5. THALES [THAL.]

Thales™ activity is situated at Miletus between the second
half of the seventh century and the first decades of the
sixth century BC. He is included in the canonical list of
the seven “Sages,” which goes back to an early date (P1b,
cf. R2-R4). Histories of philosophy often present him as
“the first philosopher,” largely because of the way in which
Aristotle introduces him in the Metaphysics, as the first
to have practiced a philosophy of “nature” (R9). But the
most ancient testimonia, notably those of Aristophanes
and Herodotus, rather suggest a multifaceted figure en-
gaged above all in politics and (especially hydraulic) engi-
neering. It is most likely that he left no writings behind,
as is suggested by the fact that already Aristotle seems to
have no direct knowledge of his ideas. A large number of
mathematical and scientific discoveries are attributed to
him by later authors, but it is usually difficult or impossible
to say whether, and if so to what extent, they really do go
back to him; in any case, we have put all these reports into
the section on Thales” reception (R13-R31). In general,
the distinction, maintained here as in the other chapters,
between doctrine and reception is more hypothetical in
the case of Thales than in most other ones.
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THALES [11 DK]

P
Chronology (P1)

P1 (< Al) Diog. Laert.
a 1.37-38

dnat 8 'AmoA\édwpos év Tois X povikots [FGrHist 244
F28] yeyevnofar avTov kata 10 wpdTOV €TOS TS TPL-
axootns méumtns! ‘'ONvumddos. érehebtmoe O érdw
éBSournkovra SkTd, 1, ws Swowkpdrns ¢noiv [Frag. 1
Giannattasio Andria], évevrkovra: Televrnoar yap émt
TS mEVTNKOOTTHS 0Ydéms *ONvumiddos, yeyovdra kata
Kpotoov [. . .].

1 réparrns] évdrns prop. Diels

b 1.22
kai TpdTOS oodos wvoudaltn dpxovros ‘A pymoL Aa-
paciov, kall ov kat ol émta cgodoi ékAninoav, ds

dnov Anunrpos 6 Paknpevs év TN TOV ApxovTwy
avaypady [Frag. 149 Wehrli].
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P
Chronology (P1)
P1 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

a

Apollodorus in his Chronicles says that he was born in the
first year of the 35th Olympiad [= 640/39].! He died at the
age of seventy-eight; or, as Sosicrates says, at ninety; for
he died during the 58th Olympiad [= 548/44], having lived
at the time of Croesus [. . .].2

1 Diels suggested correcting “35th” to “39th” (= 624/23).
2 A competing ancient chronology (A2, A8 DK) dated Thales
to the mid-eighth century BC.

b

And he was first called a “sage” when Damasius was ar-
chon in Athens [= 582/81]; it was during this time that the
Seven Sages were named, as Demetrius of Phalerum says
in his Catalog of the Archons [cf. R2-R4].
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Origins and Family (P2)

P2 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.22

v Toivvr 6 Oalis, ws uév ‘Hpddoros [cf. 1.170] kal
Aovpes [FGrHist 76 F74] kat Anudkperés [cf. ATOM.
P23-P26] daot, marpos uev ‘Efaudov, unrpos Oe
K\eoBovhivys, ék 1év Onhidaw,! of eiot Poivikes, -
vevéorator Tov dmo Kdduov kal Aynvopos. [ . .]
émoliToypadnfn &€ év MikiTe, 87€ NA\Oe ovv Netlew?
éxmea vt Powikms: ws & ol whelovs daoiv, iBayers
M\foos N kal yévovs haumpod.

1 Npheddv Bywater 2 varia mss., corr. Diels

Alleged Education in Egypt (P3-P5)

P3 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.27

3 \ \ S5 ~ / \ </ 3 L4
ovdels O0€ avTov kabnynoaro, ANy 6T eis Alyvrrov
J \ ~ 3 ~ /
éNOwv Tols lepetat ovrdLéTpuev.

P4 (All) Aét. 1.3.1 (Ps.-Plut.) [mrept apxodv i eiocw]

dhooodioas év Alydmre GAOev eis MiknTov mpe-
o Bvrepos.

P5 (All) Iambl. VP 12

/ 5 L4 ~ \ ~ 3
[.. .Jmporpébato eis Alyvrrov duamhevoar kal Tols év
Méudid kai Arooméher pakiora avuBalety tepevot
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Origins and Family (P2)
P2 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

Thales, as Herodotus, Duris, and Democritus [cf. R1] re-
port, had as father Examuas and as mother Cleobuline, of
the family of the Thelides, who are Phoenicians, the most
noble of the descendants of Cadmus and Agenor. [. ..] He
became a citizen of Miletus when he went there with Nei-
leus, who had been exiled from Phoenicia. But according
to what most authors report, he was of genuine Milesian
lineage and belonged to an illustrious family.

Alleged Education in Egypt (P3-P5)

P3 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

No one showed him the way, except that he went to Egypt
and spent time with the priests.

P4 (All) Aétius

After he had practiced philosophy in Egypt, he came to
Miletus as an old man.

PS5 (All) Iamblichus, Life of Pythagoras

[. . .] he exhorted him [i.e. Pythagoras] to sail to Egypt and
to spend time above all with the priests of Memphis and
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THALES

of Diospolis [i.e. Thebes]. For it was from them that he
himself had obtained what made most people regard him
as a sage.

See also PHER. P7

Disciple of Pherecydes, Like Pythagoras?
See PYTH. P13

The Engineer (P6)
P6 (> A6) Herodotus, Histories

When Croesus arrived at the river Halys, he got his army
across it, as I say for my part, on bridges that existed at the
time; but according to a report widespread among the
Greeks, it was Thales of Miletus who got them across for
him. For when Croesus could not figure out how to get his
army across the river (for they say that these bridges did
not yet exist at that time), they say that Thales, who was
present in the camp, made the river, which was flowing on
the left side of the army, flow on its right side too. And he
did this in the following way: he dug a deep canal in the
shape of a crescent beginning above the camp so that the
water, diverted in this way along the canal from its original
course, would flow around to the rear and then, once it
had passed the camp, would flow into its original bed. So
that as soon as the river had been split into two it became

fordable on both sides.
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The Political Advisor (P7—P8)

P7 (A4) Hdt. 1.170

\ ~

xXpnoTy) 0¢ kal wpiv 1) Sapbapnvar lwviny Oaléw
S5 \ / 3 / \ > / / 37/
avdpos Miknaiov éyévero, Ta avékabev yévos éévros

A A ~
Dotvikos, 0s €xéleve €v Bovlevripiov “lwvas éxti)-

\ \ @ ) /7 /7 \ V4 3

gfoi, 70 0¢ e€lvaw év Téw (Téwv yap péoov elva
Tovins), Tas 8¢ dA\\as wé\ias oikeouévas undev no-
oov vouileoOar katd mep €l dfuor €lev.

P8 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.25

dokel &€ kal év Tols mohiTikols dpiota BeBovievobad.
Kpotoov youv méupavros mpos Miknaoiovs émt ovu-
paxia ékolvoer omep Kvpov kparioavros éowoe
™ wohw [.. . = P11].

Prediction of a Solar Eclipse (P9-P10)
P9 (A5) Hdt. 1.74

/ / bl \ ¥ \ / ~ ¢ L4
dadépovat 8¢ o émi Loms Tov mONemov TH €kt Erer
ovuBolns yevouévms ocuMreElke @OOTE, TNS MAXNS
ovreoTewans, TNy Nuépny é€amivns vikTa yevéoBar.

\ \ \ / ~ L4 / ~ ¢
™y 0€ peralayny TavTny s Nuépns Oalns 6 M-
Ao tos Totot "lwot wponydpevoe éaealar, odpov mpo-
Oépevos éviavTov TovTov év TG O Kal éyévero M) pera-

Boh.

