roon. He:did not hope fo;-'impmvedﬁfqirQL;nastan;}(ss" This

was where he belonged; single window, sshower, hotplate, a

squat refrigerator parked.in. the bathroon, 2 makesh_ift}g:}qsgt
for scant possessions. There is akindof uneve_ptff;iinesgg,_dth“g;

AR A

resembles nédit‘éti.on.'-Qne-mdming he sat drinking cof.

fee and staring mito space when the larmp. that- extended
From the wall rustled i.nfo Hame, sz.uii:y-wi:ing, heitheu‘ght
calmly,-and put out-his cigarette: He watched the flames
rise, the lampshade begin to bubble and melt. Th TIemory
ended here : ‘

Now, decadeslater, he sat wa tehing another Woman, the one
he Tived with. Shewasatthe kitchen sink;washingher cereal
Towl, using a'soapy bare hand to scour the edges: They were
ivorced .-now‘,‘;ztff.er‘-ﬁv.eaor‘;s“i;; years.of marriage; stil], sha;ri_l_ng‘
n-apartment, hers; a third-flogr walkaip, sufficient :spagé;‘
ort of, tiny barking dog aext door. Lo
She was still lean, Flory, and a little lopsided, the.soft-
whish blond torres only now beginning to fade from her'
i One of her brassieres hung from. the dootknob on the
L. He looked at i, wondering -how long it had been
¢.Ttwas a [ife that had slowly grown around them, unfail:
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then “itsstarted, long: before the woman; ;hé, divedin .;5_;:16'; L




icy: ,Jdnd th.u it was: possl‘)}e thn;hc happcned toh
‘hf,re which Was, rare, durmg the: ciayhghi hours, he turned -
o the radio and hstcnc& to the qu«news station where she;‘
had a riarrow slof wcxy eleven mmutm T aortmg on ﬁm rou—, '
tine havoe out'there: 2 : -:

Slje spoke famashca]!y fabt Words and i\ey phmses cxper[lya. |

--outthe dnor ilm is, whaithcv did, they came’ cmcfi wenl She-;
‘ 3 ad to hurry torthe slud]o in midiown, and he Had a'movie
oo get-to, tenfor iy am., walking distance from here; and

: lhen *11‘10&101 movxc, somawhcm lsce, .:md SOE‘I}(,W]IC,](, e]se .

Eh mcasuzed in geo]og1 >4
Hze BQI‘” the T DR; ="1§W&Y‘s the: bxbhcal Cross Bronx, ten. -
ﬂlom““dfh ivers w1th deadcncc{ eyes. wmtmg f(n f:he gt,lic.s

e Tty wasia dum whiic stymmer. dﬂy &nd thcrc were, men . -
angc vcsts aakhammcrmv a!mw Ehc mlddie of the broad
' =fw1th Loncrcte bamcm runmmcr the 1aw crwxcc: and_f'

He wt_chgd her appme‘mh noiw; siantw:sc, hc,r bocly }an'
L of deterr ninedi mqmry, head: ﬂcpped left, eyEs’ ‘advang
. ng 4 ougi levels.of scrutiny bhc s{opped aE a dxsicmcc of
Zﬁv eet;*- R

| chi you gda h mrcut?” ST e R
© - He sat ﬂunkmg, then: 1c<l<.1'1<,d bdck io run. his {humb'
" over the- back oF his neck: A haircut wds: a hurried few -
rhoments i ¢ wel]—sahcdulcd day

“minaga

' -be fmgoiteu

A A

ubmgﬁqé to.in order to

'f‘rmg s]umpcd over. i‘hc counter in dmcrs or atdndmg alongs:dc' .




nse of camfn] forethought f:hc, was'not 4 h:tc person
! ﬁﬂ'd.Pél?Stc}_'.chf;‘-thiitl.hc w_as -1i§:_}t5turhing ;a@mutinﬁezciiv:iﬁizsioﬂ .

waysthe ase:late morming or ea;]). 1ﬂernoon
reniain soi:tary ével tlmy ]eﬂ_%he lhcatcr_ not',

