
SLOVAKIA
Michal Žák

THE EUROPEAN POLICIES OF THE EU MEMBER-STATES



Introduction 
and basics

• Population: 5.4 Million 

• Capital: Bratislava

• Official language: Slovak 

• Currency: Euro (member of the 
eurozone since 1 january 2009)

• Schengen: Schengen area 
member since the 21st of 
December 2007

• NATO: Member since 29th of 
March 2004 



Introduction and 
basics

• Slovakia is a parliamentary 
democratic republic with a head 
of government - the prime 
minister - who holds the most 
executive power and a head of 
state - the president - who is the 
formal head of the executive, but 
with very limited powers.

• President: Zuzana Čaputová –
Independent

• Prime minister: Róbert Fico –
Smer-Social democracy



History of Slovakia in 
the 20th century

• 1918 – On the 18th of October Tomáš 
Garrique Masaryk, Milan Rastislav 
Štefánik and Edvard Beneš declared in 
Washington D.C. the independence for 
the territories of Bohemia, Moravia, 
Silesia, Upper Hungary and Carpathian 
Ruthenia from the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire and proclaimed a common state, 
Czechoslovakia.

• 1919 – During the break-up of Austria-
Hungary , Czechoslovakia was formed, 
and the borders were set by the Treaty 
of Trianon and Treaty of Saint Germain.



History of Slovakia 
in the 20th century

• During the Interwar period, democratic Czechoslovakia 
was allied with France,
with Romania and Yugoslavia (Little Entente). Both 
Czechs and Slovaks enjoyed a period of relative 
prosperity.

• 1938 – The Munich Agreement on the 29-30th of 
September, which allowed the German majority of the 
Czech part of Sudetenland to join into Germany.

• 1938- 2 November First Vienna award which gave parts 
of southern and eastern Slovakia to Hungary



History of Slovakia in 
the 20th century

• World war II (1939-1945) – During this period Slovakia seceded for 
Czecho-Slovakia in March 1939 and allied itself with Nazi 
Germany and it´s coalition. This puppet state was named the First 
Slovak Republic

• 1948-1989 – Communist party rule: Czechoslovakia became a state 
under the influence of the Soviet Union and its Warsaw pact. 

• The Prague Spring was a period of political liberalization and mass 
protest in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. It began on 5 
January 1968, when reformist Alexander Dubček was elected First 
Secretary of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (KSČ), and 
continued until 21 August 1968, when the Soviet Union and 
most Warsaw Pact members invaded the country to suppress the 
reforms.

• In 1969 Czechoslovakia became a federation of the Czech and 
Slovak socialist republics which was a satellite state of the Soviet 
Union but remained independent to a certain degree



Dissolution of Czechoslovakia and the 
creation of the Slovak Republic

• In June 1990 after a change in the constitution the
monopoly of the communist party ended and the first
democratic elections were held

• Vladimír Mečiar becomes the PM and was a very
controversial person and this later ended by his
government failing

• After this defeat Mečiar creates a new political Party 
(HZDS) and 81% of Slovaks trusted his party

• The main theme of his election plan was the dissolution
of Czechoslovakia

• Vladimír Mečiar and Václav Klaus met at Villa
Tugendhat on 26.8.1992 and decided on the split

• Róbert Fico is today the only actvie politician who sat in 
parliament when the decision to split took place



THE FALL OF 
RADICOVA 
GOVERNMENT 
DURING THE BAILOUT 
CRISIS

• After the Slovak parliamentary elections in 2010, a coalition of four 
parties came to power, despite the victory of the social democrat party 
(SMER – sociálna demokracia). However, from the beginning of her 
mandate, Radičová, whose popularity helped her to assume the position 
of Prime Minister, had to face difficulties. Due to the instability of the 
coalition formed out of parties of different orientations she was forced 
to concentrate on the search for consensus.

• Of the 124 deputies present in parliament for the vote, only 55 voted in 
favour of the changes, with 60 – mostly opposition Smer MPs –
abstaining and 9 deputies voting against. SaS’s 21 deputies did not take 
part in the vote, in which the government needed 76 votes to pass the 
changes. The result makes Slovakia the only country not to have 
approved the enlargement of the eurozone bailout fund



Slovakia in the eyes of 
the EU

• Because of Mečiar Slovakia was deemed
as a difficult county and had to be
revaluated.

• In 1999 the Luxembourg council
considered the new Slovak government a 
step into the future and sped up the
process of joining the EU

• When Slovakia joins in 2004 it tries to 
adopt as much as it can to the new 
environment of being an EU country, 
especially because of previous
complications



Slovak Government



Trade and economy



Trade and 
economy



Trade and 
economy

• The most important sectors of Slovakia’s economy in 2020 were industry (24.1%), wholesale and retail 
trade, transport, accommodation and food services (18.4%) and public administration, defence, education, 
human health and social work activities (16.8%).

• Intra-EU trade accounts for 79% of Slovakia’s exports (Germany 22%, Czechia 11% and Poland 8%), 
while outside the EU 4% go to both the United States and the United Kingdom and 3% to China.

• In terms of imports, 80% come from EU countries (Germany 20%, Czechia 18% and Austria 9%), while 
outside the EU 4% come from South Korea and China and 3% from Russia.

• Biggest industry in the recent years the automotive industry and since 2007 Slovakia has been the biggest 
producer of automobiles per capita. 





RUSSIA-
UKRAINE WAR

• Slovakia, which shares a border with Ukraine in its east, had sent 
military aid in 13 packages and worth 671 million euros ($718.24 
million) to Kyiv since Russia's attack in February 2022 before 
Fico's appointment. 

• However Slovakia continues supporting Ukraine in the means of 
healthcare and peace packages such as Demining equipment. 

• Since the start of the war Slovakia accepted roughly 400 000 
refugees

• Crude Oil Imports from Russia in Slovakia averaged 454.99 
Thousand Tonnes from 2008 until 2023, reaching an all time
high of 590.00 Thousand Tonnes in August of 2023 and a 
record low of 186.00 Thousand Tonnes in May of 2010



EUROSCEPTICISM IN SLOVAKIA





THANK YOU 
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