran-
somed, and that the Bulgarians too are Christians and of like faith with us,
and that in any case she who was given in marriage was not daughter of
the chief and lawful emperor, but of the third and most junior, who was
still subordinate and had no share of authority in matters of government;
but this was no different from giving any other of the ladies of the im-
penial family, whether more distantly or closely related to the impenal
nobility, nor did it make any difference that she was given for some service
to the commonweal, or was daughter of the most junior, who had no autho-
rity to speak of. And because he did this thing contrary to the canon and
to ecclesiastical tradition and the ordinance and commandment of the
great and holy emperor Constantine, the aforesaid lord Romanus was in
his lifetime much abused, and was slandered and hated by the senatorial
council and all the commons and the church herself, so that their hatred
became abundantly clear in the end to which he came; and after his death
he is in the same way vilified and slandered and condemned inasmuch as
he too introduced an unworthy and unseemly innovation into the noble
polity of the Romans.» For each nation has different customs and divergent
laws and institutions, and should consolidate those things that are proper
to it, and should form and develop out of the same nation the associations
for the fusion of its life. For just a8 each animal mates with its own tribe,
so it 18 right that each nation also should marry and cohabit not with those
of other race and tongue but of the same tribe and speech. For hence arise
naturally harmony of thought and intercourse among one another and
friendly converse and living together; but alien customs and divergent
laws are likely on the contrary to engender enmities and quarrels and hatreds
and broils, which tend to beget not friendship and association but spite
and division. Mark, too, that it is not for those who wish to govern lawfully
to copy and emulate what has been ill done by some out of ignorance or
arrogance, but rather to have the glorious deeds of those who have ruled
lawfully and righteously as noble pictures set up for an example to be copied,
and after their pattern to strive himself also to direct all that he does; since
the end which came upon him, I mean, the lord Romanus, through these
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his headstrong acts is a sufficient warning to restrain anyone who is minded
to emulate his evil deeds.

But now, with the rest, you must know also what follows, my well-loved
gon, since knowledge of it may greatly advantage you and render you the
object of greater admiration. That is, once again, knowledge ‘of the dif-
ference between other nations, their origins and customs and manner of
life, and the position and climate of the land they dwell in, and its geo-
graphical description and measurement’, as they are more widely expounded
hereafter.

14. Of the genealogy of Mahomet.

The blasphemous and obscene Mahomet, whom the Saracens claim
for their prophet, traces his genealogy by descent from the most widespread
race of Ishmael, son of Abraham. For Nizaros, the descendant of Ishmael,
is proclaimed the father of them all. Now he begat two sons, Moundaros
and Rabias, and Moundaros begat Kousaros and Kaisos and Themimes
and Asandos and various others whose names are unknown, who were allotted
the Madianite desert and reared their flocks, dwelling in tents. And there
are others further off in the interior who are not of the same tribe, but of
Iektan, the so-called Homerites, that is, Amanites. And the story is published
abroad thus. This Mahomet, being destitute and an orphan, thought fit
to hire himself out to a certain wealthy woman, his relative, Chadiga by
name, to tend her camels and to trade for her in Egypt among the foreigners
and in Palestine. Thereafter by little and little he grew more free in converse
and ingratiated himself with the woman, who was a widow, and took her
to wife. Now, during his visits to Palestine and intercourse with Jews and
Christians he used to follow up certain of their doctrines and interpretations
of scripture. But as he had the disease of epilepsy, his wife, a noble and
wealthy lady, was greatly cast down at being united to this man, who was
not only destitute but an epileptic into the bargain, and so he deceived
her by alleging: «I behold a dreadful vision of an angel called Gabriel, and
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being unable to endure his sight, I faint and fally; and he was believed
because a certain Arian, who pretended to be a monk, testified falsely in
his support for love of gain. The woman being in this manner imposed on
and proclaiming to other women of her tribe that he was a prophet, the
lying fraud reached also the ears of a head-man whose name was Boubachar.
Well, the woman died and left her husband behind to succeed her and to
be heir of her estate, and he became a notable and very wealthy man, and
his wicked imposture and heresy took hold on the district of Ethribos.
And the crazy and deluded fellow taught those who believed on him, that
he who slays an enemy or is slain by an enemy enters into paradise, and
all the rest of his nonsense. And they pray, moreover, to the star of Aphro-
dite, which they call Koubar, and in their supplication cry out: «Alla wa
Koubary, that is, ‘God and Aphrodite’. For they call God ‘Alla’, and ‘wa’
they use for the conjunction ‘and’, and they call the star ‘Koubar’, and so
they say ‘Alla wa Koubar’.

15. Of the tribe of the Fatemites.

Fatem was a daughter of Mahomet, and from her are begotten the
Fatemites. But these are not from Fatemi, from the country of Libya, but
dwell in the district north of Mecca, away behind the tomb of Mahomet. They
are an Arab nation, carefully trained to wars and battles; for with the aid
of this tribe Mahomet went to war, and took many cities and subdued many
countries. For they are brave men and warriors, so that if they be found
to the number of a thousand in an army, that army cannot be defeated
or worsted. They ride not horses but camels, and in time of war they do
not put on corselets or coats of mail but pink-coloured cloaks, and have
long spears and shields as tall as a man and enormous wooden bows which
few can bend, and that with difficulty.
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16. From the canon which Stephen the astrologer

cast from the stars concerning the KExodus of

the Saracens, in what year of the foundation

of the world it took place, and who then held
the sceptre of the empire of the Romans.

The Exodus of the Saracens took place on the third day of the month
of September of the tenth indiction, in the twelfth year of Heraclius, in the
year from the creation of the world 6130. And the horoscope of these same
Saracens was cast in the month of September, on the third day of the month,
the fifth day of the week. At this same time Mouameth was first chief of the
Arabs, whom the Arabs call Mahomet, who was also their prophet, and
he held rule over the Arabs nine years.

17. From the Chronicle of Theophanes,
of blessed memory.

In this year 6139, died Mouameth, chief and false prophet of the
Saracens, having appointed in his stead Aboubacharos, or Boupaktor, his
kinsman. And the deluded Jews at his first appearance had taken him for
the Christ whom they expect, so that some of their leading men approached
him and received his religion and forsook that of Moses who beheld God.
But when they saw him eating camel’s flesh, they realized that he was
not what they had thought him. But they taught him to do nefarious
crimes against the Christians and continued in his company. These are they
who taught him to accept some parts of the Law, both the circumecision
and other matters, which the Saracens observe. The first to come after
him, then, was Aboubachar, who had proclaimed him to be a prophet and
was for that reason left behind to succeed him. And his heresy prevailed
in the district of Ethribos, at first in secret ten years, and at last through
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war another ten years, and openly nine years. And he taught his subjects
that he who has slain an enemy or is slain by an enemy enters unhindered
into paradise, and said that it is a paradise of carnal eating and drinking
and lying with women, and that a river of wine and honey and milk flows
down it and the women are incomparable to look upon, not such as we
know here but other, and he fabled that intercourse with them is of long
duration and the pleasure continuous, and other matters replete with
libertinism and folly; and they are to forgive one another and aid one
another when wronged.

18. The second chief of the Arabs, Aboubachar,
three years.

This Aboubachar first took the city of Gaza and all the terri-
tory round about it. And the same Aboubachar died after ruling as emir
three years, and Oumar succeeded to the rule and governed the Arabs
twelve years.

19. The third chief of the Arabs, Oumar.

This same Oumar marched against Palestine, and laid siege in it
and blockaded Jerusalem for the space of two years, and took it by guile.
For Spohronius, bishop of Jerusalem, one moved with divine zeal and
excellent in sagacity, received from him a most sure undertaking concerning
the churches throughout Palestine, so that the churches were neither de-
stroyed nor sacked. When Sophronius saw him, he said: «Of a truth this
is the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, that
standeth in the holy place.» He demanded the temple of the Jews that
Solomon built, to make it the place of worship of his blasphemy. And it is
so to this day.
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20. The fourth chief of the Arabs, Outhman.

He took Africa by war, and arranged imposts with the Africans and
returned. His general was Mauias, who pulled down the colossus of Rhodes
and took the island of Cyprus and all its cities. He took the island of Arados
also and burnt its city, and made the island desolate to this day. When
he came to the island of Rhodes, he demolished the colossus in it, one thous-
and 360 years after it had been set up, and a Jewish merchant of Edessa
bought it and loaded 900 camels with the bronze of it. This Mauias
also made an expedition against Constantinople and ravaged Ephesus and
Halicarnassus and Smyrna and the rest of the cities of Ionia, and after the
death of Outhman was fifth chief of the Arabs for twenty-four years.

2l. From the Chronicle of Theophanes: the year
from the creation of the world 6171

At the end of the life of Mauias, chief of the Arabs, the Mardaites
entered the Lebanon and took possession of it from the Black mountain
to the holy city, and made themselves masters of the summits of the Lebanon;
and many slaves and natives ran to them for refuge, in numbers which
shortly amounted to many thousands. On learning this, Mauias was greatly
alarmed, and his counsellors with him. And he sent envoys to the emperor
Constantine, seeking for peace. Therefore, the emperor Constantine, the
orthodox, son of Pogonatus, dispatched John surnamed Pitzikaudis. And
when he arrived in Syria, Mauias received him with great honour, and it
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was agreed on both sides that a convention of peace should be drawn up
in writing and sworn to, on the basis of an agreed annual tribute, the Agarenes
to pay to the emperor of the Romans three thousand pieces of gold and 800
prisoners and 50 thoroughbred horses. At this time the empire of the Arabs
was divided in two parts. In Ethribos Ali held rule, but Mauias held Egypt
and Palestine and Damascus. And the dwellers in Ethribos marched with
the sons of Ali against Mauias. And Mauias armed himself against them
and joined battle by the river Euphrates, and the party of Ali was defeated,
and Mauias took Ethribos and all the land of Syria. And his family held rule
85 years. And after him came forth the so-called Black-robed out of Persia,
who hold rule to this day, and they fought with the clan of Mauias and
utterly destroyed it. And they slew Marouam also, who was its head. And
few of the party of Mauias were left, and they, together with one grandson
of Mauias, were pursued by the Black-robed as far as Africa. Now this
same grandson of Mauias with a few followers crossed over into Spain in
the days of Justinian Rhinotmetus, not of Pogonatus. But this has not
been written by our historians. For from the time of the capture of old
Rome by the Goths, the Roman possessions hegan to be lopped off, and
none of the historians has made mention of the region of Spamn, nor of the
clan of Mauias. But the history of Theophanes, of blessed memory, has the
following account: And so Mauias, chief of the Saracens, died, who had been
general 26 years, and had ruled as emir 24 years. And Izid, his son, held rule
over the Arabs 6 years. On his death the Arabs of Ethribos were disturbed,
and they arose and set up Abdelas, son of Zouber, to be their chief. When they
heard this, the Arabs who dwelt in Phoenicia and Palestine and Damascus
came to Ousan, the emir of Palestine, and appointed Marouam and set
him up to be chief, and he held the rule 9 months. On his death, his son
Abimelech succeeded to the rule and held it 22 years and 6 months. And
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he overcame the rebels, and slew Abdelas, son and successor of Zouber.
Meanwhile, the emperor Constantine, son of Pogonatus, died, having held
rule over the Romans 17 years; and his son Justinian reigned in his stead.

The chief of the Arabs who was fifth after Mouameth to hold rule
over the Arabs was not of the family of Mouameth, but of another tribe.
And first he was appointed general and admiral by Outhman, chief of the
Arabs, and was sent against the state of the Romans with a strong force
and 1200 decked ships. He proceeded to Rhodes, and thence, after fitting
out his expedition, came up to Constantinople, and lingered a long time,
and laid waste the environs of Byzantium, but returned with his purpose
unachieved. When he came to Rhodes, he pulled down the colossus that
stood in it. It was a brazen statue of the sun, gilded from head to foot,
80 cubits in height and broad in proportion, as witness the inseription
written on the base of its feet, running like this:

The Rhodian colossus, eight times ten

Cubits in height, Laches of Lindos made.
He took the bronze of it and carried it over into Syria, and put it up for
sale to any who wanted it; and a Hebrew of Edessa bought it and brought
it up from the sea laden on 980 camels. On the death of Outhman, then, this
Mauias succeeded to the rule of the Arabs. And he ruled over the holy
city and the regions of Palestine, over Damascus and Antioch and all the
cities of Egypt. But Alim, who was son-in-law of Mouameth, having married
his daughter called Fatime, ruled over Ethribos and all Arabia Tracheia.
Now, in these days Alim and Mauias were roused up to war against one
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another, disputing over the rule, which of them should be lord of all Syria.
They encountered one another by the river Euphrates, and joined in fierce
battle one against the other. But when the battle was at its height and many
were falling on either side, the multitudes of the Agarenes of both parties
cried out: «Why is this, that we slay and are slain, and our tribe perishes
from among living men ? But let two elders be chosen apart from both the
parties, and whomsoever they prefer, let him have the rule.» Alim and
Mauias were pleased at this saying of theirs, and, drawing off from their
hands their rings, which are a token of rule of the Agarenes, they gave
them to the two elders, and placed their authority at the disposal of the
two elders, confirming the matter by an oath and settling it so that whomso-
ever the elders might prefer, he should be lord and chief of all the Saracens.
The two elders entered into the middle of the battle array of the two parties,
and took their stand face to face in the space between the armies; the elder
of Alim was a man devout according to the nation of the Saracens, one such
as they call ‘cadt’, that is, faithful and sanctified; but the elder of Mauias
was devout only in appearance, but in all else deceitful and arrogant and
surpassing all men in mischief. The elder of Mauias said to the elder of
Alim: «Do you speak first what you will, for you are prudent and devout,
and far surpassing my years.» And the elder of Alim answered thus:
«I cast Alim off from the rule, as I drew his ring from his hand and drew
it on to my own finger; now will I cast off the ring of Alim from my finger
and therewith cast him off from his rule also.» The elder of Mauias made
answer again: «I drew Mauias into the rule, as I drew his ring on to my
finger; now will I draw the ring of Mauias on to his finger.» And then they
parted one from the other. So Mauias took all the dominion of Syria, since
all the emirs had sworn to each other, saying: «Whatever the elders say,
we will be obedient to their words.» And so Alim took his army and departed
to the region of Ethribos with all his kin, and there ended his life. After
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the death of Alim, his sons, regarding their father’s counsel as nonsense,
rebelled against Mauias, and joined fierce battle with Mauilas, and being
worsted fled from before his face, and Mauias sent after and put them all
to death. And thereafter the rule over all the Arabs came into the hands
of Mauias.

Now, this Mauias was grandson of Sophiam. And Mauias’ grandson
was Masalmas, who made an expedition against Constantinople, and at
whose request was built the mosque of the Saracens in the imperial praetori-
um. He was not chief of the Arabs; Souleiman was chief of the Saracens, and
Masalmas held the rank of general. Souleiman came with his fleet against
Constantinople, and Masalmas came overland, and crossed over at Lampsacus
into the region of Thrace, carrying with him 80 thousand troops. And through
the Providence of God both the fleet of Souleiman and the infantry army
of Masalmas all retired with ignominy, being worsted and utterly overthrown
by the fleet and soldiers of the emperor. And our state was at peace for
many a long year, for this city was guided and guarded by Our Lady the
ever-virgin Mary, the Mother of God, by whose inviolate and holy image
Souleiman himself was awed and put to shame, and he fell from his horse.

22, From the Chronicle of Theophanes, of blessed
memory, concerning the same events and concerning
Mauias and his clan, how it crossed over into Spain.
Emperor of the Romans, Justinian Rhinotmetus.

This is the beginning of his reign; and thereafter he was expelled by
Leontius, and then in his turn came back again and expelled Leontius and
Apsimarus, and held his triumph over them both in the hippodrome, and
put them to death. In this year Abimelech sent to Justinian to ratify the
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peace on these conditions: the emperor to withdraw the Mardaite legion
from the Lebanon and check their incursions, and Abimelech to give the
Romans daily a thousand nomismata and one thoroughbred horse and
one Ethiopian slave, and the taxes of Cyprus and Armenia and Iberia to
be held commonly and in equal shares by both parties. The emperor dis-
patched Paul the imperial agent to Abimelech, to confirm the terms agreed
upon, and a confirmation was drawn up in writing and attested. The im-
perial agent was presented with gifts, and returned. And the emperor sent
and took in the Mardaites, 12 thousand of them, thereby crippling the
Roman power. For all the frontier cities now inhabited by the Arabs from
Mopsouestia and as far as Armenia Quarta were defenceless and uninhabited
because of the incursion of the Mardaites, by whose drawing away Romania
has suffered terrible damage at the hands of the Arabs, and suffers it still.
And in the same year the emperor went to Armenia and there took in
the Mardaites of the Lebanon, thus destroying his brazen wall. Moreover,
he broke the pledge of peace with the Bulgarians, disturbing the treaty
made by his own father.

It was also during the reign of Abimelech that the Arabs marched
against Africa and took it, and placed in it a garrison of their troops.
At that time Leontius had expelled Justinian from the rule over the Romans,
and had exiled him to Cherson and had possessed himself of the empire.
But after Apsimarus Tiberius had ousted Leontius from the throne and had
possessed himself of the sceptre of the Romans, Abimelech, chief of the
Arabs, died, and Oualid his son ruled nine years. In the same year Justinian
returned once more to his throne, and during his slack and careless govern-
ment the Agarenes obtained complete control of Africa. Then, the grandson
of Mauias with a very few men crossed over into Spain, and, having collect-
ed together all of his tribe, gained control of Spain even to this day, and
that is why the Agarenes who dwell in Spain are called Mauiates. Their
descendants are the Agarenes who live in Crete. For when Michael the
Lisper had got possession of the rule over the Romans, and the rebellion
of Thomas broke out and lasted three years, then, while the emperor was
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engrossed with the troubles which had arisen, the Agarenes who lived in
Spain saw their chance had come, fitted out a large fleet and started out
from the region of Sicily and desolated all the islands of the Cyclades, and,
coming to Crete and finding it rich and carelessly guarded, since none
opposed or engaged them, they took it, and hold it to this day. Oualid
was succeeded by Souleiman, who ruled three years. In his time Masalmas,
the general of Souleiman, made an expedition with an army overland, and
Qumar by sea, and by God’s aid they returned with shame, their purpose
unachieved. Souleiman was succeeded by Oumar, who held the rule over the
Arabs two years. Oumar was succeeded by Azid, who held the rule for four
years. He was succeeded by Isam, who held rule for 19 years. On his death
Marouam held the rule six years. On the death of Marouam Abdelas became
master of the rule over the Arabs, and held it 21 years. On his death Madis
became chief of the Arabs, and held the rule nine years. When he had passed
away Aaron became master of the rule over the Arabs, and held the rule
23 years.

In this year, that is to say, when the rule over the Romans #x% Irene
and Constantine, the year from the creation of the world 6288. In the same
year Aaron, the chief of the Arabs, died in inner Persia, that is called Cho-
rasan, and Moamed his son succeeded to the rule, a stupid, unbalanced
man in every way, against whom his brother Abdelas came in revolt out
of that same country of Chorasan together with the powers that had been
his father’s, and brought about a civil war. And thereafter those who dwelt
in Syria and Egypt and Libya were split up under different governments,
and destroyed the public weal and one another, in a welter of slaughter
and rapine and outrage of every sort against themselves and their Christian
subjects. Then it was that the churches in the holy city of Christ our God
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were desolated, and the monasteries of the two great Laurai, those of SS.
Charito and Cyriac and of St. Sabas, and the other coenobite monasteries
of S8S. Euthymius and Theodosius. This anarchy, during which they murdered
one another and us, lasted five years,

Up to this point the history of the Arabs is set in order chronologically
by St. Theophanes, who founded the monastery of the so-called Megas Agros
and was uncle on the mother’s side of the great and pious and most Christian
emperor Constantine, son of Leo, the most wise and virtuous emperor,
and grandson of Basil, of blessed memory for his tenure of the sceptre over

the empire of the Romans.

