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HIAWATHA AND MEDSEREEWIS

by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Although Longfellow successfully used American themes in much of his
longer verse, his soueces were books rather than life. Thus his widely read
Song of Hiawatha was based on the legends and tales collected by Henry R.
Schoolcraft. Longfellow even preserved Schoolcraft’s error of confusing the
quasi-historical Iroquois chieftain Hiawatha with the Chippewa deity
Manabozho. The exploits of Hiawatha take place in unhistoric time, be-
fore the advent of the whité men, and show the Indian usually in conflict
with birds, beasts, und external nature. Hiawatha is not concerned with
tribal feuds but is a kind of culture hero who strives to improve the life
of his people and who is not afraid to face such enemies as the king of the
sturgeons and the great magician, the Pearl-Feather. In the fourth canto of
the poem, Hiawatha, celebrated for his swiftness and the possessor of magic
mittens and moccasins, faces his father Mudjekeewis. The fight lasts three
days and results in black rock and bulrushes being strewn over the visible
world; but, as Mudjekeewrs is immortal, there can be no final victory. At
the end of the poem, Hiawatha, who can suffer and grieve but who also
possesses eternal life, leaves his people, like King Arthur, to a new dispensa-
tion and goes westward to his own particular Elysium.l

Qut of childhood into manhood
Now had grown my Hiawatha,
Skilled in all the craft of hunters,
Learned in all the lore of old men,
In all youtbful sports and pastimes,
In all manly arts and labors.

Swift of foot was Hiawatha:
He could shoot an arrow from him,
And run forward with such fleetness,
‘That the arrow fell behind him!
Strong of arm was Hiawatha;
He could shoot ten arrows upward,

¢ Canto IV of The Song of Hiowatha.
1. Cf, Rose M. Davis, “How Indian Is Hiawatha?” Midwest Folklore (Spring, 1957), 7: 5-23.
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Shoot them with such strength and swift-
ness,

That the tenth had left the bow-string

Ere the first to earth had fallen!

He bad mittens, Minjekahwun,
Magic mittens made of deer-skin;
‘When upon his hands he wore them,
He could smite the rocks asunder,

He could grind them into powder.

He had moccasins enchanted,

Magic moccasins of deerskin;

When he bound them round his ankles,
When upon his feet he tied them,

At each stride 2 mile he tneasured!

Mouch he questioned old Nokomis

Of his father Mudjekeewis;
Learned from her the fatal secret
Of the beauty of his mother,
Of the falsehood of his father:
And his heart was hot within him,
Like a living coal his heart was.
Then he said to old Nokomis,
“T will go to Mudjekeewis,
See how fares it with my father,
At the doorways of the West-Wind,
At the portals of the Sunset!”

From his lodge went Hiawatha,
Dressed for travel, armed for hunting;
Dressed in deerskin shirt and leggins,
Richly wrought with quills and wam-

pum;
On his head his eagle-feathers,
Round his waist his belt of wampum,
In his hand his bow of ash-wood,
Strung with sinews of the reindeer;
In his quiver oaken arrows,
Tipped with jasper, winged with feathers;
With hiz mittens, Minjekabwuan,
With his moccasins enchanted.

Warning said the old Nokomis,
*‘Go not forth, O Hiawathal
T'o the kingdom of the West-Wind,
‘To the realms of Mudjekeewis,

Lest he harm you with his magic,
Lest he kill you with hig cunning!”

But the fearless Hiawatha

Heeded not her woman's warning;

Forth he strode into the forest,
At each stride a mile he measured;
Lurid seemed the sky above him,
Lurid seemed the earth beneath him,
Hot and close the air around him,
Filled with smoke and fiery vapors,
As of burning woods and prairies,
For his heart was hot within him,
Like a living coal his heart was.

So he journeyed westward, westward,
Left the fleetest deer behind him,
Left the antelope and bison;

.Crossed the rushing Esconaba,

Crossed the mighty Mississippi,
Passed the Mountains of the Prairie,
Passed the land of Crows and Foxes,
Passed the dwellings of the Blackfeet,
Came unto the Rocky Mountains,
To the kingdom of the West-Wind,
Where upon the gusty summits

Sat the ancient Mudjekeewis,

Ruler of the winds of heaven.

Filled with awe was Hiawatha

At the aspect of his father.

On the air about him wildly

Tossed and streamed his cloudy tresses,
Gleamed like drifting snow bis tresses,
Glared like Ishkoodah, the comet,
Like the star with fiery tresses.

Filled with joy was Mudjekeewis

When he looked on Hiawatha,
Saw his youth rise up before him
In the face of Hiawatha,

Saw the beauty of Wenonah
From the grave rise up before him.

“Welcome!” said he, “Hiawatha,
To the kingdom of the West-Wind!
Long have I been waiting for you!
Youth is lovely, age is lonely,

Youth is fiery, age is frosty;

You bring back the days departed,
You bring back my youth of passion,
And the beauntiful Wenonah!”

Many days they talked together,
Questioned, listened, waited, answered;
Much the mighty Mudjekeewis
Boasted of his ancient prowess.
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Of his perilous adventures,
His indomitable courage,
His invalnerable body.
Patiently sat Hiawatha,
Listening to bis father’s boasting:
With a smile he sat and listened,
Uttered neither threat nor menace,
Neither word nor look betrayed him,
But his heart was hot within him,
Like a living coal his heart was.
Then he said, O Mudjeckeewis,
Is there nothing that can harm you?
Nothing that you are afraid of?"”
And the mighty Mudjekeewis,
Grand and gracious in his boasting,
Answered, saying, ‘“There is nothing,
Nothing but the black rock yonder,
Nothing but the fatal Wawbeek "
And he loocked at Hiawatha
With a wise look and benignant,
With a countenance paternal,
Looked with pride upon the beanty
Of his tall and graceful figure,
Saying, “O my Hiawatha!
Is there anything can harm you?
Anything you are afraid of?”’
But the wary Hiawatha
Paused awhile, as if uncertain,
Held his peace, as if resolving,
And then answered, “There is nothing,
Nothing but the bulrush yonder,
Nothing but the great Apukwal”
And as Mudjekeewis, rising,
Stretched his hand to pluck the bulrush,
Hiawatha cried in terror,
Cried in well-dissembled terror,
“Kago! kago! do not touch it!”
“Ah, kaween!” said Mudjekeewis,
"“No indeed, I will not touch it!"”
Then they talked of other matters;
First of Hiawatha's brothers,
First of Wabun, of the Bast-Wind,
Of the South-Wind, Shawondasee,
Of the North, Kabibonokka:
en of Hiawatha’s mother,
Of the beantiful Wenonah,
Of her birth upon the meadow,

