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SLAVERY THROUGH INSCRIPTIONS
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Terminology

* avOQATIOO0V (andrapodon)

* TETQATIOO0V (tetrapodon)

* DOVAOG (doulos)

* olkétnc (oiketes) = one who lives in house
* Oepamwv (therapon) = servant

* akOAovOog (akolouthos) = follower

* LS (pais) = (house)boy

* cwua (soma) = body



Occupations of the slaves

e farmers

* labourers or foremen

* craftsmen and tradepersons
 soldiers

* pedagogues

[+ land-bonded groups: the penestai of Thessaly, the Spartan
helots, the klarotai in Crete]



, probably slaves

INES

Workers in the m




Domestic servants in funerary steles




Provenance

* War
* Piracy
 Banditry

* Debt slavery (in Athens interdicted by Solon with the seisaxtheia =
liberation of debts)

- Barbarian slaves
- Greek slaves

Centers of slave-trade
* Delos

* Ephesos

 Byzantion



Status of slaves

Some slaves had some rights, like :

. Right to possess property

. Familial rights and privileges (marriage, inheritance, etc.)
. Religious rights and obligations

. Military rights and obligations (military service as servant,
heavy or light soldier, or sailor)

. Authority over the work of others



Inscriptions relating to slaves

* Confiscations of property (“poletai inscriptions”)
* Letters
* Funerary inscriptions

* Manumissions



IG 13421 =ML 79A =OR
172A
Athens, 414 BC

Sale of property
confiscated from those
condemned for mutilating
the Herms and profaning
the Mysteries




(Confiscated slaves) of Kephisodoros, metic living in Piraeus

165 dr.
135 dr.
170 dr.
240 dr.
105 dr.
161 dr.
220 dr.
115 dr.
144 dr.
121 dr.
153 dr.
174 dr.

72 dr.

301 dr.
151 dr. (2)

85 dr.

Thracian woman
Thracian woman
Thracian man
Syrian man
Carian man
Illyrian man
Thracian woman
Thracian man
Scythian man
Illyrian man
Colchian man
Carian child
little Carian child
Syrian man
Maltese man or woman
Lydian woman



Letter written on a lead sheet, Athens, 4th ¢. BC
D.R. Jordan, Hesperia 69 (2000) 91-103 = SEG 50, 276
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Anotc emoteAAet
EevokAEL Kal TNt unTot
HUNOOUWG TIEQLOEV
AVTOV ATIOAOUEVOV €V
TWL XAAKELWL, AAAX
TIOOG TOG DEOTIOTAG
avTto eADelv kal
evevpeoOal tL BEATIOV
avtwl. AvOQwTwL Y
TIAQADEDOUAL TTAXVV
TTOVN QWL LA TLYOHEVOG
aTOALVAL DEDEUAL
rmpoTtnAaxiCouat
UAAAOV UAAAOV.

‘Lesis is sending (a letter)
to Xenokles and to his
mother by no means to
overlook that he is
perishing in the foundry
but to come to his
masters and find
something better for
him. For I have been
handed over to a man
thoroughly wicked; I am
perishing from being
whipped; I am tied up; I
am treated like dirt—
more and more!’



Funeral verse inscription, Laurion, 4t ¢. BC
IG 11210051
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Atwtag petaAAevc.
[Iovtov at’
Eveéetvou
[TapAoywv
ueyabvuog Atwrtag
NG yatag tTnAov
WU AVETIAVOE
TTOVWYV. TEXVNL O’
oUTLG €QLCe
[TvAauéveog o
aTt0 PLCNG elu’, OG
AXIAANOG XeLoL
oauels E0avev.

Atotas — worker 1n the
mines.

Paphlagon from FEuxeinos
Pontos, the brave Atotas
away from his land rested
his body from his labors. In
his art he was irresistible. «I
come from the lineage of
Pylaimenes, who was tamed

by the hand of Achillesy.



Manumission = the act of freeing slaves
by their owners.