23. Of Iberia and Spain.

There are two Iberias: one, at the Pillars of Hercules, is so called
from the river Iber, mentioned by Apollodorus in ‘Concerning the Earth’,
IT: «Within the Pyrenees is the Iber, a great river running towards the
interior.» In this country are said to be many distinct nations, as Herodo-
rus has written in the Xth book of his ‘History Relating to Herakles’: «This
Iberian race, which, I say, lives on the shores of the strait, though one
race, is distinguished by names according to its tribes: first, those who
inhabit the western parts at the farthest verge are called Kynetes (and
after them, if one travels northward, are the Gletes); then, Tartessians;
then, Elbusinians; then, Mastienos; then, Kelkianoi; and then, thereafter,
the Rhone.» Artemidorus, in book IT of the ‘Geography’, says that the country
is divided thus: «The interior between the Pyrenees mountains and the
district about Gadara is denominated alternatively Iberia and Spain. It has
been divided by the Romans into two provinces s the whole extending

VMe + pédotoc P: ‘HpbéSwpoc Ba Be Berkel Meineke Jacoby || ': dexdry
Ba Be Meineke Jacoby || Tf: t&v Ba Be Meineke Jacoby || 6 lotopia: iotopéiv
coni. Meineke iotopdv Jacoby || 7 oixéetv Meineke || Sukmhouv Ba Be Meineke
Jacoby:: dwxmhol P Btopod V Me  dxcovod coni. Bekker || odvépxot comi.
Meineke || 8 olxéovreg Meineke || 9 Kivitoang P || odvopdfovrar coni. Meineke ||
9 &’ — 10 I'M\jtec in parenthesi posuit Schulten || 9 Popény Meineke ||
10 T'xhrec P || ’Exevoivior: ’EXusivior Ba Be Berkel Meineke Jacoby ||
Mootivot: Maotinvol Ba Be Berkel Meineke Jacoby || 11 Keleiavol: Kodmiavol
Ba Be Berkel Kéitow coni. Bandurius Keltixol coni. Meineke || #H8topéSavog
PMe 1 mdwopodavag Jacoby: %87 6 ‘Podavéc Be Berkel Meineke #87 6 *PdSavog
Ba  #87n & Zapdéviog Unger %87 6 mopdudg Schulten || *Aprepidwpos] litteras
e & rest. P? || 18 Tlupwvalwv P || TdSeipa] litteras et in ras. scr. P! || xod
évBotépw Schubart Meineke || 14 ‘Iomavix (etiam Thunmann Meineke): Eravia
edd. || 15 post émapyiag lac. ind. Be Meineke wpdwy upiv Emopyio suppl.
Ba Berkel || ITupweticov P || %ol om. Ba Be Meineke Stiehle  secl. Moravesik ||



100
23
¢ Kawijc Keoyndbvog xal tév 1ol Baitiog mnydv, g 8¢ Sevtépuc
émapyiog T uéxpr lodelpwv xal Avsrraviag.» Aéyerar 3¢ xal *IBnpityc.
HepBéviog &v Aeunadiog Ifmpity mheleoet év alywhd.» “H § Etépa
108Be’IBnpta | mpoc Ilépong 2otiv. TO E9vog "IPnpeq, dg Iliepec, Bdlnpec.
4P Arovisog” | CAyyob omidev peyadbpwy E8vog *IBNpwv.» Kai *Apioto- 20
pavng Torparntt cMavddvovreg Tobg "Ifnpas Tobg *Aptotdpyov oy
vol «Tobg "IBnpag, odg yopnyeis por, Bondowur Spdpep.» Kai *Aptepi-
Swpog &v devtépe Iewypagovpévev: «Tpappatiey) 8¢ ypdvrar T4 tév
*Tronédv of mapdk Sohatray olxolvres T@v "IPNpwv.y Kal &rd g “IBnpoc
yeviniic “IBrple 70 Imruxdy. « Eadyvic, odx “IBnpicy Mévavdpog *Aomide. 25
Aéyerar xal “IBnpwée «f Hpdrog ptv mpds Twvoe T IRnewds dpyous-
votat.y Aunpetto 8¢ % *IBnpla elg 8o, vhv 8¢ elc Tpeie, g Maputavdg v
Heptmier adriig © «Ilpdrepov pév odv % “IPvpla elg 300 dippeito Hmd
‘Popatwv, vovi 8¢ elg tpele Buutny Zmavioy xol Smaviay xoet Tappo-
47°P [xwvrotayv.y Amd THe yevxiig "IBnpoc ebdelay Amodrdviog, g Tig 30
@ORaxog 6 @braxoc. "Ev toig Hapwvduorg enoty: CAmd yeviedy eddeion
nopdyovrat, T 1o pev B8wp T Vo cuAkafas duotwg 1§ eddeta xatd ToV
Tévov mopofuvdpevoy, xal N &v &mAG oyfpatt ¥ Ev ouvdéte. “Amidy
pdv obv {pdpTup), whkpTupos, 6 pdpTus, X&poy, Xdpomog, 6 Xdpomo,
109Be Xapbmoth v dvaxtog’, Tpotlnv, Tootln lvoq, 6 Tpotlnvog, ‘vidg Tpot- 35
Chvowd’, "IBmp, "IBnpeoc, 6 "187pogy, &’ o mapk Kovadpdte &v ‘Puwyai-

F 18 TlopSewiog — alytery: cf. Parthenii fr. 10., ed. Martini,
Mythographi Graeci II. 1. suppl. p. 17; Herodianus, ed. Lentz I. p. 76,
29—30. 20 *Ayyob — 'Ifnpwv: Dionys. Perieg. v. 282., ed. Miiller,
G. G. M. 1. p. 117, 20 ’Apiotopavng — 22 8pépe: cf. Aristoph. fr.
550., 551., ed. Kock, C. A. Fr. I. p. 531. 22 ’Aprepldwpog — 24
"IBhewv: cf. Artemidori fr. 22., ed R. Stiehle, Philologus XI. p. 203. 25
‘Exxnvic — ’AomiSi: of. Menandri fr. 79., ed. Kock, C. A. Fr. IIL p.
25. 26 Ilpdroc — 27 dpyopévoror: Dionys. Perieg. v. 69., ed. Miiller,
G. G. M. 1I. p. 108. 28 Hpétepov — 30 Tappoxewvnstayv: Marcian.
Peripl. II. 7., ed. Miiller G. G. M. 1. p. 544. 30 ’Amnoldviog — 36
“Ifnpog: cf. Apollonii Dyscoli fr., ed. Schneider p. 47.; Herodianus, ed.
Lentz I. p. 196, 22—29; II. p. 854, 1—9. 35 Xapbmowb v dvoxtog:
Hom. 1l. 11, 672, 35 vide Tpolhvoro: Hom. I1. II. 847, 36 mopa
Kovadpdtew — 38 molepfovres: cof. Asinii Quadrati fr. 2., ed. Jacoby, F. Gr.
Hist. IT A. p. 448.
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from the Pyrenees mountains as far as New Carthage and the sources

of the Baetis, while the second province comprehends the area reaching to

Gadara and Lusitania.» The form ‘Iberite’ is also found. Parthenius in
‘Leucadiae’: «Thou shalt coast along the ‘Iberite’ shore.» The other Iberia is
over toward the Persians. The ethnic term is ‘Iberians’, like ‘Pierians’,
‘Byzerians’. Dionysius: «Nigh unto the Pillars the nation of great-hearted
‘Iberians’» And Aristophanes, ‘Triphales’: «Learning that the ‘Iberians’,
who anciently of Aristarchus», and, «The ‘Iberians’, whom thou lendest me,
to run to my aid.» And Artemidorus in part two of ‘Geography’: «Those of
the ‘Iberians’ who live on the coast use the alphabet of the Italians.» Also,
from genitive ‘Iberos’ is formed the feminine ‘Tberis’. «A Greek woman, not
an ‘Iberis’», Menander, ‘Aspis’. The form ‘Iberic’ is also found: «The first
sea is the ‘Iberic’ at the outset.» Iberia used to be divided in two, but now
in three, as Marcian says in its ‘Circumnavigation’: «Now of old Iberia was
divided in two by the Romans, but now in three: Baetic Spain and Lus:-
tamian Spain and Tarragonese Spain.y From genitive ‘Iberos’ Apollonius
derives a nominative, as ‘phylakos’ from genitive ‘phylakos’. In ‘Paronyma’
he says: «Nominatives are derived from genitives of more than two syllables
which, like the derivative nominative, carry the proparoxytone accent,
whether these are in simple or compound form. Simple are: martyr, martyros,
nominative martyros; Charops, Charopos, nominative Charopos, ‘of king
Charopos’; Troezen, Troezenos, nominative Troezenos, ‘son of Troezenos’;
Iber, Iberos, nominative Iberos»; whence in Quadratus, ‘Roman Millennium’,
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F 38 T atd — onot: cf. Habronis fr.,, ed R. Berndt, Berl. Phil.
Wochenschrift XXXV. p. 1454; Herodianus, ed. Lentz I. p. 196, 29; IL
p- 854, 9. 39 adtde — Kparivou: of. Cratini fr. 101., ed. Kock, C.
A. Fr. 1. p. 46; Herodianus, ed. Lentz L. p. 196, 22—23; II. p. 854,
1-3. 40 Aéyovron — 44 molurtedeotdtog: Athen. Dipnosoph. II. 44 b.,
ed. Kaibel 1. p. 102, 15—19.

24, 2 IIé8ev — 13 Tloveviav: cf. Steph. Byz., ed. Meineke 5. v.
‘Tomaviot. 4 Xdpaf — 8 Erownoaro: cf. Characis fr. 26., 27., ed.
Jacoby, F. Gr. Hist. II A. p. 488. 9 &v ‘EXnvieéov — 13 Hoveviav:

of. Characis fr. 3., ed. Jacoby. F. Gr. Hist. IT A. p. 483.
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V, occurs the dative plural ‘Iberoisin’, thus: «Though warring at once
with the Ligurians and ‘Iberoisi’.» Habro says the same in ‘Paronyma’.
And «the goat-bearded ‘Iberos’ himselfs is found in the ‘Effeminates’
of Cratinus. The Iberians are said to drink water, as Athenaeus says in
‘Deipnosophists’, II: «Phylarchus in book VII says that all the Iberians too
drink water, though they are the wealthiest of mankind (for they possess
very great quantities of silver and gold), and he says that they never eat
but once in the day out of their parsimony, and wear the most magnificent
clothes.»

24. Of Spain.

Whence is the name Spain? From Hispanus, a giant so called. The
Spains are two provinces of Italy: one is large, the other small. The country
is referred to by Charax in ‘Chronicles’, X: «In Little, or Outer, Spain the
Lusitanians again revolted, and the Romans sent against them their general
Quintus». And, of the two provinces together, the same author writes: « Quin-
tus, the Roman commander-in-chief in both the Spains. He was defeated
by Viriathus and made a truce with him.» He says the country is called
Iberia, in ‘Greek History’, IIl: «Spain the Greeks originally called Iberia,
not yet having learnt the title of the whole nation but calling it all after
that part of the country which is near the river Iber and derives its name
therefrom.» Afterwards, they say, the name was changed to Spain.

26. From the history of the holy Theophanes of
Sigriane.

In this year Valentinian was not merely too weak to recover Britain
and Gaul and Spain, but also lost western Libya as well, the so-called land
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of the Africans; it happened like this. There were two generals, Aétius and
Boniface, whom Theodosius had sent to Rome at the request of Valentinian.
Boniface was given the command over western Libya, and Aétius out of
jealousy slanderously accused him of meditating rebellion and working to
seize Libya. This he communicated to Placidia, the mother of Valentinian.
But he wrote also to Boniface, saying: «If you are sent for, do not come,
for you have been slanderously accused, and the emperor and empress are
trying to get you into their hands by a trick.» This message Boniface received
and, trusting in Aétius as in a true friend, did not go when he was sent for.
Then the emperor and empress accepted Aétius as a loyal servant.
At that time the Goths and many very large nations were settled in the
regions of the far north down as far as the Danube. Of these the most notable
are the Goths, Visigoths, Gepedes and Vandals, who differ from one another
in name only and in nothing else, and speak one and the same tongue;
and all are of the misbelief of Arius. These in the time of Arcadius and
Honorius crossed the Danube and settled in the territory of the Romans.
The Gepedes, from whom were later divided off the Lombards and Avars,
lived in the territories about Singidunum and Sirmium. The Visigoths, under
Alaric, after taking Rome, went off to the Gallic provinces and possessed
themselves of those regions. The Goths first held Pannonia, but afterwards
were permitted by Theodosius the younger, in the 19th year of his reign,
to dwell in the territories of Thrace, and after remaining 58 years in Thrace
they obtained permission of Zeno to possess themselves of the western
kingdom, with their leader the patrician and consul Theodoric. The Vandals,
joining up with the Alans and Germans, who are now called Franks, crossed
the river Rhine, and, under the leadership of Gogidisclus, settled in Spain,
the first country of Europe from the side of the western Ocean. Now, Boni-
face, fearing the emperor and empress of the Romans, crossed over from
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Libya into Spain and came to the Vandals, and finding that Gogidisclus
was dead and that his sons Gottharus and Gezerichus held the rule, he
incited them by a promise to divide western Libya in three parts, so that
each of them, with himself, should rule over a third part, but should unite
to repel any enemy whoever he might be. These terms being agreed upon,
the Vandals crossed the strait and settled in Libya, from the Ocean as
far as Tripolis by Cyrene. The Visigoths, advancing from Gaul, took pos-
session of Spain also. Now, some Roman senators who were friends to
Boniface exposed to Placidia the falsity of Aétius’ accusation, and showed
her also the letter of Aétius to Boniface, which Boniface had sent them. Pla-
cidia, much amazed, forbore to injure Aétius, but dispatched to Boniface a
message recalling him to his duty, together with promises on oath. Now, on
the death of Gottharius Gezerichus had become sole chief of the Vandals.
Boniface, then, on receipt of the message, marched against the Vandals, with
a large force which had come to him from Rome and Byzantium under the
command of Aspar. Battle was joined with Gezerichus and the army of the
Romans was defeated. So Boniface, accompanied by Aspar, came to Rome
and dispelled suspicion by exposing the truth. But Africa fell beneath the
Vandals. It was then that Marcian, the future emperor, who was a soldier in
the service of Aspar, was taken alive by Gezerichus.

There are three commanders of the faithful in the whole of Syria,
that is, vn the empire of the Arabs, the first of whom has his seat at Bagdad
and is of the family of Mouameth, or Mahomet; the second has his seat
in Africa, and is of the family of Alim and Fatime, daughter of Mouameth,
or Mahomet, whence the Fatemites are so called; the third has his seat
in Spain, and he is of the family of Mauias.

Originally, when the Saracens made themselves masters over all
Syria, the commander of the faithful had his seat at Bagdad. He was absolute
ruler over Persia and Africa and Egypt and Arabia Felix. He had beneath
him mighty emirates, or military provinces, as follows: first, the emirate
of Persia, or Chorasan; second, the emirate of Africa; third, the emirate
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of Egypt; fourth, the emirate of Philistiem, or Rambleh; fifth, the emirate
of Damascus; sixth, the emirate of Homs, or Emesa; seventh, the emirate
of Aleppo; eighth, the emirate of Antioch; ninth, the emirate of Harran;
tenth, the emirate of Emet; eleventh, the emirate of Esibe; twelfth, the
emirate of Mosul; thirteenth, the emirate of Tikrit. But after Africa was
torn away from the dominion of the commander of the faithful at Bagdad
and had become self-governing and had proclaimed an emir of its own,
then Persia was the first emirate, as it had been before, and Egypt became
the second, and the rest thereafter in the order given above. But now,
again, owing to the impotence of the commander of the faithful at Bagdad,
the emir of Persia, or Chorasan, has become independent; and he has
usurped the style of commander of the faithful, wearing the koran on tablets
about his neck like a necklace. And he says he is from the family of Alim.
Moreover the emir of Arabia Felix used always invariably to be beneath
the dominion of the emir of Egypt. But he too has become independent,
and he too has usurped the style of commander of the faithful; and he
too says he is of the family of Alim.

26. The genealogy of the illustrious king Hugh.

The elder Lothair, king of Italy, grandfather of the illustrious king
Hugh, was by descent of the family of the elder Charles, a man much cele-
brated in song and story and author of heroic deeds in war. This Charles
was sole ruler over all the kingdoms, and reigned as emperor in great Francia.
And i his days none of the other kings dared call himself a king, but all
were his vassals; and he sent much money and abundant treasure to
Palestine and built a very large number of monasteries. Well, this Lothair
took his forces and marched against Rome and assaulted and got possession
of it, and was crowned by the pope of that time. And when he was on his
way back to his domain, that is, to Papia, he got as far as the city of Piacenza,
thirty miles distant from Papia, and there he died; he hegat a son called
Adalbert, who took to wife the elder Bertha, and begat on her the aforesaid
king Hugh. Now, after the death of the elder Lothair, Lewis, kinsman
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of Lewis, came from great Francia and took possession of Papia. He was
not crowned. And afterwards he came to Verona, a city 120 miles from
Papia, and on his arrival there the folk of that same city rose up against
him and seized and blinded him. Then the rule was seized by Berengar,
grandfather of the present Berengar, and he entered Rome and was crowned.
After this, a large body of the folk made a declaration to Rodolf, who was
in Burgundy, saying: «Come here, and we will give the kingdom over to
you and will kill Berengar» So he came from Burgundy to the region of
Papia, and one half of the folk sided with Berengar, and the rest with Rodolf.
They fought and Berengar was victorious in the first battle, and they
fought again and Rodolf gained the victory. And the army of Berengar fled,
and Berengar, left alone by himself, made as though he were dead, and
fell down among the dead and covered himself with his shield, but left his
leg protruding. One of Rodolf’s soldiers came up and stabbed him in the
leg with a spear, but he never stirred a muscle; and when he did not stir,
he let him alone, supposing him in truth to be a corpse. And the army of
Rodolf did not know that he was Berengar. When the battle was over,
Berengar got up and came to his palace alone, and again got possession
of his throne and fought with Rodolf and gained the victory over him.
Thereafter they came to terms with one another and divided the country
in two; and one of them took one part of the country, and the other the
other. But Rodolf was subject to the counsel and authority of Berengar.
After this, again, three marquises came from Burgundy to Papia with
intent to expel its possessors and possess it themselves; they were Hugh
Tagliaferro, and Boso, and Boso’s brother Hugh, the most noble king
aforesaid. And he came with a large army. When Berengar heard of it, he
made ready and advanced to meet him in battle, and began to blockade
and to reduce them by hunger, and gave orders to his army not to kill any,
but if they should take any of them prisoner, to cut off his nose and his
two ears and let him go; and so they did. When they saw this, the three
chiefs aforesaid took the holy gospels in their hands and came barefoot
to Berengar and begged his pardon and swore that they would never more
come there so long as he should live; and then he let them depart to their
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own country. But afterwards, when Berengar had gone to Verona, he was
slain by Flambert, whose child he had held at the font, and then Rodolf
became possessed of the whole kingdom. And after that the folk of the
whole country sent a message to Burgundy, to the aforesaid king Hugh,
saying: «Come, and we will give the country over to you» And when he
came, the folk raised him up, and brought him away to the palace and
made him king again. But to Rodolf they said: «Depart with your treasure,
either to your country or elsewhere, as you willn So he went off to Bur-
gundy, to his country, and there ruled over a large folk. And when he died,
the aforesaid king Hugh went off to Burgundy and took to wife the widow
of Rodolf, who was also called Bertha. And her daughter, Adelesa by name,
he gave to Lothair his son, who is now king of Italy. Now, she who came
up to Constantinople and was joined in marriage to Romanus,
the son born in the purple of Constantine, the Christ-loving sovereign, was
the daughter of the same illustrious king Hugh, and she was called Bertha
after the name of her grandmother, I mean the elder Bertha, who after
the death of Adalbert her hushband reigned ten years; but she, the young
Bertha, changed her name to Eudocia, after that of the grandmother and
sister of Constantine, the Christ-loving sovereign.