1 This solar eclipse occurred on May 28, 585 BC. It is uncer-
tain whether Thales possessed the means to predict it.
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The Political Advisor (P7-P8)

P7 (A4) Herodotus, Histories

Useful too [scil. like that of Bias of Priene], before the
destruction of Ionia, was that [i.e. advice] of Thales of
Miletus (who was Phoenician by descent). He urged that
the Ionians establish a single council, which should be
located in Teos (for Teos is in the middle of Ionia), and
that the other inhabited cities should be considered as
being nothing less than demes.

P8 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

And he seems to have given excellent advice in political
matters too. Indeed, when Croesus sent an embassy to the
Milesians to propose an alliance, he prevented it; and this
saved the city after Cyrus’ victory.!

1 Cyrus conquered Croesus and Lydia in the middle of the
sixth century BC.

Prediction of a Solar Eclipse (P9—-P10)

P9 (A5) Herodotus, Histories

After they [i.e. Alyattes and Cyaxares] had been waging
war inconclusively, it came to pass at an encounter in the
sixth year that just when they had engaged a battle, the day
was suddenly transformed into night. Thales of Miletus
had predicted to the Ionians that this transformation of
the day would take place, and he had determined before-
hand as the exact time the very year in which the change
actually took place.!
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P10 (A5) Clem. Alex. Strom. 1.65

Oalny &€ Evdnuos év Tals AoTpoloyikals ioToplats
[Frag. 143 Wehrli] v yevouévnr éxheww 1ov mhiov
wpoeurety Pmat, kall ovs xpovovs cuvnav maxmy
wpos aA\1N\ovs M1doi 1€ kai Avdol Baothevovros Kv-
afdpovs uev Tov AcTvdyovs matpos Mndwv, Alvdr-
Tov &€ Tov Kpoitoov Avdav [.. .] eiot &€ oi xpdror audi
™y vV "Olvumidda.

Married? (P11)

P11 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.25-26

[.. .=P8] kai avros! 8¢ dnow, ws Hpar\etdns ioTo-
pet [Frag. 45 Wehrli], wovipn avrov yeyovévar kai idi-
/ L4 \ \ ~ 3 \ \ / ¢\
aoTiv. €vior 8¢ kal ynuar avtov kai KvBiofov viov
axelw ol O€ dyauov uetvar, THs 0€ ddeAdns TOV viov

Oéodbac (.. .=Pl7a)l.

1 kaw av70s] KAYros Menagius

Attitude to Life (P12-P15)
Indifference to Human Affairs (P12—-P13)

P12 (A9) Plat. Theaet. 174a

[3Q.] domep kat Oalny acTpovouovvra [. . .] kal dvw
BAémovra, meadvta eis Ppéap, Oparra Tis Eupelns
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P10 (A5) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

Eudemus says in his History of Astronomy that Thales had
predicted the solar eclipse which took place at the time
when the Medes and the Lydians—Cyaxares, father of
Astyages, was reigning over the Medes, and Alyattes, son
of Croesus, over the Lydians—were joining battle with
one another [. . .] This happened around the 50th Olym-
piad [= 580/76].

See also R15-R18

Married? (P11)
P11 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

And yet he himself says, as Heraclides [scil. of Pontus]
reports, that he lived in solitude and as a private person.
Some say that he married and had a son named Cybisthus,
others that he remained a bachelor but adopted his sister’s
son [...].

Attitude to Life (P12-P15)
Indifference to Human Affairs (P12—P13)

P12 (A9) Plato, Theaetetus

Itis said [...] that Thales, while doing astronomy and look-
ing upward, fell into a well, and that a witty and charming
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\ / \ 5 ~ / ¢ \

kat xapieaoa Qepamavis amookdPar \éyerar ws Ta
\ bl 5 ~ ~ b / \ Y ¥

pev év ovpavd mpolvuolro €idévar, Ta & €éumpoolev
> ~ \ \ / / 3> /

avTod kal wapa mwédas Aavfdvor adTiv.

P13 (59 A30) Arist. EN 6.7 1141b2-8
8o [. . . cf. ANAXAG. P29] kai ®alny kai Tods ToLov-

A \ / 3 3/ ) (74

ToUs oodovs uev dpovipovs & oV dacw eivar, Stav
L4 ~ \ < ~
Owow dyvootvtas Ta ovudépovta €avrols, Kal

\ \ \ \ \ \ \ /
mepurTa pev kal Bovuaota kal xolema kal dawudvia
35 / 5 / L4 35 </ 3 \ 5 /
€ldévar adTovs daow, dxpnora &, 8t oV Ta avlpd-
mwa ayablla {nrovow.

Practicality (P14-P15)

P14 (Th 22 Wohrle) Plat. Rep. 10 600a

[2Q.] dAX’ ofa ) eis Ta €pya godoi avdpos molal
émivotaL Kal evunxavol €is Téxras 1 Twas dAlas 7pd-
/ </ > / / / ~ /
Eews NéyovTar, domep ad Odhew Te wépL Tov Miknoiov
\ 3 / ~ /
kat Avaxapotos Tov Skvbov;

P15 (< AlO) Arist. Pol. 1.11 1259a9-18

b4 / \ 3 ~ \ \ / ¢ b ~

dveldildvTwv yap avTd Sia TV Teviar ws dvwdelovs
~ /’ L4 / / 3 \

™S ¢dthoogodias ovons, karavonoavrd daocw avrov
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Thracian handmaiden made fun of him, saying that he was
eager to know what was in the sky but did not see what
was in front of him and at his feet.!

1 This anecdote, which may derive from Aesop (Fab. 40 Haus-
rath, 65 Chambry) and was destined to enjoy an enormous
success, is repeated and varied in a large number of texts (includ-
ing e.g. ANAXIMEN. Rlla; Diogenes Laertius 1.34; (Ps.P)-
Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies 1.1; etc.).

P13 (59 A30) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

That [scil. because wisdom is knowing what is most honor-
able by nature] is why people say that [. . .] Thales and
men like that are wise but not prudent, when they see
that they do not know what is advantageous for them-
selves; and they say that what they know is extraordinary
and marvelous and difficult and divine—but useless, since
they do not try to find what is good for humans.

Practicality (P14-P15)
P14 (# DK) Plato, Republic

[Socrates:] Or, as would be appropriate for the accom-
plishments of a wise man, are many ingenious inventions
for the arts or any other practical activities reported [scil.
for Homer] as they are for Thales of Miletus and Anachar-
sis the Scythian?

P15 (< A10) Aristotle, Politics

As people reproached him on account of his poverty, say-
ing that philosophy is useless, he is reported to have ascer-
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3 ~ \ 3 / 3 ~ 5 / L4
eE\adv popav éodouévmy ék TS aoTPONoYylas, €TL Xe€L-
JLOVOS OVTOS €VTOPNOoarTa XPNUAT®Y OAYywV AppPa-
~ ~ ~ 3 / ~ > /
Bavas dadovvar TV élatovpyiwv Tov T év Mt
\ / / 3 / / &/ 5 \
kat Xiwp mavtov, oAtyov mwobwoauevor ar ovfevos
émyBaAAovTos: émeldn) & 6 kalpds Nke, TOANNGY {n-
Tovuévay dua kal €€aidvms, éxurolfovvra 6v Tpdmov
NBovAero, Moo xpHpara gvléfavra émbetar 8T
paOLéy oL mhovTely Tols Pthoaddors, dv Bovhwrrad,
5 3 5 ~ 3 \ \ QA 4
aAN’ od ToUT éoTi mepl 6 amovddlova .

Apothegms and Other Sayings (P16—-P18)

P16 (< Al) Diog, Laert. 1.35
TGV T€ QOopuévar atTov TddE elvar

ov Tt Ta. oG €mrm) ppoviuny damredivaro 66€ar:
€v TL pdTeve oodov,

év 1L kedVOV aipov:

AMoes! yap avdpdv koTilwy

vyAdooas amepavrohdyovs. [SH 521]

1 §njoers Diels

P17 (< Al) Diog. Laert.
a 1.26

[.. . =P11] 8re kai épwrnlévra Sia Ti oV Tekvomolel,
\ / b ~ \ / </ ~ \
dia PpuhoTexviav elmety. kai Aéyovow St THS uUMTPOS
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tained on the basis of astronomy, while the winter was still
in its course, that there was going to be a large crop of
olives; with the little money he possessed, he paid depos-
its on all the olive-presses in Miletus and Chios, renting
them cheaply since no one was competing with him. When
the moment came, as all at once many people needed
them suddenly, he rented them out at as high a price as he
pleased and made a lot of money—thereby demonstrating
that it is easy for philosophers to become rich if they wish,
but that this is not what they are eager to do.