* by testament

* by public announcement (secular, unformal
manumissions were announced in theatres or
sanctuaries)

* by fictional dedication (god provided security)

* by fictional sale to Apollo (god provided security)



Delphi, polygonal wall




Acts of manumission, polygonal wall, Delphi




SGDI 111722, Delphi, c.158/57 BC




apyovtog Apywvog tod Kaiiio unvog
‘Evovorottpomiov, dnédoto A-

Ti6100¢g Opbaiov Td1 AmdAlwvi T [Tvbimt couato
yovaikeio Tpio aic O-

vouoata Avtryova 10 yévoc Tovdaiay kai tac Ouyatépag
VTS Ocodmpav

Kol AwpoB€av, TIHAS dpyvpiov uvay EXTd, Kol Tav
TV Eyel maoav. PePor-

5 OTNP KaTO TOV VOLOV TS TOAL0¢ Evdokoc ITpatia
Aeh@OG. KaBwg Emi-

otevoe Avtrydva Kail Osvompa kol Awpobea Tl Bedn
0V OVaY, 8¢’ e é-

Aev0epan elplev Kai AvEQOTTOL Amd TAVT®V TOV ThvTa
Biov. &l 0€ T1C AmTot-

TO €M1 KOTOOOLAMOUML avTay, BEPatov mapeyétm O T
AmoddueEVOg Atel-

cioag xal 0 Befoarwtnp EVdoKkoC €1 0 un mwapEyotv
BEParov Tav wvay T

e When Archon son of Kallias was

archon, in the month of
Endyspoitropios, Ateisidas son of
Orthaios sold to Pythian Apollo three
women slaves whose names are
Antigona, of Jewish origin, and her
daughters Theodora and Dorothea, at
the price of seven silver minas, and he
has the whole price. Guarantor
according to the law of the city:
Eudokos of Delphi, the son of Praxias.
Accordingly Antigona, Theodora and
Dorothea have entrusted the sale to
the god, on condition that they be free
and unencumbered in every respect
for all their lives.



10 Beddt 6 te dmodouevoc kai 0 Befarwtnp,
TPAKTILOL EOVT® KATO TOV VOLLOV.

ouoimc o€ xai ol mapa[t]uyydvovieg KHplot
EOVIM GLAEOVTEC

VTG MG EAEVOEPOG E0VoC ALALLIOL EOVTEC
Ko

avuTodKol Tacag dikag Kai (opiac. paptopot
O ie-

peVG 10D ATTOAA®VOC Apvvtog Kol ol dpyovTeG

15 Nixapyog, KAéwv AapocBéveog, Ayimv
‘ExepiOiov,

ot Apywv Nikooviov, Ebompog
Apovra.

 But if anyone seizes them to reduce them to

slavery, the vendor Ateisides and the
guarantor Eudoxos shall provide surety. If
the vendor and the guarantor do not
provide surety, they shall be subject to
prosecution according to the law. Likewise
also, those who meet the women shall be
empowered to take them away as free
persons, without being subject to
prosecution in respect to all legal process
and fines.

Witnesses:
priest of Apollo: Amyntas

magistrates: Nikarchos, Kleon son of
Damosthenes and Hagion son of Ekephylos

private individuals Archon son of
Nikoboulos and Eudoros son of Amyntas.






Selective Bibliographie on Associations
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Berlin — Boston
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Websites

* https://copenhagenassociations.saxo.ku.dk/inventory-of-
ancient-associations-database/

* http://philipharland.com/greco-roman-associations/



Solon’s regulation on public communities (demes,
phratries) and private associations
Digesta 47.22

eav O& ONUOG 1 POATOQREG T) LEQWV OQYLWV T) vavTaL N
oVOOLTOL 1) OUOTAPOL T

Olxowtal 1) €Tt Aetav OLXOUEVOL T ELG EUTTOQLAV, O TL AV
TOUTWV OLxOWVTAL TTROG

aAAANAOULG, KUQLOV elval v U1 aTtayoQeLvonL dNUOoIX
YOAUUATA.



(Even?) If

(inhabitants of) a demos or members of a phratria or
performers of sacred rites or

sailors or members of groups dining together or
providing for their burial or members

of religious groups or individuals engaged in some
enterprise for plunder or trade

(arrange?), whatever (of the above?) they may arrange
between themselves shall be

valid, unless it is forbidden by the public archives (i.e.
legal documents preserved there).