27. Of the province of Lombardy and of the princi-
palities and governorships therein.

In ancient times the whole domain of Italy, both Naples and Capua
and Beneventum, Salerno and Amalfi and Gaéta and all of Lombardy,
was in the possession of the Romans, I mean, when Rome was the imperial
capital. But after the seat of empire was removed to Constantinople, all these
territories were divided into two governments, and therefore two patricians
used to be dispatched by the emperor in Constantinople; one patrician
would govern Sicily and Calabria and Naples and Amalfi, and the other,
with his seat at Beneventum, would govern Papia and Capua and all the
rest. They used to remit annually to the emperor the sums due to the treasury.
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All these countries aforesaid used to be inhabited by the Romans. But in
the time of the empress Irene the patrician Narses was sent out and was
governing Beneventum and Papia; and pope Zacharias, the Athenian,
was governing Rome. It bappened that fighting had been going on in the
region of Papia, and the patrician Narses had expended on the army the
tribute collected for the treasury, and the regular revenue was not remitted
by bim. Narses sent back a reply, saying: «I expect, rather, that money
should be sent to me from your side, since I have exhausted all the revenues
incoming from here upon the fighting that bas broken out; but, on the
contrary, it is you who are demanding revenues from here.» When the
empress Irene heard this she was angry and sent bim a spindle and distaff,
and wrote to him: «Take these, your proper instruments; for we have
judged it fit that you should spin, rather than that as a man at arms you
should defend and guide and do battle for the Romans.» On hearing this the
patrician Narses wrote in reply to the empress: «Since I am thus judged
by you fit to spin and twist like a woman, I will twist you hanks with spindle
and distaff such as the Romans shall never be able to unravel so long as
they enduren. Now, at that time the Lombards were dwelling in Pannonia,
where now the Turks live. And the patrician Narses sent to them fruits
of all kinds and made them this declaration: «Come hither and behold
a land flowing with honey and milk, as the saying is, which, I think, God
has none to surpass; and if it please you, settle in it, that you may call
me blessed for the ages of ages.» The Lombards heard and obeyed and took
their families and came to Beneventum. The inhabitants of the city of
Beneventum did not allow them to come inside the city, and they settled
outside the city, near the wall and by the river, where they built a small
city, which for that reason is called Civita Nova, that is, New City, and
it stands to this day. But they began to come inside the city also and into
the church, and baving by a stratagem gained the upper band of the inhabi-
tants of the city of Beneventum, they made away with them all and
took possession of the city. For they carried swords inside their staves,
and in the church they wheeled round and attacked all together and, as
bas been said, killed everyone. And thereafter they marched out and sub-
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dued all that land, both the province of Lombardy and Calabria
and as far as Papia, except for Otranto and Gallipoli and Rossano and
Naples and Gaéta and Sorrento and Amalfi. The first city, ancient and
mighty, was Capua, the second, Naples, the third, Beneventum, the fourth,
Gaéta, the fifth, Amalfi. Salerno was settled in the time of Sicardus, when
the Lombards divided the principalities. From the division of Lombardy
until to-day, the 7th indiction, the year 6457 from the creation of the world,
it is 200 years. There were two brothers, Sicon and Sicardus. Sicon governed
Beneventum and the districts of Bari and Sipontum, and Sicardus governed
Salerno and Capua and the district of Calabria. Naples was anciently the
praetorium of the patricians who came out, and the governor of Naples
had Sicily beneath him as well, and when the patrician arrived in Naples,
the duke of Naples would go off to Sicily. Capua was a very large city indeed,
and was captured by the Vandals, or Africans, who demolished it. When
it was lying a deserted city, the Lombards settled in it. When the Africans
came against them once more, bishop Landulf built a city at the bridge
over the river and called it New Capua, and it still survives. From the
foundation of this Capua, it i8 73 years. Naples and Amalfi and Sorrento
have always been subject to the emperor of the Romans.

‘Mastromilis’ means in the Roman tongue captain-general of the army.

Before the Venetians crossed over and settled in the islands in which
they live now, they were called Enetikoi, and used to dwell on the mainland
in these cities: the city of Concordia, the city of Justiniana, the city of
Nonum and very many other cities.

When those who are now called Venetians, but were originally called
Enetikoi, crossed over, they began by constructing a strongly fortified city,
in which the doge of Venice still has his seat to-day, a city surrounded by
some six miles of sea, into which 27 rivers also debouch. There are other
islands also to the east of this same city. And upon these same islands also
they who are now called Venetians built cities: the city of Cogradon, in
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which is a great metropolitan church with many relics of saints laid up in it;
the city of Rivalensis, the city of Lulianon, the city of Apsanon, the city of
Romatina, the city of Licenzia, the city of Pinetai, which is called Strobilos,
the city of Biniola, the city of Boes, in which is a church of the holy apostle
Peter, the city of Ilitoualba, the city of Litoumangersis, the city of Bronion,
the city of Madaucon, the city of Ebola, the city of Pristinai, the city of
Clugia, the city of Brundon, the city of Phosaon, the city of Lauriton.

There are other islands also in the same country of Venice.

On the mainland, also, in the land of Italy, there are cities of the
Venetians, as follows: the city of Capre, the city of Neokastron, the city
of Phines, the city of Aikylon, the city of Aeimanas, the great trading station
of Torcello, the city of Mouran, the city of Rivalto, which means ‘highest
point’, where the doge of Venice has his seat; the city of Caverzenzis.

There are also trading stations and forts.

28. Story of the settlement of what is now called
Venice.

Of old, Venice was a desert place, uninhabited and swampy. Those
who are now called Venetians were Franks from Aquileia and from the
other places in Francia, and they used to dwell on the mainland opposite
Venice. But when Attila, the king of the Avars, came and utterly devastated
and depopulated all the parts of Francia, all the Franks from Aquileia and
from the other cities of Francia began to take to flight, and to go to the
uninhabited islands of Venice and to built huts there, out of their dread
of king Attila. Now when this king Attila had devastated all the country
of the mainland and had advanced as far as Rome and Calabria and had
left Venice far behind, those who had fled for refuge to the islands of Venice,
having obtained a breathing-space and, as it were, shaken off their
faintness of heart, took counsel jointly to settle there, which they did, and
have been settled there till this day. But again, many years after the with-
drawal of Attila, king Pippin arrived, who at that time was ruling over
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Papia and other kingdoms. For this Pippin had three brothers, and they
were ruling over all the Frank and Slavonic regions. Now when king Pippin
came against the Venetians with power and a large army, he blockaded
them along the mainland, on the far side of the crossing between it and the
islands of Venice, at a place called Aeibolas. Well, when the Venetians saw
king Pippin coming against them with his power and preparing to take ship
with the horses to the island of Madamaucon (for this is an island near the
mainland), they laid down spars and fenced off the whole crossing. The army
of king Pippin, being brought to a stand (for it was not possible for them
to cross at any other point), blockaded them along the mainland six months,
fighting with them daily. The Venetians would man their ships and take
up position behind the spars they had laid down, and king Pippin would
take up position with his army along the shore. The Venetians assailed them
with arrows and javelins, and stopped them from crossing over to the island.
So then king Pippin, at a loss, said to the Venetians: «You are beneath my
hand and my providence, since you are of my country and domain.» But the
Venetians answered him: «We want to be servants of the emperor of the
Romans, and not of you.» When, however, they had for long been straitened
by the trouble that had come upon them, the Venetians made a treaty of
peace with king Pippin, agreeing to pay him a very considerable tribute.
But since that time the tribute has gone on diminishing year by year, though
it 18 paid even to this day. For the Venetians pay to him who rules over
the kingdom of Italy, that is, Papia, a twopenny fee of 36 pounds of uncoined
silver annually. So ended the war between Franks and Venetians. When
the folk began to flee away to Venice and to collect there in numbers, they
proclaimed as their doge him who surpassed the rest in nobility. The first
doge among them had been appointed before king Pippin came against
them. At that time the doge’s residence was at a place called Civitanova,
which means ‘new city’. But because this island aforesaid is close to the
mainland, by common consent they moved the doge’s residence to another
island, where it now is at this present, because it 18 at a distance from the
mainland, as far off as one may see a man on horseback.
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29. Of Dalmatia and of the adjacent nations
in it.

The emperor Diocletian was much enamoured of the country of Dal-
matia, and so he brought folk with their families from Rome and settled
them in this same country of Dalmatia, and they were called ‘Romany’
from their having been removed from Rome, and this title attaches to
them until this day. Now this emperor Diocletian founded the city of Spalato
and built therein a palace beyond the power of any tongue or pen to describe,
and remains of its ancient luxury are still preserved to-day, though the
long lapse of time has played havoc with them. Moreover, the city of Diocleia,
now occupied by the Diocletians, was built by the same emperor Dio-
cletian, for which reason those of that country have come to be called by
the name of ‘Diocletians’. The territory possessed by these Romani used
to extend as far as the river Danube, and once on a time, being minded to
cross the river and discover who dwelt beyond the river, they crossed it
and came upon unarmed Slavonic nations, who were also called Avars. The
former had not expected that any dwelt beyond the river, nor the latter
that any dwelt on the hither side. And so, finding these Avars unarmed
and unprepared for war, the Romani overcame them and took booty and
prisoners and returned. And from that time the Romani formed two alter-
nating garrisons, serving from Kaster to Haster, and used to change
their men about so that on Great and Holy Saturday they who
were coming back from the station and they who were going out to
that service would meet one another. For near the sea, beneath that same
city, lies a city called Salona, which is half as large as Constantinople,
and here all the Romani would muster and be equipped and thence start
out and come to the frontier pass, which is four miles from this same city,
and is called Kleisa to this day, from its closing in those who pass that
way. And from there they would advance to the river. This exchange of
garrisons went on for a number of years and the Slavs on the far side of
the river, who were also called Avars, thought it over among themselves, and
said: «These Romani, now that they have crossed over and found booty,
will in future not cease coming over against us, and so we will devise a plan
against them.» And so, therefore, the Slavs, or Avars, took counsel, and
on one occasion when the Romani had crossed over, they laid ambushes
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and attacked and defeated them. The aforesaid Slavs took the Roman arms
and standards and the rest of their military insignia and crossed the river
and came to the frontier pass, and when the Romani who were there saw
them and beheld the standards and accoutrements of their own men they
thought they were their own men, and so, when the aforesaid Slavs reached
the pass, they let them through. Once through, they instantly expelled the
Romani and took possession of the aforesaid city of Salona. There they
settled and thereafter began gradually to make plundering raids and de-
stroyed the Romani who dwelt in the plains and on the higher ground and
took possession of their lands. The remnant of the Romani escaped to the
cities of the coast and possess them still, namely, Decatera, Ragusa, Spalato,
Tetrangourin, Diadora, Arbe, Vekla and Opsara, the inhabitants of which
are called Romani to this day.

Since the reign of Heraclius, emperor of the Romans, as will be related
in the narrative concerning the Croats and Serbs, the whole of Dalmatia
and the nations about it, such as Croats, Serbs, Zachlumi, Terbou-
niotes, Kanalites, Diocletians and Arentani, who are also called Pagani
*++. But when the Roman empire, through the sloth and inexperience
of those who then governed it and especially in the time of Michael from
Amorion, the Lisper, had declined to the verge of total extinction, the inhabi-
tants of the cities of Dalmatia became independent, subject neither to the
emperor of the Romans nor to anybody else, and, what is more, the nations
of those parts, the Croats and Serbs and Zachlumites, Terbuniotes and Kana-
lites and Diocletians and the Pagani, shook off the reins of the empire of
the Romans and became self-governing and independent, subject to none.
Princes, as they say, these nations had none, but only ‘zupans’, elders, as
is the rule in the other Slavonic regions. Moreover, the majority of these
Slavs were not even baptized, and remained unbaptized for long enough. But
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in the time of Basil, the Christ-loving emperor, they sent diplomatic agents,
begging and praying him that those of them who were unbaptized might
receive baptism and that they might be, as they had originally been, subject
to the empire of the Romans; and that glorious emperor, of blessed memory,
gave ear to them and sent out an imperial agent and priests with him and
baptized all of them that were unbaptized of the aforesaid nations, and after
baptizing them he then appointed for them princes whom they themselves
approved and chose, from the family which they themselves loved and
favoured. And from that day to this their princes come from these same
families, and from no other. But the Pagani, who are called Arentani in
the Roman tongue, were left unbaptized, in an inaccessible and precipitous
part of the country. For ‘Pagani’ means ‘unbaptized’ in the Slavonic tongue.
But later, they too sent to the same glorious emperor and begged that they
too might be baptized, and he sent and baptized them too. And since, as
we said above, owing to the sloth and inexperience of those in power things
had gone the wrong way for the Romans, the inhabitants of the cities of
Dalmatia also had become independent, subject neither to the emperor
of the Romans nor to anybody else. But after some time, in the reign of
Basil the glorious and ever-memorable emperor, Saracens from Africa,
Soldan and Saba and Kalphus, came with 36 ships and reached Dalmatia
and took the city of Butova and the city of Rossa and the lower city of
Decatera. And they came also to the city of Ragusa and blockaded it fifteen
months. Then in their strait the Ragusans made a declaration to Basil, the
ever-memorable emperor of the Romans, saying this to him: «Have pity
on us and do not allow us to be destroyed by them that deny Christ.» The
emperor was moved with compassion and sent the patrician Nicetas, admiral
of the fleet, surnamed Ooryphas, with one hundred ships of war. When
the Saracens learnt of the arrival of the patrician admiral of the fleet with
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his squadron, they quitted the city of Ragusa and took to flight and crossed
over into Lombardy and laid siege to the city of Bari and took it. Then
Soldan built a palace there and was for forty years master of all Lombardy
as far as Rome. On this account, therefore, the emperor sent to Lewis, king
of Francia, and to the pope of Rome, asking their cooperation with the
army which he, the emperor, had sent. The king and the pope acceded to
the emperor’s request, and both of them came with a large force and joined
up with the army sent by the emperor and with the Croat and Serb and
Zachlumian chiefs and the Terbouniotes and Kanalites and the men of
Ragusa and all the cities of Dalmatia (for all these were present by imperial
mandate); and they crossed over into Lombardy, and laid siege to the
city of Bari and took it.

The Croats and the other chiefs of the Slavs were carried over into
Lombardy by the inhabitants of the city of Ragusa in their own vessels.
The city of Bari and the country and all the prisoners were taken by the
emperor of the Romans, but Soldan and the rest of the Saracens were taken
by Lewis, the king of Francia, who carried them off to the city of Capua
and the city of Beneventum. And no one saw Soldan laughing. And the king
said: «If anybody truly reports to me or shows me Soldan laughing, I will
give him much money.» Later, someone saw him laughing and reported it
to king Lewis. He summoned Soldan and asked him, how he had come to
laugh? And he said: «I saw a cart and the wheels on it turning round and
therefore 1 laughed because I too was once at the top and am now lowest
of all, but God may raise me up again.» And thereafter Lewis would summon
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him to his table and would eat with him. And the nobles of Capua and
Beneventum used to go to Soldan and ask him questions about the treatment
and care of cattle and other matters, because of his age and experience.
And Soldan, who was cunning and crooked, said to them: «I would like to say
a thing to you, but I fear to be betrayed by you to the king and I shall lose
my life.» But they swore to him, and he took heart and said to them: «The
king is minded to banish all of you to great Francia, and if you disbelieve
it, wait a little, and I will satisfy you.» And he went off and said to Lewis:
«The nobles of this place are evil, and you cannot be master of this country
unless you destroy the powerful men who oppose you; but do you bind the
first men of the city and send them off to your country, and then the rest
will be submissive to you, as you desire.» When he had won him to carrying
out his advice, and the king had instructed that chains of iron should be made
for their banishment, Soldan went off and said to the nobles: «Do you still not
believe that the king is sending you into banishment, and that all remem-
brance of you will vanish from among men? Yet, if you will be perfectly
satisfied, go and see what all the smiths are making by order of the king.
And if you do not find them making the chains and fetters, know that all
I have told you is lies; but if I speak truth, look to your safety and reward me
for my valuable and salutary advice to you.» The nobles obeyed the word
of Soldan, and when they had seen the chains and fetters, they were comple-
tely satisfied, and thereafter began to devise the destruction of king Lewis.
The king, in ignorance of all this, went out hunting. But when he came back,
his nobles had taken possession of the city and did not allow him to enter.
King Lewis, seeing himself thus opposed by the nobles, went back to his
own country. The nobles said to Soldan: «What, then, would you have us
do for you, in return for the salvation wrought for us by you?» And he
requested them to dismiss him to his own country, which they did, and he
went off to Africa, to his own country. But, mindful of his ancient malice,
he made an expedition and came with a force to Capua and to Beneventum,
to lay siege to and subdue them. The rulers of these cities sent envoys to
king Lewis in Francia, asking him to come and help them fight against
Soldan and the Africans. But king Lewis, when he heard of it, having learnt
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how Soldan had acted in persuading the nobles that, «the king purposes to
send you in chains to banishment in Francian, declared in answer to them:
«I repent my former conduct towards you, when I saved you from your
enemies, and you returned me evil for good; and as I was cast out by you,
now I rejoice at your destruction.» Then, having failed with king Lewis,
they sent envoys to the emperor of the Romans, asking that he should
give them aid and deliver them out of this danger. The emperor promised
to aid them. But when the diplomatic agent had left Constantinople on his
homeward way, bringing back to them who had sent him fair tidings of
the alliance with the emperor, he was still short of the city when he was
captured by the scouts of Soldan. For Soldan had obtained previous intel-
ligence of the sending of a mission of supplication to the emperor of the
Romans and had made efforts to capture their diplomatic agent, which
he did. From his captive he learnt of the service he had performed, and
that in a few days the succours of the emperor of the Romans would arrive.
So Soldan said to this same diplomatic agent: «If you do what I tell you,
you shall be awarded freedom and very great gifts; but if not, you shall
lose your life and your death shall be cruel.» The man promised to carry
out his orders, and Soldan said to him: «I order you to stand close to the
wall and to summon those who sent you and say to them: ‘For my part,
I have carried out the service laid upon me, and have importuned the
emperor of the Romans on your behalf; however, know that my journey
was vain, and that the emperor has altogether spurned the supplication
you made, and do not expect succour from the emperor’» When he had
promised to perform this gladly, they conducted him close to the city,
where, disregarding all that Soldan had said, neither fearing his threats
nor seduced by his promises, but setting the fear of God in his heart, he
communed thus with himself: «It is expedient that I alone should die, and
not by my word entrap and betray so many souls to their death.» So, when
he was near the wall and had summoned the nobles, he thus addressed
those who were in authority over that city: «I, my lords, have discharged
my office and will announce to you what was declared by the emperor
of the Romans; but I adjure you by the Son of God and the salvation
of all the city and of your very souls, to reward, instead of me, my children
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and her who is hoping to receive me back, my wife; for as you deal with
them, so shall your reward be from God, the just and righteous rewarder,
who shall judge the quick and the dead.» When he had so spoken, he fort-
ified them with these words: «For my part I shall be destroyed by Soldan
and the threat of death is upon me; but do you stand fast and be not faint-
hearted, but endure a little while, and in a few days shall arrive the salva-
tion which has been sent to you by the emperor of the Romansy. When
he had so spoken, the servants of Soldan who had charge of him, hearing
his unexpected message, gnashed with their teeth upon him, and each
outran the other to be the author of his murder. But after he was made
away by them, Soldan, dreading the powers of the emperor that were coming
upon him, withdrew to his own country. And from that time until this day
the men of Capua and the men of Beneventum have been under the authority
of the Romans in perfect servitude and subjection, for that great benefit
which was done to them.

