American Poetry (63ΛΥ05 A-Kar)
Spring 2024 (4th semester)
Professor Liana Sakelliou

E-mail: lsakel@enl.uoa.gr
Class time: Wednesdays 12.00-15.00 
Office hours: Wednesdays 15.00-16.00 and by appointment
     Books: American Norton Anthology all volumes
1. Εισαγωγή στην Τριλογία της H.D. (εκδ. Δαρδανός)

2. Γκάρυ Σνάιντερ: Η ποιητική και η πολιτική του τόπου (εκδ. Οδυσσέας)
3. Levertov’s Poetry of Revelation, 1988-1998 (εκδ. Δαρδανός)
Course Description
        The course offers a selective survey of significant developments in American poetry from Puritanism to the end of the twentieth century. We will examine varieties of the American experience, the search for a voice, the exploration and construction of the American identity, the emergence, and the avatars of the American sense of self.  

       Through text-centered study, larger cultural features will be considered as well as the thematic, stylistic, and innovative characteristics of the set texts. Alongside important historical, cultural, and intellectual contexts, through close readings of primary texts, we will also focus on the elements of informed critical analysis and on essential theoretical categories in literary studies. 

Assessment
1. The course is assessed by a 2h final exam where students are expected to answer two questions out of four.  

2. The translation/biography project (optional) is worth 10% of the final grade for the course.
Course Outline
1 Introduction/ The Native American Legacy/ The Puritans 
Native American Imagistic poems/songs 
Anne Bradstreet, “Here Follows Some Verses upon the Burning of Our House,”

 “The Author to Her Book”

            Additional Course Reading:

Richard Gray, “Introduction”*
Ellen B. Brandt, “The Erotic Component in Puritan Poetry”*
2 The Transcendentalists
Edgar Allen Poe, ‘The Raven’
            Walt Whitman, “Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking,” “Song of Myself”
Emily Dickinson, “This was a Poet,” “Wild Nights, Wild Nights,” 
“Because I could not stop for death” and other poems
            Ralph Waldo Emerson, The Poet 
            Additional Course Reading:

            Γκάρυ Σνάιντερ, «Ο παλιός νέος κόσμος του Ουώλτ Ουίτμαν» (183-87)

                  Γκάρυ Σνάιντερ: Η ποιητική και η πολιτική του τόπου
Elizabeth Jennings, “Idea and Expression in Emily Dickinson, Marianne Moore, and Ezra        Pound”*
            3  Poets of the American Grain: Chicago, the Harlem Renaissance, and  N. England 

Robert Frost, “The Gift Outright,” “Home Burial,” “Fire and Ice”

Carl Sandburg, “Chicago”

Langston Hughes, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers”

Gwendolyn Brooks, “A Bronzeville Mother Loiters in Mississippi…”; “The Last                       Quatrain of the Ballad of Emmet Till”

Rita Dove, the 2 poems we studied in class
            Additional Course Reading:

            J. Albert Robbins, “America and the Poet: Whitman, Hart Crane and Frost”*
            Langston Hughes, ‘The Negro Artist and The Racial Mountain”*
            4  The Modernists


T.S. Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”

e.e. cummings, “next to of course god america i,” “Buffalo Bill”

Ezra Pound, “A Pact,” “In a Station of the Metro”

W.C. Williams, “Spring and All” ‘The Red Wheelbarrow’
Wallace Stevens, “Anecdote of a Jar”

Hilda Doolittle, “Oread,” 

Marianne Moore, “Poetry,”

Elizabeth Bishop, “One Art” 

            Additional Course Reading:
            T.S. Eliot, “Tradition and the Individual Talent”
Λ. Σακελλίου, «To ποίημα ως παλίμψηστο» Εισαγωγή στην Τριλογία της H.D.
A. R. Jones, “Imagism: A Unity of Gesture”*
5 The Black Mountain Poets

Charles Olson, “Album” 
Denise Levertov, “September 1961”, “Sands of the Well” and many others
            Additional Course Reading:

Λ. Σακελλίου, “The Challenge for a Poetry of Revelation” Levertov’ s Poetry of Revelation 
Charles Olson, «Προβολική ή ανοιχτή ποίηση» Ποίηση 7(1996), 3-19*
Robert Duncan, “Towards An Open Universe”*
6 The Confessionals 

