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Historical background

First relations after the Wolrd War II

Sino-Soviet split 1960

Looking for allies in an anti-Soviet strategy

Improved relations with Yugoslavia (1960), 

Romania (1964) and Greece (1986)

Neutral stance during the Yugoslavian wars, 



What is China doing in Southeast 

Europe ?

- Search for allies and 

diplomatic backing

Shared socialist past

A state centric approach

- Growing economical 

influence

Export oriented economy

Economic imperialism

Checkbook diplomacy

- Inclusion in a broader 

picture

Geographical significance of 

the region

Belt and Road Initiative

- The addition of soft 

power

Education

Media influence



The opportunity of Kosovo

2009 China enters a process before the ICJ, 

saying that sovereign states have « a right to 

prevent unilateral  secession and protect their 

integrity ».

Opportunity to dispute any independantist claims 

(Tibet, Xinjiang, Taïwan)

Getting diplomatic backing from Serbia (supports 

China’s position at the UN on question like Hong 

Kong)



China’s strategy

Taking adventage of the power vacuum

Equal footing with all states / State centric 

approach

Lack of considerations for investments (human 

rights, environment...)



China’s strategy

Washington 

consensus :

- Harsh neo liberalism

- Transparency

- Political liberalization

Beijing consensus :

- State capitalism

- Lack of transparency

- Political barganing

- Population control with tech



China’s strategy

State enterprises



China’s investments in the region

Mainly in infrastructure, telecommunication and 

energy

Piraeus Port, railway between Serbia and 

Hungary, highways in Serbia, Montenegro, 

Macedonia, Peljesac Bridge in Croatia

Thermal power plant in Serbia and Bosnia (Coal)

Lukewarm acceptance and pollution





Inclusion into a broader ambition

China-CEE (Cooperation between China and 

Central and Eastern european countries) known as 

14+1 in 2012

China’s Belt and 

Road initiative in 

2013



China’s Belt and Road



Diplomatic leverage

First chinese strategy evolution (Checkbook 

diplomacy)

Chairman of the Czech senate threatened

Debt-trap



China’s soft power

Confucius institutes

The Greek state news agency AMNA and Serbia’s 

Tanjug News Agency have had cooperation 

agreements with China

Reduced pollution

China’s soft power relies on its economy





Possible evolutions

Growing western influence / War in Ukraine

Cooperation with western institutions

Loss of influence and economic retaliations
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