The Colonel Swallows a Thunderbolt

Davy Crockett was capable of playing the back woods rube to the hilt. The Jollowing
tale, though, shows that behind the act he was a sophisticated humorist, as well.

Thar ar a grate menny kinds of larning. I found’it out when I went to
Kongress. That ar your mattymatticks, your jommytrees, your sighentifficks, and
your axletrissity. I nose nothin about the other wons, but the axletressity is a scream-
er. Thar war a feller in Washington that put the thunder and litening into glass bot-
tles, and when a feller had the roomatiz, or the Saint Vitals dance, he would put the
axletressity into his corpse jist like pouring whiskey into a powder horn, and it cured
him as clean as a barked tree. So I seed how ’twas done; and intarmined whenever
ennything aled me to try it, only I didn’t keer about the bottles, for I thort I could
jist as well take the litening in the raw state as it cum from the clouds. I had been
used to drink out of the Massissippy without a cup, and so I could take the litening
without the bottles and whirligigs that belongs to an axletressityfying masheen. Tt
fell out that sum two yeers arter I had ben to see this axetrissity, I got a leetle in love
with a pesky smart gal in our cleering, and I knowed it war not rite, seeing I war a
married man. So I combobbolated on the subject and at last I resisted that I would
explunctificate my passions by axletrissity, so it must be done by bringing it rite on
the hart and driving the love out of it. So I went out into the forrest one arternoon
when thar war a pestiferous thunder gust, I opened my mouth, so that the axletres-
sity might run down and hit my hart, to cure it of love. I stood so for an hour, and
then I seed a thunderbolt a cummin, and I dodged my mouth rite under it, and

plump it went into my throte. My eyes! It war as if seven buffaloes war kicking in

I cum out. I had a sore gizzard for two weeks arterward, and my inwards war so hot
that I use to eat raw vittals for a month arterward, and it would be cooked before it
got farely down my throte. I have never felt love since.
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III. KILLERS

He ‘gained this recognition not becquse he was bad but rather

because ke was ¢ man of swift and decisive action.
| ——Carr. Jomw R. HUGHES
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‘:— m lme .0f Western heroes is an. unbroken one. Asa boy in La Salle.
County Tllinois; James Butler chko‘ orn the year after Crockett
i, Bk . killed wolves for bounty, and:idolized Kit Carson, who later

Reein] Arbemus Ward: His Trovels (Part 112 Among the Mormons), by Charles F.

':,.Br:.)wne, ‘bp. 148-149. New York: Carleton, Publishér. 1866.
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my bowels. My hart spun round amongst my insides like a grindstone going by .l

steem, but the litening went clean through me, and tore the trowsers cleen off as it
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The Weeping Woman

In the Southwestern United States, and in Mexico, the reigning queen of ghosts is La

by

Llorona, the weeping woman. So many tales exist about the origin of her presence that

looking at a few of them provides a fascinating ook ar the folk-process at work.

L

A long time ago, an Indian couple was to be married, another ordinary
marriage as it may appear. But as time went on, the economic status of the fami-
ly went from fair to very poor. When the couple had its first baby, a boy, the father
knew he couldn’t feed him, so after thinking about what was best for the child, he
went to the river, and after asking God for forgiveness, he dropped the child in
the river. The husband believed he was doing the right thing and repeated his feat
as each child was born. Each time the town’s people heard the wife screaming, “Ay,
my hijo” [Oh, my son] in an cerie tone.

When her last son was born [all previous ones were boys), she was deter-
mined to have him live. She went down to the river, and after her husband
dropped the boy, she went after him. Since she wasn’t skilled in the art of swim-
ming, she drowned along with her som.

Nobody thought much of it after the death, but one foggy night, one of
the farm workers saw the ghostly figure of a woman and child in the river. The
woman screamed in her high pitched voice, “Oh, my son.” After that night, the

R A
AR S

ghost appeared on the water and the nearby land. The husband couldn’t sleep

-?Mﬁﬂ

because he heard these eerie sounds. Finally the husband, knife in hand, jumped
into the river and tried to kill the woman. After his unsuccessful try, his body was
,a never found.

After the story was spread around, people reported seeing her in different
places. But the local people said that she appeared only on rainy, foggy nights.

*365+
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+ OF GHOSTS, WITCHES, AND THE DEVIL*

IL

La Llorona hated men, especially men who have two or more women.
She appears to them dressed in 2 white robe and makes a pass and when they fol-
low her they are always found drowned, sometimes in the canal, but sometimes
they will be in the street. They always die with their eyes open like they were look-
ing up at something and couldn’t stop.

111

There was a woman who had gone out into the fields one day to help her
husband with the crop. She left her children unattended. When she came home
that evening, she found all of her children dead. Somehow they had poisoned
themselves. When she saw this, she went out of her mind and killed herself. Since
a suicide cannot be admitted to heaven, the Llorona was condemned to wander

the earth.
V.

When she was born, she was a twin, She and her sister were so identical,
that when they were baptized, the other one was baptized twice. La Llorona was
never baptized. She married when she was nineteen and had a son and 2 daugh-
ter. But she did not love them, so she drowned them in a ditch. When she died
and went before God, He punished her by having her cry and sedrch throughout
the world for her children until the day the world ends. Then she will be par-
doned. They say that she appears where there are lakes and ditches, and her weep-
ing and wailing can be heard.
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« THE WEEPING WOMAN »

‘Well, my friends told me there once lived this lady who had a bunch of

kids. Well, you see, she couldn’t feed these kids. So she decided to kill them. She

. They

believed her. She drowned them. And God punished her for this. So He said,

‘

to go swimming,

took them to the river and told them they were going

”

“You will always when a person puts 2 broom in the corner and it’s raining.
ys cry p P g

She regretted what she had done. But every time someone puts a broom in the

Lo OO L OHOLLOEHLLOLLOLELELOE

corner when it rains at night, she has to go out and kill someone.
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