Of her death, as old Nokomis
Had remembered and related,

And he cried, ‘O Mudjekeewis,

It was you who killed Wenonah,
Took her young life and her beauty,
Broke the Lily of the Prairie,
Trampled it beneath your footsteps;
You confess it! you confess it!”
And the mighty Mudjekeewis
Tossed upon the wind his tresses,
Bowed his hoary head in anguish,
With a silent nod assented.

Then up started Hiawatha,

And with threatening look and gesture
Laid his hand upon the black rock,

On the fatal Wawbeek laid it,

With his mittens, Minjekabwun,

Rent the jutting crag asunder,

Smote and crushed it into fragments,
Hurled them madly at his father,

The remorseful Mudjekeewis,

For his heart was hot within him,

Like a living coal his heart was.

But the ruler of the West-Wind
Blew the fragments backward from him,
With the breathing of his nostrils,
With the tempest of his anger,

Blew them back at his assailant:
Seized the bulrush, the Apukwa,
Dragged it with its roots and fibres
From the margin of the meadow,
From its ooze the giant bulrush;
Long and loud laughed Hiawatha!

Then began the deadly conflict,
Hand to hand among the mountains;
From his eyry screamed the eagle,
The Keneu, the great war-eagle,

Sat upon the crags around them,
Wheeling flapped his wings above them.

Like 2 tall tree in the tempest
Beat and lashed the giant bulrush:
And in masses huge and heavy
Crashing fell the fatal Wawbeek:
‘Till the earth shook with the tumult
And confusion of the battle,

And the air was full of shoutings,
And the thunder of the mountains,

10
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Starting, answered, "‘Baim-wawal”

Back retreated Mudjekeewis,
Rushing westward o’er the mountains,
Stumbling westward down the mountaing,
Three whole days retreated fighting,
Still pursued by Hiawatha
To the doorways of the West-Wind,
To the portals of the Sunset,

To the earth's remotest border,
Where into the empty spaces
Sinks the sun, 25 a flamingo
Drops into her nest at nightfall
In the melancholy marshes.

“Hold!" at length cried Mudjekeewis,

“Hold, my son, my Hiawatha!

"Tis impossible to kill me,

For you cannot kill the immortal.

I have put you to this trial,

But to know and prove your courage;
Now receive the prize of valor!

“Go back to your home and people,
Live among them, toil among them,
Cleanse the earth from all that harms it,
Clear the fishing-grounds and rivers,
Slay all monsters and magicians,

All the Wendigoes, the giants,

All the serpents, the Kenabeeks,

As I'slew the Mishe-Mokwa,

Slew the Great Bear of the mountains.

“And at last when Death draws near

you, ,
When the awful eyes of Pauguk
Glare upon you in the darkness,
I will share my kingdom with you,
Ruler shall you be thenceforward
Of the Northwest-Wind, Keewaydin,
Of the home-wind, the Keewaydin.”

Thus was fought that famous battle

In the dreadful days of Shah-shah,
In the days long since departed,
In the kingdom of the West-Wind.
Still_the hunter sees its traces
Scattered far o’er hill and valley;
Sees the giant bulrush growing

By the ponds and water-courses,
Sees the masses of the Wawbeek
Lying still in every valley.

Homeward now went Hiawatha;
Pleasant was the landscape round him,
Pleasant was the air above him,

For the bitterness of anger

Had departed wholly from him,

From his brain the thought of vengeance,
From his heart the burning fever.

Only once his pace he slackened,

Only once he paused or halted,
Paused to purchase heads of arrows
Of the ancient Arrow-maker,

In the land of the Dacotahs,

Where the Falls of Minnehaha

Flash and gleam among the oak-trees,
Laugh and leap into the valley.

There the ancient Arrow-maker
Made his atrow-heads of sandstone,
Arrow-heads of chalcedony,
Arrow-heads of flint and Jjasper,
Smoothed and sharpened at the edges,
Hard and polished, keen and costly.

With him dwelt his dark-eyed daughter,
Wayward as the Minnehaha,

With her moods of shade and sunshine,
Eyes that smiled and frowaed alternate,
Feet as rapid as the river,

Tresses flowing like the water,

And as musical a laughter;

And he named her from the river,
From the water-fall he named he,
Minnehaha, Laughing Water.

Was it then for heads of arrows,
Arrow-heads of chalcedony,
Arrow-heads of flint and jasper,
That my Hiawatha halted
In the land of the Dacotahs?

Was it not to see the maiden,
See the face of Laughing Water
Peeping from behind the curtain,
Hear the rustling of her garments
From behind the waving curtain,
As one sees the Minnehaha
Gleaming, glancing through the branches,
As one hears the Laughing Water
From behind its screen of branches?

Who shall say what thoughts and

visions
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108 MYTHS, LEGENDS, AND FOLKTALES OF AMERICA

grown presence in their lives, and expressed their lasting thanks to the
spirit, the beautiful visitor, who had given it to them,
And so corn came into this world.