The city of Ragusa is not called Ragusa in the tongue of the Romans
but, because it stands on cliffs, it is called in Roman speech ‘the cliff, lau’;
whence they are called ‘Lausaiol’, i. e. ‘those who have their seat on the
cliff’. But vulgar usage, which frequently corrupts names by altering their
letters, has changed the denomination and called them Rausaioi. These
same Rausaioi used of old to possess the city that is called Pitaura; and
since, when the other cities were captured by the Slavs that were in the
province, this city too was captured, and some were slaughtered and others
taken prisoner, those who were able to escape and reach safety settled in
the almost precipitous spot where the city now is; they built it small to
begin with, and afterwards enlarged it, and later still extended its wall
until the city reached s present size, owing to their gradual spreading out
and increase in population. Among those who migrated to Ragusa are:
Gregory, Arsaphius, Victorinus, Vitalius, Valentine the archdeacon, Valentine
the father of Stephen the protospatharius. From their migration from
Salona to Ragusa, it is 500 years till this day, which is the 7th indiction,
the year 6457. In this same city lies St. Pancratius, in the church of St.
Stephen, which is in the middle of this same city.

206 oxlyov Ba Be: dalywv P || 207 ¢fdost edd. #pyetow Theoph. Cont. ||
208 olxeiot: Hrnpétow Theoph. Cont. || 211 adtod opayhic edd. || yéyovev: vyéveiev
Vedd | 212 xatepyopévyv: fpyxopévry edd. || 217 ‘Poobon P || 218 post
Myetow add. 8¢ Be || 219 2ob: Awol Migne || 8% om. Be || 222 ‘Puoucolo
P || 223 Iiravpa: *Entdavpov coni. Bandurius || 226 8¢ secl. Jenkins || 229 &
#pewv: § Eyer Me & ¥ewv Ba Be  (tob) &Y ¥#yewv coni. Bekker Tob
Eyerv {10 péyeBog & dptiwg Exed coms. Bury || 232 Buwrtwpivos P ||
BaAevtivoc? Bandurius Be: Bavevtivog P mg. P || 233/4 pevobojooav P || 234 o
om. edd. || ¢’: v coni. Mikoczi Sifié x' coni. Labuda | ivdmiévog edd. ||
§': eR86pne edd. || 235 76 adtdh V edd.: 1o odd P ||



136
29

"0t 700’ Acmarddov xdotpov, Emep ‘TakdTiov wixpdy’ EpunvedeTar,
6 Baocueds AvoxdnTiavds Tolto Exticev: elyev 8¢ adtd ¢ Ldiov olxov,
»al adANv olxodouncug Evdodev xal mardtia, € &Hv Ta TAslove xaTeAGI -
oav. Loleton 3¢ péypr Tob viv Srtya, € &v T 1O émioxoneiov To(240
*aoTpov xal & vadg Tob &ylov Aduvou, &v & xardxertar 6 adrdg dyrog

PAéy.vog, 8mep Hv xortow o0 adTod Pacirémg AroxAvtiavel. “Yroxdrto
787

138Be 3¢ adrol drdpyouoty elmuatinal xapdpot, abtives | dmipyov | uiaxai,

év alg Tobg map’ adrob Bacavilopévoug dyloug Evaméxdeev dmmvéd.
*Amtbuettan 8¢ &v adTd 16 xdotpe xal 6 &yrog *Avactdeiog. 245
‘Ot 10 Tetyog Tob TotolTou xdcTpouv olte dmd Pyoodiwy Eotlv

Exmiopévov, obte dmd EyyopTyov, &N’ dmd Adwv tetpamedixwy, Exbvrwy
elg ufixog v dpyuldg WLdc, ToOANAxig xal &va o, ol TO WAkTOg dva
dpyuidic uidc, oftvég elotv ouvnpuosuévor xal auvdedepévor elg drMroug
petd o1dNpwv &v porbBde Eyyuhwouévev. “Totavrar 8¢ elg T0 TotolTov250
x&kotpov xal xloveg muxvol, Exovrec Emdve xoounrag, &v olg Eueldev
0 adroc Pacthed Awxhntiavog eldnuatiedg Eyelpat xapdpxg, xol

7P oxendour 16 xdotpov Bhov, xal woif|owr T& wahdTix adrod xai mdvra
T® olxAuATE TOb XEoTPOL Emdve TV eldnudrtwy éxetvwv Sidpopa xal
Tolpopa, &ote xal OAlyov éx Tob odtod xdatpou éoxémacev. Tol 3&255
TolobTOV XdGTPoL TO Telyoc obre mepimatov Exet, olite mpopayBiva,
ahh& tolyoug wévoug HYmAode xal ToEinag puTAYWYOLE.

"Ort 76 xaotpov 16 Terpayyobpiv viotov Eativ pixpdv &v o5 Jaddoay,

Exov xal Tpaymhov Ewg TH¢ YHG oTevatatov dtxmv yepuplov, &v &
Siépyovrar ol xatouxolvreg sig 16 adrd xdotpov. Terpayyodplv 2 xaAet-260
Tot S TO elvor adTd pinpdy Sixnv dyyoupiov. *Ev 8¢ 16 adrd xdetpe
&méxertor 6 &ytog bptug Aavpévriog, 6 &pydidxwy.

139Be “Ott 70 xdotpov T6v Aexatépwv Epunvederar 1 ‘Popaiwv

T9VP SuMéxtey ‘Sotevwpévov xol memviypévov’, bt elofpyetar § SdAncou
demep YAGoow EoTevepévn uéxpl Tév e’ () xal ¥ piklev, xal elg T T7)¢265
Souddoong oupmApwud Eotv 6 xdatpov. "Exet 8¢ 10 Toobrov xdatpov
woxhe adtob 8pv GYmAR, dote pdve T& xadoxatpley PAémewv TOV Hhtov
Sk 0 pecovpavelv, T@ 8¢ xepwdvi oddaudc. *Ev 3¢ 1§ adrd ndotpe
xelror 6 dywog Tpbpwv dxéparog mioav vésov idpevog, pdiiota Tolg
Omd mveupdTov dxaddprwv Tupavvoupévous 6 3E vadg adtol Egriv270
etAnuartinde.

‘Ot 10 xdorpov t@v Awddpwv xoheitar 1) ‘Popaionv Steréxte

po’, bmep Epuyvedetar “dmdptt frov'r Snhovétt 8te %) Py Exticdy,

L 4 Fi4

L
137}

V237 1ob: 16 Be <t8) 7ob Bury | 243 Aupamal P elpoarical
Meursius Ba Be | 245 post 8¢ add. xol edd. || adt$p V edd.: adto P ||



137
29

The city of Spalato, which means ‘little palace’, was founded by the
emperor Diocletian; he made it his own dwelling-place, and built within
it a court and a palace, most part of which has been destroyed. But a few
things remain to this day, e. g. the episcopal residence of the city and the
church of St. Domnus, in which lies St. Domnus himself, and which was
the resting-place of the same emperor Diocletian. Beneath it are arching
vaults, which used to be prisons, in which he cruelly confined the saints
whom he tormented. St. Anastasius also lies in this city.

The defence-wall of this city i3 constructed neither of bricks nor of
concrete, but of ashlar blocks, one and often two fathoms in length by a
fathom across, and these are fitted and joined to one another by iron cramps
puddled into molten lead. In this city also stand close rows of columns,
with entablatures above, on which this same emperor Diocletian proposed
to erect arching vaults and to cover over the city throughout, and to build
his palace and all the living-quarters of the city on the top of those vaults,
to a height of two and three stories, so that they covered little ground-space
in the same city. The defence-wall of this city has neither rampart nor
bulwarks, but only lofty walls and arrow-slits.

The city of Tetrangourin is a little island in the sea, with a very narrow
neck reaching to the land like a bridge, along which the inhabitants pass
to the same city; and it is called Tetrangourin because it is long-shaped like
a cucumber. In this same city lies the holy martyr Lawrence the
archdeacon.

The city of Decatera means in the language of the Romans ‘contracted
and strangled’, because the sea enters like a contracted tongue for 15 or 20
miles, and the city is on this marine appendix. This city has high mountains
in a circle about it, so that the sun can be seen only in summer, because
it is then in mid-heaven, and in winter it cannot be seen at all. In the same
city lies St. Tryphon entire, who heals every disease, especially those who
are tormented by uneclean spirits; his church is domed.

The city of Diadora is called in the language of the Romans ‘lam era’,
which means, ‘it was already’: that is to say, when Rome was founded,
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this city had already been founded before it; it is a big city. Vulgar usage
gives it the name Diadora. In the same city lies in the flesh St. Anastasia,
the virgin, daughter of Eustathius, who was on the throne at that time;
and St. Chrysogonus, monk and martyr, and his holy chain. The church of
St. Anastasia is a basilica like the church of the Chalcopratia, with green and
white columns, and all decorated with encaustic pictures in the antique
style; its floor 18 of wonderful mosaic. Near it is another church, a domed
one, Holy Trinity, and above this church again is another chureh,
like a trifortum, domed also, into which they mount by a spiral
staircase.

Under the control of Dalmatia is a close-set and very numerous archi-
pelago, extending as far as Beneventum, so that ships never fear to be
overwhelmed in those parts. One of these islands is the city of Vekla, and
on another island Arbe, and on another island Opsara, and on another
island Lumbricaton, and these are still inhabited. The rest are uninhabited
and have upon them deserted cities, of which the names are as follows:
Katautrebeno, Pizouch, Selbo, Skerda, Aloép, Skirdakissa, Pyrotima, Meleta,
Estiounez, and very many others of which the names are not intelligible.
The remaining cities, on the mainland of the province, which were captured
by the said Slavs, now stand uninhabited and deserted, and nobody lives
in them.

30. Story of the province of Dalmatia.

If knowledge be a good thing for all, then we too are approaching it
by arriving at the knowledge of events. For this reason we are giving, for
the benefit of all who come after us, a plain account both of these matters
and of certain others worthy of attention, so that the resulting good may
be twofold.

They, then, who are inquiring into the taking of Dalmatia also, how
it was taken by the nations of the Slavs, may learn of it from what follows;
but first of all its geographical position must be told. In olden times, there-
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fore, Dalmatia used to start at the confines of Dyrrachium, or Antibari,
and used to extend as far as the mountains of Istria, and spread out as far
as the river Danube. All this area was under the rule of the Romans, and
this province was the most illustrious of all the provinces of the west;
however, it was taken by the nations of the Slavs in the following manner.
Near Spalato is a city called Salona, built by the emperor Diocletian; Spalato
itself was algo built by Diocletian, and his palace was there, but at Salona
dwelt his nobles and large numbers of the common folk. This city was the
head of all Dalmatia. Now, every year a force of cavalry from the other
cities of Dalmatia used to collect at, and be despatched from Salona, to the
number of a thousand, and they would keep guard on the river Danube,
on account of the Avars. For the Avars had their haunts on the far side
of the river Danube, where now are the Turks, and led a nomad life. The
men of Dalmatia who went there every year would often see the beasts
and men on the far side of the river. On one occasion, therefore, they decided
to cross over and investigate who they were that had their abode there.
So they crossed, and found only the women and children of the Avars, the
men and youths being on a military expedition. Falling suddenly upon
them, therefore, they made them prisoner, and returned unmolested, car-
rying off this booty to Salona. Now when the Avars came back from their
military expedition and learnt from their losses what had happened, they
were confounded, but know not from what quarter this blow had come
upon them. They therefore decided to bide their time and in this
way to discover the whole. And so, when according to custom the
garrison was once more dispatched from Salona, not the same men as before
but others, they too decided to do what their predecessors had done. So
they crossed over against them, but finding them massed together, not
scattered abroad as on the previous occasion, not merely did they achieve
nothing but actually suffered the most frightful reverse. For some of them
were slain, and the remainder taken alive, and not one escaped the hand
of the enemy. The latter examined them as to who they were and whence
they came, and having learnt that it was from them that they had suffered
the blow aforesaid, and having moreover found out by enquiry the nature
of their homeland and taken a fancy to it as far as they might from hearsay,
they held the survivors captive and dressed themselves up in their clothes,
just as the others had worn them, and then, mounting the horses and taking
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in their hands the standards and the rest of the insignia which the others
had brought with them, they all started off in military array and made
for Salona. And since they had learnt by enquiry also the time at which
the garrison was wont to return from the Danube (which was the Great
and Holy Saturday), they themselves arrived on that same day. When
they got near, the bulk of the army was placed in concealment, but up to
a thousand of them, those who, to play the trick, had acquired the horses
and uniforms of the Dalmatians, rode out in front. Those in the city, recogni-
zing their insignia and dress, and also the day, for upon this day it was
customary for them to return, opened the gates and received them with
delight. But they, as soon as they were inside, seized the gates and, signal-
ling their exploit to the army, gave it the cue to run in and enter with them.
And so they put to the sword all in the city and thereafter made them-
selves masters of all the country of Dalmatia and settled down in it. Only
the townships on the coast held out against them, and continued to be in
the hands of the Romans, because they obtained their livelihood from the
sea. The Avars, then, seeing this land to be most fair, settled down in it.
But the Croats at that time were dwelling beyond Bavaria, where the Belo-
croats are now. From them split off a family of five brothers, Kloukas and
Lobelos and Kosentzis and Mouchlo and Chrobatos, and two sisters, Touga
and Bouga, who came with their folk to Dalmatia and found the Avars in
possession of that land. After they had fought one another for some years,
the Croats prevailed and killed some of the Avars and the remainder they
compelled to be subject to them. And so from that time this land was pos-
sessed by the Croats, and there are still in Croatia some who are of Avar
descent and are recognized as Avars. The rest of the Croats stayed over
against Francia, and are now called Belocroats, that is, white Croats, and
have their own prince; they are subject to Otto, the great king of Francia,
or Saxony, and are unbaptized, and intermarry and are friendly with the
Turks. From the Croats who came to Dalmatia a part split off and possessed
themselves of Illyricum and Pannonia; they too had an independent prince,
who used to maintain friendly contact, though through envoys only, with
the prince of Croatia. For a number of years the Croats of Dalmatia also
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were subject to the Franks, as they had formerly been in their own country;
but the Franks treated them with such brutality that they used to murder
Croat infants at the breast and cast them to the dogs. The Croats, unable
to endure such treatment from the Franks, revolted from them, and slew
those of them whom they had for princes. On this, a large army from Francia
marched against them, and after they had fought one another for seven
years, at last the Croats managed to prevail and destroyed all the Franks
with their leader, who was called Kotzilis. From that time they remained
independent and autonomous, and they requested the holy baptism from
the bishop of Rome, and bishops were sent who baptized them in the time
of Porinos their prince. Their country was divided into 11 ‘zupanias’,
viz., Chlebiana, Tzenzina, Imota, Pleba, Pesenta, Parathalassia, Breberi,
Nona, Tnina, Sidraga, Nina; and their ban possesses Kribasa, Litza and
Goutziska. Now, the said Croatia and the rest of the Slavonic regions are
situated thus: Diocleia is neighbour to the forts of Dyrrachium, I mean,
to Elissus and to Helcynium and Antibari, and comes up as far as Decatera,
and on the side of the mountain country it is neighbour to Serbia. From
the city of Decatera begins the domain of Terbounia and stretches along
as far as Ragusa, and on the side of its mountain country it is neighbour
to Serbia. From Ragusa begins the domain of the Zachlumi and stretches
along as far as the river Orontius; and on the side of the coast it is neigh-
bour to the Pagani, but on the side of the mountain country it is neighbour
to the Croats on the north and to Serbia at the front. From the river Orontius
begins Pagania and stretches along as far as the river Zentina; it has three
‘zupanias’, Rhastotza and Mokros and that of Dalen. Two of these ‘zupanias’,
viz., Rhastotza and that of Mokros, lie on the sea, and possess galleys; but
that of Dalenos lies distant from the sea, and they live by agriculture. Neigh-
bour to them are four islands, Meleta, Kourkoura, Bratza and Pharos, most
fair and fertile, with deserted cities upon them and many olive-yards; on
these they dwell and keep their flocks, from which they live. From the
river Zentina begins the country of Croatia and stretches along, on the
side of the coast as far as the frontiers of Istria, that is, to the city of Albu-
num, and on the side of the mountain country it encroaches some way upon
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the province of Istria, and at Tzentina and Chlebena becomes neighbour
to the country of Serbia. For the country of Serbia is at the front of all the
rest of the countries, but on the north is neighbour to Croatia, and on the
south to Bulgaria. Now, after the said Slavs had settled down, they took
possession of all the surrounding territory of Dalmatia; but the cities of
the Romani took to cultivating the islands and living off them; since, how-
ever, they were daily enslaved and destroyed by the Pagani, they deserted
these islands and resolved to cultivate the mainland. But they were stopped
by the Croats; for they were not yet tributary to the Croats, and used
to pay to the military governor all that they now pay to the Slavs. Finding
it impossible to live, they approached the glorious emperor Basil and told
him all the above. And so that glorious emperor Basil ordered that all that
was then paid to the military governor they should pay to the Slavs, and
live at peace with them, and that some slight payment should be made
to the military governor, as a simple token of submission and servitude to
the emperors of the Romans and their military governor. And from that
time all these cities became tributary to the Slavs, and they pay them fixed
sums: the city of Spalato, 200 nomismata; the city of Tetrangourin, 100
nomismata; the city of Diadora, 110 nomismata; the city of Opsara, 100
nomismata; the city of Arbe, 100 nomismata, the city of Vekla, 100 nomas-
mata; so that the total amounts to 710 nomismata, exclusive of wine and
various other commodities, which are in excess of the payments in cash.
The city of Ragusa is situated between the two countries of the Zachlumi
and of Terbounia; they have their vineyards in both countries, and pay to
the prince of the Zachlumi 36 nomismata, and to the prince of Terbounia
36 nomismata.

31, Of the Croats and of the country they now
dwell in.

The Croats who now live in the region of Dalmatia are descended from
the unbaptized Croats, also called ‘white’, who live beyond Turkey and
next to Francia, and have for Slav neighbours the unbaptized Serbs. ‘Croats’
in the Slav tongue means ‘those who occupy much territory’. These same
Croats arrived to claim the protection of the emperor of the Romans Heraclius
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before the Serbs claimed the protection of the same emperor Heraclius,
at that time when the Avars had fought and expelled from those parts the
Romani whom the emperor Diocletian had brought from Rome and settled
there, and who were therefore called ‘Romani’ from their having been
translated from Rome to those countries, I mean, to those now called
Croatia and Serbia. These same Romani having been expelled by the Avars
in the days of this same emperor of the Romans Heraclius, their countries
were made desolate. And so, by command of the emperor Heraclius these
same Croats defeated and expelled the Avars from those parts, and by
mandate of Heraclius the emperor they settled down in that same country
of the Avars, where they now dwell. These same Croats had at that time
for prince the father of Porgas. The emperor Heraclius sent and brought
priests from Rome, and made of them an archbishop and a bishop and
elders and deacons, and baptized the Croats; and at that time these Croats
had Porgas for their prince.

