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Isidorus IV: a literary Mischwesen

A. Connections with literary epigrams

- Isid. 4.18 ¢ ol t@V iepdv ypaup” avareEduevor, cf. Call. Epigr. 23.4 Pf. (56 GP) gv
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- Archimelus, Supplementum Hellenisticum 202 (ap. Athen. 5.209b—e), eds. H. Lloyd-
Jones & P. Parsons (1983); see also Page 1981, 26-29; Olson 2017, 149-151.

1ic 168¢ aéApo méhmpoy &mi xO0ovog elcato; molog

Koipavog dxapdrols teicpuocty Rydyeto;

~ \ \ /4 ) ’ ’ N ’ /4
DG O¢ KaTa SPLOYWV ETAYN GAVIC, N TIVL YOUPOL

, , A 9 % \ ,
TUNBEVTEG TEAEKEL TOVT  EKOUOV TO KVTOG,
N ~ b4 / b4 ’
il kopveaic Atrvac Tapicoduevov A TVt VAcov
ac Atyaiov B8mwp Kvkhddac Evoédetau,
’ b / ’ / 3 e ’
T0iY01G ApEotépwbev toomhatéc; N pa [yovteg
10070 TPOG 0Vpaviog EEeoav dtpamitodc.
AoTpmV Yop Yodel Kopynota Kol Tplediktong
Odpaxac peydhmv &viog €xel vepéav.
nelopact 8 dykvpoag anepeideton ooty ABvSov
p—/ \ ~ \ b4 /
EépEnG kal Enotod d1loeov £dNGE TOPOV.
/ / bl / / s 2 / /
_YPAULLOL, TIC €K XEPOOL TAVY’ EKVAMGE TPOTLY:
pati yap o¢ Tépav Tepoxiéoc ‘EALAS mdoq

KOl VAGOLS KOPTTOV TTOVO SmPopopdv,

Yikedog okantodyog 6 Awpikog. dAAd, TTdcedov

o®Le 310 yYAowk®dv célua 100 podimv.

10

15

Who set (/released?) this immense ship on the earth? Which ruler had it hauled with untiring cables?

How were the ribs fixed down the keelson? Or by what axe were the bolts cut that made this hold, as

high as the peaks of Aetna or as broad between its two walls on either side as one of the Cycladic

islands which the Aegean waters are bound around? Surely the Giants carved it against the

background of the heavenly paths. For its masthead touches the stars and the crow’s nests, coiled
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thrice around it, are in the mighty clouds. It is fastened with anchor-cables like the ones that Xerxes
secured the double bridge between Abydus and Sestus with. A newly carved inscription on its solid
prow reveals who rolled out this vessel from dry land. It says: “Hieron, son of Hierocles, the Dorian
sovereign of Sicily, bearing gifts of rich produce to all Hellas and the islands.” Poseidon, preserve this

ship amid the silvergray waves!
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B. Connections with paradoxography
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e Ps. Aristoteles, nepi Oavpociov dkovoudtov (On Marvelous Things Heard)

e Antigonus, icTop1®Vv opadowv cuvaywyn (Collection of Marvelous Investigations)

e Callimachus, Bovpdtov @V €ig dracay TV yiv kota Tonovg dviov cuvaywyn (Collection of

Marvels fiom Every Land Arranged According to Places) and/or £khoyn 10V TopaddEmv

(Selection of Marvels)

Antigonus, iotopidv mapaddéwv cuvaywyn (Collection of Marvelous Investigations) 129.1 =

Call. Fr. 407 Pf.
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“Callimachus of Cyrene has also composed a collection of marvels, from which I have copied

as many as I considered to be worthy of hearing. He [sc. Callimachus] says that Eudoxus

reports that in the sea in the region of the Sacred Mountain in Thrace bitumen comes to the

surface at certain times, while the sea below the Chelidoniai [Islands] has springs of sweet

water over a large expanse”
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