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Aims and Objectives
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a result of taking this course, the student should be able to: 
1. Assess the historical trajectory of the region, its peoples and cultures.  
2. Examine the role of the pre-modern Empires in the region as well as the changes that the advent of Modernity brought in the region. 
3. Assess the reflection of European power politics and conflicts in the Ottoman Empire and the Middle East. 
4. Outline the historical perspective of the conflicts in the region and analyze the political issues in their origins. 
5. Apply the knowledge acquired in assessing recent developments in Turkey and the Middle East. 

Course Outline
· The Rise and Expansion of Islam
· The Development of the Islamic Civilization to the 15th century
· The Ottoman and Safavid Empires
· Egypt and Iran in late 19th century
· The Beginning of the End of the Ottoman Empire: The Greek Question; The Eastern Question 
· The Ottoman Empire in the late 19th century.
· The Decline of the Ottoman Empire: The Balkan Wars
· Britain and the Middle East in late 19th century
· WWI and the End of the Ottoman Empire 
· The Asia Minor Campaign
· Palestine and the Birth of Israel
· Nasser and Egypt
· The Oil Factor
· Syria and Iraq
· The Resurgence of Islam and the Iranian Revolution 
· The U.S. Moment in the Middle East
· The Arab Uprisings and their aftermath


Course Assessment
Written Paper (3,000 – 4,000 words)
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