Apothegms and Other Sayings (P16—P18)!

1 Some of these sayings are also attributed to the Seven Sages
(cf. MOR. T35).

P16 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

Among his songs there are the following:

Many words do not manifest a sensible opinion.
Search for one thing: what is wise.

Choose one thing: what is good.

For you will undo the endlessly talking tongues
Of chattering men.

P17 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

a

[. . .] When he was asked why he did not have children, he
replied, “because of my love for children.” And they say
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5 4 > \ ~ L4 SQ / ’
avaykalobons avtov ynuai, é\eyev, ovdémrw kaipds.
elra, émedn) mapnPBnoer éykewpévrs, elmety, ovkétu
KoL pos.

b 1.33

"Epuemrmos & év tots Biows [Frag. 11 Wehrli] eis rotrov
35 / \ / < / \ /
avadéper TO AeySuevor VTS TWwr TEPL SWKPATOUS.
éPaoke yap, paci, TPV ToUTwY €veka XApLY ExEW TY)
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Id S (74 S \ \ 3> / / (74 -4 \
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ov BapBapos.

¢ 1.35-37

/ \ \ 5 / 5 ~ / /
Péperar 0€ kai damodpBéyuara avrot Tade wpeaPiTa-
Tov TOV OvTwy Bebs: ayévmrov ydp. kdA\ioTOV KO-
opos: woimpa yap Beov. uéyioTov Témos: dmwavra yap
XWPEL. TAXLOTTOV VoUs Ol TavTOS yap TPEXEL. Loxv-
poTaTOY AVAYKY' KPATEL YAp TAVTWV. OTOoPATATOV
XPOVOS' AVEVPLOKEL Yap TAVTA.

ovdev €dm Tov Bdvatov Sadépew Tov {Mr. oV odv,
L4 \ / 5 5 /’ (4 S/ 3 \
éPn Tis, dud Tl ovk dmobvokeis; 8Ti, €dPm, 0OV Sia-
bé pet.

[36] mpos Tov mvbouevov Tt wpdrepov yeyovor, vvé
N ¢ ’ 3 ’ L4 ~ ¢ ’ ’
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3 /’ / > \ 3 / \ S/ L]

NpdTNoé Tis avTov €l AMbov Beovs dvBpwmos adi-

~ 35 5 3 \ / L4 \ \ \

K@V AAN’ oUO€ diavoovuevos, €. TPOS TOV MOLYOV
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that when his mother tried to compel him to marry he
would say, “It is not yet the right time,” and then, as she
insisted when he was no longer young, “It is no longer the
right time.”

b

Hermippus in his Lives attributes to him what certain
people say about Socrates. For they say that he used to say
that he was grateful to fortune for three things: first, that
he was born a human being and not an animal; second,
that he was born a man and not a woman; and third, that
he was born a Greek and not a barbarian.

C

The following sayings of his are also reported: “The oldest
of beings is god; for he is unborn.” “The most beauti-
ful thing is the world; for it was made by god.” “The big-
gest thing is place; for it contains everything.” “The fastest
thing is mind; for it races through everything.” “The stron-
gest thing is necessity; for it rules over everything.” “The
wisest thing is time; for it discovers everything.”

He said that death is not at all different from life.
Someone said, “Then why don’t you die?” He answered,
“Because there is no difference.”

[36] To the man who wanted to know which came
about earlier, night or day, he replied, “Night, earlier by a
day.”

Someone asked him whether a man escapes the notice
of the gods if he commits injustice; he answered, “not even

225



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY II

€pouevov €L oudon! uin weunovxevkévar, ov xetpov, €dm,
porxeias €mopkia;?
bl \ / 4 L4 \ 3 \ ~ /
épwrnlels Tt dvokolov, €dm, TO éavTov yrdvar Ti
\ S/ \ 3/ 4 / / (4 \ 5
d¢ evkohov, 70 dAN\w Vmoléobar Ti MdioTOV, TO émML-
Tvyxavew: 1t 70 Betov, TO uNTE ApXMY €XOV UNTE TE-
Aevtnv. 7L Oé kawov €lm Teleauévos €pn yépovra
TOpavvov.
~ b4 3 / [ / b ] \ bl \
TOS AV TIS aTvXiav pacTa Pépot, €L Tovs éxlpovs
~ ~ N 3,
X€etpov mpdoaovras BAémor mwds dv dpioTa kal Sukat-
’ ’ 3\ A ~ 3/ 3 ~ 5 \
orata Bidoaruer, éav 4 TOLs AANOLS ETLTLUOMLEY, AVTOL
\ ~ / 5> / ¢ \ \ ~ ¢ /
un Spduer [37] Tis eddaipwy, 6 70 uev odpa Vyus,
\ 3,
TV 0€ Yuxmi3 ebmopos, Ty &€ pvouw? edmaidevros.
dihwv TapovTwv kat amévTev pepvnobal pnoe wur)
™y oY kal\wwileocfar, dA\a Tois émrndedmacw
elvar kalov.
u7) mhovrel, pnoi, kakds, undé daBalrérw oe Né-
YOS TPOS TOUS TLOTEWS KEKOLVWVMKOTAS.
4 N ~ ~
oUs AV €pavovs €lTevéykns, Gmnai, Tols Yyovevow,
TOUS adTOVS TPOTOEXOV Kal Tapa TOV TéKvwy.

' udanermss., corr. Roeper 2 itainterpunsit Sternbach
3 Yy BP' (Q): Toxmv FP° 4 ¢pvow BP' (Q): Yuxw FP°
d 1.40

/’ 3 \ \ ~ / [74 3 / 3
TovTov éoTwv 70 vl oavrov, omep Avriolévns év
Tals Awadoxats ®Pyuovéns eivai ¢nyow [FGrHist 508
F3], ééwdomronaactar d¢ avro Xilwva.

226



THALES

if he intends to.” And to the adulterer who asked whether
he should swear that he had not committed adultery, he
answered, “Is not perjury worse than adultery?”

Asked what is difficult, he answered, “to know oneself”;
what is easy, “to give advice to someone else”; what is most
pleasant, “to have success”; what is divine, “that which has
neither beginning nor end”; what was the most unheard
of thing he had seen, he said, “an old tyrant.”

How one could most easily endure misfortune? “If one
sees one’s enemies doing worse.” How we could live best
and most justly? “If we do not do ourselves what we blame
others for doing.” [37] Who is happy? “He who is healthy
in body, resourceful in spirit, well trained in nature.”

He says that we should remember our friends, be they
present or absent; not to beautify our appearance, but to
be beautiful in what we do.

He says, “Do not enrich yourself dishonestly, nor let
any utterance set you against those who share your trust.”

He says, “The very same favors that you did for your
parents, expect them from your children too.”

d

To him belongs the saying “Know yourself,” which Antis-
thenes in his Successions attributes to Phemonoé, saying
that Chilon appropriated it for himself.
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P18 (< A19) Apul. Flor. 18

“[. . .] satis [. . .] mihi fuerit mercedis [. . .] si id quod a
me didicisti cum proferre ad quosdam coeperis, sibi non
adsciveris, sed eius inventi me potius quam alium reper-
torem praedicaris.”

Death (P19)

P19 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.39

(4 ] ol \ 5 / 5 ~ /

0 0 0DV Tgodos éreheiTnoer dydva Bedpevos yvuve-
\ < / /’ \ / \ bl / L4
KOV V6 T€ kavuatos kal Otpovs kal dofevelas, 107

/
ynpads.

