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TDK)! founded in 1932 in Ankara. He worked as a professor of Turkish at Ankara
University between 1936 and 1951. He also was the head adviser of the Turkish
Encyclopaedia between 1942 and 1960. He wrote books and articles on the Turkish
language. Beside his mother tongue, Armenian, he knew English, Ottoman, Azeri, Uighur,

Latin, Greek, German, Russian, and Bulgarian. [...]

In an article about Martayan’s life (“The Good Child of the Republic: Hagop Martayan or A.
Dilagar”), Levent Ozata, a journalist with the newspaper Agos, writes that Martayan was sent

to the Caucasian front to fight as an Ottoman soldier during WWIL.? After the war, Martayan

VEvag avayvaotg S10pwce v mAnpogopia — kortdEte tov TOvo tov: «This information is completely wrong.
The first secretary general of the institution was Rusen Esref Unaydin, and the first head specialist was
Abdiilkadir Inan. Please refer to the delegation list in the institute’s first journal. Page 6,
https://archive.org/details/turk-dili-tetkik-cemiyeti-
bulteni/Tu%CC%881k%20Dili%20Tetkik%20Cemiyeti%20Bu%CC%881teni%2001/page/n7/mode/2up»

— To Aykdg cuvnBmg givarl coPfapn epnuepida. AvapoTiEpol Totdg GEAALEL GE VTN TV TEPITTOOT.

2 https://www.agos.com.tr/tr/haber/cumhuriyetin-iyi-cocugu-hagop-martayan-ya-da-a-dilacar-2527
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held various positions, including principal of an Armenian school in Beirut, Lebanon,® and
then a lecturer of Turkish and Uighur in Sofia, Bulgaria. But when the newly formed Turkish

state decided to invent a new language in the 1930s, Martayan’s life changed course.

With his articles on the Turkish language, Martayan had attracted the attention of the
authorities. But he had been denationalized*, stripped of citizenship; he was wandering
around with a certificate documenting his statelessness.’ He was allowed to enter Turkey as “a
special guest of Mustafa Kemal, the first president of Turkey, to develop the Turkish
language. [...] And it was Mustafa Kemal who suggested Martayan’s surname, Dilagar
[literally, “one who opens up the tongue (or language)”’; perhaps better translated as
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“language-giver”]® because of his contributions to Turkish after the promulgation of the Law

of Family Names.
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¢ BA. TV K01 £KQPEiGT 6T TOVPKIKG, Kot To. SuTicd oppevikd: Dilim agilmali. Ltigniu wtwp k pugnih: —
Tpérer va ovvnBiow v (koavodpyia / £Evy) pov ylaooo.
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