1, got his tu,l(et gave it to' thc man m; |
the: ‘Ioi b}r amd went_ dl_:_;ctlyw’to the: cataconib toilets: A few -
minutes later hie took hisseatinthe small theatérand waited
for.the fé:atm'c to b@gin, Wait now; }'itlr'r)! later, fthes¢ WETe H}_.é-

: ::;'.enl‘: Cathohc,? Did his eémn&pments goﬂ fo miass every day, |
- before ﬁrs% hght in some village in the La‘rpaﬂuan Moun- ~

: “ tains, rcpcahng the words of a priestwitha iong white beard
and, goldm cloak? Where were the Carpathian Mouﬂtams? R

' "\She spo}me lai:(, at. mght mualiy in. bed :bodtcs at res’; and

a-resonance’in t]x
could inever cam?
used to wonder whether ﬂm name itself made any éhffcr»- -
ence. Maybe he:would feel this separation:no:matter what‘:*-
name he:carried on the plds’uc cardsin his'wallet. s

* He had. the row to himself, seated dead: center as the: :
house went dark. Whatever moons of clxjsN;;;‘
_chol}r hoveied over his experience, recent or di

Cand umlan«- '
istant; tliis was,

hc:pian here nghtaﬁ vaporate:- . -

i sai Jrotechon ! gamst' the rccm} of ’fhai" mr}y clrse; timt
-;fbane She. scemed to be speaking lines. from the mmhegot» R
;i‘cn revwal of a onchovcd plav The icncier sound of her

Flory:had ideas al_)qut :his vocation. In those early years,
between acting jobs; voice-overs, sales fairs and dogwalking, -
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miore: mrrowly, more csscntaaily,;

IIC thought aboutthis. -

. He could stay homeand waich T Vi movie, aftez fovie; on:
cable thrce hundred channels, she said; ‘deep into the mght
He: wouldn t ‘have ta: et from theater to. theater, subways
buses ‘worry, rush, and he'd be farmore c_omfortable he d
save himself money, he'd eat half-decent meals.

“He thought dbout this. It was obvious, wasi’t it, that thern :
were simpler alternatives. Fvery alternative was simpler. A .
job was simpler. Dying was simpler. But he understood that
her question was philosophical, nof-pr‘actica_l. She was prob-
inghis deeper recesses. Being at the movies Lo be at the mov-
ies..He thought about this. He'owed her the gesture.

The wornan entered as the feature began. He hadn’tseen her -
in'a while anid was ‘surprised to réalize; oniy now, that he’d.
noted her absence. She was a recent thsteemu, that the

word? He wasn’t'sure when she'd started showmg, upy ‘>hc
seemed awl\w'lrd, shghtly angular amd she was far younge:r

szl

their way”Hé saw them nohéthc}css now md thcn here and
there, one or the other. They were vague shapes with pasty’
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i steep nﬁuow esca}qtor tha‘c seems: Eo lead to somc;:'high usé 2
' formofheﬂ o L

. thmkmg, none of it reducible to words:

broad bottom could barely wedge itself bctween thc, tuban
" 'thc wall-and onto the toilet seat.

: ﬁlther on one wall, the: ankl ol old family photo so drained ;
of color-and tone thit itis generic, somebody’s fotcbears, E

But this was dtffcrem she was: dlffarent and hewas Watcl1~ o

o -mg her. She was seated two rows i front-of him, end of the

row, with the first i 11“(wges bnngmg pale hght to the front of':

the: Imuac

There was the long metal bar of the old police Tock set into
its:floor niche inches from the front door. There was the tall
narrow radiator; a relic, unscreened, witha pan setbeneath

~the shutoff valve to collectthe drip: Al times ‘he stared

into the columns of the radiator, thmlxmg whaicvm 1’1(: was

There was the ¢ramiped bathroom {hcy thcd ‘wher

“Sometimes hie Teft his cot, by invitation; and spent! the."