The Dewil and Daniel Webster

by Stephen Vincent Benér

Few American short stories of the twentieth century are better known
than “The Devil and Daniel Webster.” Partly because it deals with one of
the most celebrated figures in American history, partly because it is written
with wit and beilliance, it has won wide acclaim, Although the story sup-
posedly concerns a New Hampshire farmer who has entered into a seven-

12

year compact with Satan, the two real antagonists are Daniel Webster and

) the devil. Benét has given his villain modern dress but has deftly retained
many traditional bits. Thus Scratch is supposed to have pointed ears and
filed teeth; he imprisons human souls in his pocketbook like moths: and
at his midnight appearance the lights burn blue. Moreover, although his
true nature (s unremarked by most adults, he cannot-impose on a dog.
Webster himself enjoys heroic dimensions as fisherman, farmer, and orator.
One of the most original touches is the jury assembled to try the unrecorded
case of the devil vs. Jabez Stone, g jury which disappears when a cock’s cry
unnounces the dawn. The climax to this most unusual suit is a tribute to
American democracy and the sterling qualities of its advocate.
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It’s 2 story they tell in the border coun-
try, where Massachusetts joins Vermont
and New Hampshire. .

Yes, Dan’l Webster's dead—or, at least,
they buried him. But every time there's a
thunderstorm around Marshfield, they say
You can hear his rolling voice in the hol-
lows of the sky. And they say that if you
go to his grave and speak lond and: clear,
“Dan’l Webster—Dan’l Webster!” the
ground'll begin to shiver and the trees be-

® From Selected Works of Stephen Vincent Benét,

gin to shake. And after a while you'll hear
a deep voice saying, ‘‘Neighbor, how stands
the Union?"” Then you better answer the
Union stands as she stood, rock-bottomed
and copper-sheathed, one and indivisible,
or he's liable to rear right out of the
ground, At least, that's what I was told
when I was a youngster.

You see, for a while, he was the biggest
man in the country. He never got to bhe
President, but he was the biggest man,

Rinehart ¥ Company, Ine. Copyright, 1922, 1936, by

Stephen Vincent Benét. Copyright renewed, 1950, by Rosemary Carr Benét.
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There were thousands that trusted in him
right next to God Almighty, and they told
stories about him and all the things that
pelonged to him that were like the stories
of patriarchs and such. They said, when
he stood up to speak, stars and stripes came
right out in the sky, and once he spoke
against a river and made it sink into the
ground. They said, when he walked the
woods with his fishing rod, Killall, the
trout would jump out of the streams right
into his pockets, for they knew it was no
use putting up a fight against him; and
when he argued a case, he could turn on
the harps of the blessed and the shaking of
the earth underground. That was the kind
of man he was, and his big farm up at
Marshfield was suitable to him. The chick-
ens he raised were all white meat down
through the drumsticks, the cows were
tended like children, and the big ram he
called Goliath had horns with a curl like
a2 morning-glory vine and could butt
through an iron door. But Dan’l waso’t
one of your gentlemen farmers; he knew
all the ways of the land, and he'd be up
by candlelight to see that the chores got
done. A man with a mouth like a mastiff,
a brow like a mountain, and eyes like
burning anthracite——that was Dan’'l Web-
stet in his prime. And the biggest case he
argued never got written down in the
books, for he argued it against the devil,
nip and tuck and no holds barred. And
this is the way I used to hear it told.
Thete was a man named Jabez Stoune,
lived at Cross Corners, New Hampshire,
He wasn’t a bad man to start with, but he
Wwas an unlucky man. If he planted corn,
he got borers; if he planted potatoes, he
got blight, He had good-enough land, but
it didn’t prosper him; he had a decent wife
and children, but the more children he had,
the less there was to feed them. If stones
cropped up in his neighbor’s field, boul-
ders boiled up in his: if be had a horse
with the spavins, he’d trade it for one with

DEVIL TALES 43

the staggers and give something extra.
There's some folks bound to be like that,
apparently. But one day Jabez Stone got
sick of the whole business.

He'd been plowing that morning and
he'd just broke the plowshare on 2 rock
that he could have sworn hadn’t been there
yesterday. And as he stood at the plow-
share, the off horse began to cough—that
ropy kind of cough that means sickness
and horse doctors. There were two chil-
dren down with the measles, his wife was
ailing, and he had a whitlow on his
thumb, It was about the last straw for
Jabez Stone. ‘I vow,” he said, and he
looked around him kind of desperate, “I
vow it's enough to make a man want to
sell his soul to the devill And I would,
too, for two cents!”

Then he felt a kind of queerness come
over him at having said what he'd said;
though, naturally, being a New Hamp-
shireman, he wouldn't take it back. But
all the same, when it got to be evening and,
as far as he could see, no notice had been
taken, he felt relieved in his mind, for he
was a religious man. But notice is always
taken, sooner or later, just like the Good
Book says. And, sure enough, next day,
about suppertime, a soft-spoken, dark-
dressed stranger drove up in a handsome
buggy and asked for Jabez Stone.

Well, Jabez told his family it was a
lawyer, come to see him about a legacy.
But he knew who it was. He didn't like
the looks of the stranger, nor the way he
smiled with his teeth. They were white
teeth, and plentiful——some say they were
filed to a point, but I wouldn't vouch for
that. And he didn’t like it when the dog
took one look at the stranger and tan
away howling, with his tail between his
legs. But having passed the word, more or
less, he stuck to it, and they went out be-
bind the barn and made their bargain.
Jabez Stone had to prick his finger to sign,
and the stranger lent him a silver pin, The

1
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wound healed clean, but it left a little
white scar.

After that, all of a sudden, things began
to pick up and prosper for Jabez Stone.
His cows got fat and his horses sleek, his
crops were the envy of the neighborhood,
and lightning might strike all over the
valley, but it wouldn't strike his barn,
Pretty soon he was one of the prosperous
people of the county; they asked him to
stand for selectman, and he stood for it;
there began to be talk of running him for
state senate, All in all, you might say the
Stone family was as happy and contented
as cats in a dairy. And so they were, ex-
cept for Jabez Stone.