Robert Lowell, “Skunk Hour,” ‘To Speak of Woe That Is in Marriage’
Sylvia Plath, “Lady Lazarus” ‘Daddy’ 
Anne Sexton, “Sylvia’s Death,” ‘
            Additional Course Reading:

Alicia Ostriker, “The Nerves of a Midwife: Contemporary American Women’s Poetry”*
Helen Vendler, “Robert Lowell and History”*
Μary Kinzie, “Applied Poetry”*
7 The Beats
Allen Ginsberg, “To Aunt Rose” ‘A Supermarket in California’
Gary Snyder, “Riprap,” “Axe Handles,” ‘Four Poems for Robin,’ ‘The Shrine in 

 Delphi,’ ‘The Acropolis Back When’’ 
            Additional Course Reading:

«Σημειώσεις για τη γενιά των Μπητ και ο νέος άνεμος» (68-79) Γκάρυ Σνάιντερ: Η ποιητική και  η πολιτική του τόπου
      8 The New York Poets
      Frank O’ Hara, “Why I Am Not a Painter”

      John Wieners, ‘A Poem for Museum Goers’

            Additional Course Reading:
Tατιανή Ραπατζίκου, «Οι ποιητές της Σχoλής της Νέας Υόρκης: πειραματισμός και        πρωτοπορία»*
            Eric Mottram, “Frank O’ Hara”*
      Helen Vendler, “New York Pastoral”*
      Μary Kinzie, “Irreference: on John Ashbery”*
Secondary Readings

You may refer to the following books at the Library (to name just a few):

Bennett, Paula. My Life a Loaded Gun: Dickinson, Plath, Rich, and Female Creativity. 1990.

Bercovitch, Sacvan, ed. Cambridge History of American Literature. 2006.

Bloom, Harold. A Map of Misreading. 1980.

Bly, Robert. American Poetry: Wildness and Domesticity. 1991.

Brooks, Cleanth, John Thibaut Purser, and Robert Penn Warren, eds. An Approach to Literature: A Collection of Prose and Verse with Analyses and Discussions. 1944.

Farr, Judith. The Passion of Emily Dickinson. 1992.

Feidelson, Charles, Jr. Symbolism and American Literature. 1953.

Frye, Northrop. Fables of Identity: Studies in Poetic Mythology. 1986.

Fuller, Edmund, and B. Jo Kinnick. Adventures in American Literature. 1963.

Gates, Henry Louis, Jr.. The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African-American Literary Criticism. 1989.

Gelpi, Albert. The Tenth Muse: The Psyche of the American Poet. 1991.

Georgoudaki, Ekaterini. Race, Gender and Class Perspectives in the Works of Maya Angelou, Gwendolyn Brooks, Rita Dove, Nikki Giovanni, and Audre Lorde. 1991.

Gross, Seymour L. Images of the Negro in American Literature. 1966.

Kennedy, X. J., and Dana Gioia, eds. Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry and Drama. 1999.

Killingsworth, M. Jimmie. The Cambridge Introduction to Walt Whitman. 2007.

Magill, Frank N. Critical Survey of Poetry. 1982.

Parini, Jay, et al. The Columbia History of American Poetry. 1993.

Schwartz, Sanford. The Matrix of Modernism: Pound, Eliot, and Early Twentieth-Century Thought. 1985.

Pearce, Roy Harvey. The Continuity of American Poetry. 1961.

Silliman, Ron, ed. In the American Tree: Language, Realism, Poetry. 1986.

Spender, Stephen, and Donald Hall, eds. The Concise Encyclopedia of English and American Poets and Poetry. 1970.

Spiller, Robert E, et al. Literary History of the United States. 1963.

Vendler, Helen. Voices and Visions: The Poet in America. 1987.

Von Hallberg, Robert. American Poetry and Culture, 1945-1980. 1985.

Wilson, Raymond Jackson. Figures of Speech: American Writers and the Literary Marketplace, From Benjamin Franklin to Emily Dickinson. 1989.

Yorke, Liz. Impertinent Voices: Subversive Strategies in Contemporary Women’s Poetry.
Ziff, Larzer. Literary Democracy: The Declaration of Cultural Independence in America. 1982.

1

