The Birth of Paul Bunyan

- Sfiries about Paul Bunyan began to circulate in the
o iding those Americans inclined to tell tall tales with a perfect vebicle for their lies.
There is known to have been a Canadian logger named Paul Bunyon who, some peaple
f}ﬁ;‘_zk, may have been a model for.the stories. But the first prirztea’ mention of the hero
wm, of all places, in the advertising literature for a lumber company, and some suspect
rbat the character was invented for that purpose. Of all North American folktales, those

re the quickest to be turned into hiteraturé, s frontier newspaper

jabfszm‘ Paul Bunyan we
writers filled their pages with stories that were eventually collected in books. With so

be gathered around him a bizarre array of men and

early part of the twentieth century,

mény peaple at work on bis image,
“ i’ilqé}sz‘s the like of which has seldom been surpassed in North American lore or literature.

1f what they say is true, Paul Bunyan was born down in Maine. And he

. miust have been a pretty husky baby, too, just like youd expect him to be, from

- knowin’ him afterwards.

| When he was only three weeks old he rolled around so much in his sleep
, _fhat he knocked down four square miles of standin’ timber and the government
got afrer his folks and told ’em they'd have to move him away.

- So then they got some timbers together and made a floatin’ cradle for
: ;Paul and anchored it off Eastport. But every time Paul rocked in his cradle, if he
++: ‘rocked shoreward, it made such a swell it came near drownir’ out all the villages

o the coast of Maine. The waves was 50 high Nova Scotia came pretty near

‘becomin’ an island instead of a peninsula.

g That wouldn’t do, of course, and the government got after ’em again and
; ::fﬁld em they'd have to do somethin’ about it. They'd have to move him out of
;t}'mre and put him somewheres else, they was told. So they figured theyd better
‘take him home again and keep him in the house for a spell.

! But it happened Paul was asleep in his cradle when they went to get him.
-:_ They had to send for the British Navy, and it took seven hours of bombardin’ to
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wake him up. Then, when Paul stepped out of his cradle, it made such a swell it
caused a seventy-five-foot tide in the Bay of Fundy. Several villages were swept away,
and seven of the invincible English warships were sunk to the bottom of the sea.

Well, Paul got out of his cradle then, and that saved Nova Scotia from
becomin' an island, but the tides in the Bay of Fundy are just as high as they ever were.

So I guess the old folks must have had their hands full with him, all right.
And I ought to say, the King of England sent over and confiscated the timbers in
Paul’s cradle and built seven new warships to take the place of the ones he'd lost.

When Paul was only seven months old, he sawed off the legs from under
his dad’s bed one night. The old man noticed when he woke up in the mornin’
that his bed seemed considerable lower than it used to be, so he got up and inves-
tigated. Sure enough, there were the legs all sawed off from under it and the pieces
layin’ out on the floor.

Then he remembered held felt somethin’ the night before, but he'd
thought he must be dreamin'—the way you dream that you're fallin’ down some-
times when.you first go off to sleep. He looked around to see who could have done
it and there was Paul layin’ there sound asleep with his dad’s cross-cut saw still
held tight in his fist and smilin’ in his sleep as pretty as anythin’.

He called his wife, and when she came in he said to her, “Did you feel
anythin’ in the night?”

“No,” she said, “Is anythin' wrong?”

“Well, just look here,” he said. And he showed her the four-by-eights
layin’ there on the floor and the saw in their kid’s hand.

‘I didn't light the lamp when I went to get up this mornin’,” she said, “and
I guess I didn’% notice it.”

“Well, he’s done it, anyway,” said the old man. “T'll bet that boy of ours is
goin’ to be a great logger someday. If he lives to grow up, he’s goin’ to do some
great loggin’ by and by, you just sec—a whole lot bigger than any of the men
around here have ever done.”

And they was right, all right. There ain't never been loggin’ before nor
since like Paul Bunyan done.
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Babe the Blue Ox

It is the rare person in America who does not have the image of a big blue ox firmly
Iodged in his or her imagination. There are conflicting stories of how the friendship
between Paul Bunyan and his faithful companion came to pass. The  following tale is the

most commonly accepted account.

One day when Paul was working in his father’s logging camp in the
Maine woods it started to snow. Day after day the soft fluffy snowflakes fell until
the entire camp was covered with a blanket of snow. Log cabins disappeared from
sight, and all but the tallest trees were buried under the great snowdrifts.

And the strangest thing of all was that the snow, instcad of being white,
was 2 bright sapphire blue! For miles and miles as far as one could see the forest
was covered with beautiful blue snow. Loggers even today remember that year and
call it the Winter of the Blue Snow.

When the snow had stopped falling, Paul put on his snowshoes and went-
out to find wood for his fireplace. As he was returning, he noticed two little cars
sticking up through a snowdrift.