He'd been contented enough the first few
years. It's a great thing when bad luck
turns; it drives most other things out of
your head. True, evety now and then, es-
pecially in rainy weather, the little white
scar on his finger would give him a twinge.
And once a year, punctual as clockwork,
the stranger with the bhandsome buggy
would come driving by. But the sixth year
the stranger lighted, and, after that, his
peace was over for Jabez Stone.

The stranger came up through the lower
field, switching his boots with a cane—
they were handsome black boots, but Jabez
Stone never liked the look of them, partic-
ulatly the toes. And, after he'd passed the
time of day, he said, “Well, Mr. Stone,
you're 2 hummer! It's a very pretty prop-
erty you've got here, Mr, Stone.”

“Well, some might favor it and others
might not,”” said Jabez Stone, for he was
a New Hampshireman.

“Oh, no need to decry your industry!”
said the stranget, very easy, showing his
teeth in a smile. “After all, we know
what’s been done, and it’s been according
to contract and specifications. So when—
ahem—the mortgage falls due next year,
you shouldn’t have any regrets.”

“Speaking of that mortgage, mister,”
said Jabez Stone, and he locked around

for help to the earth and the sky, “I'm be-
ginning to have one or two doubts about
it.”

"“Doubts?’’ said the stranger not quite
so pleasantly. "

“Why, ves,”" said Jabez Stone. ‘“This
being the U.S.A. and me always having
been a religious man.”” He cleared his throat
and got bolder. “Yes sir,” he said, “I'm
beginning to have considerable doubts as
to that mortgage holding in court.”

 “There's courts and courts,” said the

_ stranger, clicking his teeth. “Still, we

might as well have a lock at the original
document.” And bhe hauled out a big black
pocketbook, full of papers. "'Sherwin,
Slater, Stevens, Stone,” he muttered. ** ‘I,
Jabez Stone, for a term of seven years—'
Oh, it’s quite in order, I think.”

But Jabez Stone wasn't listening, for he
saw something else flutter out of the black
pocketbook, It was something that looked
like 2 moth, but it wasn’t a moth. And as
Jabez Stone stared at it, it seemed to speak
to him in a small sort of piping voice,
tertible small and thin, but terrible human.
“Neighbor Stone!” it sgueaked. 'Neigh-
bor Stone! Help me! For God's sake, help
me!"

But before Jabez Stone could stir hand
or foot, the stranger whipped out a big
bandanna handkerchief, caught the crea-
ture up in it, just like a butterfly, and
started tying up the ends of the bandanna,

"“Sorry for the interrmption,” he said.
“As I was saying—"

But Jabez Stone was shaking all over
tike a scared horse.

“That’s Miser Stevens' voice!”" he said,
in a croak. “And you've got him in your
handkerchief!”

The stranger looked a little embarrassed.

“Yes, I teally should have transferred
him to the collecting box,”” he said with a
simper, ‘‘but thete were some rather un-
usual specimens there and I didn’t want
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them crowded. Well, well, these littie con-
tretemps will occur.”

“I don’t know what you mean by con-
tertan,’’ said Jabez Stome, “‘but that. was
Miser Stevens' voice! And he ain't dead!
You can’t tell me he is! He was just as
spry and mean as a woodchuck, Tuesday!”

“In the midst of life——" said the stran-
ger, kind of pious. “Listen!” Then a bell
began to toll in the valley and Jabez Stone
listened, with the sweat running down his
face. For he knew it was tolled for Miser
Stevens and that he was dead.

“These long-standing accounts,’”” said
the stranger with a sigh; “one really hates
to close them. But business is business.”

He still had the bandanna in his hand,
and Jabez Stone felt sick as he saw the
cloth struggle and flutter.

‘“Are they all as small as that?'* he asked
hoarsely.

“Small?” said the stranger. “Oh, I see
what you mean. Why, they vary.”” He
meastired Jabez Stone with his eyes, and
his teeth showed. ‘“Don't worry, Mr.
Stone,” he said. “You'll go with a very
good grade. I wouldn't trust you outside
the collecting box. Now, a man like Dan’l
Webster, of course—well, we'd have to
build a special box for him, and even at
that, I imagine the wing spread would
astonish you. But, in your case, as I was
saying—""

“Put that handkerchief away!” said
Jabez Stone, and he began to beg and
pray. But the best he could get at the end
was a three years' extension, with con-
ditions.

But tifl you make 2 bargain like that,
you've got no idea of how fast four years
can run. By the last months of those yeats,
Jabez Stone’s known all over the state and
there’s talk of running him for governor—-
and it's dust and ashes in his mouth. For
every day, when he gets up, he thinks,
“There's one more night gone,”” and every
night when he lies down. he thinks of the
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black pocketbook and the soul of Miser
Stevens, and it makes him sick at heart.
Till, finally;, he can’t bear it any longer,
and, in the last days of the last year, he
hitches up his horse and drives off to seek
Dan’l Webster, For Dan’l was born in
New Hampshire, only a few miles from
Cross Corners, and it's well known that
he has a particular soft spot for old neigh-
bors.

It was early in the morning when he got
to Marshfield, but Dan’l was up already,
talking Latin to the farm hands and wres-
tling with the ram, Goliath, and trying
out a new trotter and working up speeches
to make against John C. Calhoun. But
when he heard a New Hampshireman had
come to see him, he dropped everything
else he was doing, for that was Dan'l’s
way. He gave Jabez Stone a breakfast that
five men couldn’t eat, went into the living
history of every man and woman in Cross
Corners, and finally asked him bow he
could serve him.

Jabez Stone allowed that it was a kind
of mortgage case.

“Well, I haven't pleaded a mortgage
case in a long time, and I don’t generally
plead now, except before the Supreme
Court,” said Dan’l, *but if I can, I'll
help you.”

“Then I've got hope for the first time
in ten years,” said Jabez Stone, and told
him the details.

