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CEREMONIAL PYRES

One particular aspect of religious ffe for the inhabitants of
ancient Athens was the “ceremonal pyres”, as scholars call
the relics of a category of refigius practices known only
from archaeological excavations. These were fires it in
smal, shallow pits which are found in settiement sites, usu-
ally beneath the floors of houses, instalations or workshops
but absent from public areas. They are chiefly known from
the large excavations of the Athenian Agora, the Areopagus,
the Kerameikos and recently from the excavation for the
ACROPOLS station of the MRA, on the Makryianni plot.
The pits of pyres contain remains of buring (ash, charcoal)
animal o bird bones as wel as small or large groups of
burnt and often smashed vases, of specific shapes. Thus, in
the pyres we find drinking vessels (kentharoi, skyphoi), min-
iature versions of tablewares (bows, basins and plates of
dferent kinds), miniatures of kitchen utensis (saucepans,
dishes), vases for ol or aromatics (lekythoi, alabastra, per-
fume bottles) and lamps. It is thought that many of these
were speciically manufactured for religious use, since they
are aimost exclusively found at the sites of ceremorial pyres,
in tombs and as burial offerings.

It is not absolutely certain if the presence of vases in pyres
had orly a symbolic mezning or if they ~ or most of them
were used for making fibations and for deposits of fixed of-
ferings. The absence of written sources makes it particuarly
dificult to review the ceremony and interpret. the custom.
However, from the character of the finds - very sirong fu-
nerary elements — 1t folows that the character of the pyres
was chttonic and consequently the recpients of the offerings
would have belonged to the chthoric powers of Greek reli
gon and particulrly to those who, if appeased, could have
protected against or warded off evl from private land. t has
been stated that the ceremorial pyres were a kind of sacri-
ficil foundation deposit and were related to the construction,
renovation or reuse of a structure by new owners.

As far s the appearance and chronological span of the
custom is concerned, our knowledge is not yet sufficient,
for the time being at least. As far as we know, the cus-
tom goes back to the 5th c. BC, although it is practised
more frequently in the 4th and 1t half of the 3rd c. BC.
Until precisely when it survives is also unknown. Unti re-
cently, it was thought that it did not continue after the
midde of the 3rd c. BC, but excavation at the Makryian-
Ti plot has provided new evidence. Thus, after a first ap-
praisal of the nine ceremonial pyres which have come to
fight, two date to the end of the 5th c. BC, five to the
end of the 4th or beginning of the 3rd c. BC, one to the
middle of the 2nd or a litte later and the last, to the Ist
quarter of the st c. BC.

In the exhibition, pyre 7 was chosen for presentation since:
its content is typical of the kind of offerings which ceremo-
nial pyres contained when the custom reached its peak, and
pyre 2, since it bears witness to its survival even in times.
later than those in which it was until recently thought to
have been practised.

COMMENTARY - BIBLIOGRAPHY: For ceremonal pyres 0
general see Thompson - Wycherley 1972, 16, pl 26t Agora X, 45;
Krigge - Kovascovics 1981, 388; Shear 1973, 15L; Shear 1984, 45-
47, Young 1961, 110-130; Krigge - von Freytag 1987, 488, fig. 14;
Koigge 1993, 13, fig. 118, Agora YN, 212216; Dlewepdio
forth; Jorden - Rotroff 1999, 147-154.
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47 SINGLE-SPOUTED LAMP MOULDED INTO
“THE FIGURE OF A CHILD DEITY (TELESPHOROS)
Late 204 - ealy 3d ¢ AD.,

BNV N0, M 26,
MAXH.0136,.OF BODY 0034 TH.OFBODY 0035,
DELsHM

Complete; unstable. Pale rosy o orangey
clay with a litle mica. The cylindrical base
has a moulded ring in its middle and a
second on its upper part, forming a ped-
estal for the figure. A semicircular spout
sticks up and projects from this. The
body has the figure of a standing boy fic-
ing the viewer and portrays the healing
god. Telesphoros. On the back of the fig-
wre. a broad filling hole; vertical handle
with suspension hole at mid-height. Trac-
es of burning on the spout confirm its
function. The lamp is mould-made. Tt is
totally covered with vivid brown-red
paint, flaking in places.

The figure is portrayed with a garment
~ a cloak, which lies heavily covering the
whole body to the ankles, while the hood
this god normally wears is thrown back
leaving the head uncovered. The fe
(with moulded toes indicated), partof the
neck and the extremity below the gar-
ment are bare. The garment totally cov-
exs the arms which are stuck on the body
at mid-height and bent forwards; the
palms of the hands, turned inwards, lifi

the cloth in such a way as to create a fold
just as it falls. Curved grooves on the
back of the figure indicate the pleats
formed by the garment as it hugs the
body. The cloak closes in front at the
waist with an accentuated vertical groove,
while the hood is moulded. The facial
features and hair are depicted in relicf
The pupils of the eyes are accentuated by
impressed dots. The long hair has tresses
in relief above the forehead where the
parting is. On the sides, groups of curved
grooves. The ringlets on the back and
sides of the head are arranged in three
xous. The back of the handle is embel-
lished with a groove.

commenTaRy -

JoGRAPHY: Unpublished.
The ohid gog Tolesphoros appears very fae n the
Groek and Roman pariheon. His worship penrated
Athens fom Pergamon in th last years o the 2nd c.

