
THE EUROPEAN POLICIES OF ITALY



It is within the European institutions that

"Italy will make its voice heard, loud and

clear, as it should be for a great founding

nation” (general policy speech of Giorgia

Meloni in October 2022)

→ Reflects the evolution of EU/Italy relations
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I - Factors shaping the European policies of Italy
A – The place on map

→ Peninsula (wide access to the sea) + 4 land

borders = strategic position and trade

facilitation

→At the heart of migration routes

→ Between Northern and Southern Europe:

geostrategic position



I - Factors shaping the 
European policies of Italy
B – The Italian population

‘There are two kinds of

Italians: Italians from the

North who live in the North

and Italians from the South

who die in the South’. (Pierre

Desproges, 1990).

→ Major inequalities

(economic, social, etc.)

between the north and south of

the country



I - Factors shaping the European policies of Italy
C – Size of the country

→ Population : 58,9 million =

13,1% of the total EU population.

3rd demographic power

→ Significant weight in the

European institutions : in the

European Parliament, 76 seats

→ So, big country but with

domestic instabilities and economic

weaknesses…



Big economy:

‣ Part of the 5 EU States in top 20 global national economies (9th position)

‣ Represents 12,5% of of total EU GDP

‣ 3rd most touristic country in the EU

→ A major economic player in the EU

I - Factors shaping the European policies of Italy
D – The Italian economy, big but weak

BUT Italian economy is very weak 
Key data:

Public debt = 137 % of the GPD

National budget deficit = 7,4 % of 

the GPD (currently, excessive 

deficit procedure in progress)

Unemployment = 6,2 % in August 

2024 (7,7 % in February 2024)

→ “Tanguy” is not a joke in Italy but 

the reality : 6/10 young adults are 

unable to move out



I - Factors shaping the European policies of Italy
E – Domestic politics

→ A parliamentary democratic republic based on the Constitution of 1948, with a bicameral

Parliament (Camera dei Deputati & Senato della Repubblica)

→ Coalition government system : huge governmental instability (71 governments since 1948)

→ Since 2022, coalition led by Giorgia

Meloni (Fratelli d’Italia). Right & Far-right

coalition.

→ Coalition relatively cohesive ideologically,

with strong positions on immigration, national

sovereignty, and criticisms of certain EU rules.

But tensions persist between the 3 parties

(particularly regarding foreign and economic

policy priorities).



Represents the evolution of party results from the 2018 elections to the 2022 elections



European elections 2024

→ National party election results 

→ Seats by political groups



European elections 2024



I - Factors shaping the European 
policies of Italy
F – The history of the country

→ Recent unification of Italy (1870): before it was just a

‘geographical expression’

→ ‘Italy is done, the Italians have yet to be done’.

→ Mafias and organised crime, a part of the history of the

country

→ 1922: Mussolini takes power, then establishes a fascist

regime

→ Colonial empire (Somalia, Libya, Eritrea, Albania, etc.)



II – The European policies of Italy



Why? 

Economic reason

Find new market

Find a frame and helps to 

develop the country (especially 

Mezzogiorno) Rebuilt its economy 

after the WW2

Political reason

Uniting Italians from the North 

and South around a common, 

European identity
Consolidate democracy 

& the new institutions of 

the Republic

Stopping the Italian 

Communist Party's rise

Geopolitical reason

Breaking away from 

fascism

Regain legitimacy and not be side-

lined on the international stage

With major territorial amputations and the 

loss of its African colonies in particular = 

need to give priority to multilateral 

frameworks

Peace, stability & liberty



‣ Supports initiatives: CAP, Customs Union, Single European Act (+ Member of the
Schengen area and the euro zone)

‣ Big support of enlargement (particularly of the countries of Central and Eastern Europe)

‣ Defends a defence and security policy (NATO member)

‣ Against the budgetary austerity imposed by the Maastricht Treaty

II – The European policies of Italy

The war in Ukraine and Italy's position:

The government in power (under Mario Draghi) at the start of the war: firm condemnation of Russian

aggression, full support for Ukraine, demand for Ukraine's rapid integration into the EU, sending arms to

Kiev.

The Meloni government subsequently followed these positions.

But the other two leaders of parties in power (known for their pro-Russian stance) are more ambiguous.



II – The European policy of Italy

An important point to remember is that the country's problem is its

internal instability, its volatility and the unpredictability of Italian politics.

So, Italy remains ambivalent about its relationship with the EU

depending on the political party in government.



III - Major consecutive crises and rise of Euroscepticism 
A – Migrant and refugee crisis



III - Major consecutive crises and rise of Euroscepticism 
B - From Europhilia to Euroscepticism

1945 – 1990’s : very 
Europhile country, one of 

the most fervent 
supporters of European 

integration

First turning 
point: 

Maastricht treaty 
& integration of 

zone Euro

2000’s: rise of 
Eurosceptic parties (major 

development of the 
Northern League)

2015: refugee & migrant 
crisis led to a high 

Euroscepticism

Mitigation of 
Euroscepticism post-

Covid: Italy is the 
first beneficiary of 
the recovery plan



European recovery plan: amounts received by each Member State



CONCLUSION

⇒ Seek to reform certain aspects of the European Union, especially migration 

policies and budgetary criteria, but without questioning Italy's membership of the 

EU = Soft Euroscepticism
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