Statue (P20)

P20 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.34 (< Lobon Frag, 1 Garulli]
[. . . =R8] émvyeypddfar & avrov émi Ti)s elkdvos T6O€:

T6v8e Oalny Mikntos ‘Tas Opélac’ avédelev
aoTPoNdywv mavTwv mwpeo BuTaTtov oodiy.
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P18 (< A19) Apuleius, Florida

[to Mandrolytus of Priene, who offered to pay him what-
ever he wished for teaching him the calculation of the
sun’s orbit, cf. R13:] “It would be an adequate recom-
pense for me [. . .] if, when you begin to tell people what
you have learned from me, you do not attribute it to your-
self but declare that I am the author of this discovery
rather than anyone else.”

Death (P19)
P19 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

This sage died while he was observing an athletic compe-
tition, because of the heat, thirst, and his weakness, when
he was already old.

Statue (P20)

P20 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[. . .] [Scil. Lobon says that] his statue bears the following
inscription:

Ionian Miletus nursed this man, Thales, and revealed
him
As the most venerable of all astronomers in
wisdom.

Iconography (P21)

P21 (# DK) Richter I, pp. 82-83 and Figures 321-25;
Richter-Smith, pp. 209-10 and Figures 171-72; Koch,

“TIkonographie,” in Flashar, Bremer, Rechenauer (2013),
1.1, pp. 217-19.
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D

Thales (Probably) Left Behind
No Writings (D1-D2)

D1 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.23

\ / \ / / 5 /
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= R6).

D2 (< Th 184 Wohrle) Gal. In. Hipp. Nat. hom. 1.27 (=
p. 37.9-11 Mewaldt)

24 ~ 5 J4 ~ ’ ) \
[.. .] 67¢ Balns amedivaro orovxetov uovov eivar 70
Vdwp, ék Tvyypduuaros adTod Oewkvivar ok €Xouev,
> o ¢/ \ ~ /
aA\’ Ouws ATaoct KaL TOUTO TETLTTEVTAL.

Water as the Principle (D3-D4)

D3 (< Al2) Arist. Metaph. A3 983b18-22
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D

Thales (Probably) Left Behind
No Writings (D1-D2)
D1 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

According to some, he did not leave behind a written trea-
tise [. . .].

D2 (# DK) Galen, Commentary on Hippocrates’ On the
Nature of Man

[. . .] we are not able to demonstrate on the basis of a
treatise by Thales that he declared that water was the only
element, even if this is what everyone believes.

Water as the Principle (D3-D4)
D3 (< Al2) Aristotle, Metaphysics

However, not all [scil. of those earliest philosophers who
assert that things comes from a substrate] say the same
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70 aUTO TAvTes Aéyovow, alla Oalys uev [.. .=R9]
Vowp Pnoiv €lvar (60 kal Ty ynv éd’ VOatos dmedn-
vato elvar) [.. .= R32al.

D4 (< Th 210 Wéhrle) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 1.1

[. . . = R12] oUros €dm apxmy ToU mawvTos €lvar kal
/ \ </ 3 \ 3 ~ \ / /
7é\os 7O VOwp. ék yap avTod To wAvTa ovrioTaofal
/ \ / / bl / /
myvvpérov kal walw OSavieuévov émpépeabfal Te
aUT® TA TAVTA, GG 0D KAl TELTMUOVS KAL TVEVUATWV
ovoTpodas kal AoTpwy kuwaets yiveolad (.. .=R39].

The World (D5)

D5 (A13b) Aét. 2.1.2 (Ps.-Plut.) [mept ko pov)

Oal7s kai ol am avTOD €va TOV KOO OV,
The Heavenly Bodies (D6)

D6 (Al7a) Aét.

a 2.13.1 (Ps.-Plut.) [7is 7 ovota 7@V doTpwv mAavnTOV
kal amhovav]

Oalijs yewddn uév éumvpa 8¢ Ta doTpa.

b 2.20.9 (Stob.) [mept ovotas MAiov]
@al)s yeoedn TOv 1Atov.
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thing regarding the number and the kind of a principle of
this sort. But Thales [. . .] says it is water (and it is for this
reason that he declared that the earth rests upon water)

[...].

D4 (# DK) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

[. . .] He said that the beginning of everything and its end
is water. For it is out of this that all things are formed,
when it solidifies and liquefies in turn,! and all things rest
upon it, and it is also from this that earthquakes, concen-
trations of winds, and the motions of the stars come [. . .].

1 This explanation seems more like reconstruction (of Aristo-
telian origin) than information.

The World (D5)
D5 (A13b) Aétius

Thales and those who follow him: there is [scil. only] one
world.

The Heavenly Bodies (D6)
D6 (Al7a) Aétius

a

Thales: the stars are made of earth, but they are on fire.

b

Thales: the sun is made of earth.
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The Earth (D7-D8)

D7 (< Al4) Arist. Cael. 2.13 294a28-32

of & ép vVdaros keloBar. TovTOV Yyap dpxaiéTATOV
mapel\ipauer Tov ANéyov, 6v pacw eimety Oakny Tov
M\nowov, ws dta 70 TAwTHY €lvar uévovoav GamTep
&EO\ov M 7L TolovTOV €T€pov (kal yap ToUTwy ém aépos
uev ovbév méduke pévew, aAN’ éd’ vdatos) [. . . =

R33a].

D8 (< Al5) Sen. Quaest. nat. 3.14

ait enim terrarum orbem aqua sustineri et vehi more
navigii mobilitateque eius fluctuare, tum quum dicitur
tremere. non est ergo mirum si abundat humor ad flumina
fundenda, quum mundus in humore sit totus.

The Flooding of the Nile (D9)

D9 (A16)Aét.4.1.1(Ps.-Plut.) [mept Nethov avaBdaoews]

@alns Tovs érmoias avéuovs olerar mréovtas TN Ai-
YUt avtumrpoodmovs ématpew Tov Nethov Tov 6ykov
dwa 70 Tas ékpods avTol T WapodNoEL TOD AvTL-
maprkovTos weNdyovs avakomTeofa.
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The Earth (D7-D8)
D7 (< Al4) Aristotle, On the Heavens

The others say that it [i.e. the earth] rests on water. For
the most ancient explanation that has come down to us,
which theysay that Thales of Miletus stated, is that it stays
put because it floats like wood or something else of this
sort (for by nature none of these things stays put in the air,
but rather on water) [. . .].

D8 (< Al5) Seneca, Natural Questions

For he says that the terrestrial globe rests upon water and
moves like a boat and fluctuates by reason of its mobility
when there is what is called an earthquake. So it is not
surprising if there is an abundant quantity of fluid that

pours forth as streams, since the whole world is located in
a fluid.

The Flooding of the Nile (D9)

D9 (A16) Aétius

Thales thinks that the Etesian winds that blow upon Egypt
in the opposite direction raise the Nile’s bulk because its
outflow is driven back by the swelling of the sea which
comes to meet it.!

1 Herodotus 2.20 mentions this theory without attributing it
to anyone.
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Souls and Divinities (D10-D11)

D10 (< A22) Arist. An. 1.5 411a7-8

[.. .] ®alns @by mdvra mAnpy Oedv elvad.

D11
a (A22) Arist. An. 1.2 405a19-21
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b (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.24

[.. .= R37] Apiororé\ns [D11a] 8é kai “Inrmias [HIP-
PIAS D23] ¢aoiv adtov kal dfixors ueradidévar
Yuxi)s, Tekpuarpduevor ék s Aibov s payviridos
katl ToU NAEKTPov.
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Souls and Divinities (D10-D11)
D10 (< A22) Aristotle, On the Soul
[. . .] Thales thought that all things are full of gods.!
1 Cf. Plato, Laws 899b.
See also R34a

D11
a (A22) Aristotle, On the Soul

Thales too seems, from what is reported, to have thought
that the soul is something that moves, for he says that the
stone [i.e. the magnet] has a soul, given that it moves iron.

b (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[. . .] Aristotle and Hippias say that he attributed a soul to
inanimate beings too, judging from the evidence of the
magnet and of amber.
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R

Earliest Testimonies to His Fame
Xenophanes, Heraclitus, Herodotus,
and Democritus (R1)

R1 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.23
[.. .= R15] 8fev avrov kai Eevoddrms kai ‘Hpédoros
Aavudle. paprvpel 8 avrd kal ‘Hpdklettos kal An-
JLOK PLT OS.