Dan'l walked up and down as he lis-
tened, hands behind his back, now and
then asking a question, now and then
plunging his eyes at the floor, as if they'd
bore through it like gimlets. When Jabez
Stone had finished, Dan'l puffed out his
cheeks and blew. Then he turned to Jabez
Stone and a smile broke over his face like
the sunrise over Monadnock,

“You've certainly given yourself the
deyil’'s own row to hoe, Neighbor Stone,”
he said, ‘'but I'll take your case.”

16
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“You'll take it?” said Jabez Stone,
hardly daring to believe.

“Yes,” said Dan'l Webster, “I've got
seventy-five other things to do and the
Missouri Compromise to straighten out,
but I'll take your case. For if two New
Hampshiremen aren’t a match for the
devil, we might as well give the country
back to the Indians.”

Then he shook Jabez Stone by the hand
and said, "Did you come down here in a
hurey?”

“Well, I admit I made time,” said Jabez
Stone,

“You'll go back faster,” said Dan'l
Webster, and he told 'em to hitch up Con-
stitution and Constellation to the carriage.
They were matched grays with one white
forefoot, and they stepped like greased
lightning.

Well, I won't describe how excited and
pleased the whole Stone family was to have
the great Dan’'l Webster for a guest, when
they finally got there. Jabez Stone had lost
his hat on the way, blown off when they
cvertook a wind, but he didn’t take much
account of that. But after supper he sent
the family off to bed, for he had most par-
ticular business with Mr. Webster. Mrs.
Stone wanted them to sit in the front par-
lor, but Dan'l Webster knew front parlors
and said he preferted the kitchen. So it was
there they sat, waiting for the stranger,
with a jug on the table between them and
a bright fire on the hearth—the stranger
being scheduled to show up on the stroke
of midnight, according to specifications.

Well, most men wouldn't have asked
for better company than Dan’l Webster
and a jug. But with every tick of the clock
Jabez Stone got sadder and sadder, His
eyes roved round, and though he sampled
the jug you could see he couldn’t taste it.
Finally, on the stroke of 11:30 he reached
over and grabbed Dan'l Webster by the
arm.

“Mr. Webster, Mr. Webster!” he said,

and his voice was shaking with fear and a
desperate courage. ‘For God's sake, Mr.
Webster, harness your horses and get away
from this place while you can!”

“You've bronght me 2 long way, neigh-
bot, to tell me you don’t like my com-
pany,” said Dan’l Webster, quite peace-
able, pulling at the jug.

“Miserable wretch that I am!” groaned
Jabez Stone. “I've brought you a devilish
way, and now I see my folly. Let him take
me if he wills. I don't hanker after it, I
must say, but I can stand it. But you're the
Union's stay and New Hampshire's pride!
He mustn’t get you, Mr. Webster! He
mustn’t. get youl”

Dan’l Webster looked at the distracted
man, all gray and shaking in the firelight,
and laid 2 hand on his shoulder.

“I'm obliged to you, Neighbor Stone,”
he said gently, “It's kindly thought of.
But there’s a jug on the table and a case
in hand. And I never left 2 jug or a case
half finished in my life.”

And just at that moment there was 2
sharp rap on the door.

“Ah,"” said Dan'l Webster very coolly,
“I thought your clock was a trifle slow,
Neighbor Stone.”” He stepped to the door
and opened it. “Come in!" he said.

The stranger came in—very dark and
tall he looked in the firelight. He was
carrying a box under his arm—a black
japanned box with little air holes in the
lid. At the sight of the box Jabez Stone
gave a low cry and shrank into a corner of
the room.

“Mr. Webster, I presume,’” said the
stranger, very polite, but with his eyes
glowing like a fox’s deep in the woods.

“Attorney of record for Jabez Stone,”
said Dan’l Webster, but his eyes were
glowing too. “Might I ask your name?’’

“T've gone by a good many,” said the
stranger carelessly. ‘‘Perhaps Scratch will
do for the evening. I'f often called that
in these regions.”
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Then he sat down at the table and

poured himself a drink from the jug. The
liquor was cold in the jug, but it came
steaming into the glass.

“And now,” said the stranger, smiling
and showing his teeth, “T shall cali upon
you, as 2 law-abiding citizen, to assist me
in taking possession of my property.”

Well, with that the argument began—
and it went hot and heavy. At first Jabez
Stone had a flicker of hope, but when he
saw Dan’l Webster being forced back at
point after point, he just sat scrunched in
his corner, with his eyes on that Japanned
box. For there wasn't any doubt as to the
deed or the signature—-that was the worst
of it. Dan’l Webster twisted and turned
and thumped his fist on the table, but he
couldn’t get away from that, He offered to
compromise the case: the stranger wounldn't
hear of it. He pointed out the property had
increased in value, and state senators ought
to be worth more; the stranger stuck to
the letter of the law. He was a great law-
yer, Dan’l Webster, but we know who's
the King of Lawyers, as the Good Book
tells ws, and it seemed as if, for the first
time, Dan’l Webster had met hig match,

Finally, the siranger yawned a little,
“Your spirited efforts on behalf of your
client do you credit, Mr., Webster,” he
said, “but if you have N more arguments
to adduce, I'm rather pressed for time , , .”
and Jabez Stone shuddered,

Dan'l Webster’s brow locked dark as a
thundercloud,

"“Pressed or not, you shall not have thig
mant”™ he thundered. “Mr. Stome is an

merican citizen, and no American citizen
may be forced into the service of a foreign
Prince, We fought England for that in’12
and we'll fight all hell for it againt”

“Foreign?"’ said the stranger, “And who
calls me 3 foreigner?””

“Well, I never yet heard of the dev—of
your claiming American citizenship,” said
Dan’l Webster with surprise.