‘nwfht with Flory.in her hedroom where: they had wistful
";scx She had a boyhiend, Aviier; but said nothing about him
.beyond the name itselfand the. faci thathe had ason iwmg
_zn Washmgton - EER L

“There was the ho{ogrd phiof her grancimother and grand

ancestors, dead relatives. o
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to'find the humorin.it. Often, late, he 'd come homé to' find
g hcr kickboxmg in her pa]amas This' ‘was part ofa Tegimien |

- z'unahgned jaw crooked, His miouth slightly aslant.

' ‘foccasmrml Hurnes of worl\ Tl 1cy Iwed on h’lblf occupy;ng g
~long silences th at-were never tense or-self ~conscious. Other.

; _'red mt() w!uic b&ckgrounds stmndmg nm WJt
:ragmg argument in Korean or Farsi. e
In bed'with hier, he sometimes ﬂashed a ﬂmught of Avmr:
in some dark shrouded s hapemhcmgmg fc)rm, a, scattered'j‘
prcscme hauntmg the-room;: ‘ e
“ Flory liked to' pmmhhtm in thc. s%omach for fun He: med-:'- _

that included diet; stylized moverment and Iengthy medita-
tion, her bcdy faceup ori the ﬂoor a dish towel overher eyes:

Shie-did sumuner stock; gone for weeks; and sometimes; ‘his.
scnses_;duﬁcd down hc bamly i\new tlmt he was AIOE’lQ m tin,;
zﬁartlncrlt ' o T i 3
- There was: }115 face in ilzc nirror,: graduaﬂy bmommg‘ "

asymma{rml features no- longar onthe same axis; brows

- When &1(1 this begin: to happen? ‘What! happens ne‘{t?
They lived on' nearly nothing, ; his wilted savings: and her’

tzmes studymg & pldy'scnpk she: paced the floor, irymg, cml
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room bedraom, :.mc} W uted

'I'HIl IARVEL G

:ffor it to recur - I
Th ere was'a hotfeof Poilsh vodka: rcstmg on top of {he';ce o

lrays in‘the refrigerator. He mxvhtlglmxe it for three months
s and
o from a water. gia‘;e, Iymv back on the ot an’ hour Jater with
: -:the world all closed -down; noﬂun“ icft: of it but a tc,rlrlmf,al"
'-:ihrobbmg aché in his forebraii

g aa

then, one 1m<img ity drink sxppnwly and’ methodmaﬁy

“There were the traffic-reports; ihc scuud of T‘ 101 Vs voice

o Tprt,ssum:ed into twenty-five seconds of grz_dl.oc_,is-alerts,. lane.

closings, emergency: guardrail repairs. He sat hunched. by
the radio listening for hirits ‘of total global collapse. in the

- newsof a flipped vehicle on:the iitbound - Gowanus, These
- reports: weie the Yiddish slang of everything: gone wrong,
'refommhzicd in the specd dlCthIl and cool compmand of her

o ,.__:-(]‘611\?(,1}?. ‘ ' '

| Styangciy chalged w;th bhapmg thclr e xt} '-‘things itouched. S
Y bu’c notseen, or seen; through b ‘ :

Heispent a“year'in college in lns late. ['wcnt;cs wori\mg

""f'mgh ts at the'main post office on E;ghﬂl Avenue, dnd he'took
~‘a.course in philosophy. that he looked-forward to; week by
L week,’ page by page, mining even the footnotes in the te'(t

~ Then it get hard and he stopped. - I
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wore }cans tucl\ed mto éark i)oof:s :»md ]ooked d;ffemnt n
5bng!1t llbi}t whiter, thinner, he wasn't sure. She: paused
for a moment, people skimming: past.-He: tlmugilt she: also
looked worried and then' he thought it wasn't worry. butonly
a basic: alertness to the. csscutml details; the next showtim
~the qmckcsi way'lo get there She worea loose gray s}mt zmd
:camecl ashoulder bag. _ ' e
*.@abs went bl ashng past behind h:m
Shc began to move: away, Ecmg brown ha:r 1ong slow

: 'walkmg in the same dlru,tacm fol]owmg Was e fo}iowmg?
Didhe need someone to tell him whathe: Wwas domg? Did he
'need toc heck his position in the’ solar system because h(. d

o seen amana inymg sunscreen to. his lips?.. s

“The next inovie-in his: day was’ dxagonaliy c,rossl.own

>

1p
on East Kighty- -sixth Street but he. could take the!A, train.