This country in which the Croats settled themselves was originally
under the dominion of the emperor of the Romans, and hence in the country
of these same Croats the palace and hippodromes of the emperor Diocletian
are still preserved, at the city of Salona, near the city of Spalato.

These baptized Croats will not fight foreign countries outside the
borders of their own; for they received a kind of oracular response and
injunction from the pope of Rome who in the time of Heraclius, emperor of
the Romans, sent priests and baptized them. For after their baptism the
Croats made a covenant, confirmed with their own hands and by oaths
sure and binding in the name of St. Peter the apostle, that never would
they go upon a foreign country and make war on it, but rather would live
at peace with all who were willing to do so; and they received from the
same pope of Rome a benediction to this effect, that if any other foreigners
should come against the country of these same Croats and bring war upon
it, then might God fight for the Croats and protect them, and Peter the
disciple of Christ give them victories. And many years after, in the days
of prince Terpimer, father of prince Krasimer, there came from Fran-
cia that lies between Croatia and Venice a man called Martin, of the
utmost piety though clad in the garb of a layman, whom these same Croats
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declare to have wrought abundant miracles; this pious man, who was sick
and had had his feet amputated, so that he was carried by four bearers and
taken about wherever he wanted to go, confirmed upon these same Croats
this injunction of the most holy pope, that they should keep it so long as
their life should last; and he himself also pronounced on their behalf a bene-
diction similar to that which the pope had made. For this reason neither
the galleys nor the cutters of these Croats ever go against anyone to
make war, unless of course he has come upon them. But in these vessels
go those of the Croats who wish to engage in commerce, travelling round
from city to city, in Pagania and the gulf of Dalmatia and as far as Venice.

The prince of Croatia has from the beginning, that is, ever since the
reign of Heraclius the emperor, been in servitude and submission to the
emperor of the Romans, and was never made subject to the prince of
Bulgaria. Nor has the Bulgarian ever gone to war with the Croats, except
when Michael Boris, prince of Bulgaria, went and fought them and, unable
to make any headway, concluded peace with them, and made presents
to the Croats and received presents from the Croats. But never yet have
these Croats paid tribute to the Bulgarians, although the two have often
made presents to one another in the way of friendship.

In baptized Croatia are the inhabited cities of Nona, Belgrade, Belitzin,
Skordona, Chlebena, Stolpon, Tenin, Kori, Klaboka.

Baptized Croatia musters as many as 60 thousand horse and 100
thousand foot, and galleys up to 80 and cutters up to 100. The galleys carry
40 men each, the cutters 20 each, and the smaller cutters 10 each.

This great power and multitude of men Croatia possessed until the
time of prince Krasimer. But when he was dead and his son Miroslav, after
ruling four years, was made away with by the ban Pribounias, and quarrels
and numerous dissensions broke out in the country, the horse and foot
and galleys and cutters of the Croat dominion were diminished. And now
it has 30 galleys and #x% cutters, large and small, and *%x horse
and ##x foot.
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Great Croatia, also called ‘white’, is still unbaptized to this day, as
are also the Serbs who are its neighbours. They muster fewer horse and
fewer foot than does baptized Croatia, because they are more constantly
plundered, by the Franks and Turks and Pechenegs. Nor have they either
galleys or cutters or merchant-ships, for the sea is far away; for from
those parts to the sea it is a journey of 30 days. And the sea to which they
come down after the 30 days is that which is called ‘dark’.

32. Of the Serbs and of the country they now
dwell in.

The Serbs are descended from the unbaptized Serbs, also called ‘white’,
who live beyond Turkey in a place called by them Boiki, where their neigh-
bour is Francia, as is also Great Croatia, the unbaptized, also called ‘white’;
in this place, then, these Serbs also originally dwelt. But when two brothers
succeeded their father in the rule of Serbia, one of them, taking one half
of the folk, claimed the protection of Heraclius, the emperor of the Romans,
and the same emperor Heraclius received him and gave him a place in the
province of Thessalonica to settle in, namely Serbia, which from that time
has acquired this denomination. ‘Serbs’ in the tongue of the Romans
is the word for ‘slaves’, whence the colloquial ‘serbula’ for menial shoes,
and ‘tzerboulianoi’ for those who wear cheap, shoddy footgear. This name
the Serbs acquired from their being slaves of the emperor of the Romans.
Now, after some time these same Serbs decided to depart to their own
homes, and the emperor sent them off. But when they had crossed the river
Danube, they changed their minds and sent a request to the emperor Hera-
clius, through the military governor then holding Belgrade, that he would
grant them other land to settle in. And since what is now Serbia and Pagania
and the so-called country of the Zachlumi and Terbounia and the country
of the Kanalites were under the dominion of the emperor of the Romans,
and since these countries had been made desolate by the Avars (for they
had expelled from those parts the Romani who now live in Dalmatia and
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Dyrrachium), therefore the emperor settled these same Serbs in these
countries, and they were subject to the emperor of the Romans; and the
emperor brought elders from Rome and baptized them and taught them
fairly to perform the works of piety and expounded to them the faith of the
Christians. And since Bulgaria was beneath the dominion of the Romans
xx% when, therefore, that same Serbian prince died who had claimed the
emperor’s protection, his son ruled in succession, and thereafter his grandson,
and in like manner the succeeding princes from his family. And after some
years was begotten of them Boiseslav, and of him Rodoslav, and of him
Prosigois, and of him Blastimer; and up to the time of this Blastimer the
Bulgarians lived at peace with the Serbs, whose neighbours they were and
with whom they had a common frontier, and they were friendly one toward
another, and were in servitude and submission to the emperors of the Ro-
mans and kindly entreated by them. But, during the rule of this same
Blastimer, Presiam, prince of Bulgaria, came with war against the Serbs,
with intent to reduce them to submission; but though he fought them three
years he not merely achieved nothing but also lost very many of his men.
After the death of prince Blastimer his three sons, Muntimer and Stroimer
and Goinikos, succeeded to the rule of Serbia and divided up the country.
In their time came up the prince of Bulgaria, Michael Boris, wishing to avenge
the defeat of his father Presiam, and made war, and the Serbs discomfited
him to such an extent that they even held prisoner his son Vladimer,
together with twelve great boyars. Then, out of grief for his son, Boris
perforce made peace with the Serbs. But, being about to return to Bulgaria
and afraid lest the Serbs might ambush him on the way, he begged for his
escort the sons of prince Muntimer, Borenas and Stephen, who escorted him
safely as far as the frontier at Rasi. For this favour Michael Boris gave
them handsome presents, and they in return gave him, as presents in the
way of friendship, two slaves, two falcons, two dogs and eighty furs, which
the Bulgarians describe as tribute. A short while after, the same three
brothers, the princes of Serbia, fell out, and one of them, Muntimer, gained
the upper hand and, wishing to be sole ruler, seized the other two and
handed them over to Bulgaria, keeping by him and caring for only the son
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of the one brother Goinikos, Peter by name, who fled and came to Croatia,
and of whom we shall speak in a moment. The aforesaid brother Stroimer,
who was in Bulgaria, had a son Klonimer, to whom Boris gave a Bulgarian
wife. Of him was begotten Tzeéslav, in Bulgaria. Muntimer, who had expel-
led his two brothers and taken the rule, begat three sons, Pribeslav and
Branos and Stephen, and after he died his eldest son Pribeslav succeeded
bhim. Now, after one year the aforesaid Peter, son of Goinikos, came out
of Croatia and expelled from the rule his cousin Pribeslav and his two bro-
thers, and himself succeeded to the rule, and they fled away and entered
Croatia. Three years later Branos came to fight Peter and was defeated
and captured by him, and blinded. Two years after that, Klonimer, the
father of Tzeéslav, escaped from Bulgaria and he too came and with an army
entered one of the cities of Serbia, Dostinika, with intent to take over
the rule. Peter attacked and slew him, and continued to govern for another 20
years, and his rule began during the reign of Leo, the holy emperor, of most
blessed memory, to whom he was in submission and servitude. He also made
peace with Symeon, prince of Bulgaria, and even made him god-father
to his child. Now, after the time that this lord Leo had reigned, the then
military governor at Dyrrachium, the protospatharius Leo Rhabduchus,
who was afterwards honoured with the rank of magister and office of foreign
minister, arrived in Pagania, which was at that time under the control of the
prince of Serbia, in order to advise and confer with this same prince Peter
upon some service and affair. Michael, prince of the Zachlumi, his jealousy
aroused by this, sent information to Symeon, prince of Bulgaria, that the
emperor of the Romans was bribing prince Peter to take the Turks with
him and go upon Bulgaria. It was at that time when the battle of Achelo
had taken place between the Romans and the Bulgarians. Symeon, mad
with rage at this, sent against prince Peter of Serbia Sigritzis Theodore and
the late Marmais with an army, and they took with them also the young
prince Paul, son of Branos whom Peter, prince of Serbia, had blinded.
The Bulgarians proceeded against the prince of Serbia by treachery, and,
by binding him with the relationship of god-father and giving a sworn
undertaking that he should suffer nothing untoward at their hands, they
tricked him into coming out to them, and then on the instant bound him
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and carried him off to Bulgaria, and he died in prison. Paul, son of Branos,
took his place and governed three years. The emperor, the lord Romanus,
who had in Constantinople the young prince Zacharias, son of Pribes-
lav, prince of Serbia, sent him off to be prince in Serbia, and he went and
fought, but was defeated by Paul; who took him prisoner and handed
him over to the Bulgarians and he was kept in prison. Then, three years
later, when Paul had put himself in opposition to the Bulgarians, they sent
this Zacharias, who had previously been sent by the lord Romanus the
emperor, and he expelled Paul and himself took possession of the rule over
the Serbs; and thereupon, being mindful of the benefits of the emperor
of the Romans, he broke with the Bulgarians, being not at all wishful to
be subjected to them, but rather that the emperor of the Romans should
be his master. And so, when Symeon sent against him an army under Mar-
maim and Sigritzis Theodore, he sent their heads and their armour from
the battle to the emperor of the Romans as tokens of his victory (for the
war was still going on between the Romans and the Bulgarians); nor did
he ever cease, like the princes also that were before him, to send missions
to the emperors of the Romans, and to be in subjection and servitude
to them. Again, Symeon sent another army against prince Zacharias,
under Kninos and Himnikos and Itzboklias, and together with them he
sent also Tzeéslav. Then Zacharias took fright and fled to Croatia, and
the Bulgarians sent a message to the ‘zupans’ that they should come to
them and should receive Tzeéslav for their prince; and, having tricked
them by an oath and brought them out as far as the first village, they in-
stantly bound them, and entered Serbia and took away with them the entire
folk, both old and young, and carried them into Bulgaria, though a few
escaped away and entered Croatia; and the country was left deserted.
Now, at that time these same Bulgarians under Alogobotour entered Croatia
to make war, and there they were all slain by the Croats. Seven years after-
wards Tzeéslav escaped from the Bulgarians with four others, and entered
Serbia from Preslav, and found in the country no more than fifty men only,
without wives or children, who supported themselves by hunting. With
these he took possession of the country and sent a message to the emperor
of the Romans asking for his support and succour, and promising to serve
him and be obedient to his command, as had been the princes before him.
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And thenceforward the emperor of the Romans continually benefited him,
so that the Serbs living in Croatia and Bulgaria and the rest of the countries,
whom Symeon had scattered, rallied to him when they heard of it. Moreover,
many had escaped from Bulgaria and entered Constantinople, and these
the emperor of the Romans clad and comforted and sent to Tzeéslav. And
from the rich gifts of the emperor of the Romans he organized and populated
the country, and is, as before, in servitude and subjection to the emperor
of the Romans; and through the co-operation and many benefits of the
emperor he has united this country and is confirmed in the rule of it.

The prince of Serbia has from the beginning, that is, ever since the
reign of Heraclius the emperor, been in servitude and submission to the
emperor of the Romans, and was never subject to the prince of Bulgaria.

In baptized Serbia are the inhabited cities of Destinikon, Tzernabouskei,
Megyretous, Dresneik, Lesnik, Salines; and in the territory of Bosona,
Katera and Desnik.

33. Of the Zachlumi and of the country they now
dwell in.

The country of the Zachlumi was previously possessed by the Romans,
I mean, by those Romani whom Diocletian the emperor translated from
Rome, as has been told of them in the story of the Croats. This land of the
Zachlumi was bepeath the emperor of the Romans, but when it and its
folk were enslaved by the Avars, it was rendered wholly desolate. Those who
live there now, the Zachlumi, are Serbs from the time of that prince who
claimed the protection of the emperor Heraclius. They were called Zach-
lumi from a so-called mount Chlumos, and indeed in the tongue of the
Slavs ‘Zachlumi’ means ‘behind the mountain’, since in that territory is
a great mountain with two cities on the top of it, Bona and Chlum, and
behind this mountain runs a river called Bona, which means ‘good’.

The family of the proconsul and patrician Michael, son of Bouse-
boutzis, prince of the Zachlumi, came from the unbaptized who dwell on
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the river Visla and are called Litziki; and it settled on the river called
Zachluma.
In the territory of the Zachlumi are the inhabited cities of Stagnon,
Mokriskik, Iosli, Galoumainik, Dobriskik.

34. Of the Terbouniotes and Kanalites and of the
country they now dwell in.

The country of the Terbouniotes and the Kanalites is one. The inhabi-
tants are descended from the unbaptized Serbs, from the time of that prince
who came out of unbaptized Serbia and claimed the protection of the emperor
Heraclius until the time of Blastimer, prince of Serbia. This prince Blastimer
married his daughter to Krainas, son of Belaés, ‘zupan’ of Terbounia. And,
desiring to ennoble his son-in-law, he gave him the title of prince and made
him independent. Of him was begotten Phalimer, and of him Tzouzimer. The
princes of Terbounia have always been at the command of the prince of
Serbia. Terbounia in the tongue of the Slavs means ‘strong place’; for this
country has many strong defences.

Subordinate to this country of Terbounia is another country called
Kanali. Kanali means in the tongue of the Slavs ‘waggon-load’, because,
the place being level, they carry on all their labours by the use of waggons.

In the territory of Terbounia and Kanali are the inhabited cities of
Terbounia, Ormos, Rhisena, Loukabetai, Zetlibi.

36. Of the Diocletians and of the country they now
dwell in.

The country of Diocleia was also previously possessed by the Romani
whom the emperor Diocletian translated from Rome, as has been said in
the story about the Croats, and was under the emperor of the Romans.
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But this country also was enslaved by the Avars and made desolate, and
repopulated in the time of Heraclius the emperor, just as were Croatia and
Serbia and the country of the Zachlumi and Terbounia and the country
of Kanali. Diocleia gets its name from the city in this country that the
emperor Diocletian founded, but now it is a deserted city, though still
called Diocleia.

In the country of Diocleia are the large inhabited cities of Gradetai,
Nougrade, Lontodokla.

36. Of the Pagani, also called Arentani and of the
country they now dwell in.

The country in which the Pagani now dwell was also previously pos-
sessed by the Romani whom the emperor Diocletian translated from Rome
and settled in Dalmatia. These same Pagani are descended from the un-
baptized Serbs, of the time of that prince who claimed the protection of
the emperor Heraclius. This country also was enslaved by the Avars and
made desolate and repopulated in the time of Heraclius the emperor. The
Pagani are so called because they did not accept baptism at the time when
all the Serbs were baptized. For ‘Pagani’ in the tongue of the Slavs means
‘unbaptized’, but in the tongue of the Romans their country is called Arenta,
and so they themselves are called Arentani by these same Romans.

In Pagania are the inhabited cities of Mokron, Beroullia, Ostrok and
Slavinetza. Also, they possess these islands: the large island of Kourkra,
or Kiker, on which there is a city; another large island, Meleta, or Malo-
zeatal, which St. Luke mentions in the ‘Acts of the Apostles’ by the name
of Melite, in which a viper fastened upon St. Paul by his finger, and St.
Paul burnt it up in the fire; another large island, Phara; another large
island, Bratzis. There are other islands not in the possession of these same
Pagani: the island of Choara, the island of I&s, the island of Lastobon.
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37. Of the nation of the Pechenegs.

Originally, the Pechenegs had their dwelling on the river Atil,
and likewise on the river Geich, having common frontiers with the Chazars
and the so-called Uzes. But fifty years ago the so-called Uzes made common
cause with the Chazars and joined battle with the Pechenegs and prevailed
over them and expelled them from their country, which the so-called
Uzes have occupied till this day. The Pechenegs fled and wandered round,
casting about for a place for their settlement; and when they reached the
land which they now possess and found the Turks living in it, they defeated
them in battle and expelled and cast them out, and settled in it, and have
been masters of this country, as has been said, for fifty-five years to this day.

The whole of Patzinacia is divided into eight provinces with the same
number of great princes. The provinces are these: the name of the first
province i8 Irtim; of the second, Tzour; of the third, Gyla; of the fourth,
Koulpei; of the fifth, Charaboi; of the sixth, Talmat; of the seventh, Chopon;
of the eighth, Tzopon. At the time at which the Pechenegs were expelled
from their country, their princes were, in the province of Irtim, Baitzas;
in Tzour, Kouel; in Gyla, Kourkoutai; in Koulpei, Ipaos; in Charaboi,
Kaidoum; in the province of Talmat, Kostas; in Chopon, Giazis; in the
province of Tzopon, Batas. After their deaths their cousins succeeded to
their rule. For law and ancient principle have prevailed among them, depri-
ving them of authority to transmit their ranks to their sons or their brothers,
it being sufficient for those in power to rule for their own life-time only, and
when they die, either their cousin or sons of their cousins must be appointed,
go that the rank may not run exclusively in one branch of the family, but
the collaterals also inherit and succeed to the honour; but no one from a
stranger family intrudes and becomes a prince. The eight provinces are
divided into forty districts, and these have minor princelings over them.
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Four clans of the Pechenegs, that is to say, the province of Kouartz-
itzour and the province of Syroukalpei and the province of Borotalmat and
the province of Boulatzopon, lie beyond the Dnieper river towards the
eastern and northern parts that face Uzia and Chazaria and Alania and
Cherson and the rest of the Regions. The other four clans lie on this side of
the Dnieper river, towards the western and northern parts, that is to say
that the province of Giazichopon is neighbour to Bulgaria, the province of
Kato Gyla is neighbour to Turkey, the province of Charaboi is neighbour
to Russia, and the province of Iabdiertim is neighbour to the tributary
territories of the country of Russia, to the Oultines and Dervlenines and
Lenzenines and the rest of the Slavs. Patzinacia is distant a five days journey
from Uzia and Chazaria, a six days journey from Alania, a ten days journey
from Mordia, one day’s journey from Russia, a four days journey from
Turkey, half a day’s journey from Bulgaria; to Cherson it is very near,
and to Bosporus closer still.

At the time when the Pechenegs were expelled from their country,
some of them of their own will and personal decision stayed behind there
and united with the so-called Uzes, and even to this day they live among
them, and wear such distinguishing marks as separate them off and betray
their origin and how it came about that they were split off from their own
folk: for their tunics are short, reaching to the knee, and their sleeves are
cut off at the shoulder, whereby, you see, they indicate that they have
been cut off from their own folk and those of their race.