-

DEVIL TALES 47

“And who with better right?"” said the
stranger with one of his tertible smiles.
“When the first wrong was done to the
first Indian, I was there, When the first
slaver put out for the Congo, I stood on
her deck. Am I not in your books and
stoties and beliefs, from the first settle-
ments on? Am I not spoken of still in
every church in New England? "Tis true
the North claims me for a Southerner and
the South for a Northerner, but I am
neither. I am merely an honest American
like yourself—and of the best descent-—
for, to tell the truth, Mr. Webster, though
I don’t like to boast of it, my name is
older in this country than yours,"

“Ahal!” said Dan' Webster with the
veins standing out in his forehead. ““Then
I stand on the Constitution! I demand a
trial for my client!”

“The case is hardly one for an ordinary
court,” said the stranger, hig eyes flicker-
ing. “And, indeed, the lateness of the
hour—"

“Let it be any conrt you choose, so it is
an American judge and an American jury!”
said Dan'l Webster in his pride. “Let it
be the quick or the dead; I'll abide the
issue!”

“You have said it,” said the stranger,
and pointed his finger at the door. And
with that, and all of a sudden, there was a
rushing of wind outside and a noise of
footsteps. They came, clear and distinct,
through the night. And yet they were not
like the footsteps of living men,

“In God’s name, who comes by so
late?” cried Jabez Stone in an ague of fear.

“The jury Mr. Webster demands,” said
the stranger, sipping at his boiling glass,
“You must pardon the rough appearance
of one or two; they will have come a long
way.”" . '

And with that the fire byrned blue and
the door blew open and twelve men en-
tered, one by one.

If Jabez Stone had been sick with terror

b
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before, he was blind with terror now. For
there was Walter Butler, the loyalist, who
spread fire and horror through the Mo-
hawk Valley in the times of the Revolu-
tion; and there was Simon Girty, the rene-
gade, who saw white men burned at the
stake and whooped with the Indians to
see them burn. His eyes were green, Iike a
catamount’s, and the stains on his hunt-
ing shirt did not come from the blood of
the deer. King Philip was there, wild and
proud as he had been in life, with the great
gash in his head that gave him his death
wound, and cruel Governor Dale, who
broke men on the wheel. There was Mor-
ton of Merry Mount, who so vexed the
Plymouth Colony, with his flushed, loose,
handsome face and his hate of the godly,
There was Teach, the bloody pirate, with
his black beard curling on his breast. The
Reverend John Smeet, with his strangler’s
hands and his Geneva gown, walked as
daintily as he had to the gallows. The red
print of the rope was still around his neck,
but he carried a perfumed handkerchief in
one hand: One and all, they came into the
toom withthe fires of hell still upon them,
and the stranger named their names and
their deeds as they came, till the fale of

twelve was told. Yet the stranger had told

the truth—they had all played a part in
America,

“Are you satisfied with the jury, Mr.
Webster?”’ said the stranger mockingly,
when they had taken their places.

The sweat stood upon Dan'l Webster's
brow, but his voice was clear.

“Quite satisfied,” he said. “Though I
miss General Arnold from the company.”

“Benedict Arnold is engaged upon
other business,” said the stranger, with a
glower. “Ah, you asked for a justice, I
believe.”

He pointed his finger once more, and a
tall man, soberly clad in Puritan garb,
with the burning gaze of the fanatic,

stalked into the room and took his Judge's
place.

“Justice Hathorne is a jurist of experi-
ence,”’ said the stranger. “He presided at
certain witch trials once held in Salem.
There were others who repented of the
business later, but not he.”

“Repent of such notable wonders and

undertakings?”’ said the stern old justice. -

“Nay, bang them—hang them alll"” And
be muttered to himself in a way that struck
ice into the soul of Jabez Stone,

Then the trial began, and, as you might
expect, it didn't look anyways good for
the defense. And Jabez Stone didn’t make
much of a witness in his own behalf. He
took one look at Simon Girty and
screeched, and they had to put him back
in his corner in a kind of swoon.

It didn’t halt the trial, though; the trial
went on, as trials do. Dan’l Webster had
faced some hard juries and hanging judges
in his time, but this was the hardest he'd
ever faced, and he knew it. They sat there
with a kind of glitter in their eyes, and
the stranget's smooth voice went on and
on. Every time he’d raise an objection, it'd
be “Objection sustained,” but whenever
Dan’l objected, it'd be ““Objection denied,”
Well, you couldn’t expect fair play from
a fellow like this Mr. Scratch.

It got to Dan’l in the end, and he be-
gan to heat, like iron in the forge. When
he got up to speak he was going to flay
that stranger with every trick known to
the law, and the judge and Jjury too, He
didn’t care if it was contempt of court or
what would happen to him for it. He
didi’t care any more what happened to
Jabez Stone. He just got madder and mad-
der, thinking of what he'd say. And yet,
curicusly enough, the more he thought
about it, the less he was able to arcange his
speech in his mind,

Till, finally, it was time for him to get
up on his feet, and he did so, all ready to
bust out with lightnings and denuncia-
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tions. But before he started he looked over
the judge and jury for a moment, such
being bis custom. And he noticed the glit-
ter in their eyes was twice as strong as be-
fore, and they all leaned forward. Like
hounds just before they get the fox, they
looked,” and the blue mist of evil in the
room thickened as he watched them. Then
he saw what he’d been about to do, and he
wiped his forehead, as 2 man might who's
just escaped falling into a pit in the dark.

For it was him they’d come for, not
only Jabez Stone, He read it in the glitter
of their eyes and in the way the stranger
hid his mouth with one hand. And if he
fonght them with their own weapons, he'd
fall into their power; he knew that, though
he couldn't have told you how. It was his
own anger and horror that burned in their
eyes; and he’'d have to wipe that out or
the case was lost. He stood there for a mo-
ment, his black eyes burning like anthra-
cite. And then he began to speak.