‘here, if the situation warranted, &nd then' make th way :
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_ _;i:stee}tl}lze sm‘ry body He had thc old bcho w&ashvatgh witi
thc. fmycd Iffathcr b;md : P T

”_[foz pasd camful at‘tent‘mn to-rain.in movies. In forcxgn ﬁhm :

;norlhcm or easi’eml umpc rr scemcd sometm‘lcs lo ,

“with tm 1ey cars: gom past and Elpsixc:l\cd women:in pretty‘;: |

'_&resses These visions Wnuld fade-in 'seconds batin acurks
"‘:ous ‘way, 4 serious way; | hey had the dcnslty of a I!fwm{:
complcssﬂd ' AR T
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asa forelgmr He v\as actually ieadmg an altamaiw : hfc ‘In

L l*zﬂ\e ives, .oI\c lives; but ofy the margim of p}aus:bxixtv Aﬂer

I“lmy thought he chcl not have to zmagme an ﬂtcrmtwe life

several drinks'itisa blcary Leo wha proposes'the most: reck~
less life. Tt is this life, hrs life, the'movies. The ol rers wave
him off. Leo least of all thcy sdy. The man istoo carthbound
pragmatic,‘the most literal-minded of the bunch; :
- She brouglhit the story around to their tiurd_—ﬂoor_ walbu@
the:sight of him at the other end of the flat, seated on his cot,
lacing his shoes. This is why they were still living togethu
she said. His stolid nature was her bedrock. She needed only
what there was in plain sight, this man in body, in carcless
bulk;his g gravitational force keeping her in balance. .

Oihgrwzsc shc was wmdblown an fixed, eatmg and 3

get around to a l tiu, tlme befere thw ﬁnd you dcad in your'
grandmother’s nightgown.:Leo did not go to the doctor bui:'
she-went to the doctor because he did-not. She filled pre-
scriptions because he was here, sweeping r the floor. and tak-
ing-out the garbage. He was not springloaded; he was safe
There was no explosion in that crouched form. -

“Years later people can’t-remember. why they: got marrled
Leo couldn’t remember why they divorced, It had someﬁnng
to do with Flory’s worldview. She clroppcd outof the neighbor
hood association, the local acting company, the volunteers for :" ‘

- the homeless. Then she stopped voting, stopped eating mieat
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: andstopped bemcmamed She.devoted_morc t:m_ to 1ersh

| rﬁmshud lacing his shoes.and then stood and tumcd and .

L t‘ncd to'decide whether tonudge it back : ea
. ;as it was, ai’iedst for now. He remained a:-momﬂ.nt 1fac1nrf.the,
- window, scarcely-aware of the noise of traff c:_fronmth(; stregt,_ o

'+ This 45 where - he spent
- rider; stmdmg man, th
“andiothers; lives at'pau*;e faces empncd oul, and :,hc,czs well )

- iseated near the end. ofthé car; He didn’ t}mve‘to ’iooi\'di'rt,ctiv'

’I‘HE STARVI:,

' i'the universe and our remote: and ﬂeetmg piau: as earthlmgs?r

cople in rooms,

Oi was 1[ someﬂnnﬂ much more mt;mate P

m{y d stoppec .spe;ﬁcmg o e&ch other in- mcanmgfui

| wa;s she said, and they'd stopped having meaningful sex.

= But i:hev needed to be: here, each with: th{, other and he

raised the. shade: The slat jutted slightly fro

fat her. There she was, head down knees- hght upper body

‘ '?-swm,led toward the bulkhead.

