	Romanticism
	Transcedentalism
1820s – 1830s
	Dark Romanticism /
Anti-Transcedentalism
1840s – 1860s

	
	Ralph Emerson, H.D. Thoreau, Margaret Fuller
	Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Edgar Allan Poe

	Reaction to the Age of Reason, industrialization, dominance of scientific thought
	Reaction to the Age of Reason
+
Reaction to Protestant work ethic, urban modernization
+
Revival of pioneer spirit (self-reliance)
	Reaction to Utopian-like views of Transcedentalism

	Emphasis on Imagination, Intuition, Feeling
	Emphasis on Imagination, Intuition, Feeling
+
The human psyche = tormented by guilt and sin, madness, derangement

	Individual primarily good
	Man is born good

---will choose to create rather than destroy
---will choose right if given the choice
	Man is born with the stain of the original sin = limitations
--- will destroy while trying to create
---will choose wrong if given a choice

	
	One can only find God in Nature
	One can only find God through good works and life experience
---finding God cannot be a certainty until afterlife

	Nature is to be worshipped
	Nature is pure and definitely good
Regressing to nature leads to personal serenity and spiritual growth
	Nature is vast and incomprehensible, reflects struggle between Good and Evil
Nature causes pain (natural disasters)

	
	Belief in Universal Truths
	Belief in Individual Truths

	
	Oversoul
	Only Heaven and Hell



