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This paper looks to identify traces of neopopulist discourse used by left-wing populist 

actors. It sets off by providing a contrastive qualitative analysis of the lexical item strategic 

in collocational clusters and argues that these are often discursively deployed to assign 

overtones of centrist, neoliberal populism to a more traditional or “old” left-wing populist 

ideology. It will be shown how English, Greek and French left-wing populist 

communication is played out by analyzing political speeches and news items. I argue that 

the semantic associations established between the business domain, by using the lexical 

items strategy and strategic, and that of politics may be key for legitimizing policies 

underway and for fostering trust-building. Also, this paper analyses other legitimization 

mechanisms deployed by Greek left-wing populist communication actors such as 

harnessing specific metaphors to enact a narrative of modesty for political actors. 
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