"This was the midday lull between the breathless edges 0?
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't ?mdge and he bs.g;m t
i of them’ standmg, ]m bod}
o ag;lmsf :hcm pressed-into her: Which: way is she f"smng.
" She'is facing away from him, they are front to back bochcs

_ gmdcd by the swerves and changmg speec!s "tmm r.acmg pa’;t 1
- s.staimm now an: umehcduled exprcss

11"'

: why hc was domg tlus any of 1t fmm ihe:mtant ‘
to takc thc wrong train; her’ _mm? ’Ihere was 'not}: 1}10 to
-‘know Ttwas mmute to-mmute see uhatsnexf
~Soon he was foﬂowmg her. along the :,hcct and cut of the.- ‘

end—}ust the unﬁwd rhytl m of lns nced"

- therend of oue movie to the start of another/ He feltonlythat :'
L ‘_: reqmrement had ‘been met; the: easmg ofan indistinetten-
:'_rsmn He was ha]fway down the side aisle when he decided

=:’to

THE STA RVELIN (

~ He'stood at the-actess ‘point;: able to'see, her {,Htel the-

l__ater 6. He went back to. the: lobby ami asked for.a thet to

- whatever was showing thcrc. The ticket seller tapped it out,

-~ deadpan, and he headed:to the camiator walking past thc
: f;sccurltv guard whose nonchalance was probably: gcnume :

On the second foor again he lmnded thc tmke o thc‘ i -
. foxmed woman and walked past the: long foo : veers
inginto thcateré ‘Roughly two doacn heaés inthe se
' :He_scanned the seatsiand. found er Afth row, far.end

There was no satisfaction'in this; h’wmg tracked her fro

it directly. behind her. The impulse took him by surprise

“and! heimoved:into-the seat tentatively, nc.ecimg to:adjust to.
. the: blat'mt fact of being there.. Then the screen it upand -
" the previews: came at them like forms 'of laboratory tor ture '
' inswilt m'lage and high pitch. :
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B from ‘the., cizxy.s films, shot by 5110% She: has the: capamty to!

;ﬂoorbomds 1hcre is 1o bz}thtub only a shc)wcr mihitf rji
- sides that rattle if you. Tean on: thcm She’ forgc,ls to batl 1€,
foigets to eat: She lies in bed, eyes open, and. rep]ays *sc:enes'

“do’ ihm Ttisnatural, Jtisinnate. She doesn t care aboutthe’
; jactors on}y the characters. T h(.y are the-onés Who speaL
“aind Jook sad!y outof wmdows and’ Cﬁc molenﬂv .

“He took his eyes off the sc1een Iier head and shoul—s
- ders; thisis whai B -;Iookcd atya woman who mfmds ccmt :
"w1th oihcrs someizmes sxts in ]lCl OO stdrmv,.

) '.mzssm‘g, foomge, runmnrf nme e}even Iwurs twc}vc Exours,-
' 'nobociy Seems Sure; d: prmic,ged act;-a blessmg you travcl_
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drad lhc news cairie over the radm Marlon Emndo dead. SR
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him cvenmal Iy to leave: T ;ob at ihc post Gfﬁce zmd tﬂk: "up.
the life, full-time, with Flory’s encotiragement:+ -

“They were just getting to know each ‘other then. }Ic,d'ii".
Ircady started filling notebooks with facts and commentar- .
ies, personal interpretations; and she found this ﬁiscmatmg?::f
_A}ready stacks of those schoolroom notcbooks his lmndwrl B
ing unreadable; ha famillionwords, a mdhon words, ﬁlm by
film;, day by day, buil ding into a cuitur“d chronicle to} be. chs— '
covered a hundred years from riow, one man’s eccentrichis-.
tory of an entire era. He wasa'serious faan. This.is: what she:
loved about Leo, she said, seated on the floor snioking dopcl :
in:her undcrwear, with- Black gogg}cs wrap sed: around l"iBf:l" |
head: The:man was gripped by a passion; a. total i iinmersiort 5
that was uncompromising, and the notebooks were: solid evi-
deénceof this; ob}ecls your: could-clutch in your: Tiands, words
you could count, the tanglble tru{ix of a monkash c}edtcc;txo‘ ‘

e Al
'Ihenh s s

" “Movies. of evely Lmd from: everywhere, maps of. woﬂd‘_ o

imagety, and then you'stop? B
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° hmc ﬁphcd OL't-: Hc waﬁ\ed up :,.lc stalrs ne'lr mldmght'i

‘-Hoor slowmg hls pacc wary of mmmg thc nexghbor’s _
. “faced barkirig dog. Another end of anothier day The prew#
wous day had just: ended, it seemed; at this precise place on.

