Me and the Society — Society and Community

Lesson Plan

1. Theme: Me and the Society: Society, Community, Participation, and Shared
Responsibility

Social Structures — Community Life — Responsibility — Cooperation —

Intercultural Coexistence — Active Citizenship
2. Grade: 6th Grade

3. Target Group: Students studying in a Greek primary school within a
multicultural classroom, including students of Islamic background, with

diverse cultural and social experiences.
4. Lesson Type

Lesson for: acquiring social and civic knowledge, understanding how societies
and communities function, developing responsibility, cooperation, and
participation skills, strengthening intercultural understanding and respectful

coexistence.
5. Duration: 45 minutes

6. Basic Terms: society, community, citizen, participation, responsibility,
cooperation, rules, rights, duties, diversity, inclusion, solidarity, common good,

respect, dialogue

7. Pedagogical Methods

Guided and structured discussion
Inquiry-based learning

Case-based learning (community examples)
Cooperative learning

Reflection and values-based learning



Intercultural dialogue (non-religious, inclusive)

8. Teaching Aids (Means)

Board / interactive board

PPT slides or visual cards

Short informational texts

Community scenarios

Reflection prompts

9. Goals

Educational Goals

Students will learn to:
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Understand what society and community are

Distinguish between individual and collective responsibility
Identify roles of people in a community

Understand why rules and cooperation are necessary

Recognize diversity as a social reality

Formational Goals

Students will learn to:
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Develop a sense of responsibility toward others
Value cooperation and participation

Respect cultural and social differences

Understand themselves as active members of society

Develop empathy and social awareness

10. Cross-Curricular Connections

Citizenship Education



Social Studies

Ethics / Values Education

Language Development

Intercultural Education

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)

11. Expected Results

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
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Explain what society and community mean in their own words
Give examples of cooperation in community life

Describe responsibilities of community members

Explain why diversity exists in societies

Show respectful attitudes toward others in group interactions

12. Preparation for the Teacher

The teacher prepares:

Visual examples of communities (school, neighborhood, city)

Short case descriptions related to community life in Greece

Worksheet on rights and responsibilities

Examples connected to students’ daily experiences

13. Structure of the Lesson

A. Introduction — Activating Prior Knowledge (6 minutes)

Teacher questions:

What is a community?

Which communities are you part of? (family, school, neighborhood)



Why do people need rules to live together?
Transition:

“Today we will learn how societies and communities work, and what

responsibilities we have as members of them.”

14. Core Concepts — Theoretical Content
Information for the Teacher

a) Society and Community

A society is a large group of people who live together and organize their lives
through shared rules, values, and institutions. Societies include many different

communities.

A community is a smaller social group where people interact more directly,
such as a school, neighborhood, or local area. Communities depend on

cooperation, communication, and shared responsibility.

Societies function well when people understand that they are connected and

that their actions affect others.
b) Roles, Rules, and Responsibility

Every society has rules that help people live together peacefully. Rules exist

to protect people’s rights and ensure fairness.

Responsibility means: following rules, respecting others, contributing to the

common good.

Students at this age begin to understand that responsibility is not only

personal, but also social.

c) Cooperation and Participation



Cooperation means working together to achieve shared goals. Participation
means being involved in community life, expressing opinions respectfully, and

helping solve common problems.

Active participation strengthens democracy and social trust. Even children can

participate by:

respecting rules, helping others, expressing ideas peacefully, working in

groups.
d) Diversity and Inclusion

Modern societies are diverse. People may differ in: culture, language,

traditions, family backgrounds.

Diversity is a natural characteristic of societies. Inclusion means ensuring that
everyone feels respected and valued, regardless of differences. Understanding

diversity helps prevent exclusion, discrimination, and conflict.
e) Intercultural Perspective

In multicultural societies, people may have different customs, but they often
share common values such as: respect, cooperation, fairness, responsibility

toward others.

In Greek society and in many cultural traditions, community life has always

depended on cooperation and mutual support.
Teacher’s Role

The teacher acts as: facilitator of dialogue, model of respectful behavior, guide

in ethical reflection, mediator in discussions.

15. Practical Activities & Timeline
1. Case Discussion — “Life in a Community” (8 minutes)
Students read a short scenario about a neighborhood problem.

Scenario 1: The Shared Playground



Situation

In a neighborhood, there is a small public playground used by many children.
Some children play football there every afternoon, while younger children and
elderly people also want to use the space to rest or play quietly. Recently,
problems have started. The football often goes near the benches, and elderly
people feel unsafe. Some parents complain, and the children begin to argue

with each other.
Guiding Questions:
What is the main problem in this community?

Who is responsible for the situation? (children, parents, community,

everyone?)

How could the children, parents, and neighbors cooperate to use the

playground peacefully?

What rules or agreements could help everyone feel safe and respected?
Key Ideas for Discussion

Shared spaces belong to everyone

Different needs must be respected

Cooperation and dialogue help solve community problems

Scenario 2: Noise in the Apartment Building
Situation

In an apartment building, families from different backgrounds live together.
Some families like to play music or watch television loudly in the evening.
Other neighbors, including elderly people and students, feel disturbed and
cannot rest or study. Instead of talking to each other, some neighbors leave

angry notes in the hallway. Tension begins to grow in the building.

Guiding Questions:



What problem has appeared in this community?

How do the actions of some people affect others?

Who should take responsibility for solving the problem?

How can dialogue and cooperation improve life in the building?
Key Ideas for Discussion

Respecting shared living spaces

Understanding different habits and needs

Communication as a tool for peaceful coexistence

2. Group Activity — “Community Roles” (10 minutes)
Groups identity:

different community roles,

responsibilities of each role,

how cooperation helps.

3. Reflection Circle (5 minutes)
Sentence starters:

“A community works well when...”
“I am responsible for...”

“Respect in society means...”

16. Final Teacher Reflection



After the lesson, reflect on: students’ understanding of society and
responsibility, ability to cooperate and listen, respect for diversity, level of

participation and engagement.

17. Sources of Information for the Lesson

Civic and Social Education

Council of Europe — Living Democracy

European Commission — Citizenship Education in Europe

Crick, B. — Education for Citizenship and the Teaching of Democracy

Intercultural and Inclusive Education

OSCE - Guidelines on Intercultural Education
Nieto, S. — Affirming Diversity

Vygotsky, L. — Mind in Society

Damon, W. — Moral Development in Childhood