On this side of the Dniester river, towards the part that faces Bulgaria,
at the crossings of this same river, are deserted cities: the first city is that
called by the Pechenegs Aspron, because its stones look very white; the
second city is Toungatai; the third city is Kraknakatai; the fourth city
is Salmakatai; the fifth city is Sakakatai; the sixth city is Giaioukatal.
Among these buildings of the ancient cities are found some distinctive
traces of churches, and crosses hewn out of porous stone, whence some
preserve a tradition that once on a time Romans had settlements there.
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The Pechenegs are also called ‘Kangar’, though not all of them, but
only the folk of the three provinces of Iabdierti and Kouartzitzour and
Chabouxingyla, for they are more valiant and noble than the rest: and
that is what the title ‘Kangar’ signifies.

38. Of the genealogy of the nation of the Turks,
and whence they are descended.

The nation of the Turks had of old their dwelling next to Chazaria,
in the place called Lebedia after the name of their first voivode, which
voivode was called by the personal name of Lebedias, but in virtue of his
rank was entitled voivode, as have been the rest after him. Now in this
place, the aforesaid Lebedia, there runs a river Chidmas, also called Chingilous.
They were not called Turks at that time, but had the name ‘Sabartoi asphalo?’,
for some reason or other. The Turks were seven clans, and they had never
had over them a prince either native or foreign, but there were among
them ‘voivodes’, of whom first voivode was the aforesaid Lebedias. They
lived together with the Chazars for three years, and fought in alliance with
the Chazars in all their wars. Because of their courage and their alliance,
the chagan-prince of Chazaria gave in marriage to the first voivode of the
Turks, called Lebedias, a noble Chazar lady, because of the fame of his
valour and the illustriousness of his race, so that she might have children
by him; but, as it fell out, this Lebedias had no children by this same
Chazar lady. Now, the Pechenegs who were previously called ‘Kangar’
(for this ‘Kangar’ was a name signifiying nobility and valour among them),
these, then, stirred up war against the Chazars and, being defeated, were
forced to quit their own land and to settle in that of the Turks. And when
battle was joined between the Turks and the Pechenegs who were at that
time called ‘“Kangar’, the army of the Turks was defeated and split into two
parts. One part went eastwards and settled in the region of Persia, and
they to this day are called by the ancient denomination of the Turks ‘Sabartoi
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asphaloi’; but the other part, together with their voivode and chief Lebedias,
settled in the western region, in places called Atelkouzou, in which places
the nation of the Pechenegs now lives. A short while afterwards, the then
chagan-prince of Chazaria sent a message to the Turks, requiring that Lebe-
dias, their first voivode, should be sent to him. Lebedias, therefore, came to
the chagan of Chazaria and asked the reason why he had sent for him to
come to him. The chagan said to him: «We have invited you upon this
account, in order that, since you are noble and wise and valorous and first
among the Turks, we may appoint you prince of your nation, and you may
be obedient to our word and our command.» But he, in reply, made answer
to the chagan: «Your regard and purpose for me I highly esteem and
express to you suitable thanks, but since I am not strong enough for this
rule, I cannot obey you; on the other hand, however, there is a voivode
other than me, called Almoutzis, and he has a son called Arpad; let one
of these, rather, either that Almoutzis or his son Arpad, be made prince,
and be obedient to your word.» That chagan was pleased at this saying,
and gave some of his men fo go with him, and sent them to the Turks,
and after they had talked the matter over with the Turks, the Turks pre-
ferred that Arpad should be prince rather than Almoutzis his father, for
he was of superior parts and greatly admired for wisdom and counsel and
valour, and capable of this rule; and so they made him prince according
to the custom, or ‘zakanon’, of the Chazars, by lifting him upon a shield.
Before this Arpad the Turks had never at any time had any other prince,
and so even to this day the prince of Turkey is from his family. Some years
later, the Pechenegs fell upon the Turks and drove them out with their
prince Arpad. The Turks, in flight and seeking a land to dwell in, came
and in their turn expelled the inhabitants of great Moravia and settled
in their land, in which the Turks now live to this day. And since that time
the Turks have not sustained any attack from the Pechenegs. To the afore-
said nation of the Turks that settled in the east, in the regions of Persia,
these Turks aforesaid who live toward the western region still send mer-
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chants who look them up, and often bring them back official messages
from them.

The place of the Pechenegs, in which at that time the Turks lived,
18 called after the name of the local rivers. The rivers are these: the first
river is that called Barouch, the second river that called Koubou, the third
river that called Troullos, the fourth river that called Broutos, the fifth
river that called Seretos.

39. Of the nation of the Kabaroi

The so-called Kabaroi were of the race of the Chazars. Now, it fell
out that a secession was made by them to their government, and when
a civil war broke out their first government prevailed, and some of them
were slain, but others escaped and came and settled with the Turks in the
land of the Pechenegs, and they made friends with one another, and were
called ‘Kabaroi’. And so to these Turks they taught also the tongue of
the Chazars, and to this day they have this same language, but they have
also the other tongue of the Turks. And because in wars they show themselves
strongest and most valorous of the eight clans, and are leaders in war,
they have been promoted to be first clans. There is one prince among them,
I mean, among the three clans of the Kabaroi, who is even to this day.

40. Of the clans of the Kabaroi and the Turks.

The first is this aforesaid clan of the Kabaroi which split off from
the Chazars; the second, of Nekis; the third, of Megeris; the fourth, of
Kourtougermatos; the fifth, of Tarianos; the sixth, Genach; the seventh,
Kari; the eighth, Kasi. Having thus combined with one another, the Kabaroi
dwelt with the Turks in the land of the Pechenegs. After this, at the invitation
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of Leo, the Christ-loving and glorious emperor, they crossed over and fought
Symeon and totally defeated him, and drove on and penetrated as far as
Preslav, having shut him up in the city called Moundraga; and they went
back to their own country. At that time they had Liountikas, son of Arpad,
for their prince. But after Symeon was once more at peace with the emperor
of the Romans and was free to act, he sent to the Pechenegs and made
an agreement with them to attack and destroy the Turks. And when
the Turks had gone off on a military expedition, the Pechenegs with
Symeon came against the Turks and completely destroyed their families
and miserably expelled thence the Turks who were guarding their
country. When the Turks came back and found their country thus desolate
and utterly ruined, they settled in the land where they live to-day, which is
called after the above name of the rivers, as has been said. The place in
which the Turks used formerly to be is called after the name of the river
that runs through it, Etel and Kouzou, and in it the Pechenegs live now.
But the Turks, expelled by the Pechenegs, came and settled in the land
which they now dwell in. In this place are various landmarks of the olden
days: first, there is the bridge of the emperor Trajan, where Turkey begins;
then, a three days journey from this same bridge, there is Belgrade, in
which is the tower of the holy and great Constantine, the emperor; then,
again, at the running back of the river, is the renowned Sirmium by name,
a journey of two days from Belgrade; and beyond lies great Moravia, the
unbaptized, which the Turks have blotted out, but over which in former
days Sphendoplokos used to rule.

Such are the landmarks and names along the Danube river; but the
regions above these, which comprehend the whole settlement of Turkey,
they now call after the names of the rivers that flow there. The rivers are
these: the first river is the Timisis, the second river the Toutis, the third
river the Morisis, the fourth river the Krisos, and again another river, the
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Titza. Neighbours of the Turks are, on the eastern side the Bulgarians,
where the river Istros, also called Danube, runs between them; on the
northern, the Pechenegs; on the western, the Franks; and on the southern,
the Croats. These eight clans of the Turks do not obey their own particular
princes, but have a joint agreement to fight together with all earnestness
and zeal upon the rivers, wheresoever war breaks out. They have for their
first chief the prince who comes by succession of Arpad’s family, and two
others, the gylas and the karchas, who have the rank of judge; and each
clan has a prince.

Gylas and karchas are not proper names, but dignities.

Arpad, the great prince of Turkey, had four sons: first, Tarkatzous;
second, Ielech; third, Ioutotzas; fourth, Zaltas.

The eldest son of Arpad, Tarkatzous, had a son Tebelis, and the
second son Ielech had a son Ezelech, and the third son Ioutotzas had a son
Phalitzis, the present prince, and the fourth son Zaltas had a son Taxis.

All the sons of Arpad are dead, but his grandsons Phalis and Tasis
and their cousin Taxis are living.

Tebelis is dead, and it is his son Termatzous who came here recently
as ‘friend’ with Boultzous, third prince and karchas of Turkey.

The karchas Boultzous is the son of the karchas Kalis, and Kalis
is a proper name, but karchas is a dignity, like gylas, whick is superior to
karchas.
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41. Of the country of Moravia.

The prince of Moravia, Sphendoplokos, was valiant and terrible to
the nations that were his neighbours. This same Sphendoplokos had three
sons, and when he was dying he divided his country into three parts and
left a share apiece to his three sons, leaving the eldest to be great prince
and the other two to be under the command of the eldest son. He exhorted
them not to fall out with one another, giving them this example by way
of illustration: be brought three wands and bound them together and gave
them to the first son to break them, and when he was not strong enough,
handed them on to the second, and in like manner to the third, and then
separated the three wands and gave one each to the three of them; when
they had taken them and were bidden to break them, they broke them
through at once. By means of this illustration he exhorted them and said:
«If you remain undivided in concord and love, you shall be unconquered
by your adversaries and invincible; but if strife and rivalry come among
you and you divide yourselves into three governments, not subject to the
eldest brother, you shall be both destroyed by one another and brought
to utter ruin by the enemies who are your neighbours.» After the death of
this same Sphendoplokos they remained at peace for a year, and then strife
and rebellion fell upon them and they made a civil war against one another
and the Turks came and utterly ruined them and possessed their country,
in which even now they live. And those of the folk who were left were scat-
tered and fled for refuge to the adjacent nations, to the Bulgarians and
Turks and Croats and to the rest of the nations.
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42. Geographical description from Thessalonica to
the Danube river and the city of Belgrade; of
Turkey and Patzinacia to the Chazar city of
Sarkel and Russia and to the Nekropyla, that are
in the sea of Pontus, near the Dnieper river;
and to Cherson together with DBosporus, bet-
ween which are the cities of the Regions; then
to the lake of Maeotis, which for its size is also
called a sea, and to the city called Tamatarcha;
and of Zichia, moreover, and of Papagia and of
Kasachia and of Alania and of Abasgia and to the
city of Sotirioupolis.

From Thessalonica to the river Danube where stands the city called
Belgrade, is a journey of eight days, if one is not travelling in haste but
by easy stages. The Turks live beyond the Danube river, in the land of
Moravia, but also on this side of it, between the Danube and the Save river.
From the lower reaches of the Danube river, opposite to Distra, Patzinacia
stretches along, and its inhabitants control the territory as far as Sarkel,
the city of the Chazars, in which garrisons of 300 men are posted and annu-
ally relieved. Sarkel among them means ‘white house’, and it was built by
the spatharocandidate Petronas, surnamed Camaterus, when the Chazars
requested the emperor Theophilus that this city should be built for them.
For the then chagan and the pech of Chazaria sent envoys to this same
emperor Theophilus and begged that the city of Sarkel might be built for
them, and the emperor acceded to their request and sent to them the afore-
said spatharocandidate Petronas with ships of war of the imperial navy, and
sent also ships of war of the captain-general of Paphlagonia. This same
Petronas arrived at Cherson and left the ships of war at Cherson, and,
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having embarked his men on ships of burden, went off to that place on the
Tanais river where he was to build the city. And since the place had no
stones suitable for the building of the city, he made some ovens and baked
bricks in them and with these he carried out the building of the city, making
mortar out of tiny shells from the river. Now this aforesaid spatharocandidate
Petronas, after building the city of Sarkel, went to the emperor Theophilus
and said to him: «If you wish complete mastery and dominion over the
city of Cherson and of the places in Cherson, and not that they should slip
out of your hand, appoint your own military governor and do not trust to
their primates and nobles.» For up till the time of Theophilus the emperor,
there was no military governor sent from here, but all administration was
in the hands of the so-called primate, with those who were called the fathers
of the city. The emperor Theophilus took counsel in this matter, whether
to send as military governor so-and-so or such-an-one, and at last made
up his mind that the aforesaid spatharocandidate Petronas should be sent,
as one who had acquired local experience and was not unskilled in affairs,
and so he promoted him to be protospatharius and appointed him military
governor and sent him out to Cherson, with orders that the then primate
and everyone else were to obey him; and from that time until this day it
has been the rule for military governors in Cherson to be appointed from
here. So much, then, for the building of the city of Sarkel. From the Danube
river to the aforesaid city of Sarkel is a journey of 60 days. In this land
between are many rivers: the two biggest of them are the Dniester and the
Dnieper. But there are other rivers, that which is called the Syngoul and
the Hybyl and the Almatai and the Kouphis and the Bogou and many
others. On the higher reaches of the Dnieper river live the Russians, and
down this river they sail and arrive at the Romans. Patzinacia possesses
all the land as far as Russia and Bosporus and as far as Cherson and up to
Sarat, Bourat and the 30 places. The distance along the sea-coast from
the Danube river to the Dniester river is 120 miles. From the Dniester
river to the river Dnieper is 80 miles, the so-called ‘gold-coast’. After the
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mouth of the river Dnieper comes Adara, and there is a great gulf, called
Nekropyla, where it is utterly impossible for a man to pass through. From
the Dnieper river to Cherson is 300 miles, and between are marshes and
harbours, in which the Chersonites work the salt, Between Cherson and
Bosporus are the cities of the Regions, and the distance is 300 miles.
After Bosporus comes the mouth of the Maeotic lake, which for its size
everybody calls a sea. Into this same Maeotic sea run rivers many and great;
on its northern side runs the Dnieper river, from which the Russians come
through to Black Bulgaria and Chazaria and Syria. This same gulf of Maeotis
comes opposite to, and within about four miles of, the Nekropyla that are
near the Dnieper river, and joins them where the ancients dug a ditch and
carried the sea through, enclosing within all the land of Cherson and of the
Regions and the land of Bosporus, which cover up to 1,000 miles or even
rather more. In the course of many years this same ditch has silted up and
become a great forest, and there are in it but two roads, along which the
Pechenegs pass through to Cherson and Bosporus and the Regions. Into the
eastern side of the Maeotic lake debouch many rivers, the Tanais river that
comes down from the city of Sarkel, and the Charakoul, in which they fish
for sturgeon, and there are other rivers, the Bal and the Bourlik, the Chadir
and other rivers very numerous. From the Maeotic lake debouches a mouth
called Bourlik and flows down into the sea of Pontus where Bosporus is,
and opposite to Bosporus is the city called Tamatarcha; the width of the
strait of this mouth is 18 miles. In the middle of these 18 miles is a large,
low island, called Atech. After Tamatarcha, some 18 or 20 miles from it,
is a river called Oukrouch, which divides Zichia and Tamatarcha, and from
the Oukrouch to the Nikopsis river, on which stands a city with the same
name as the river, is the country of Zichia; the distance is 300 miles. Beyond
Zichia is the country called Papagia, and beyond the country of Papagia
is the country called Kasachia, and beyond Kasachia are the Caucasian
mountains, and beyond the mountains is the country of Alania. Off the sea-
board of Zichia lie islands, the great island and the three islands; and, closer
to shore than these, are yet other islands, which have been used for pasturage
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and built upon by the Zichians, Tourganirch and Tzarbaganin and another
island; and in the harbour of Spalaton another island ; and at Pteleai another,
where the Zichians take refuge during Alan incursions. The coastal area from
the limit of Zichia, that is, from the Nikopsis river, is the country of Abasgia,
as far as the city of Sotirioupolis; it is 300 miles.

43. Of the country of Taron.

But concerning the northern Scyths sufficient has been made plain
to you, beloved child, knowledge of which shall be all ways advantageous
and useful to you in time of need; but also it is right that you should not
be ignorant of the parts towards the rising sun, for what reasons they became
once more subject to the Romans, after they had first fallen away from
their control.

The late Krikorikios, then, prince of Taron, at first bent and sub-
mitted himself before the emperor of the Romans, but from the first
he seemed double-faced, and while in word he pretended to esteem the
friendship of the emperor, in fact he acted at the pleasure of the chief prince
of the Saracens, and on various occasions led armies that came out of Syria
against provinces subject to the emperor of the Romans, and everything
that the Romans were planning in secret against their Saracen adversaries
he would divulge to Syria, and would always keep the commander of the
faithful informed secretly through his letters of what was going on among us;
and while he wished to appear a partisan of the Roman cause, he was found,
on the contrary, to prefer and favour the cause of the Saracens. However,
he continually sent presents, such as appear valuable to the barbarians
of those parts, to Leo, the glorious among emperors, and got in return more
and better from the pious emperor, who also frequently urged him by letter
to visit the imperial city and behold the emperor and partake of the bounties
and honours bestowed by him. But he, fearing lest this might vex and
offend the commander of the faithful, would trump up excuses, and falsely
allege that it was impossible for him to leave his own country deprived of
his assistance, lest it might be plundered by the Saracens.

Now, this same prince of Taron one day captured in battle the sons
of Arkaikas, that is to say, the cousins of the patrician Krikorikios, father
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of the protospatharius Asotios, and he held them by him as prisoners.
On their behalf the then prince of princes Symbatios sent letters to the same
emperor, of most blessed memory, begging him to send to the Taronite and
make efforts to recover these nephews of his, the sons of the said Arkaikas, so
that they might not be sent to the commander of the faithful; for the patrician
Grigorios was a relative of Symbatios, the prince of princes. The emperor Leo,
of most blessed memory, acceded to this request of Symbatios, and sent the
late Sinoutis, the eunuch, who was then chief clerk to the foreign ministry, to
the prince of Taron upon this business, and also to Adranasir, the curopalate
of Iberia, on some other matters of business; and he furnished him with
presents suitable to both. But when a calumnious charge was laid before
the said glorious emperor against the said Sinoutis by Theodore, the Arme-
nian interpreter, there was sent out as imperial agent in his stead the proto-
spatharius Constantine Lips, keeper of the imperial plate, — he who
i8 now patrician proconsul and commander of the great company, — with
orders instructing him to take over the presents dispatched to the prince
of Taron, Krikorikios, and himself to proceed to Taron, and to order Sinoutis
to go on to Adranasir, the curopalate of Iberia, as he had been instructed to do.
The said protospatharius arrived at Taron and gave to Krikorikios the
gifts and letters of the emperor which had been sent to him, and took up
the bastard son of the Taronite, who was called Asotios, and brought him
to the imperial city; and the emperor honoured him with the rank of proto-
spatharius and richly entertained him, and then sent him back to his father
in the conduct of the same protospatharius. The same Constantine took
thence Apoganem, brother of Krikorikios, prince of Taron, and brought him
to the emperor, of blessed memory, together with the two sons of Arkaikas;
and him too the emperor honoured with the rank of protospatharius and many
times bounteously entertained him, and sent him back again, in conduct
of the same Constantine, to his country and his brother.

After this the said Constantine spent some time in Chaldia, and was
then commissioned by imperial mandate to go to Taron and take Krikorikios,
prince of Taron, and come to the imperial city; and this he did. When this
same Krikorikios had entered the city protected of God, and had been
honoured with the rank of magister and military governor of Taron, he
was also given for his residence a house called the house of Barbaros, now
the house of Basil the chamberlain. He was, moreover, honoured with an
annual stipend of ten pounds in gold and a further ten pounds in miliaresia,
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making twenty pounds in all. After some sojourn in the imperial city, he
was escorted back again to his country by this same protospatharius
Constantine.