S thie :stazrmy, with the same cautious footstep, and hecould

| '.:we himself clearly; ¢ hc—:n and now, in:midstep.

: .:' THE SFARVEL NG

le! stopped hc. s*nd because ﬂm notcbooks had becon“

mm the ¥ cammng that‘;he was advam:i 3

"-\arorld news llc wanted the natw& xlC ci 15} frec of ¢ extranes. -
Cous sema’uon ‘
Henever %{Jokcd atticket seﬁm o t:cket tqkers. Smneone‘

Handed him a ticket, he handed ithackto someone ele. This
= s.taycd the same; almost everything stayed the same: But riow

:'days seemed to end an hour after they started: It was always
ot hc end of the day The d&v had no names and this should

o

All forgotten until the following night; when the'same feel-

e o mg ocuured 4t tiu, same plaee ohe s.tep from the landmg :

';7 I?E%St =t_h'ere was the crdsstown buis and th_enj the .subway,' 6 '
 train, uptown. He thought they were headed to a theater
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stmet?of row housc;s wzth ahm&mum wmngs _II _‘st0ppcd e e
md waited for-her to-enter one of the j 10USES. *ind: now the
stréet was. ‘empty. except, for him: : i
T He. w&lkccf slowly t back towzxrd'ﬂfch’éiiné’céﬁdﬁ"hétkhb‘t%’-
s _l?‘mcr what to make: of this: Did it contradict: c\e’ewthmg he'd

E e _;'c,ome to, bchcve almut het? This street, these: f'in‘llly homes, )
43 a I ap mto ﬂﬂ)hcfht 'md hc f{mnd iumsdf scanning a scene e difficu] Ity she faced in getting to theaters clustered. in
of Lcnemems hommg ;)m]ecis ;aoged streaks - of mofl ‘Manhaitan In away itmade erd mote: compe ling f gum BRI
““d ariveror mlei he Cmﬂd 1101 Kl‘?“hf}’ St conf rms,d hcr dctcrmmaﬂon the‘ dcpth of hc,r callmg ;

,Shc is purc hc is not Docs she fmget her uamc? Es 1t pos
ble fm her to 1magmc i’lO shghrest semblancc of wcH -bein;

o T A

_"::feei c‘cposcd dC’med Of ﬂm cover the,P“}tEC[WG ‘3 ra he'd . e _gBmce 'md leb Hc decm}cd to W'utmthm sicrht of the 'stcmijf e
;:prerienced bcne‘;__thm Sh('d 10"0} o SR o wayto the elevated tracks. If there was a movie to come, she
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- would show up eveniuaﬁy to g,et on’ the tram He ate some-
thing in Kabir's Bakery and waited, then went to. Dunkin’
- Donuts-and ate somcthmg else:and wa1‘red looking out the

'wzndow Was this. thc first food he’ 'dieaten, alI day Was she

edi"mg. w nle he was ectlmg? ]Dxd ihe Starvdma ml? o

Wﬂ[{)hed f:hcm he 50 seidom chd this evenmg slo wiy uufoIcL
ing; There' wag nothing here ‘fhal'wzzs not ordinary but he felt

lmrcl he was stmchng in’ froni 0
compelied to examine the 'sceng, searching for somethmcr . '_.gtamd mto tha, tmnqufem facad '

he. (,ouki not 1dentrfy Then he 5aW hel across; ihe %trcet

| -';‘bod}_‘: 'novmg along ﬁm wmdmg _,Let hnz : ‘c was reac?y o
strust; the: momeul be Eumself hkc a man bmcmgly aw‘ﬁ\e

