Educating RitaWorkshop
This film depict changes experience by an adult student from a working class background who attends a “second chance” program offered at Open University.  We will explore this process of change in terms of both Mezirow’s theory of transformative learningand Kegan’s theory of epistemological development. To make the most of our 3-hour session, please come prepared.

1. Read Chapter 2 “What Form Transforms” (Kegan) and Chapter 6 “Teaching with Developmental Intention”(Taylor) from Mezirow’s(2000) Learning as Transformation.
2. Write and bring to our session a brief (a few paragraphs), informal description of some aspect of your own educational experiencesthat, on reflection, now appear transformative.  (This will not be collected, but it may become part of a group discussion.)
3. As you review the film, pay attention to what you are coming to understand about how Rita changes over time.  What does she do (or not do) or—more important—say that alerts you into how she thinks and feels. Please identify approximately 8 to 10 such moments, to use in discussion groups.
    *     *     *     *     *
I invite you to look carefully at the first time we meet Rita.  Each of us has our own impressions; here are mine.  
A young woman enters the university grounds, dressed in a tight skirt and heels so high she can barely walk on the cobblestones.  Her hair is dyed several colors.  Though she is in a hurry, at times her body language says she feels unsure and insecure, as when she passes close to traditional university students coming down the stairway talking about their studies.  She is also determined—at times fiercely so, such as when she forces open the sticky door and later, when she insists that Frank is her tutor.   
Asked her name she says, after a pause, “Rita.”  When Frank points out that her application said otherwise, she says, “I’m not a ‘Susan’ anymore.”  She is alternately brash and reflective.  She uses provocative language, like “tits” and “fuck,” but then aligns herself with the “aristocracy and educated people,” who are most likely to swear, and distances herself from “the masses . . . who can’t help themselves.”
The interview reveals that she is clever, intense, and hungry to “discover meself,” although, “I should have had a baby by now.  Everyone expects it.”  She also knows that she lacks confidence and that change must happen from the inside, which is what she wants from learning. 

Ritais tentative when she asks what “assonance” means, andlooks downcast when she doesn’t recognize Yeats as a poet.  She also says that coming to university might be a crazy ideaand that she mightdrop out before their next meeting.  Yet when Frank tries to dismiss her, she initially seems defeated, but then insists that he will remain her tutor and wins him over.
When I contrast this with the final scenes of the film, where Rita says goodbye to Frank first at his office and then at the airport, I see a totally different persona.  
In his office, she describes the most important outcomes of her education not in terms of information—the “quotes and empty phrases” she learned—but that her life is now under her direction; she can make her own choices.  She has established an identity that is her own, not one that depends on what others think of her or want from her—including Frank.  At the airport, It is difficult to recognize her as the same woman who first stepped on campus.  Her hair is its own color.  Her manner of dress is stylish without being faddish or ostentatious.  More importantly, she is poised and self-assured.  She speaks to Frank as an equal—her sense of herself and her possibilities are no longer subject to his approval.  As she turns and moves confidently toward her future we see that even her way of walking has changed.
What has happened in the interim?  What does the film show us about the process that led from the first scene to the last?I suggest making notes of several moments in the film (see assignment #3, above) in a format similar to this:
	Scene
	How is Rita thinking/perceiving?
	What evidence?
	Why did this attract your attention?

	Rita meeting Frank for the first time
	She has mixed emotions: uneasy with the regular students, somewhat brash with Frank—she seems to be trying a little too hard; very earnest about wanting to learn—to “find herself”; defensive about what she does not know (e.g., the meaning of “assonance”).
	How she first appears and her reactions to the other students; her need to make an impression on Frank: she says “tits” and “fuck” and talks about “the ignorant masses.” Her passionate desire for change “from the inside.”
	The huge contrast with how she is (and appears) at the end. She has established her own identity and can make choices about her own life.  She no longer needs to impress or shock.  She respects Frank but no longer needs his approval.  She finally turns and walks confidently away, truly transformed.


Together, we will analyze these incidents for illumination of our theoretical frameworks.

