
• THEATERS ABSORBED RECOURCES 

DURING THE 4TH CENTURY BC

• THEATERS AND CITY WALLS 

BECOME THE EXPRESSION OF A 

COTY’S INDEPENDENCE

• THEY DO NOT APPEAR IN NON 

DEMOCRATIC CITIES

• CEREMONIAL THEATERS







THE ROMAN THEATER









ARCHAIC AND CLASSICAL PERIODS

• MISSING ARHCAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE

• VERY FEW REPRESNTATIONS ON ART

ἄθλα ἐπὶ Πατρόκλῳ, 580-570 π.Χ.



WOODEN SCENE





KNOSSOS

GOURNIA

Anti, C, 1947 Teatri greci arcaici



LATO

THORIKOS

Anti, C, 1947 Teatri greci arcaici



ATHENS: EARLY CLASSICAL PERIOD



DEUS EX MACHINA







• NO STANDARD TYPOLOGY

• A CAVEA ON A NATURAL SLOPE

• STRAIGHT WOODEN SEATS

• ORCHESTRA IS RECTANGULAR, ROUND OR OBLONG

THEATERS OF THE CLASSICAL PERIOD



4TH CENT. – HELLENISTIC PERIOD

• THEATERS SPREAD ALL OVER THE HELLADIC AREA

• CLEAR TYPOLOGY

• STONE, MONUMENTAL, STUCTURES

• FOLLOW THE EVOLUTION OF TRAGEDY

• EMPHASIS ON THE SCENE



THORIKOS



THEATER OF DIONYSOS IN 

ATHENS, 330 BC



RUNE FREDERICKSEN 2002

• 1. URBAN THEATER

• 2. THEATER OUTSIDE THE CITY 

WALLS AND INSIDE A SANCTUARY

• 3. OUTSIDE CITY WALLS AND 

OUTSIDE A SANCTUARY



INDEPEDENCE

MEGALOPOLIS



CEREMONIAL THEATERS

CABEIROI



SANCTUARY OF ARTEMIS, 

SPARTA, 570 π.Χ. 

Διαμαστίγωσις



OROPOS. 2nd C BC

NEW COMEDY







VESSEL FROM ITALY WITH 

AEYRIPIDES’ PLAY IN A THEATER



LINDOS, RODOS / RHODES. 

250 π.Χ.
*





TOMB FACADES AS THEATER 

SCENES



TYPOLOGY

Frederiksen, R. 2000. «The Greek Theatre. A Typical Building in the Urban Centre 

of the Polis?», στο T.H. Nielsen, Even more Studies in the Ancient Greek Polis.

Papers from the Copenhagen Polis Centre 6 (Historia Einzelschriften 162) 65-124  



Τύπος Β



TYPE B

MEGALOPOLIS



Τύπος Β

ELIS



Τύπος Β

PHILIPPI



TYPE C. ATHENS



Θέατρο Διονύσου

(Γώγος, Σ. 2005. Το αρχαίο θέατρο του Διονύσου)



THRONE OF DIONYSOS’ PRIEST

THRONE



RETAINING WALLS



Σκηνικό οικοδόμημα

Στοά Διος, Αγορά



TYPE C

PIRAEUS

ISTHMIA



ALTAR IN THE MIDDLE

TYPE EPIDAUROS  360 - …













Εδώλια



SCENE

PROSCENIA

PARASKENIA



Τύπος Ε

PRIENE, 300 BC

FIRST TWO STOREYED SKENE





Τύπος Ε

EPHESOS



EPHESOS,

SCENE AS LARGE AS THE CAVEA



Τύπος Ε

LINDOS, RODOS , RHODES



Τύπος F



Τύπος F

THASOS



Τύπος F

CASSOPEM EPIRUS



Τύπος G

Θέατρο Περγάμου

Θέατρο Μεταποντίου