1 afters ’i;laaxazc dream

wzllec ;t shc carrxcd it w:tl hcr the wazy ]ook and tauibody,
the inwardness, the void of touch; Who touched her, ever?.
She wore a dark sweater now, Vaneck, and thm was an:
umbrella handle jutting from the s} IOLIIdQI bag..
Take the umbrella; her sister had said. Just in case.
. He followed her-up the stairs to the. piatfoxm same, trac
'as hefore,. uptown, and. this was another reality to-absorb
that they were riot headed. back to- Manimﬁan They rode
five stops to-the end of the line and slu, wenlt to sticet leve]
and boarded a-waiting bus. He felt lost and. dumb Wandc' '
ing blind, a passive victim of some 5hadowy n"lampulatmn
‘He also felt close to.the point:of breaking off contact: The
busisat there; marked Bx29. People kept boarding and-after
" a.while he followed; taking a'seat near the front;, Nothmg;
happeried but time seemed to be rughing past. He could see
it out the wmdow sk}f darkemng, tinng% in m{)llc)n A map |

There was more. but what was 1’f? lt-:?v'"s someti}mg hed
ngver tried to pmetia‘ie untilriow, the crux of being who he |
“was anid undcrstandmg why he needcfi this. He sensed it in’
her knew it was there, the same half life. They hadno other -

he Greek‘s were.in Oueens | SR
Then they were moving past a }anésmpc of parkways
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L the one embedded thmg they were, stripped of the. faces tha
- come natu mlly to others. They were barefaced, bare-souled

“ 'md bound ilght emd thaylwcre Imm whcre ihey E)elonged
in the ;solatcd dark, being what they were, bunggsafe
d-

- .-'Mov:es take: placc in-the: dark This scczﬁﬁ
' ‘truth, just now stumbled upon.. ‘

“It-took him a moment to- reaim: that. thxs was i‘he same :‘
movie he'd seen the day before, way downtown, in Batte;yi
Park. He didn’t know how to feel about this. He decided’ not’
to. feel stupid. What would. happen when the movie endcd?é o

This is-what he ought to be tilmkmg about.

He watched it end the same way it had ended twc.nirvmfour :
hours ago. She remained in her-seat with people-shuffling -
past..He did the same; waiting for lier to tove, a full fifteén - -
Mow_c, ovex no wxsh"

mimites. Hc rccogmzed the: meanmc
,t IeeWe, n,o: 3

once, | hear her speak: 1few words? One touch maght ease the '
need. The. place‘ smelled of seat cushlom the dust of warm.., '
bodies, - o

2y hc restrooma were at the eud of a u)mdor “The. &redﬂs:‘ |
was clwmag out wheri she went in that direction. He: siood.',
at the head of the corridor, thinking, trying to. think: T ere "
-+ was nothing to trust but the.blank. mind. ‘Maybe he: feltthat.”
hé was standmg waich, waiting for the other women, if there’’
were any, to come out of the restroom. He wasn't sure.what -

he wanted to do next aud.ther} he walked down the hall -zmd

206

_- se]f T‘hey had no fakc sdf no veneef, T hey coul& only. be. 3 pushed open tm r}oor Shc, was’ at the washbasm fartl:est

and naybe t his is. why thcy ie -hcrt,_ ’__to .‘be safe‘ 'Ihe wi;rld-_:

an obsc,ure‘

"pt{lrx of hand. ﬂat against

THF STARVELING

and shc movad away toward th(: far wail :
ihore were gaps in the sﬂence a fcchng of stop and go
.She was -looking. pczst him.-She hac! the face ancI Lycs of

someone distantiin: time, a woman m a. palrltmg, curtcuns
_ hangmg inloose foids. Ile wanle(] one of them to’ say sotme-

hmg
" He smd The faucets in the men's toxiet aren’t wcnkmv
~This 5Lemcd mcomp]ctc i
“‘Tcameinhere,” he said, “to waah my hdndb
- He didn’t know what would happen next, The WIJI’(L <fia1c

. .of the.toilet was deathly. He felt sweat: wmkmg d!()ng h1s.

hou}cicrs cmd down h;s back Even if sheé y wgs_;n tfacmg h;m-

He. nocided to her absurd]y Her f.au,.andl zmds wem silli_-

. j "j ‘wet: She stood with one arm bent in front of her bitt it didn’t
cem dlofemive to him. She was ot fendmg, siavmg off, She

18 caught 1-midmotion;  the: other arm at-her:side,
he wall:: '