Hippias
See THAL. D11b

Aristophanes

See DRAM. T13-T14
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R

Earliest Testimonies to His Fame
Xenophanes, Heraclitus, Herodotus,
and Democritus (R1)

R1 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[. . .] That is why Xenophanes and Herodotus [cf. P2, P6,
P7, P9] admire him. Heraclitus [cf. HER. D26] and De-
mocritus [cf. THAL. P2] also bear witness to him.

Hippias
See THAL. D11b

Aristophanes

See DRAM. T13-T14
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From the Sage to the Theoretician (R2-R4)

R2 (< Th 20 Wohrle) Plat. Prot. 343a
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Xihwv.

R3 (Th 110 Wohrle) Plut. Sol. 3.8.1-3 80B-C
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R4 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.34
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Alleged Writings (R5-RS8)

RS (< All) Flav. Jos. Apion. 1.2
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From the Sage to the Theoretician (R2-R4)

R2 (# DK) Plato, Protagoras

[Protagoras:] To such men [scil. those capable of making
laconic pronouncements] belonged Thales of Miletus, Pit-
tacus of Mytilene, Bias of Priene, our own Solon, Cleobu-
lus of Lindos, Myson of Chenae, and people say that the
seventh among them was Chilon of Sparta [cf. MOR.
T35].

R3 (# DK) Plutarch, Solon

And in general it seems that at that time only Thales’
wisdom, by reason of its theoretical aspect, went beyond
practical necessity: the others [scil. of the Seven Sages]
possess the name of wisdom from their excellence in pol-
itics.

R4 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

Timon too knows of him as an astronomer, and he praises
him in his Mockeries (Silloi), saying,

As, among the Seven Sages, Thales the sage
<practiced astronomy> [. . .].

See also P1b

Alleged Writings (R5-RS8)
R5 (< All) Flavius Josephus, Against Apion

Everyone agrees unanimously that the first Greeks who
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R6 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.23
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philosophized about celestial phenomena and divine mat-
ters, like [. . .] Thales, [. . .] wrote only very little; these
writings seem to the Greeks to be the most ancient ones
of all, and they can scarcely believe that they were written

by them.

R6 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[. . .] for the Nautical Astronomy attributed to him is said
to be by Phocus of Samos. [. . .] But according to other
people he wrote only two works, On the Solstice and On
the Equinox, for he was of the opinion that everything else
was impossible to know.

R7 (< B1) Plutarch, On the Pythian Oracles

[. . .] if Thales really did write the Astronomy that is at-
tributed to him.

R8 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[. . .] Lobon of Argos says that what was written by him
about astronomy amounts to two hundred lines |[. . .].

See also R44
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The Science of Nature (R9-R12)

R9 (< Al2) Arist. Metaph. A3 983b20-21

[.. .= D3] OaAijs uev 6 s TotavTys apxnyos dilo-
agodias [.. . = R32a].

R10 (< B1) Simpl. In Phys., p. 23.29-32
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R12 (< Th 210 Wéhrle) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 1.1
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The Initiator of the Ionian Line of
Descent of Greek Philosophy

See DOX. T20, T21
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The Science of Nature (R9-R12)

R9 (< Al2) Aristotle, Metaphysics
[. . .] Thales, the founder of this sort of philosophy [i.e. the

one that asserts that things derive from one or more prin-
ciples that serve as their substrate] [. . .].

R10 (< B1) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Phys-
ics

Thales is reported to have been the first to reveal the study
of nature to the Greeks; many others had preceded him,
as is the view of Theophrastus too, but he was far superior
to them so that he eclipsed all his predecessors.

R11 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

After having engaged in politics, he devoted himself to the
observation of nature. [. . .] And he was the first to speak
about nature as well, according to some people.

R12 (# DK) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Here-
sies

They say that Thales of Miletus, one of the Seven Sages,
was the first to make an attempt at natural philosophy.

The Initiator of the Ionian Line of
Descent of Greek Philosophy

See DOX. T20, T21
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Scientific Discoveries Attributed to
Thales (R13-R31)
A General Catalog (R13)

R13 (< A19) Apul. Flor: 18

Thales Milesius ex septem illis sapientiae memoratis viris
facile praecipuus (enim geometricae penes Graios primus
repertor et naturae certissimus explorator et astrorum
peritissimus contemplator) maximas res parvis lineis
repperit: temporum ambitus, ventorum flatus, stellarum
meatus, tonitruum sonora miracula, siderum obliqua cur-
ricula, solis annua reverticula: itidem lunae vel nascentis
incrementa, vel senescentis dispendia, vel delinquentis
obstiticula. idem sane iam proclivi senectute divinam
rationem de sole commentus est; quam equidem non
didicimodo, verum etiam experiundo comprobavi: quoties
sol magnitudine sua circulum, quem permeat, metiatur.
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Scientific Discoveries Attributed to
Thales (R13—R31)!
A General Catalog (R13)

1 Among the many other discoveries attributed to Thales are
the armillary sphere (Cicero, On the Republic 1.22), the solstices
(Heron, Definitions 138.11 = Eudemus, Frag. 145 Wehrli), and
the phases of the moon and the equinoxes (Eusebius, Evangelical
Preparation 10.14.10).

R13 (< A19) Apuleius, Florida

Thales of Miletus, the most preeminent by far of those
Seven famous for their wisdom—indeed, he was the first
among the Greeks to discover geometry, and was an un-
erring investigator of nature and a most experienced ob-
server of the stars—discovered the greatest things by
means of small lines: the procession of the seasons, the
blowing of the winds, the course of the stars, the prodi-
gious sounds of thunderclaps, the slanting trajectory of the
stars, the yearly reversion of the sun; and so too the in-
creases of the moon when it waxes, its decreases when it
wanes, the obstacles when it is eclipsed. The same man,
though already in advanced old age, invented a divine cal-
culation with regard to the sun, which I not only learned
but have also confirmed by experiment: it measures the
orbit that the sun follows as a multiple of the sun’s magni-
tude.
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Astronomical Discoveries (R14-R25)
Trajectory and Size of the Sun (R14)

R14 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.24

~ \ \ \ > \ ~ 3 \ \ /
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1 suppl. Diels

The Solar Eclipse (R15-R18)

R15 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.23
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R16 (< Al17) Theon Sm. Exp., p. 198.14-18
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Astronomical Discoveries (R14—-R25)
Trajectory and Size of the Sun (R14)

R14 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

He was the first to discover the trajectory from one tropic
to the other, and according to some people the first to
declare that the size of the sun <is the 720th part of the
solar circle, and the size of the moon» is the 720th part of
the lunar one.

The Solar Eclipse (R15-R18)
R15 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

Some people are of the view that he was the first to do
astronomy and to predict solar eclipses and solstices, as
Eudemus says in his History of Astronomy.

R16 (< Al7) Theon of Smyrna, Mathematics Useful for
Understanding Plato (extract from Dercyllides)

Eudemus reports in his Astronomy [. . .] that Thales [scil.
was the first to discover] the eclipse of the sun and the fact
that the periodicity of its revolutions is not always equal.
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R17 (Th 91 Wéhrle) Aristarch. Samius in Comm. in Od.
20.156 (P.Oxy. 3710 Col. 2.36-43; vol. 53 [1986], 96-97,
ed. Haslam)

8L év vovunriar ai éxhetPets dnholt] | ‘Apiorapyos 6
Sault]os ypadwr édn tel 0 peév Oalijs o1 éxhetmew
Tov MA[i]lov oceAnvms émimpoofer avran yevlouévys,
onueovué(vns c. 6] . . . s | nuépas, év N moelTan
™ éyhewn, | N[v] oi peév Tprakdda kalovow o[i] O¢
vovlunviav.

