
Cicero, ND I.43–5

Epicurus alone saw that, first, there are gods, because nature herself has imprinted a concept (notionem) of them on the minds of all men. For what race or what nation of men is there that does not, without being taught, possess some preconception (anticipationem) of the gods? Epicurus calls this prolêpsis, i.e., a kind of delineation (informationem) of a thing pre-conceived by the mind, without which nothing can be understood, investigated, or debated. The force and utility of this reasoning we learn from that heavenly book of Epicurus about the yardstick and the criterion. So you can clearly see that that which is the foundation of our present inquiry has been signally laid. For since belief in gods has not been established by some authority, custom or law, and the unanimous consensus about it stands firm, it must necessarily be understood that there are gods. For we have implanted (insitas) or rather innate (innatas) cognitions of them. But what the nature of all men agrees about must necessarily be true. Therefore it must be admitted that there are gods. And since this is more or less a matter of agreement among all men, not only among philosophers but also among the uneducated, we admit also this point of agreement, that we have a preconception (anticipationem), as I called it before, or prior notion (praenotio) of the gods –(for new things require new names, just as Epicurus himself called prolêpsis that which no one had called before by this name)– we have, then, a preconception such as to make us consider the gods eternal and blessed. For the same nature which gave us the delineation of the gods themselves also engraved (insculpsit) it on our minds that we should consider them eternal and blessed. If this is so, the well-known maxim of Epicurus truthfully said that that which is blessed and eternal can neither have any trouble itself nor cause trouble to another, and thus cannot feel neither anger nor gratitude, since all such things belong only to the weak.


Lucretius 5.1169-1182

For already is those days the races of mortal men used to see with waking mind, and still more in their dreams, figures of gods, of marvellous appearance and prodigious size. They attributed sensation to them, because they seemed to move their limbs, and to utter voices of a dignity which was in keeping with their splendid appearance and vast strength. They endowed them with everlasting life, because their appearance was always in supply and the form remained the same, and more generally because they thought that beings with such strength could not easily be overcome by any force. Therefore they thought them to be supremely blessed, because none of them seemed troubled by the fear of death, and also because in their dreams they saw them perform many marvellous acts with no hardship to themselves. 

