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«THIS STRANGE INSTITUTION
CALLED LITERATURE”

AN INTERVIEW WITH JACQUES DERRIDA

:a- The original interview, of which this is an edited transcript, took
place in Laguna Beach over two days in April 1989. The translation is
by Geoffrey Bennington and Rachel Bowlby.

D.A. You said to your thesis jury in 1980 that “my most constant
interest, coming even before my philosophical interest I should say, if
this is possible, has been directed towards literature, towards that
writing which is called literary.” And you have published a number of
texts which present readings of literary texts, about which we shall
soon be talking. Yeta large part of your work has been concerned with
writing that would be more Jlikely to be called philosophical. Could

you expand upon that statement concerning your primary interest in

. literature, and say something about its relation to your extensive work

on philosophical texts?

J.D. What can a “primary interest” be? 1 would never dare to say
that my primary interest went toward literature rather than toward

33
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