R18 (< Al7a) Aét. 2.24.1 (Ps.-Plut.) [mept éxAetfews
NAtov]

Oalns TpdTOS €1 éxkhetmew TOV MAwov TNS OENNYMS
avTOV VTEPpXOméVTSs kaTa kdBeTov, ovoms dioel yew-
dovs- BAémeaBar 8é TovTO KaTOTTPLkDS! VmoTfeuéve
¢ dilokao.

1 verbum obscurum et fortasse corruptum

The Light of the Moon (R19)

R19 (A17b) Aét. 2.28.5 (Stob.) [mept PwTioudy oe-
AMvms]

Oalns mpdTOS €pn Vmo Tov MAiov dwrilecbBar THY
oe\nvy.
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R17 (# DK) Aristarchus of Samos in an anonymous com-
mentary on Homer’s Odyssey

The fact that eclipses take place at the new moon is ex-
plained by Aristarchus of Samos, who writes, “Thales said
that the sun is eclipsed when the moon comes to be lo-
cated in front of it, the day on which it produces the
eclipse (some people call this day ‘the thirtieth’ and others
‘the new moon’) being marked [. . .].”

R18 (¢ Al17a) Aétius

Thales was the first to say that an eclipse of the sun occurs
when the moon, which by nature is made of earth, passes
perpendicularly beneath it; this is seen in the manner of a
mirror (?), when the disk comes to be placed under it.

The Light of the Moon (R19)

R19 (A17b) Aétius

Thales was the first to say that the moon is illuminated by
the sun.!

1 This is a typical case of honorific attribution. In fact, the
discovery belongs to Parmenides (PARM. D28).
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Other Heavenly Bodies (R20-R22)

R20 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.23
Kal\ipayos & adrov oldev evperyy 1)s dpkTov TNS

pkpds Aéywv €v tots lTauBois ovTws-

\ ~ < / 3 / /
kal Tis apdéns ééyero arabunoacto
T70US aoTepiakovs, 11 whéovot Potvikes

[Frag. 191.54-55 Pfeiffer]

R21 (A18) Plin. Nat. hist. 18

occasum matutinum Vergiliarum Hesiodus (nam huius
quoque nomine exstat Astrologia) tradidit fieri, quum
aequinoctium autumni conficeretur [Frag. 290 Merkel-
bach-West], Thales vigesimo quinto die ab aequinoctio

R22 (B2) Schol. in Arat. 172, p. 369.24
Oalis [. . .] OVo avras eimev elvou, Ty uév Béperov

A N s
™mv 86 voTLov.

Zones of the Heavens (R23)

R23 (Al3c) Aét. 2.12.1 (Ps.-Plut.) [wepi Siarpéoews ov-

pavov]

Oalns [. . .] peuepicBar ™y 70U TAVTOS OVPAVOD
odatpav els kKUKAOVS TEVTE, OVTTLVAS T POTAYOPEVOVTL
lovas [. . .].
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Other Heavenly Bodies (R20-R22)
R20 (< Al) Callimachus in Diogenes Laertius

Callimachus knows of him as the discoverer of the Great
Bear, for he speaks in his Iambs as follows:

And he was said to have numbered the little stars
Of the Great Bear, by means of which the
Phoenicians navigate.

R21 (A18) Pliny, Natural History

Hesiod (for an Astronomy is also extant under his name)
reports that the moming setting of the Pleiadestakes place
at the autumnal equinox, Thales twenty-five days after the
equinox [. . .].

R22 (B2) Scholia on Aratus’ Phaenomena

Thales [. . .] said that there are two of them [i.e. the Hya-
des], the northern one and the southern one.

Zones of the Heavens (R23)

R23 (< Al3c) Aétius

Thales [. . .]: the sphere of the whole of heaven is divided
into five circles, which they [i.e. besides Thales, Pythago-
ras and his disciples] call zones.
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Position of the Earth (R24)

R24 (A15) Aét. 3.11.1 (Ps.-Plut.) [mept Géoews y7s]

ot amo Oalew Ty ynv puéomr [.. . = XEN. D43].

Division of the Year (R25)

R25 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.27

TAS T€ DPAS TOV €VAVTOU PAT LY AVUTOV EVPELY KAl €LS
/ / / / ~
Tplakooias é€nkovra mévre Nuépas Sielely.

Geometrical Discoveries (R26—R31)
Theorems and Demonstrations (R26—R30)

R26 (A20) Procl In Eucl. Prop. 15, theor. 8 (299.1-5
Friedlein)

~ / \ /’ / (74 / 5 ~
TovTO Tolvwy 70 Bedpmypa Oetkvvaw, 61L Vo evfeldv
5 / ~ ¢ \ \ / Ll4 5
aAA\as TEUVOVO RV ai KaTd KOPUdNY Yywrial (oal €L-
otv, evpnuévor pév, ws ¢maiv Eddnuos [Frag. 135
Wehrli], vwo @alov wpdrov [. . .].

R27 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.24-25

/ b / ~ / \
mapa 1€ Aivyvrtiov yewperpew palovra ¢mot Iap-
/ ) ~ / / \
¢l [Frag. 1 Cagnazzi] mpdrov kataypaar kvkAov 70
/ 3 /’ \ ~ ~ ¢ \
Tptywvov dploywviov, kat Bvoar Bovv. oi 8¢ Ivba-
/ / G 3 5 / 3 /
Yépav daciv, dv éoTw AmoA\édwpos 6 AoyioTikds.
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Position of the Earth (R24)
R24 (A15) Aétius

The followers of Thales: the earth is in the center [. . .].

Division of the Year (R25)
R25 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

They say that he was the one who discovered the seasons
of the year and divided it into 365 days.

Geometrical Discoveries (R26—-R31)
Theorems and Demonstrations (R26-R30)

R26 (A20) Proclus, Commentary on the First Book of
Euclid’s Elements

Thus this theorem demonstrates that when two straight
lines intersect one another, the corresponding angles are
equal, a discovery, as Eudemus says, first made by Thales

[...]

R27 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

Pamphilé says that after he leammed geometry from the
Egyptians, he was the first to inscribe a right triangle in a
circle, and that he sacrificed a bull [scil. in celebration].
Others, including Apollodorus the arithmetician, say that
it was Pythagoras [cf. PYTH. ¢ D7a].
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R28 (A20) Procl. In Eucl. Prop. 6, theor. 2 (250.20-251.2
Friedlein)

7@ uev ovv Baly) 7@ maka® TOANGY T€ AANNwY €Vpé-
gews €veka kal TovdOe Tov Bewpnuartos xdpts. Néyerar
yap On TPpdTOS éketvos émoTHOAL KAl €lTELy, WS dpa
TavTOS Loookelovs at wpos 77 Paocel ywviaw oo €i-
oiv, dpxaitkadTEpoy O Tas loas ouoias TpooeLpnKévad.

R29 (A20) Procl. In Eucl. Prop. 26, theor. 17 (352.14-18
Friedlein)

Eddnuos 0¢ év Tals Tewperpikalis ioropias [Frag. 134
Wehrli] etcs ®alnv Tov70 avayew 70 fedpnua. v yap

~ > / / 5 / 35 G /
Tov év BaldrTy mhoiwv amboTacw 8 oV Tpdmov
daciv adrov Sewvivar ToUTw wpooxpnolal Pnow
avayKa.tov.

R30 (A20) Procl. In Eucl. Def. 17 (157.10-11 Friedlein)

\ \ 3 ~ \ / < \ ~

70 uév odv Suyortometafar TOV KkUkAov VmoO ThHS Oua-
/ ~ ~ 3 ~ b ~ /

pérpov mpdrov Oalny éketvov dmodetéai daow .. .].
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R28 (A20) Proclus, Commentary on the First Book of
Euclid’s Elements

We are indebted to ancient Thales for the discovery,
among many other ones, in particular of the following
theorem. For they say that he was the first to understand
and to state that the angles at the base of every isosceles
triangle are equal, even though he used the archaic ex-
pression “similar” for “equal.”?

