Studying Greek History
through Inscriptions



The epigraphy of piety and of religious
beliefs

* Dedications

The dedicator
The object of dedication
The deity

 Ex-votos
* as he had promised
e in fulfillment of a vow

e Sanationes
* Oracles
e Defixiones
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New York, Metropolitan Museum, 6t c. BC

Dolichos dedicated me




Athens, Epigraphic Museum, 500-480 BC

N]eokleides dedicated




Athens, Acropolis
IG I} 644
510-500 BC
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Avotag avéDekev Lysias dedicated to

ABevalal Athena the first fruits.
ATLAQXEV® Evaoxic Euarchis dedicated to
avebDexev Athena the tithe.

Dexkatev AOevalal.



IG I° 948, Olympieion of Athens, c. 521 BC

Mveua tode hég agxes
[Tewolot[patog himtmtio
h]uiog O€kev ATTOAAOVOC

[TvO[t]o ev Tepevel

Pisistratus, son of Hippias,
dedicated this altar to the
sanctuary of Pythian
Apollo as a souvenir of his
office.



Thucydides 6, 54.6-7

Other members of the family of the Peisistratids occupied the office of
the eponymous archon of the Athenians and among them Peisistratos,
the son of Hippias, the same as his grandfather Peisistratos, who
dedicated the altar of the twelve gods in the Agora, while he was
archon, and the other in the sanctuary of Apollo Pythios. And that of
the Agora was later extended by the demos of the Athenians and
covered the inscription; but of the altar of Pythios the inscription is
still visible today in faint letters and says the following ... (the

inscription follows).



ish Museum no 399, Priene, 334 BC
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ing Alexander
dedicated this temple
to Athena Polias




IG 117 2891
Acropolis, Athens, 40/41-53/4 AD
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With Good Fortune.

G(aios) Ioulios

Metrodoros

from (the deme of) Marathon

after having been thesmothetes
dedicated to Apollo under Akropolis.



Dedications

e on behalf of someone
e for someone's sake

hyper + genitive



Chr. Lohr, Griechische Familienweihungen (2000) no 169
thens, end of the 4t c¢. BC




Theudosios from (the

Oovddotog Iatavievg demos of) Paiania

AcoRANTU@L &AvEBNKE dedicated to Asklepios for
L , the sake of his daughter.
vTteQ TS BvyatEoc.

/ Theano
Osaxvo.



E.

ernand, Inscriptions grecques d’Alexandrie pto
(2001) no 24, Egypt, 222/1-204 BC
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Ymep paotAéwce TIToAeuaiov

\ , , / On behalf of king
Kal faotAioong Apovong

Ocwv Didontatopwy Avovpet. Prolemaios and queen

O1 tpeofvTEPOL TWV OAVPOKO- Arsinoe Theoi
TV, [EPEVC AUEVVEDG

Mayoc Todmic Philopatores, the elders of

HapwpOne those who cut the wheat
IaBpovg | |

Metéoipic (dedicated) to Anubis

IleoLéxawv



Dedications
after communication with the gods

* as he/she had promised
*in fulfillment of a wish
*by command

e after a dream/vision



IG 112 4636, Attika, 4t c. BC

AplotokAéa i Kitiag
A@poditnt Ovpaviatl :

eLEAUEVT i avEDMKEV

Aristoklea from Kition
dedicated to Aphrodite
Ourania (from heaven)

having done a wish



A. Rizakis - I. Touratsoglou , Inscriptions from Ano
Macedonia I (1985) 39 no 234, Velvendos, 2nd-3rd ¢, AD

Oeolg ETNKOOLG
TNVOE XAQLV TEV-
Eac OeddoTOCg
V EVEAUEVOG.