“It must be some poor animal lost and freezing to death,” thought Paul.
He reached down with one of his great hands and scooped the little thing out of
the snow. It was a baby ox calf with thin wobbly legs. Paul put the little calf inside
one of his large pockets and took him home. Soon he was curled up in front of
the fireplace and as happy and warm as could be.

“Poor little baby!” said Paul as the little calf drank some warm milk and
gratefully caressed Paul’s hand with his tongue. Paul decided to call the little calf
“Babe” and keep him for a pet.

The strangest thing about Babe was that, even after he became thawed
out, his coat remained a soft glossy blue. Paul nursed his new pet back to health,
but his color never changed. The Winter of the Blue Snow had colored him blue,

and blue he remained forever after.
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Babe followed Paul wherever he went and grew larger each day. Every
time Paul looked around the little calf seemed to have grown a foot taller.

In the spring, Paul built a little barn for Babe and put the calf inside for
the night. The next morning, the barn was gone and so was the little blue calf,
Paul searched high and low. Finally he found Babe calmly eating grass in a neigh-
boring valley—with the barn perched right up on his back! He had outgrown it
in a single night!

Paul became very fond of Babe and took him on all his adventures in the
woods. He grew by leaps and bounds and soon was almost as large as Paul him-
self. Woodsmen tell us that when Babe was full grown he measured forty-two axe-
handles between the eyes.

His appetite was tremendous. Every evening he ate a ton and a half of
hay. Even then he wouldn't be satisfied to go to bed unless he had three wag-
onloads of turnips for dessert.

Paul taught him to help with the logging in the woods, and would give
him an eighty-pound lump of sugar if he had been a good ox during the day. Babe
was always full of mischief, however. He liked to roar and stamp his feet at night
so the men would run out of the bunkhouses where they slept, thinking it was an
earthquake! When Paul scolded him for it, Babe only chuckled to himself and
pretended he was asleep.

Once when Babe was standing beside the cookhouse he winked at Paul
and put his head in the cookhouse window. Babe gave a great sneeze and blew a
whole barrel of flour over Hot Biscuit Slim, the cook, and his helper, Cream Puff
Fatty!

Babe was very useful in many ways. For instance, Paul had a lot of trou-
ble with the crooked, twisting road that wound in and out through the forest. He
finally tied one end of the road to a large stump and hitched Babe to the other
end with a large. logging chain. Babe dug his great hoofs in the ground and
strained and tugged until he had pulled the entire road out straight. It was a
mighty feat of strength. In doing it, he stretched the heavy iron links of the log-

ging chain until it was a single iron bar!
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« LEGENDARY HEROES AND HEROINES®

“Rio de Salle,” on account of the many salt springs along its course.
On a night shortly after building his fort, Bouvet was sitting in his cabin
looking over some maps he had made of the country traversed, when he heard a

noise at the door. When he ascertained that one man only was without he ordered

=
E:

1
Pl

the door opened. In walked a gaunt, peculiar looking character, singing:

I sow while others reap,

Be sure my warning keep,

Indians will come by break of day,

Indians hunting scalps, I say,

2nd he walked out. The Indians came “by break of day” and fought with burning
arrows trying to fire the fort, but failed and were repulsed by the French. Bouvet
then established salt works and began the manufacture of salt by boiling the water

from these salt springs, and as fast as he made a load 2 boat took it to St. Louis.

Returning from one of these trips he found the works had been destroyed by the
A Indians. He rebuilt them, but in a second attack by the Indians, so many of the

whites were killed that those who survived abandoned the fort and made their

escape to other settlements.

The man who gave this fort warning was “Johnny Appleseed,” whose real
name was John Chapman..

Johnny Appleseed when a young man living in Owensboro, Kentucky,
was engaged to marry Sarah Crawford, a very beautiful young girl. The night
before the day of their wedding she died. Johnny's grief unbalanced his mind, and

i in his delirium he thought he was called by the Lord as a harbinger of peace to
{ the west and that his special mission was to plant appleseed along the way, that
l those who followed might reap the benefit of his sowing. So he went to the
|

orchards where cider was being made and gathered a bag of seed and in the spring
started on his mission. T

Because of his mental condition and of a superstition among the Indians 4{", i
regarding the insane, he was allowed to go and come unmolested, even among the
most savage tribes. He lived among them, learned their language, adopted their dress
and habits, but never lost his loyalty to the white man and often gave them warning

.when the Indians were on the war path. Thus he passed through the wilderness,

glong the water courses and by the clearings singing, “I sow while others reap.”

Johnny Appleseed married an Indian girl and lived with her in a tepee on
urkey Creek, in this (Ralls) county, Missouri. One morning he walked into his
epee, gazed longingly at his baby and walked away. He was never heard of again.

: /“ﬁaéqif,;
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