1 Diels infers from this passage that Proclus or Eudemus was
making use of a mathematical text that was attributed to Thales.

R29 (A20) Proclus, Commentary on the First Book of
Euclid’s Elements

Eudemus in his History of Geometry assigns this theorem
[i.e. the equality of two triangles of which one side and the
two neighboring angles are equal] to Thales. For he says
that the method by which they say that he demonstrated
the distance of ships on the sea requires that one make use
of it.

R30 (A20) Proclus, Commentary on the First Book of
Euclid’s Elements

They say that the celebrated Thales was the first to dem-
onstrate that a circle is divided into two by its diameter

[...].
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The Measurement of the Pyramids (R31)

R31

a (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.27

6 8¢ ‘Tepdvvuos [Frag. 40 Wehrli] kai éxuerpnoai ¢n-
ow adTov Tas mupauidas €k THS OKds, TAPATNPN-
oavra 0T€ MUY tooueyélns éotiv.

b (A21) Plin. Nat. hist. 36.82

mensuram altitudinis earum deprehendere invenit Thales
Milesius umbram metiendo qua hora par esse corpori
solet.

c (A21) Plut. Sept. Sap. Conv. 2 147A

v Baktnpiav ornoas émt 7@ TEPATL TS TKLAS TNV 1)
mvpauls €molel, yevouévwv 1Y) émadn s dkTivos Ov-
€l Tprydvwv €deifas, 6v 1) okid TPOS THY TKLAY NO-
yov eixe, Ty mupauida wpos Ty BakTnpiav éovoav.

Aristotle’s Reconstructions and Criticisms of
Thales” Arguments (R32—-R34)

R32
a (< Al2) Arist. Metaph. A3 983b25-984a3

[...=D3] AaBwv tows Ty vmoAnuww TadTy ék TOU
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The Measurement of the Pyramids (R31)
R31

a (< Al) Hieronymus in Diogenes Laertius

Hieronymus says that he also measured [scil. the height
of] the pyramids exactly on the basis of their shadow, by
waiting for the moment when it [i.e. our shadow] has the
same size as we do.

b (A21) Pliny, Natural History

Thales of Miletus discovered how to take their [i.e. the
pyramids’] measure by measuring their shadow at the
hour when it is equal to [scil. the height of] the body.

¢ (A21) Plutarch, The Dinner of the Seven Wise Men

You [i.e. Thales] placed a stick at the edge of the shadow
which the pyramid made, and as two triangles were
formed by contact with the sunbeam, you demonstrated
that the pyramid is in the same ratio to the stick as the
shadow of the one was to the shadow of the other.

Aristotle’s Reconstructions and Criticisms of
Thales” Arguments (R32—-R34)

R32
a (< Al2) Aristotle, Metaphysics
[. . .] Perhaps he had derived this assumption [cf. D3]
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V4 ~ \ \ 0l \ b \
TAVTWY OPAV TNV TPOPNY Vypar oVoav Kol aUTO TO
\ b ] / / \ / ~ \ > b ]
Beppov éx TodTov yryvduevor kai TovTe (dv (16 & €€
G / ~ > 3 \ b ] \ / / \
oy ‘yiyveraw, TovT éoTlv ApXM TAVTwr)—Od TE Om
~ \ [4 / \ / \ \ \ /
ToUT0 TNV VTOAnY AaBav TavTny Kal O TO TAVTWY
\ / \ / (4 \ 3/ \ y ¢ 3 \
Ta omépuara v pvow vypav éxew 16 & Vdwp dpXT)
~ / ~ ~ \ A \
™s Pvoews éoTi Tols Vypols. elol O€ Tives ol kal TOVS
\ ~ ~ \
TAUTANALOVS KAl TONV TPO TNS VUV YEVETEWS KAl
mpaTovs Beokhoynoavras oUTws otovrar wept NS PU-
¢ ~ 3 / \ \ \ 5 /
oews vmolafetv. "Qkeavov T€ yap kar Tnbov émoin-
~ / / \ \ ¢ ~ ~
oav TS yevéoews maTépas, kaiL TOv Opkov Tov Bedv
[J/ b ] ~ ~
VOwp, ™Y kalovuévmy Vm avTdY STUYa TOV mTOLN)-
~ \ \ ¢
Tov! TyuaTator puev yap 10 mpeoBirarov, Spkos b€
\ V4 \ 3 / 4 \
TO TLULOTATOV €TTLV. €L LEV ODV APXALA TLS QUTN Ko
\ / s \ ~ / / / 5
malao. TeTVXMKEY ovoa TEPL TS Pvoews 06€a, Tdx
av ddnlov eim, Oalns uévror N\éyerar oVTws dmodn-
\ ~ V4 /
vaofar mept NS TPOTYS aiTias.

1 70v mowmrav secl. Christ

b (< Th 191 Wohrle) Alex. In Metaph. A3, p. 26.16-18

5 / \ < / 4 5 / » 5 \ \
elkéTws 70 “Néyerar ovTws amodivacfar™ ovdev yap
’ Y ~ ’ > ? \ ’
wpodépeTar avTov avyypapuua, €€ o Tis To BéLaiov
© ~ ~ ~ \ b ~
é€eL Tov TavTa Aéyeobar TovTOV TOV TPOTOV VT AUTOD.
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from seeing that what nourishes all things is moist and that
what is warm itself comes from this [i.e. water] and lives
because of it (and what things come about from is the
principle of all things)—it is for this reason then that he
had this idea, and also from the fact that the seed of all
things has a moist nature; and for things that are moist,
water is the principle of their nature. But there are some
people who think that those who spoke about the gods in
ancient times, long before the present generation, and
indeed were the first to do so, had formed the same con-
ception about nature: for they made Ocean and Tethys the
parents of becoming and the oath of the gods water, what
they, being poets, called Styx [cf. COSM. T6, T7]; for
what is most ancient is most honorable, and an oath is what
is most honorable. Well, whether this really is a primeval
and ancient view about nature, might well be unclear;
however, at least as far as Thales is concerned, people say
that he expressed himself in this way about the first cause.

b (# DK) Alexander of Aphrodisias, Commentary on Ar-
istotle’s Metaphysics

The phrase “people say that he expressed himself in this
way” is appropriate; for no treatise by him is cited on the
basis of which one could be certain that this was said by
him in this way.
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R33
a (< Al4) Arist. Cael. 2.13 294a32-33

</ 5 \ 5 \ / Sy \ ~
[.. .= D7] domep ov Tov avrov Aoyov ovra mepL TS
Yis kal Tob VOaros Tov dxovvTOS TN YNV.

b (< A14) Simpl. In Cael. 522.16-18

[. . .] mpds TavTyy 0€ Ty 86€av 6 ApioToTé\ns dvTi-
Aéyer palhov iows émkpatovoav 0o 70 kal map’ Ai-
yvmTiols oUTws €v uobov oxnuart AéyeafBar kai Tov
Oalny tows éxetfev Tov N\éyov kekouikévar.

R34
a (A22) Arist. An. 1.5 411a7-8

\ ~ ¢ / > \ ~ / </
kal év 7@ Shw 8¢ Twes avtmy ueuetxfai dpaoiy, Sfev
lows kal Oalns @nfn wdvra wAYpn Oedv elvar [D10].

b (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.27

[.. .]70v kéopov éupuxov kai darudvwr TAMpY.

Assimilations to Later Doctrines (R35-R39)

R35 (A23) Aét. 1.7.11 (Stob.) [mept feov]

@alns vouv Tob kéouov Tov Oedr, 70 € mav Eupruxov
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R33

a (< Al4) Aristotle, On the Heavens

[. . .] as though the explanation given for the earth [cf. D7]
did not apply as well to the water that bears the earth.

b (< Al4) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s On the
Heavens

Aristotle contradicts this opinion, which perhaps is more
prevalent because it is also stated among the Egyptiansin
the form of a myth and because Thales perhaps brought
back this explanation from there.