To the gods who hear
(the prayers)
Theodotos made this gift
having done a wish




SEG 41, 1628
Egypt, Kanopos, 2" c. AD

Ena@podettog Towd(i)

aTteAev0eQOG avEO K

I, Epaphrodeitos, ex-slave,
dedicated to Isis




RICIS 113/0206,
roman period

(footprints)
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HELLENISTIC PERIOD

Introducing New Gods

vs. Exporting Greek Gods
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SEG 38, 1547, 4%/37d ¢, BC

2MTEANC TOV OETVO(]
AOnvaio[c yepwv]
Kol 01 6TpaTidTO ]
Al 2ZOThpt,

5 Iloogwodve,
ApTEUIOL

2OTEIPAL.

Soteles, [son of ...]

Athenian [head of the soldiers]
and the soldiers

to Zeus Saviour,

to Poseidon,

to Artemis

Saviour



[sis, Sarapis, Anubis



The three (!) Sarapieia of Delos

Sanctuary of"
—98)

arapieion
%)

House of Inopos
(= 95)




IG X1 4,1248
Delos, end of 3rd-
beginning of 2" ¢. BC

YapaTdl, Towy, Avovidt
Ktnoiag AmtoAAodweov Trviog
TOV ONoAvEOV KAL TO OTQWHX
KATA TIQOOTAYHA TOL Oeov

5 aveOnkev.

untt pe OapPnoets eodwv, Eéve:
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aAAX Xapels €VPaAAe O T co<t> piAov 0Tl aTo
Ovuov

10 elg enov eVdEKTOV CWUA OLX OTOUATOC.



This is dedicated to
Sarapis, Isis, and
Anubis. Ktesias son of
Apollodoros of  Tenos
(island) set up the offering
receptacle and the base
according to the command
(prostagma) of the god.

Do not be surprised when
you see me (i.e. the animal
in bronze who guards the
treasury) looking fierce, oh
stranger!  For, patrolling
day and night, I guard this
divine offering receptacle
without sleeping. Yet you
please me when you throw
whatever = your  heart
desires into my spacious
body through the mouth.



Expression of basic human needs:

healing and prediction of the future
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Epidauros




Epidauros




IG IV 12 121b, Epidauros, 4t" c. BC

Andromache of Epirus, [came to the
sanctuary] for the sake of offspring. She slept
in the Abaton and saw a dream. It seemed to
her that a handsome boy lifted up her dress,
and after that the god touched her belly with
his hand. After the dream a son was born to
Andromache from her husband Arybbas.



Amphiaraeion, Oropos/Attica, 4t" c. BC
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https://dodonaonline.com/



https://dodonaonline.com/

Plan of the sanctuary of
Dodona, as it developed up to
the Roman period



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Plan_Dodona_sanctuary-en.svg



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:D70-0404-dodona.jpg

M. Guarducci, Epigrafia
greca 1, p. 295 ff. and IV
p. 83 ff.
Dodona, 550-500 BC
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Hermon (asks)

by conciliating which of the
gods

there would be for him a
profitable offspring

thanks to Kretaia, in addition to
the one he already has.
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Curse in lead, Athens, 4th













SGDI 15632 (Teos, c. 475 BC)
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Who ever should make deadly drugs for the Teian
community or for an individual, destroy him and
his tamily. Whoever stops the importation of grain
into the Teian land or repels it as it is being
imported either with skill or device and on sea or
on land, destroy him and his family.



* [OETIIMAZ KAI AIONYZODONTOZ TO TEAOZ KAI TON
TAMON KATATPADQ KAI TAN AAAAN NMAZAN TY[NAIK]QN
KAl XHPAN KAl TTAPOENQN MAAIZTA AE OETIMAXZ KAl

[MAPKATTIOEMAI MAKPQNI KAI [TOIZ] AAIMOZI KAI ONOKA
EFTO TAYTA AIEAEZAIMI KAl ANATNOIHN  NAALIN
ANOPOZzAZA. [TOKA] TAMAI AIONYZODQNTA NMPOTEPON AE
MH. MH TAP AABOI AAAAN TYNAIKA AAA H EME. [EME A]E
2YNKATATHPAZAI AIONYZOODQONTI
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