After this, Apoganem came once more to the emperor, of blessed memo-
1y, and was advanced by him to the rank of patrician; and he was also per-
mitted to take to wife the daughter of the said Constantine, and on this ground
he asked for a house as well and he too received the house of Barbaros,
without a golden bull. After receiving the emperor’s bounty, he then returned
to his country, with intent to come again and complete the celebration
of his marriage; but no sooner was he escorted back to his country than he
ended his life, a few days afterwards. His brother Krikorikios sent letters
asking that he might come to the imperial city and receive from the hands
of the holy emperor the stipend granted to him and sojourn for some while
in the city protected of God. Thereupon he proceeded to demand for his
residence the house which had been set aside for his brother, and the emperor,
of blessed memory, handed it over to him, both because he had lately sub-
mitted himself and in order to excite in other princes of the east asimilareager-
ness for submission to the Romans; but he issued no golden bull making a
deed of gift of this house to him.

Several years later, when the emperor Romanus, of blessed memory, had
laid hold upon the sceptre of the empire of the Romans, this same Krikorikios
reported that he had not the means to keep the house of Barbaros, but deman-
ded that he should receive in its stead a suburban estate in Keltzini, either that
of Tatzates or some other, whichever the emperor directed, in order that,
when the Agarenes should make an incursion into his country, he might
be able to send thither his personal relatives and substance. The emperor,
who did not possess an accurate knowledge of the facts, and supposed that
the Taronite held the house of Barbaros in virtue of an imperial golden bull
of Leo, of blessed memory, gave him the suburban estate of Grigoras in
Keltzini and, of course, took back the house; but he too issued no golden
bull in his favour in respect of the suburban estate.

Thereupon Tornikis, nephew of the Taronite and son of the late Apoga-
nem, wrote to this same emperor: «The house of Barbaros was presented to
my father by the emperor Leo, of most blessed memory, but after my father’s
death, because I was under age and an orphan, my uncle, in virtue of his
authority, took possession of his house, always promising me that when I
should come of age, I should take over the paternal house; and now, as I have
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learned, my uncle has given this house to your imperial majesty, and has
received in exchange for it the suburban estate of Grigoras in Keltzinin
And because of these imperial gifts bestowed on the prince of Taron,
envy towards him was implanted and grew up in Kakikios, prince of Baspa-
raka, and Adranasir, the curopalate of Iberia, and Asotikios, the prince of
princes, who wrote to the emperor grumbling at the cause whereby the Taronite
alone enjoyed an imperial stipend, while all of them got nothing. «For what
service — they said — is he performing more than we, or in what does he
help the Romans more than we do? Hither, therefore, we too should be
stipendiary as he is, or else he too should be excluded from this largess.» The
emperor Romanus, of blessed memory, wrote back to them, that the stipend
in favour of the Taronite had not been granted by him, that it should
now lie with him to cut it off, but by the emperor, of most blessed memory;
nor was it right that what had been done by former emperors should be
undone by their successors. However, he wrote to this same Taronite inform-
ing him that the said parties were vexed and offended. He replied that he
could provide neither gold nor silver, but promised to give, over and above
the gifts regularly sent, tunics and bronze vessels up to ten pounds in total
value, and these he did give for three or four years. But thereafter he reported
that he could not provide this tribute, and demanded either that he should
receive the stipend gratis as in the time of the emperor Leo, of most blessed
memory, or else that it should be cut off. And so, that 1t might not cause
offence to Kakikios and the curopalate and the rest, the said emperor Roma-
nus, of blessed memory, cut it off. But to console him, as it were, he after-
wards honoured his son Asotios, when he came to Constantinople, with
patrician rank and entertained him munificently before sending him home.
On the death of the magister Krikorikios, Tornikios, son of Apoganem,
reported that he heartily desired to come and behold the emperor; whereupon
the emperor sent the protospatharius Krinitis, the interpreter, who brought
the said Tornikios to Constantinople, and the emperor advanced the same
Tornikios to the honour of patrician rank. He put forward his claims to the
house of Barbaros, and, having heard that his uncle had resigned his
ownership of it on receipt of a suburban estate in Keltzini, declared that
his uncle had no power to effect an exchange in respect of his paternal
inheritance, and demanded that he should be given either the house or the
suburban estate, failing which, he was for resigning both to the emperor,
so that his cousins might not have them. Therefore the emperor, since
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the old Taronite was now dead, resumed the suburban estate but did not
give the house in exchange for it, because, as has already been stated above,
no golden bull had been issued in respect of any of these transactions.

After this, the late Pankratios, eldest son of that magister Krikorikios
the Taronite, came to the imperial city and was advanced by the
emperor to the dignity of patrician and was also made military
governor of Taron. He asked that he might also be given a wife from
among the ladies related to the imperial family, and the emperor gave
him to wife the sister of the magister Theophylact. And after his marriage
he made a will, in which he stated: «If children are born to me of this woman,
they are to have all my country for their ancestral inheritance.» Thereupon
he asked the emperor that he might be given the suburban estate of Grigoras
for the patrician lady, his wife, to reside there, and after her death this
suburban estate should revert to his imperial majesty. The emperor
sanctioned this too, and after presenting him with many gifts, sent him
with his wife away to his country. Now, the sons of the magister Krikorikios,
this same patrician Pankratios and the patrician Asotios, greatly vexed
and oppressed their cousin, the patrician Tornikios, who, finding their
aggressiveness unendurable, wrote to the emperor to send a trustworthy
servant and take over his country, and conduct himself and his wife and
their child to the emperor. The emperor sent the protospatharius Krinitis,
the interpreter, to take him and conduct him to the city protected of God,
in accordance with his demand. But when Krinitis arrived in that country,
he found that Tornikios had already departed this life, having devised
before his end that all his country should be subject to the emperor of the
Romans, and that his wife and his child should go to the emperor; and
to her, on her arrival, the emperor gave for her residence the monastery
in Psomathia of the protospatharius Michael, formerly collector of Chaldia.
The said Krinitis was sent back again by the emperor to take over the
country of Apoganem, that is, the portion of the patrician Tornikios. But
the sons of the Taronite, the cousins of the deceased, sent back thence a
demand that they should give up Oulnoutin and retain the country of their
cousin, for they were quite unable to live if the emperor were to occupy
their cousin’s country as his own. The emperor, yielding to his own goodness
of heart, fulfilled their request and gave them the country of Apoganem,
their cousin, and himself took Oulnoutin with all its surrounding territory.
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The whole country of Taron was divided in two, one half of it being held
by the sons of the magister Krikorikios, the other half by their cousins,
the sons of the patrician Apoganem.

44. Of the country of Apachounis and of the city

of Manzikiert and Perkri and Chliat and

Chaliat and Arzes and Tibi and Chert and
Salamas and Tzermatzou

Before the time of Asotios, prince of princes, father of Symbatios,
prince of princes, whom the emir of Persia Aposatai beheaded and who had
two sons, Asotios, who was prince of princes after him, and Apasakios,
who was afterwards honoured with the rank of magister, these three cities,
Perkri and Chaliat and Arzes, were under the control of Persia.

The prince of princes had his seat in great Armenia, at the city of
Kars, and held both these three cities aforementioned, Perkri and Chaliat
and Arzes, and also Tibi and Chert and Salamas.

Apelbart possessed Manzikiert and was beneath the dominion of
Asotros, the prince of princes, the father of Symbatios, the prince of princes.
The same Asotios, prince of princes, gave to this same Apelbart also the
city of Chliat and Arzes and Perkri: for the aforesaid Asotios, prince of
princes, father of Symbatios, prince of princes, held all the countries of the
east. On the death of Apelbart his son Abelchamit possessed his domain,
and on the death of Abelchamit his eldest son Aposebatas possessed his
domain. He, after the murder of Symbatios, prince of princes, by Aposatas,
the emir of Persia, took possession, in absolute sovereignty, as an independent
potentate, both of the city of Manzikiert and of the rest of the cities and
the countries; and he submitted himself to the emperor together with his
other two brothers, Apolesphouet and Aposelmis, after their cities and their
countries had on various occasions been over-run and ravaged and
destroyed by the commander-in-chief, and they paid the emperor of the
Romans tribute in respect of their cities and their territories. But from the
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time of the aforesaid Asotios, prince of princes, father of Symbatios and
grandfather of the second Asotios and of the magister Apasakios, until the
lifetime of the second Asotios, prince of princes, these three cities were
under the dominion of the prince of princes, and the prince of princes received
tribute from them. Moreover, the city of Manzikiert with the country of
Apachounis and Kori and Charka was under the dominion and control of
the same prince of princes, up till the time when Aposebatas, emir of
Manzikiert, and his two brothers Apolesphouet and Aposelmis submitted
themselves to the emperor and paid tribute in respect of their cities and their
territories; and since the prince of princes is the servant of the emperor
of the Romans, being appointed by him and receiving this rank from him,
it is obvious that the cities and townships and territories of which he is
lord also belong to the emperor of the Romans.

When Symbatios, prince of princes of great Armenia, was captured
by Aposatai, the emir of Persia, and by him beheaded, Aposebatas, with
his seat at the city of Manzikiert, took possession of the city of Chaliat
and the city of Perkri and the township of Arzes.

The second brother of Aposebatas, Apolesphouet, and his nephew
and step-son Achmet took possession of the city of Chliat and the city of
Arzes and the city of Altzike, and they too submitted themselves to the
emperor of the Romans and came beneath his dominion and paid tribute
in respect of their cities and their territories, as did the eldest brother
Aposebatas.

The third brother of Aposebatas and Apolesphouet, Aposelmis, was
in possession of the city of Tzermatzou with its territories, and he too
submitted himself to the emperor of the Romans and paid tribute, as did his
eldest brother Aposebatas and his second brother Apolesphouet.

On the death of Aposebatas, Abderacheim, son of Aposebatas,
possessed the city of Manzikiert with its territories and all its domain,
and on the death of Abderacheim, Apolesphouet, second brother of Aposeba-
tas and uncle of Abderacheim, possessed the city of Manzikiert and all the
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countries aforesaid, and on his death the third brother, that is, the brother
of Aposebatas and Apolesphouet, Aposelmis, possessed Manzikiert and all
the countries aforesaid.

Aposebatas had a son Abderacheim, and another, Apelmouze.

Apolesphouet had a step-son and nephew, Achamet, for he had no son,
but had instead of a son Achamet, his step-son and nephew.

Aposelmis had a son Apelbart, who now possesses Manzikiert.

On the death of Aposebatas, he left Abderacheim his son to be emir,
but his other son, Apelmouze, was a mere infant, and hence was passed
over as unfit to enter into the authority of his father and brother.

Aposebatas, the eldest brother, had his seat at the city of Manzikiert
and possessed, as has been said, these countries, Apachounis and Kori and
Charka, and paid tribute in respect to them to the emperor of the Romans;
and on his death his son Abderacheim ruled, and he too paid the aforesaid
tribute, his brother Apelmouze being, as was said above, quite an infant.

On the death of Abderacheim, since his brother Apelmouze was passed
over as an infant, the possession of the city of Manzikiert and of the aforesaid
countries beneath it fell to the second brother of Aposebatas, the aforesaid
Apolesphouet, uncle of Abderacheim and of his brother Apelmouze, who
had been passed over because of his infancy.

On the death of Apolesphouet, the third brother of Aposebatas, that
is, Aposelmis, took possession of the city of Manzikiert with the territories
aforesaid. The aforesaid Achamet, who was nephew and step-son of Apoles-
phouet, took possession, by consent and will of Apolesphouet, of Chliat
and Arzes and Perkri: for Apolesphouet, having, as was said above, no son,
made Achamet, his nephew and step-son, heir of all his substance and of
his cities and territories.

On the death of Aposelmis, his son Apelbart possessed the city of
Manzikiert with its surrounding territory. But Achmet possessed the three
cities, the city of Chliat and the city of Arzes and the city of Altzike.

This Achmet too was servant of the emperor, as has been said above,
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and paid tribute on his own behalf and on behalf of his uncle Apolesphouet.
But Apelbart by guile and deceit slew him and took these three cities, the
city of Chliat and the city of Arzes and the city of Altzike; and these the
emperor should get back, as they are his property.

All these cities aforesaid and the aforesaid countries have never been
beneath the dominion of Persia or beneath the dominion of the commander
of the faithful, but were, as has been said, in the days of the lord Leo, the
emperor, beneath the dominion of Symbatios, the prince of princes, and
afterwards came beneath the dominion of the three brothers, the aforesaid
emirs, Aposebatas and Apolesphouet and Aposelmis; and in their days
were brought into servitude and made tributary and fell beneath the
dominion of the emperors of the Romans.

If these three cities, Chliat and Arzes and Perkri, are in the possession
of the emperor, a Persian army cannot come out against Romania, because
they are between Romania and Armenia, and serve as a barrier and as
military halts for armies.

45. Of the Iberians.

The Iberians, I mean, those who belong to the curopalate, pique
themselves upon their descent from the wife of Uriah, with whom David,
the prophet and king, committed adultery: for they say they are descended
from the children she bore to David and are related to David, the prophet
and king, and consequently to the most holy Mother of God also, inasmuch
as she was by descent of the seed of David. For this reason also the great
ones of the Iberians take in marriage their female relatives without
impediment, believing that they are preserving the ancient ordinance; and
they say that they originate from Jerusalem and were warned by an oracular
dream to migrate thence and to settle over toward the region of Persia,
that is to say, in the country where they live now. They who were warned
by the oracle and came out of Jerusalem were the former David and his
brother Spandiatis, which Spandiatis had received from God a boon, as they
pretend, that in battle the sword should not touch him in any member of
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his body save only in the heart, which he used to protect by a sort of covering
in battles. On this account the Persians were dismayed at and feared him,
and he overcame them and mastered them and settled his Iberian kinsmen
in the difficult territories now possessed by them; whence by degrees they
expanded and increased and grew into a great nation. Thereafter, when
the emperor Heraclius marched against Persia, they united and campaigned
with him, and as a result, through the dread inspired by Heraclius, emperor
of the Romans, rather than by their own strength and power, they subdued
a great number of cities and countries of the Persians. For once the emperor
Heraclius had routed the Persians and had forcibly brought their empire
to an end, the Persians were easily defeated and mastered, not by the Iberians
only, but by the Saracens as well. And because they originated, as they
themselves say, from Jerusalem, for this reason they are very loyal to it
and to the sepulchre of our Lord Jesus Christ, and from time to time they send
large sums of money to the patriarch of the holy city and to the Christians
there. Now, the aforesaid David, the brother of Spandiatis, begat a son
Pankratios, and Pankratios begat a son Asotios, and Asotios begat a son
Adranasi, who was honoured with the rank of curopalate by Leo, the Christ-
loving emperor of the Romans. But Spandiatis, the brother of the aforesaid
David, died childless. And from their migration from Jerusalem to the
country now inhabited by them it is 400 years, or rather 500 up to the
present day, which is the 10th indiction, the year from the creation of the
world 6460, in the reign of Constantine and Romanus, Christ-loving emperors
of the Romans, born in the purple.

The Christ-loving and glorious emperor Leo, born in the purple,
hearing that the Saracens had arrived in the place called Phasiane and had
made the churches there into fortresses, sent the patrician Lalakon, military
governor of the Armeniakoi, together with the military governor of Koloneia
and the military governor of Mesopotamia and the military governor of
Chaldia, and they destroyed these fortresses and liberated the churches and
ravaged all Phasiane, at that time in the possession of the Saracens. And
again afterwards he sent the magister Katakalon, the commander-in-chief,
who arrived at the city of Theodosioupolis and ravaged the territory all
about it, and gave up the country of Phasiane and the cities around it to the
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like destruction, and returned after inflicting thereby a great blow upon the
Saracens. And in the reign of the lord Romanus, the emperor, the magister
John Kourkouas, marching against the city of Tibi, utterly devastated in
his passage the whole country of Phasiane, since it was in the possession of
the Saracens. Moreover, the patrician Theophilus also, brother of the aforesaid
magister John, when he was for the first time military governor of Chaldia,
plundered this country of Phasiane, because then too it was controlled by
the Saracens. For by the time that terms had been agreed with the
Theodosioupolitans, no village had been left standing in the country of
Phasiane, or about the city of Abnikon either. And the Iberians always
maintained loving and friendly relations with the men of Theodosioupolis
and Abnikon and Manzikiert and with all Persia, but in Phasiane they never
acquired any territories.

The lord Leo, the emperor, and the lord Romanus and our own imperial
majesty several times asked for the city of Ketzeon, so that we might take
it over and introduce garrisons, in order to stop Theodosioupolis from being
revictualled thence, assuring the curopalate and his brothers that, after
Theodosioupolis had been taken, they should have this city back; but
the Iberians did not consent to do this, out of their love for the Theodosiou-
politans and in order that the city of Theodosioupolis might not be taken,
and declared in answer to the lord Romanus and to our imperial majesty,
saying: «If we do this, we shall become dishonoured in the eyes of our
neighbours, such as the magister the ruler of Abasgia and the Basparakanite
and the potentates of the Armenians, and they will say that ‘the emperor
holds the Iberians, the curopalate and his brothers, for faithless and does
not trust them, and that i1s why he has taken over the city from them’;
but let the emperor rather send a lieutenant-general or some imperial agent,
and let him take up his quarters in the city of Ketzeon and let him watch.»
And they were instructed by imperial mandate, to this effect: «What is the
use of our sending either lieutenant-general or imperial agent? Even if he
enters, whether he be lieutenant-general or imperial agent, he will enter
with ten or a dozen men and will take up his quarters in the lodgings which
you will provide for him; and since the roads leading to the city of Theo-
dosioupolis are many, he cannot from the city see the caravans entering
the city of Theodosioupolis; and caravans may enter Theodosioupolis by
night, and they none the wiser.» And so, then, because the Iberians did not
wish that Theodosioupolis should be taken, but rather that it should be
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revictualled, for this reason they did not obey and give up the city of
Ketzeon, although they received a sworn promise in writing that after
the capture of Theodosioupolis this city should revert to them.

The Iberians never consented to raid or take prisoners in the
environs of the city of Theodosioupolis or in its territories, or in the city
of Abnikion or the territories about it, or in the city of Manzikiert or the
area controlled by it.