He started off in a low voice, though
you could hear every word. They say he
could call on the harps of the blessed when
he chose. And this was just as simple and
easy as a man could talk. But he didn’t
start out by condemning or reviling. He
was talking about the things that make a
country a country, and a3 man a man,

And he began with the simple things
that everybody’'s kmown and felt—the
freshness of a fine morning when you're
young, and the taste of food when you're
hungry, and the new day that’s every day
when you're a child. He took them up and
he turned them in his hands, They were
good things for any man. But without
freedom, they sickened. And when he
talked of those ensiaved, and the sorrows
of slavery, his voice got like a big bell. He
talked of the early days of America and
the men who had made those days. It
wasn't a spread-eagle speech, but.he made
you see it. He admitted all the wrong that
had ever been done. But he showed how,
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out of the wrong and the right; the suffer-
ing and the starvations, something new
had come. And everybody had played a
part in it, even the traitors.

Then he turned to Jabez Stone and
showed him as he was—an ordinary man
who'd had hard luck and wanted to change
it. And, because he’d wanted to change it,
now he was going to be punished for all
eternity. And yet there was good in Jabez
Stone, and he showed that good. He was
hard and mean, in some ways, but he was
a man. There was sadness in being 2 man,
but it was a proud thing too. And he
showed what the pride of it was till you
couldn’t help feeling it. Yes, even in hell,
if a man was a man, you'd know it. And
he wasn't pleading for any one person any
mote, thongh his voice rang like an organ.
He was telling the story and the failures
and the endless journey of mankind. They
got tricked and trapped and bamboozled,
but it was a great journey., And no demon
that was ever foaled could know the in-
wardness of it~—it took a2 man to do that.

The fire began to die on the hearth and
the wind before motning to blow. The
light was getting gray in the room when
Dan’l Webster finished. And his words
came back at the end to New Hampshire
ground, and the one spot of land that
each man loves and. clings to. He painted a
picture of that, and to each one of that
jury he spoke of things long forgotten. For
his voice conld search the heart, and that
was his gift and his strength. And to one,
his voice was like the forest and its secrecy,
and to another like the sea and the storms
of the sea; and one heard the cry of his lost
nation in it, and another saw a little harm-
less scene he hadn’t remembered for years.
But each saw something. And when Dan'l
Webster finished he didn't know whether
or not he'd saved Jabez Stone. But he
knew he'd done a miracte. For the glitter
was gone from the eyes of judge and jury,
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and, for the moment, they were men again,
and knew they were men.

“The defense rests,’” said Dan’'l Webster
and stood there like 2 mountain. His ears
were still ringing with his speech, and he
didn’t hear anything else till he heard
Judge Hathorne say, “The jury will retire
to consider its verdict.”

Walter Butler rose in his place and his
face had a dark, gay pride on it.

*The jury has considered its verdict,” he
said and looked the stranger full in the eye.
“We find for the defendant, Jabez Stone.”

With that, the smile left the stranger's
face, but Walter Butler did not flinch.

“Perhaps 'tis not strictly in accordance
with the evidence,” he said, “‘but even the
damned may salute the eloquence of Mr.
Webater.”

With that, the long ctow of a rooster
split the gray morning sky, and judge and
jury were gone from the room like a puff
of smoke and as if they had never been
there. The stranger returned to Dan’l Web-
ster, smiling wryly.

““Major Butler was always a bold man,”
he said. ‘I had not thought him quite s0
bold. Nevertheless, my congratulations, as
between two gentlemen.”

“I'll have that paper first, if you please,”
said Dan’l Webster, and he ‘took it and
tore it into four pieces. It was queerly
warm to the touch. “‘And now,” he said,
“I'll have you!” and his hand came down
like 2 bear trap on the stranger's arm. For
he knew that once you bested anybody like
Mzr. Scratch in fair fight, bis power on you
was gone. And he could see that Mr.
Scratch knew it too.

The stranger twisted and wriggled, but
he couldn’t get out of that grip. “Come,
come, Mr. Webster,” he said, smiling
palely. ‘“This sort of thing is ridic—ouch!
—-is ridiculous. If you're worried about
the costs of the case, naturally, I'd be glad
to pay—

“And so you shall!” said Dan'l Web-

ster, shaking him till his teeth rattled. “For
you'll sit right down at that table and
draw up a document, promising never to
bother Jabez Stone nor his heirs or assigns
not any other New Hampshireman till
doomsday! For any hades we want to raise
in this state, we can raise ourselves, with-
out assistance from strangers.”

“QOuch!” said the stranger, “Ouch!
Well, they never did run very big to the
barrel, but—ouch!—I agreel”

So he sat down and drew up the docu-
ment. But Dan’l Webster kept his hand on
his coat collar all the time.

“And now may I go?” said the stran-
get, quite humble, when Dan'l'd seen the
document was in proper and legal form.

“Go?’" said Dan'l, giving him another
shake. “I'm still trying to figure out what
I'll do with you. For you've settled the
costs of the case, but you haven't settled
with me. I think I'll take you back to
Marshfield,” he said, kind of reflective.
“I've got a ram there named Goliath that
can butt through an iron door. I'd kind of
like to turn you loose in his field and see
what he'd do.”

Well, with that the stranger began to
beg and to plead. And he begged and he
pled so humble that finally Dan’l, who
was naturally kindhearted, agreed to let
him go. The stranger seemed terrible grate-
ful for that and said, just to show they
were friends, he’'d tell Dan’l’s fortune be-
fore leaving. So Dan’l agieed to that,
though he didn’t take much stock in for-
tunetellers ordinarily. But, naturally, the
stranger was a little different.

Well, he pried and he peered at the lines
in Dan’l’s hands. And he told him one
thing and another that was quite remark-
able. But they were all in the past.

“Yes, all that's true, and it happened,”
said Dan’l Webster. “But what's to come
in the future?”’

The stranger grinned, kind of happily,
and shook his head.
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**The future’s not as you think it,”’ he
said. “It's dark. You have a great ambi-
tion, Mr. Webster.”

“T have,” said Dan’l firmly, for every-
body knew he wanted to be President.

“It seems almost within your grasp,”
said the stranger, “‘but you will not attain
it. Lesser men will be made President and
you will be passed over,”

“And, if T am, I'll still be Daniel Web-
ster,” said Dan'l. “Say on.”

