Studying Greek History
through Inscriptions



Curse tablets



Latin: tabella defixionis, defixio; Greek: kotddcopnog

Thin sheets of lead with the text scratched letters. They are sometimes discovered along
with small dolls or figurines (sometimes inaccurately referred to as, «Voodoo dolls» which

may also be pierced by nails.

The texts written on them ask the gods of the underworld (Pluto, Charon, Hecate, and
Persephone), demons or deceased persons to perform (via mediation) an action on a
person or object.

Frequently, such curse tablets are also inscribed with additional, otherwise meaningless
words that are not recognizable as belonging to any known language (vocae mysticae).
Some examples: Mozouni, Perpertharona, laia, Friourix. Such words lend to the tablets and

the texts on them a kind of supernatural efficacy.
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The curses concerned

court cases: the one who addresses the curse asks that the opposing litigant ("May
he...") botches his performance in court or forget his words.

erotic cases: a man or woman wants to punish a lover or secure the love of a desired
person.

rivals in the theater, amphitheater and circus or rivals in business. The pattern is
the same as In the court cases: the one who addresses the curse asks that his rival

botches his performance or his business.

thieves or other criminals.
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Curse in lead, Athens, 4th




* The curses were placed in wells, tombs, springs, generally in dark
and underground places, where the gods and demons of the

underworld could hear better.

* Curse tablets targeted at thieves or other criminals may have been
more public, and more acceptable; some scholars even refuse to
apply the word "curse" to such "positive" texts, preferring

expressions such as "judicial prayers".



Public curses
Syll.3 37-38, Teos, 469-459 BC

O0TIS ¢ PAQUAKX : ONANTI-

owx : totot : et Tnloot-

Vi TO ELVOV : 1) €TU LN, & K-
&vov : amoAAvoOal : kal a-

5 V1OV : Kal YEVOG : TO KEVO ¢
O0TIC : €g YNV : TV TNV : k-
wAvOL : oltov : eoayeofat :

1] TEX VL : ] HNXAVT)L & T) KAT-
a Oadaooav : 1) kat’ NTTeLQo-
10 v : 1 eoaxOévta : avwOeolin, :
amoAAvoOal : kal avt-

OV : KAL YEVOG ¢ TO KEVO.



*Who ever should make deadly drugs for the
Teian community or for an individual, destroy
him and his family. Whoever stops the
importation ot grain into the Teian land or repels
it as it is being imported either with skill or
device and on sea or on land, destroy him and his
family.



Love curse, Macedonia, 4" ¢. BC
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* [OETIIMAZ KAI AIONYZOODQNTOZ TO TEAOZ KAI TON TAMON
KATATPADQ KAI TAN AAAAN MAZAN TY[NAIK]JQN KAI XHPAN
KAI TTAPOENQN MAAIZTA AE OETIMAZ KAl INMAPKATTIOEMAI

MAKPQNI KAI [TOIZ] AAIMOZI KAI ONOKA EFO0 TAYTA
AIEAEZAIMI KAl ANAITNOIHN NAALIN ANOPO=zAZA. [TOKA

TAMAI AIONYZOOQNTA NMPOTEPON AE MH. MH TAP AABO
AANNAN TYNAIKA AAAN H EME. [EME A]JE ZYNKATAIHPAZAI
AIONY2OOPQNTI



| bind the solemn marriage of Thetima and Dionysophon with
a spell written, and the marriage of all other women who are

widows or virgins, but especially of Thetima; and | cast the

spell on Macron and the demons. And If | ever dig up and
unroll and read these words, then let Dionysophon be married,
and not before; for | will not have another wife taken from me,

but | will grow old with Dionysophon and no other.



Curse tablets in the Museum of Archeology

and History of Art
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M.-Th. Le Dinahet-Couilloud, «Deux tablettes
d’imprécation», BCH 91, 1967, 513-515

Noavciotpatoc Atyi,
Nwkovouoc Novoiot-

pdto, Xuikvloc Atyraledc, Zuik-
VOV Atyraede, Apictoarynog
AvapAvotiog, Evktnuov,
KAeootpatn Navciotpdto Aiy,
Zevokpitn Zuwvbo Ondev.






M.-Th. Le Dinahet-Couilloud, «<Deux tablettes
d’imprécation», BCH 91, 1967, 515-517

A

Morig,

TNV YA®-

Tav (SIC) avTic
KO TNV

yoxnv

Kol T

Epya: evav[tio]
[y]évotto

amovTa,

B

TeAnoiag,

Moacyivn,

| X ]ooiog,

Apuévioc,

['TA]ovkéng,
AnuocTpatoc

Avo[i]vikoc, I'hav(k)immog,
[Hopeiin
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