He tried to imagine what he looked lx%cz, to her nman of

‘some size, some years, but w]m’c dld he look like. to anyone?:
”HchaanidCd o S ,
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hke omethmv we always i\new'bv ‘(md f)ver but v

o "Squme lheater gone Tiow, 'and‘ can t remember the title of
the movie. This should: drive: mie crazy but it doesn’t: 50me~
‘thmg ‘.wpponed to.my memory. somewliere: dlmlg thc wa
I fbccausf, T'don’ 't sleep.well. Slcc,p aud memory are inte
twined. There’s a bus. bung hijacked; péopleé dead, I'was the
:'only' person i the theater. The: theater was 1ocate:d down
,,undcr a momtcr store mlhnﬂ C‘Ds DVDS heada(,ts video
.LdSSth&LS all kinds of audio equipment; and: you go into’ ﬂ'

“store and down some’ stairs.and ther’s a-movie lheater nd
s ,:‘you buy a hckct and go in. I uscd Lo Ruow evarythmg abm

'_ o sm.ks 1 dou ¢ thmk peoplelooke_ ‘at his Nobod
' ‘wanted to do that. ihm [ cameto Néw Yor éand,_hg]amp—
1ac1c in Ty I00m: starfcd bummo Outof nowhere ﬂanms

'whcn ét was over an& ’zhe fau_
' "a‘fcr 10 wash my hands Tha

helc Was ’chere-: a rcﬁeshment stané? Iﬁns much
+ rcmcmbcr the e.xpermnce ttself ‘]]011(.2 in thls place: watc?:z
. ingraamovie infa Ianguagc j ,clbn t: mldelsmnd w;th sub
© . Hes;down underthe street, gerie’ and tombhke passengcr
. dead; hl;acku dead, clnvcr survives, sore kids survive.
- uscd to know ‘every i:t]e of every foreign film in: [’nghsi

anyw

;'-ever zt was that was: happcmng here A marin: the woumh 5
ail the witness needed to see, 2 man’ standmgf

. nearthe tow of washbasins, a wotnan against: thc far wal e
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frW’is ihe man threatcmng tI : : " agai'ﬁst- ﬂie '{ré"all_ Dld :
;thc man intend to approach ﬂm womcm and plC.SS hertoth
f_hard tile surfac,c, in the Ularmg hght? T he witness would also
‘be-a.woman, he-thought. ‘ 4 Jook. What
_'would the man do to.them,
ghtbuta blur of mmg]cd_:mages»but wasalsoa
; ht, and he ncaﬂy'closed his eyes to sec it mote clearly. **
| hen shc was away from:the wall.She took:two tantative_ :
steps toward him, snatched her shoulder bag from the floor: -
and edged qmckiy along the: stalls-and. past him, awund
‘him. They were gone, both women, with Leo feclmg he had.
a desperate second left before he wentto-his kriees; hauds too .
chest, everything from everywhere, a billion hvmg mmuteb,-“
all converging at this still point. e
~But he remained where he was, mndmg IIe mmed_‘.-"'
toward the washbasin and stared into it fora time, He ran the -
water and tapped the soap dispenser, washing his: hands thorwi: o
oughly and. meihodlc&lly, as if to-comply- w1t] reg |
He paused again, remenibering what came next; and t mn
reachied for a paper towel; and ancther, and 'one morc. 5
“The corridor was enpty. There were people: commg up.
on the escalator, 4 late feature about to start, He stood and =
watched them; txymg to dc.mde whe%hcr to .stay or: go

in e;pret Tare feet ogether legs lzghﬂyh
k "ees md tinghs the mlsed Arms: pem‘uttmg a-

Hc cainein ra}n—soakcd chmbmg the staus slowly. One step -
froms the third ]andmg he recalled the matching moment of .
the previous: night; seeing himsclf {akc the step one’ day s
end collapsing into the other. I TR Tk

He entered the flat quietly and sdt on ihe cot: unlacmg
hls shoes. Then he looked up,.shoes still on, thinking some-
thing' was not right. The ‘pale. fiuoreqcenf light over the'
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