“Youn have two strong soms,” said the
stranger, shaking his head. ““You lock to
found a line. But each will die in war and
neither reach greatness.”

“Live or die, they are still my sons,”
said Dan’l Webster. “'Say on,”

“You have made great speeches,” said
the stranger. ““You will make more.”

“Ah,” said Dan'l Webster.

“But the last great speech you make will
turn many of your own against you,” said
the stranger. “They will call you Icha-
bod; they will call you by other names,
Even in New England some will say you
have turned your coat and sold your coun-
try, and their voices will be loud against
you till you die.”

“So it is an honest speech, it does not
matter what men say,”’ said Dan'l Web-
ster. Then he looked at the stranger and
their glances locked,

DEVIL TALES 51

“One question,” he said, “T have fought
for the Union all my life, Will I see that
fight won against those who would tear
it apart?”’

“Not while you live,” said the stranger
grimly, “but it will be won. And after
you are dead, there are thousands who will
fight for your cause, because of words that
you spoke.”

“Why, then, you long-barreled, slab-
sided, lantern-jawed, fortune-telling note
shaver,” said Dan'l Webster with a great
roar of laughter, 'be off with you to your
own place before I put my mark on you!
For, by the thirteen original colonies, I'd
g0 to the Pit itself to save the Union!”

And with that he drew back his foot for
a kick that would have stunned a horse, It
was only the tip of his shoe that caught
the stranger, but he went flying out of the
door with his collecting box under his arm.

“And now,” said Dan’'l Webster, see-
ing Jabez Stone beginning to rouse from
bis swoon, “let's see what's left in the jug,
for it's dry work talking all night, I hope
there’s pie for breakfast, Neighbor Stone."’

But they say that whenever the devil
comes near Marshfield, even now, he gives
it a wide berth. And he hasn't been seen
in the state of New Hampshire from that
day to this. I'm not talking about Massa-
chusetts or Vermont,

As Jesse James is, after Mark T'wein and possibly Harry Truman, t;_he
most famous son of Missouri, he is also, next to Robin Hood, the favorite
hero of outlaw ballads, of which there is a cycle. Whgre, .when, and by
whom the following ballad about him was made up is still a matter of
uncertainty. The following is what Professor Belden called "t‘he vulgate
version.” "“Mr. Howard” was the alias of Jesse at the time of his death.

% ess¢ James was a lad that killed many a man.
He robbed the Danville train.

But that diety little coward that shot Mr. Howard
Has laid poor Jesse in his grave,

It was Robert Ford, that dirty little coward,

I wonder how he does feel;

For he ate of Jesse’s bread and slept in Jesse’s bed
And laid poor Jesse in the grave.
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GHOST TALES 97

The midnight made grand with a red-god charge,
A red-god show,

A red-god show,

“*A-la-la, a-la-la, a-la-1a, a-la-la.”

With bodies like bronze, and terrible eyes

Came the rank and the file, with catamount cries,
Gibbering, yipping, with hollow-skull clacks,

Riding white bronchos with skeleton backs,
Scalp-hunters, beaded and spangled and bad,

Naked and lustful and foaming and mad,

Flashing primeval demoniac scorn,

Blood-thirst and pomp amid darkness reborn,

Power and glory that sleep in the grass

While the winds and the snows and the great rains pass.
They crossed the gray river, thousands abreast,

They rode in infinite lines to the west,

Tide upon tide of strange fury and foam,

Spirits and wraiths, the blue was their home,

The sky was their goal whete the star-flags were furled,
And on past those far golden splendors they whirled.
They burned to dim meteors, lost in the deep.

And I turned in dazed wonder, thinking of sleep.

And the wind crept by

Alone, unkempt, unsatisfied,

The wind cried and cried—

Mauttered of massacres long past,
Buffaloes in shambles vast . . .

An owl said: “Hark, what is a-wing?"’
I heard a cricket carolling,

1 heard a cricket carolling,

1 heard a cricket carolling.

Then ...

Snufing the lightning that crashed from on high
Rose royal old buffaloes, row upon row.
The-Jords of the prairie came galloping by.

And I cried in my heart *“A-la-la, 2-1a-1a,

A red-god show,

A red-god show,

A-la-la, a-la-1z, a-la-la, a-la-1a.”

Buffaloes, buffaloes, thousands abreast,

A scourge and amazement, they swept to the west,
With black bobbing noses, with red rolling tongues,
Coughing forth steam from their leather-wrapped lungs,
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Cows with their calves, bulls big and vain,

Goring the laggards, shaking the mane,

Stamping flint feet, flashing moon eyes,

Pompous and owlish, shaggy and wise.

Like sea-cliffs and caves resounded their ranks

With shoulders like waves, and undulant flanks.
Tide upon tide of strange fury and foam,

Spirits and wraiths, the blue was their home,

The sky was their goal where the star-flags are furled,
And on past those far golden splendors they whirled.
They burned to dim meteors, lost in the deep,

And [ turned in dazed wonder, thinking of sleep.

I heard a cricket’s cymbals play,

A scarecrow lightly flapped his rags,

And a pan that hung by his shoulder rang,
Rattled and thumped in a listless way,

And now the wind in the chimney sang,

The wind in the chimney,

The wind in the chimney,

The wind in the chimuney,

Seemed to say:—

*Drearn, boy, dream,

If you anywise can.

To dream is the work

Of beast or man.

Life is the west-going dream-storms’ breath,
Life is a dream, the sigh of the skies,

The breath of the stats, that nod on their pillows
With their golden hair mussed over their eyes.”
The locust played on bis musical wing,

Sang to his mate of love’s delight.

I heard the whippoorwill's soft fret,

I heard a cricket carolling,

I heard a cricket carolling,

I heard a cricket carolling,

I heard a cricket say: ‘“Good-night, good-night,
Good-night, good-night, . . . good-night.”
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