Whereas regarding the territories of Phasiane the curopalate persists
in his demand for all Phasiane and the city of Abnikon, and alleges that he has
golden bulls of the emperor the lord Romanus, of blessed memory, and of our
imperial majesty, copies of which he sent us by the hand of Zourbanelis
the protospatharius, his ‘azat’, we examined these and found that they
gave him no help. For, first, the golden bull of our father-in-law embodies
a promise of this same curopalate, as he assured him on his oath and in-
scribed it with his own hand, that he will abide in loyalty to our imperial
majesty, and fight against our foes and protect our friends, and subdue
the east to our imperial majesty, and reduce cities and do great works for
our comfort; and on the part of our father-in-law a promise was made to
him that, if he continues in this loyal servitude and gratitude, he shall
remain unshaken, both he and those of his family, in his rule and dominion;
and the emperor will not move the boundaries of his territories, but will be
content with the agreements made by former emperors and will not push
beyond them ; nor will he stop the curopalate from destroying Theodosioupolis
and the rest of the cities of the enemy, whether he lays siege to them with
his own unaided strength or with the assistance of this our army. Such are
the main points contained in the golden bulls, and from them the curo-
palate gets no help: for that of our father-in-law lays it down that we will
not disturb him from the ancient boundaries of his country, and that, if
he can, whether by himself or with our army, he shall lay siege to and destroy
Theodosioupolis and the rest of the cities of the enemy, but not so as to
hold them in absolute sovereignty and lordship; while that of our own
imperial majesty includes a provision that all the places of the Agarenes
which both he and his nephew, the magister Adranase, may be able by
their own power to reduce, or shall in future reduce, he shall hold as sovereign
lord. And since by his own power he subdued neither Theodosioupolis nor
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Abnikion nor Mastaton, he has no right to hold them, lying as they do on
this side of the Erax or Phasis river; because the city of Abnikon, on the
one hand, has hitherto been independent and self-governing, under its own
emir, and several times the army of our imperial majesty has raided it,
yes, and the protospatharius John Arrhabonitis, the military governor, and
the patrician Theophilus, who is now military governor of Theodosioupolis,
and the rest of the military governors have taken great plunder and many
prisoners in it, and burnt its villages, while the curopalate has never raided
it at all. And when these villages had been utterly devastated by our imperial
majesty, the Iberians crept in and took possession of them, and tried
thereafter to possess themselves of the city. But the emir, after being several
times warned by the patrician and military governor Theophilus, and see-
ing that he had no hope of survival from any quarter, submitted him-
self and consented to become the servant of our imperial majesty, and gave
his son as a hostage. Mastaton, on the other hand, belonged to the Theo-
dosioupolitans; and when the magister John had besieged Theodosioupolis
seven months, because he was unable to take it he sent some men and took
this same city of Mastaton and introduced into it the protospatharius
Petronas Boilas, who was then captain-general of Nicopolis. And the magi-
ster Pankratios, who had joined the campaign of this same magister at
Theodosioupolis, when the latter was about to retire, begged him to give
him this city, and made him an oath in writing that he would retain it and
never give it up to the Saracens. He, as the said Pankratios was a Christian
and servant of our imperial majesty, trusted to his oath and gave it him,
and he gave it back again to the Theodosioupolitans. And when Theo-
dosioupolis was taken, the Iberians crept in and took possession of Mastaton;
for these reasons they have no authority to demand either this city of Mastaton
or that of Abnikon. But since the curopalate is our faithful and upright
servant and friend, at his request let the frontier of Phasiane be the river
Erax or Phasis, and let the Iberians possess the parts on the left hand side
towards Illyria, and all the parts on the right towards Theodosioupolis,
whether cities or villages, be beneath our imperial majesty, the river, that
is to say, forming the frontier between the two, just as in his lifetime John
Kourkouas, of blessed memory, when asked about this, declared that it was
best for the river to be the frontier. Strict justice does not allow the curopalate
any authority to exercise control either on this side of the river or on the
other, since all these villages of the Theodosioupolitans were eunslaved and
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burnt by the armies of our imperial majesty, and never without our
army did the Iberians come out and raid Theodosioupolis, but always
maintained friendship with them and traded with them; and while they
gaid they wished Theodosioupolis to be taken, in their hearts they by no
means desired its capture. However, our imperial majesty, for our love
of the curopalate, as has been said, has consented that the river Erax, or
Phasis, shall be the frontier between the two, and they must be content
with retaining this much, and demand nothing more.

46. Of the genealogy of the Iberians and of the
city of Ardanoutzi.

Pankratios and David the Mampalis, which means ‘all-holy’, were
sons of the elder Symbatios the Iberian. Ardanoutzi fell to the inheritance
of Pankratios, and other country fell to David. Pankratios had three sons,
Adranaser, Kourkenios and the patrician Asotios, called Kiskasis, and he
divided his country among them, and Ardanoutzi fell to his son Kourkenios,
who, dying childless, left it to his brother Asotios, called Kiskasis. The
patrician Asotios, called Kiskasis, married his daughter to the late magister
Kourkenis, who, having grown great, revolted, and deprived his father-
in-law Asotios of Ardanoutzi, and gave him in exchange Tyrokastron and
the river region of Atzaras, which forms the frontier of Romania at Kolorin.
Now, the patrician Asotios, called Kiskasis, had to wife the sister of the
magister George, ruler of Abasgia. And when the magister Kourkenios
and the magister George, ruler of Abasgia, fell out with one another, the
patrician Asotios took the side of the ruler of Abasgia, and for that reason
Kourkenios, gaining the upper hand, deprived him even of what he had
given him in exchange for Ardanoutzi, and expelled him, and he departed
to Abasgia. On the death of the magister Kourkenios, Ardanoutzi was left
to his wife, the daughter of the patrician Asotios, called Kiskasis, as her
father’s heiress. Now when Asotios the curopalate and the magister George,
ruler of Abasgia, and the magister Pankratios, brother of the aforesaid
curopalate, were dividing up the country of the magister Kourkenios by
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force of arms, they came to an accommodation and each took what was next
to him. And Ardanoutzi lay next to Symbatios, son of the aforesaid David.
Then all of them seized on the widow of the magister Kourkenios, that is,
the daughter of the patrician Asotios, called Kiskasis, and said to her:
«You, as a woman, cannot possess the city.» Then Symbatios gave the woman
territories in exchange for the city, and took the city of Ardanoutzin.

These Iberians are related to one another in the following manner.
The mother of David and the mother of Adranase the curopalate, father
of the present curopalate Asotios, were the children of two brothers, that
is to say, they were first cousins. Symbatios, the son of David, had to wife
the daughter of the magister Pankratios, father of Adranasi who is now
magister, and after her death Adranasi married the sister of Symbatios,
son of David.

The city of Ardanoutzin is very strongly defended, and has moreover
a considerable suburban area like a provincial city, and the commerce of
Trapezus and of Iberia and of Abasgia and from the whole country of
Armenia and Syria comes to it, and it has an enormous customs revenue
from this commerce. The country of the city of Ardanoutzin, the ‘Arzyn’,
is both extensive and fertile, and it is a key of Iberia and Abasgia and of
the Mischians.

The emperor the lord Romanus, of blessed memory, sent the patrician
Constantine, the lord admiral, who was at that time protospatharius and lictor,
with a tunic of the magistracy in order to make Kourkenios the Iberian a ma-
gister. When the patrician Constantine, the lord admiral, had reached Nico-
medeia, the monk Agapios of Kyminas came on the scene, who had at that
time been visiting the holy city to fulfil a vow. In his passage through Iberia
he had come to the city of Ardanoutzin. The patrician Asotios, called Kis-
kasis, at feud with his son-in-law Kourkenios, had spoken thus to the monk
Agapios: «I adjure you, by God and by the power of the honourable and
life-giving Cross, to go to Constantinople and tell the emperor to send and
take over my city, and have it beneath his dominion.» The monk Agapios
came to Constantinople and related to the emperor all that the patrician
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Asotios, called Kiskasis, had said to him. The aforesaid patrician Constantine,
the lord admiral, who was at Nicomedeia on the aforesaid business of appoint-
ing Kourkenios the Iberian to be magister, received by command of the
emperor a missive of the patrician Symeon, the head of the imperial chan-
cellery, which said: «Our holy emperor commands that you leave all you
are engaged upon and go in haste to the patrician Asotios, called Kiskasis,
and take over his city of Ardanoutzin, since he has declared to our holy
emperor, by the mouth of the monk Agapios, that a trustworthy and familiar
servant should be sent to take over his city of Ardanoutzin; go, then, to
Chaldia and take some capable officers, whom you know to be brave and
trustworthy, and enter and take possession of this city.» The patrician
Constantine, the lord admiral, went to Chaldia and took capable lieutenant-
generals and officers and men to the number of 300, and entered Iberia and
fell into the hands of David, of blessed memory, brother of Asotios who is now
curopalate, who said to him: «Whither have you been sent by the emperor
and what task are you to perform, that you bring so many men along with
you % For they suspected that, now Adranase the curopalate was dead, the
emperor must be about to honour Kourkenios with the rank of curopalate;
because, in the mean time, the sons of the curopalate Adranase had, after
their father’s death, had certain quarrels with their cousin. And since
Kourkenios had dispatched his chief man with a large gift to the emperor,
requesting that he might be made curopalate or magister, the four brothers,
that is, the sons of Adranase the curopalate, assumed that the patrician
Constantine came thither to create Kourkenios curopalate. But the patrician
Constantine put them off by saying: «Because I am about to honour
Kourkenios with the rank of magister I bring with me so many men.»
And the patrician Constantine went off to the country of Kourkenios and
honoured him with the rank of magister, and, bidding him farewell, sasd:
«I am going to David the magister.» For this same patrician Constantine
had for David also a mandate and presents from the emperor. And he
entered Ardanoutzin, the city of the patrician Asotios, called Kiskasis,
and gave him the imperial mandate addressed to him, which contained
nothing about the city of Ardanoutzin, but was about other matters. But
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the patrician Constantine said to him: «Although the mandate contains
nothing about the city of Ardanoutzin, none the less the monk Agapios
came to the emperor and reported to him all that you had bidden him
about the city of Ardanoutzin, and therefore the emperor has sent me, to
take over the city and introduce into it the men I bring along with me.» And
since, as has been said above, the patrician Asotios, called Kiskasis, was at
feud with his son-in-law Kourkenios, he had made up his mind the rather
to give his city to the emperor. The patrician Constantine had with him
standards and he gave one to the patrician Asotios, called Kiskasis. He put
it upon a pike and gave it to the patrician Constantine, saying: «Set it up
on top of the wall, that all may know that from this day this city belongs to
the emperor.» The patrician Constantine did so and set the standard on
top of the wall and made the customary salutations of the emperors of the
Romans, so that it became known to all that the patrician Asotios, called
Kiskasis, had made a present of the city of Ardanoutzin to the emperor.
Now, the elder David made no offer of his country to the emperor, not-
withstanding it marched with the county of Akampsis and with Mourgouli.
So then the patrician Constantine reported to the emperor in two dispatches,
the one containing the news of how he had honoured Kourkenios with the
rank of magister, and of how Kourkenios had accepted the magistracy and
saluted the emperor; and the other containing news about the city of
Ardanoutzin, and of how he had taken it over from the patrician Asotios,
called Kiskasis, and that the patrician Asotios and his son-in-law the ma-
gister Kourkenios had a great quarrel and feud with one another, and that
the emperor should send succour for the garrisoning of this city, and that,
should it be possible, the commander-in-chief should also come. When the
Iberians, the magister Kourkenios and the magister David, brother of
the curopalate Asotios, saw what was done, they wrote to the emperor:
«If your imperial majesty approves this and enters our country, then we
put off our servitude to your imperial majesty and make common cause
with the Saracens, since we shall have fighting and hostilities with the
Romans and shall, perforce, move an army against the city of Ardanoutzin
and its country, and against Romania itself.» The emperor, having learnt
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of these things through the letters of the aforesaid princes and having
heard them from their envoys, and being terrified lest perchance they
might make common cause with the Saracens and lead out the armies of
Persia against Romania, denied it, saying: «I did not write to the protos-
patharius Constantine, the lictor, about this city and its country, telling
him to take it over, but out of his own folly, so to say, he has done this.»
So spoke the emperor in his desire to give them all satisfaction; and
this same protospatharius Constantine, the lictor, received a mandate
couched in terms of insult and menace: «Who instructed you to do this?
Come you, the rather, out of the city and take Asotios, son of the late Adra-
nase the curopalate, and conduct him hither, so that we may honour him
with his father’s rank of curopalate.» On receipt of these orders, the patrician
Constantine abandoned the patrician Asotios, called Kiskasis, in his city
of Ardanoutzin, and himself took leave and departed to the elder David
and gave him the mandate which he had for him, and returned and entered
Iberia and found, met together in one place, the magister Kourkenios
and the magister David, brother of Asotios the curopalate. And they began
to quarrel with and to heap abuse upon the patrician Constantine, saying:
«You are a sly and evil fellow in not revealing to us, concerning the city
of Ardanoutzin, that you were about to take possession of its, and, «It is
not the emperor’s policy to possess himself of it, for we ourselves reported
to the emperor on this affair and have received a reply that the emperor
knows nothing whatsoever about this affair, but that you have done this
out of love of the patrician Asotios, called Kiskasis.» The patrician Constan-
tine made a reasonable defence to these charges, and took Asotios, son of
Adranase the curopalate, and conducted him to Constantinople, and he
was honoured by the emperor with the dignity of curopalate.

But what of events which have taken place at various times
between the Romans and different nations ? For it is worth while, my dearest
son, that record of these things also should not escape you, in order that,
should the same things come about on similar occasions, you may by fore-
knowledge find a ready remedy.
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47. Of the migration of the Cypriots the story is

as follows.

When the island was captured by the Saracens and remained un-
inhabited seven years, and the archbishop John came with his folk to the
imperial city, a dispensation was made by the emperor Justinian in the
holy sixth synod that he, with his bishops and the folk of the island, should
take over Cyzicus and should make his appointments whenever a bishopric
should fall vacant, to the end that the authority and rights of Cyprus might
not be interrupted (for the emperor Justinian himself also was a Cypriot,
as from the Cypriots of olden days the tale has persisted unto this day);
and so it was ordained in the holy sixth synod that the archbishop of
Cyprus should appoint the president of Cyzicus, as it is recorded in the 39th
chapter of the same holy sixth synod.

But after seven years, by God’s will the emperor was moved to populate
Cyprus again, and he sent to the commander of the faithful of Bagdad three
of the illustrious Cypriots, natives of the same island, called Phangoumeis,
in charge of an imperial agent both intelligent and illustrious, and wrote
to the commander of the faithful asking him to dismiss the folk of the island
of Cyprus that were in Syria to their own place. The commander of the
faithful obeyed the emperor’s epistle, and sent illustrious Saracens to all
the parts of Syria and gathered together all the Cypriots and carried them
over to their own place. And the emperor, for his part, sent an imperial
agent and carried over those who had settled in Romania, that is, at Cyzicus
and in the Kibyrrhaiote and Thrakesian provinces, and the island was
populated.

48. Chapter 39 of the holy sixth synod, held in the
Domed Hall of the Great Palace.

Whereas our brother and fellow-minister John, president of the isle
of the Cypriots, because of the barbarian assaults and to the end that they
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might be free from slavery to the infidel and be subject unfeignedly to the
sceptre of his most Christian majesty, hath with his own folk migrated from
the said isle to the province of Hellespont, by the providence and mercy
of God and by the labour of our Christ-loving and pious emperor; we do
resolve: that the privileges accorded unto the throne of the aforesaid by
the fathers inspired of God at their sometimes meeting in Ephesus shall
be preserved uninjured; that the new Justinianoupolis shall have the right
of the city of the Constantinians; and that the most pious bishop who is set
over it shall preside over all the bishops of the province of Hellespont, and
shall be appointed by his own bishops, according to the ancient custom (for
our fathers inspired of God have resolved that the practices in each church are
to be preserved), the bishop of the city of the Cyzicenes being subject to the
president of the said Justinianoupolis in like manner as are all the rest of
the bishops under the said most pious president John, by whom as need
shall arise the bishop also of the sare city of the Cyzicenes shall be appointed.

But now that we have thus accurately formulated and set before
you the matters concerning foreign nations, it is right that you should
be certainly informed about reforms introduced, not only in the affairs of
our city, but at various times over all the empire of the Romans, to the end
that knowledge of things closer at hand and domestic may abide with you
preeminently and may show you more worthy of affection to your subjects.

In the time of Constantine, son of Constantine, called Pogonatus, one
Callinicus fled from Helioupolis to the Romans and manufactured the liquid
fire which is projected through the tubes, by the aid of which the Romans
gutted the fleet of the Saracens at Cyzicus, and gained the victory.
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49. He who enquires how the Slavs were put in serv-
itude and subjection to the church of Patras,
let him learn from the present passage.

Nicephorus was holding the sceptre of the Romans, and these Slavs
who were in the province of Peloponnesus decided to revolt, and first proce-
eded to sack the dwellings of their neighbours, the Greeks, and gave them
up to rapine, and next they moved against the inhabitants of the city of Patras
and ravaged the plains before its wall and laid siege to itself, having with
them African Saracens also. And when a considerable time had gone by
and there began to be dearth of necessaries, both water and foodstuffs,
among those within the wall, they took counsel among themselves to come
to terms of composition and to obtain promises of immunity and then to
surrender the city to their yoke. And so, as the then military governor was at
the extremity of the province in the city of Corinth, and it had been expected
that he would come and defeat the nation of the Slavenes, since he had
received early intelligence of their assault from the nobles, the inhabitants
of the city resolved that a scout should first be sent to the eastern side
of the mountains and spy out and discover if the military governor were
in fact coming, and they instructed and gave a signal to their envoy, that
if he were to see the military governor coming, he should on his way back
dip the standard, so they might know of the coming of the military governor,
but if not, to hold the standard erect, so they might for the future not
expect the military governor to come. So the scout went off and found that
the military governor was not coming, and began to come back, holding
the standard erect. But, as it pleased God through the intercession of the
holy apostle Andrew, the horse slipped and the rider fell off and dipped
the standard, and the inhabitants of the city, seeing the signal given and
believing that the military governor was coming undoubtedly, opened the
gates of the city and sallied forth bravely against the Slavenes; and they
saw the first-called apostle, revealed to their eyes, mounted upon a horse
and charging upon the barbarians, yea, and he totally routed them and
scattered them and drave them far off from the city and made them to flee.
And the barbarians saw and were amazed and confounded at the violent
assault upon them of the invincible and unconquerable warrior and captain
and marshal, the triumphant and victorious first-called apostle Andrew,
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and were thrown into disorder and shaken, and trembling gat hold upon
them and they fled for refuge in his most sacred temple.

Now when the military governor arrived on the third day after the
rout and learnt of the victory of the apostle, he reported to the emperor
Nicephorus upon the onset of the Slavenes and the foraging and enslaving
and destroying and the plundering and all the other horrors which in their
incursion they had inflicted on the regions of Achaea; and also upon the
siege of many days and the sustained assault on the inhabitants of the
city; and in like manner upon the visitation and aid in battle and the rout
and the total victory won by the apostle, and how he had been seen revealed
to their eyes charging upon and pursuing the rear of the foe and routing
them, so that the barbarians.themselves were aware that the apostle had
visited us and was aiding us in the battle, and therefore had fled for refuge
to his hallowed temple. The emperor, learning of these things, gave orders
to this effect: «Since the rout and total victory were achieved by the apostle,
it is our duty to render to him the whole expeditionary force of the foe
and the booty and the spoils.» And he ordained that the foemen themselves,
with all their families and relations and all who belonged to them, and all
their property as well, should be set apart for the temple of the apostle
in the metropolis of Patras, where the first-called and disciple of Christ
had performed this exploit in the contest; and he issued a bull concerning
these matters in that same metropolis.

These things the older and more ancient narrated, handing them
down in unwritten tradition to them who lived in the after time, so that,
as the prophet says, the coming generation might know the miracle wrought
through the intercession of the apostle, and might rise up and declare it to
their sons, that they might not forget the benefits done by God through
the intercession of the apostle. And from that time the Slavenes who were
set apart in the metropolis have maintained like hostages the military
governors and the imperial agents and all the envoys sent from foreign
nations, and they have their own waiters and cooks and servants of all
kinds who prepare foods for the table; and the metropolis interferes in none
of these matters, for the Slavenes themselves collect the necessary funds
by apportionment and subscription among their unit. And Leo, too, the
ever-memorable and most wise emperor, issued a bull containing a detailed
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account of what these same persons who are ascribed to the metropolitan
are liable to provide, and forbidding him to exploit them or in any other way
to hurt them unjustly at hi