R34
a (A22) Aristotle, On the Soul

Some people say that it [i.e. the soul] is mixed in with
the whole, which is perhaps also the reason why Thales
thought that all things are full of gods [cf. D10].

b (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[. . . he thought] that the universe is animate and full of
divinities.

Assimilations to Later Doctrines (R35—-R39)

R35 (A23) Aétius

Thales: god is the intelligence of the world, the universe
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dpo kal Oatudvwy mAnpes: Ounkew 8€ kal da TOD
oToLxeLmwdovs Vypov Ovvauw Belav kwnTikmy avTob.
R36 (A22a) Aét. 4.2.1 (Ps.-Plut.) [mepi Yoy

~ b / ~ \ \ / > /
Oalns amedpiraro mpdTos THY YuxMNY dVow aekivy-
2\
TOV 1) QUTOKLVMTOV.

R37 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 1.24

L4 \ \ 3 \ ~ 5 ~ 5> /
évior O€ kal avTov TpdTov €lmely Paocw dbavdrovs
Tas Yvxds: ov éort Xowpthos 6 mowmyris [SH 331] [. . .
= D11b].

R38 (A23) Cic. Nat. deor. 1.10.25

Thales enim Milesius, qui primus de talibus rebus quae-
sivit, aquam dixit esse initium rerum: deum autem, eam
mentem, quae ex aqua cuncta ﬁngeret.

R39 (< Th 210 Wéhrle) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 1.1

[.. . =D4] kat 7a mavra Pépecbai T€ kar petv Ty TOU
TPOTOV APXINYOV TNS YeEVéTeEws avTOv ¢loer oguu-
Pepdueva. Geov dé TobT €lvar, TO unNTE APXNY MNTE
TeENevTTY €XOV.
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is animated and at the same time full of divinities; and the
divine power passes through the elementary moisture and
moves it.

R36 (A22a) Aétius

Thales was the first to state that the soul is a nature which
is always in motion or which moves itself.!

1 The disjunction is connected with a celebrated textual prob-
lem in Plato, Phaedrus 245c.

R37 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

Some people also say that he was the first to say that souls
are immortal; one of them is Choerilus the poet [. . .].

R38 (A23) Cicero, On the Nature of the Gods

For Thales of Miletus, who was the first to investigate
these matters, said that water is the beginning of things,
but that god is the intelligence capable of making all things
out of water.

R39 (# DK) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Here-
sies

[. . .] And all things are borne along and flow, carried along
by the nature of the first principle (arkhégos) of their be-
coming. This, having neither beginning nor ending, is god.
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Gnostic and Christian Interpretations (R40-R43)

R40 (< Th 145 Wohrle) Iren. Adv. haer. 2.14.2

Thales quidem Milesius universorum generationem et
initium aquam dixit esse: idem autem est dicere aquam et
Bythum.

R41 (Th 213 Wohrle) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 5.9.13

) \ \ L4 / Gl \ 4 \ 5 /
eivar 6€ TOv 8P Aéyovaw ovrTor T Vypav ovoiav,
/ [3 / \ \ 4 ~ L4
kafdmep 6 Miknaos, kai undev dvvaclar Tév SvTwy

\ ~ \
oAws, abavarwv 1) Ovyrov, éudixwr!  afixwr, our-
€oTNKEVAL XWPLS AVTOD.

1 7w ante éuywr del. Cruice

R42 (< Th 229 Wohrle) Min. Fel. Octav. 19.4

sit Thales Milesius omnium primus, qui primus omnium
de caelestibus disputavit. idem Milesius Thales rerum
initium aquam dixit, deum autem eam mentem, quae ex
aqua cuncta formaverit. esto! altior et sublimior aquae et
spiritus ratio, quam ut ab homine potuerit inveniri, a Deo
traditum; vides philosophi principalis nobiscum penitus
opinionem consonare.

1 eo ms., corr. Vahlen

R43 (< 7 A5) Appon. 5.22-23 (ad Cn. 3:5)

in priore enim ‘filiarum adiuratione,” in ‘caprearum et
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Gnostic and Christian Interpretations (R40-R43)
R40 (# DK) Irenaeus, Against Heresies

Thales of Miletus said that water is the source and begin-
ning of all things; but it is the same thing to say “water”
and “Abyss” (Buthos).”!

1 According to some Gnostics, Bythos is the abyss out of which
all things come.

R41 (# DK) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Here-
sies

These people [i.e. some Gnostics] say that the serpent is
the moist substance, just like the Milesian [i.e. Thales],
and that nothing at all of the things that are, immortal or
mortal ones, animate or inanimate ones, is capable of be-
ing formed without it.

R42 (# DK) Minucius Felix, Octavius

Let Thales of Miletus be first of all, he who was the first
of all to discuss celestial phenomena. This same Thales of
Miletus said that water is the beginning of things, but that
god is the mind (mens) that formed all things out of water.
This theory of water and spirit (spiritus), too lofty and
sublime to have been invented by a human being, may well
have been transmitted by God. You see that the opinion
of the founder of philosophy entirely agrees with ours.

R43 (< 7 A5) Apponius, Commentary on the Song of
Songs

For we said about the earlier ‘adjuration of the daughters’
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cervorum’ personas thalesianae et ferecidensis philoso-
phiae intellegi diximus [= PHER. R29]. [. . .] [23] de
quibus Thales nomine initium omnium rerum aquam in
suo esse dogmate pronuntiavit, et inde omnia facta sub-
sistere ab inviso et magno; causam vero motus aquae
spiritum insidentem confirmat, simulque geometricam
artem perspicaci sensu prior invenit, per quam suspicatus
est unum rerum omnium creatorem [. . . = PHER. R16].

A Pseudepigraphic Text (R44)

R44 (B3) Ps.-Gal. In Hipp. Hum. 1.1

~ \ 3, ~ e / /
Oalt)s uev eimep kai ék Tov VOaTds ot cvveTTdval
/ S5 > o \ ~ / L4 \ \
mavta, AAN’ Suws kal TovTo Bovlerat. duewov O€ kal
avTol TNV prjow mpooletvar éx Tob devrépov Ilepl TV
5 ~ L4 G / \ \ 3 /
apx@v €xovoar @Oé mws' To wer oty mwolvlpUvAnTa
G \ ~ s ¢ \
TérTOpa, @V TO TPGTOV €lvar VOwp Pauéy kal woavel
povov arouxetov Tileper, TPOs TUYKPLOLY TE Kal Y-
~ 3/
YVWOW Kal GUOTAOLW TOV €YKOT ulwv TPos AAAnia
/ ~ / 3/ / < ~ 3 ~
ovykepdavvvTal. wos O, 10n AéhekTar Nuiv év T
TPAOTQ.
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that ‘the roes and stags™ are to be understood as the rep-
resentatives of the philosophy of Thales and Pherecydes.!
[. . .] [23] Among these philosophers [i.e. the pure ones
who can be compared to roes and stags], the one named
Thales declared in his doctrine that water is the origin of
all things, and that everything that has been made from
this subsists because of a great invisible being, and he
states that the cause of the movement of the water is the
spirit that dwells within it. At the same time, it was he who
by his intelligence was the first to discover the science of
geometry, and this permitted him to surmise that there is
only one creator of all things [cf. PHER. R16, R29].

1 The reference seems to be to his commentary (4.1) on Cn.
2:7 (where in fact he does not name Thales or Pherecydes, but
the Platonists and the Stoics).

A Pseudepigraphic Text (R44)

R44 (B3) Ps.-Galen, Commentary on Hippocratess On
Humors

Although Thales says that all things are constituted out of
water, nonetheless he also wants this [i.e. that the ele-
ments are transformed into one another]. It is better to
cite his own words from Book 2 of On the Principles,
which are as follows: “Therefore the celebrated four, of
which we say that the first is water and posit it as being as
it were the only element, mix with one another for the
combination, solidification, and composition of the things

of this world. How this happens we have already said in
Book 1.”
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