Types of associations

* Political «associations»/groups (hetaireiai)
* Religious associations (orgeones, thiasoi, eranoi)

[Asklepiastai, Dionysiastai, Sarapiastai, Isiastai,

Hermaistai, Athanaistai, Artemisiastai]
* Professional associations

* Ethnic groups



Decree issued by the association of the Dionysiasts in honour of Dionysios
IG II? 1325, Piraeus, 185/4 BC

« With Good Fortune. In the archonship of Eupolemos, in the month of Posideon, at the regular
assembly. Resolved by the Dionysiasts. Solon, son of Hermogenes, of Cholargos, proposed:
Whereas Dionysios, son of Agathokles, [of MarathJon, who was appointed as treasurer by the
Dionysiasts for many years and accepted from them [the priest]ood of Dionysos, constructed the
temple of the god and embellished it with many [beautiful] votive offerings, for which he expended
no small sum of money. (Whereas) he also gave [to the associa]tion 1,000 (silver) drachmas so that
they might obtain from the income the means to sacrifice to the god [monthly] in accordance with
the ancestral traditions. And (whereas) he provided the Dionysiasts [with gold] and silver objects
for their use and all the other supplies that are necessary [for their sacred rites, and a place in]
which they gather each month to participate in the sacred rites: [The orgeones shall resolve] to praise
Dionysios, son of Agathokles, of Marathon, and to crown him [with an ivy wreath], in accordance
with the law, for his kindness and virtue and benevolence [towards them, and to annou]nce this
wreath after the libations have been made after the sacred rites [have been completed] by the
orgeones in their first meeting. And (they shall resolve) that [this decree] be inscribed [on a stone
stele] and that it be set up beside the temple of the god, and that the treasurer shall defray the
expense for the [inscribing of the stele and for setting it up]. These things [were proposed by Solon].



ayadel toyer €[ni] EvmoAéuov dpyovtog, ITooidedvoc ayopdt kupiot: E60EEV TOIG
[Aov]uciloctaic: Todav Eppoyévov Xolapyedg elnev: £medn Atovoctog Ayadorréone

20 [Mapabd]vioc kotactadeic Tapiog Hmo TdV Alovucsloetdyv mAEim £t kol Aafov Top’
aVTMOV

[TV iepewa]ovny 10D Atovicov oV T€ ved ToD 00D KATECKEDUGEV Kol EKOCUNCEV TOALOTC
[kal kohoig ava]Onuacty kol €i¢ Tadta AvnAmKey ovK OAlov TAT|00G dpyvpiov: ETEdm-
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30 [cacOot 6tav cuvtelesOML T]a iepd TOIG OPYEDGIY €V TET TPDOTEL GLVOOWL: AVOLYPa-
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[Vaypagnv kai v avadecty g otiAng pelpicot to yevouevov avaimuo TOv Tapioy. tob-

[ta Zorwv elnev].



Decree issued by the Amphiaraistai including honours for Onesimides
IG I1? 1322 = I.Rhamnous 167, Rhamnous, after 229 BC

Theotimos, son of Theotimos, of Rhamnous proposed: Whereas Diokles founded the association devoted
to Amphiaraos, but it happens that the sanctuary needs renovation, the oikos has no doors and the tile
roof is broken, part of the wall near the altar has collapsed, the table of the god has been broken and the
prostoon is in danger of falling down, and that those who had gathered together want to contribute, each
according to his ability, to the restoration of all these things, so that, after these (furnishings ?) for the god
have been restored, all those who wish might have a communal sanctuary for their use.

With Good Fortune. The Amphiaraistai shall resolve that each person shall contribute to the restoration of
the sanctuary as much as he wants. And that the names of the donors shall be inscribed on a stone stele
and set up near the (statue of the) god. And (they shall resolve) that Mnesikleides” name shall also be
inscribed, since he joins in the restoration of the sanctuary with them. And (they shall resolve) also to
praise Onesimides of Rhamnous and crown him with a wreath of young folliage, since he dedicated to
the god the terraces where the cistern is located, and donated revenues to the Amphiaraistai who are with
Diokles of Hamaxanteia. And (they shall resolve) to sacrifice every year from the generated income and
inscribe him (Onesimides), too on the stele. And (they shall resolve) to praise the association’s founder
Diokles, son of Dion, of Hamaxanteia, and the secretary Kalliteles, son of Kallias, of Lamptrai, and the
treasurer Archestratos, son of Aischines, of Erchia, and to crown each of them with a wreath of young
folliage on account of their love of honour and fairness towards them. And (they shall resolve) that they
themselves supervise the erection and the inscribing of the decree and give account ...
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