
1

Media Sociolinguistics

Spiros A. Moschonas

Writing a variationist report 

the easy way

26/4/2023

University of Athens

Dpt. of Communication and Media



How to prepare a sufficient research report
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Example of a linguistic variable in (Modern) Greek

(b, d, g)

[b, d, g]     [mb, nd, ŋg]     [mp, nt, ŋk]
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A Greek example: Prenasalization by age and «style»

Arvaniti & Joseph 2000: “age, not style, is the 
most important factor in the nasalized/non-
nasalized variation of voiced stops; the  nasal + 
voiceless stop emerges as a careful style marker”

4

0

20

40

60

80

100

17-30 31-45 46-71

Voiced stop prenasalization by age and style 

Reading

Conversation



Variable (b, d, g) in the Greek media
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(nd) (nt) (d)

News 23 (38.33%) 9 (15%) 28 (46.67%)

Conversation 4 (6.67%) 12 (20%) 44 (73.33%)



How to tabulate and test for the data
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Discuss: Improving your research

» varying the design:

➢ different announcers

➢ same announcer in two 
different styles

➢ same announcer, same style, 
different media

» are there any linguistic-
contextual restrictions on 
the variable under study?

» are there other linguistic 
variables behaving 
the same way? 

» how is variation evaluated?
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Students’ research on nasalization (Ο. Αντώνενα, 2015)
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Students’ research on nasalization (Στ. Βεργοπούλου, 2015)

Nasalization 
(%)

Scripted speech 63.6

Conversation 21.8



Students’ research on nasalization (Γ. Κουκούλης, 2015)
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Students’ research on nasalization (Γ.-Κ. Οικονομόπουλος, 2015)
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Students’ research on nasalization (Μ. Ψιμίτης, 2015)
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Students’ research on nasalization (I. Κύργια, 2016)
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Nasalization 
(%)

Scripted 
speech

41.8

Conversation 22.3



Discuss: Student’s research on C clusters (Χ. Ορφανού, 2015)
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Students’ research on nasalization (Ποταμιάνος, 2017)
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Research reports combined together
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Research reports published
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Discuss: Student’s research on Greeklish (Π.-Φ. Παπαδάκης, 2015)
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Χρήση greeklish στα σχόλια της lifo 

μεταξύ των ετών 2011-2015

ελληνικά/άλλη 
γλώσσα/emoticons/links/αρ
ιθμοί/σύμβολα
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(it’s your turn now!)
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