AD.. perhaps as a result of the great plague whk
Spread to Athens I AD. 165, having come from
solders of Marcus Aureus duing the Partian can
paign. Then. s mentoned tht Telesphoros freed &
land of the Kekiopidas (1. Atica) fom the plags
Dusing the time of Hadrian, a great extension of 1
worship can be seen in many fegions of the Graect
Roman world. His depicion on lamps is commot
Many have been found in Athens datingto th late 20
and fst hal of the 3 . AD.

The name Telesphoros means *he who accompishe
the purpose”. As a god of healing, he consituies
symool of eternal e and occurs aiter by himsel ¢
Wwith Asklepsios. Hs rligious imporiance and his bt
cullar appearance s not ciear, athough he s cartan
connected wih the heaing practioes of Aslepeics. |
aninscripton ofthe 3rd . AD, from Athens, there 5
ymn to Asklepsios, Hygiea and Telesonoras, wher
e ater s referrd o 25 “phacsinbicios’, et s
‘who caries the ight to morial. Ho is connectad it
octumal rtuals 2 wel as with a vision of Asllan A
toides where the brightness of Taesphoros was uncoh
ered by him during the night. Lamps withthe figure ¢
Telespharos strke terror nto el spis of iines
hrough his power. The common accurence of
spoutinthe shape of a phalus is an ndication ofthe i
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cfth god. hence e referenca torim n e
Zoophoros (hrnger of fe), Tlesphoros s
oresantod standing and facing e vewsr (o
o of a bas) i a closk wrich has a hood
e fce and aays the egs fee. The cepic-
fure s avays taic. s epresertaton wi
signly pojectng bonth he ok and .
constutes a varizton of e type, exacty 25
. 47, feaure of e tim of Hackin, Wih
y projecting arms, the good heaing god in-
o necs help 0 come cose o hm
troducton of he worship of Telesphoros in
geraV,52:53,n.9:1. Fo  comespaning
ofamp see Agora V., 52 no. J14 (L2301), .
aabl dmensions: e 2nd . AD. the fgure
ood hrow on he shoukers), no. L2SE 1
2t inthe shepe of a phallus) and o, L3104
D). Fornformation regardng the worship of
o8 s60 LIMC VL1 870878, 5. Telesphoros
60205 Forthe inscripton hich cortains
i refers 1o GaeoivBpotog and Lwopopos see
0 G 0y for s it th furs of Tees-
ce Op.t. 871, 6028 and 76676, For 2p
ons see Agora I, 5, 35, 75, p. 27, o, 954
with uncovered head and spot inhe shape
s 5t hal G . A D), e for Telespho-
oo see nos, 94, 949,51, 655,

HA

GLESPOUTED LAMP
<AD.

2610
6 MAXL .75 MAXH. 0063 B, 2036 M.

complete. Fine, orangey clay, At-
e underside is circular and formed
rooving. A broad and low body,
entral filling hole with a small cir-
oncave disc formed around it. The
is high and separated from the
oad surrounds by a groove on
side. 1t has a curved projecting
aised, vertical handle with sus-
n hole. Intense traces of burning
spout demonstrate its use. Mould-
Unpainted
nderside has a fragmentarily pre-
incised inscription: EYIO/PoY,
Iy Evndpov, [of] Euporos). The
decorated with impressed radial
tion. The surrounds have relief

s leaves aliernating with grapes, with
ashoot twisted between them. The back
of the handle is decoraed along its
Tength with two grooves and ends in a
moulded vine leaf near the basc.

isLI0GRAPHY: Unpublished.
The lamp belongs to examples of 313 ¢ AD. Atic
lamps thatimiate the corresponding Corritian lamps.
The racia decoration of the isc and the mi around
the edge is charactenstc of Corntian products. The
mouded eatat the end of the handle i reminscent of
metalworking. One can ecagrise ntislamp an efort
o/miate the hght, slegant body of Carniian amps s
wol 2 the appropriate cay. The Inscripton on the
aso of the lamp refes 10 the workshop of Euporos
who s known in Corih but 5 not met amangst the At
tic werkshops of the perod that were located i the
Anenian Agora

For alamp mported fom Corinth wih simiar docora
tion see Agora I, pl. 8. no. 271 (fom & much used
o o thefate 20 say . AD. ancfor siiles
At lamps of the 3rd-4h ¢ AD. soe nos. 1470 ang
1472 (begring of rd ¢ ADJ, no. 1474 (2nd hal of
310 AD). pl 28, For comesponding lmps of e 21
31 AD. sea Clement 1871, 101-111 {wit an nscrip-
tion o Euporos and smilardecoration 107, AL 7073
o187, Forthe imtation of Corinthin lamps in At
ian workshops in the st nafl of the 3rd ¢ AD. sée
Karwer 1996,33.For eference fo he workshop of
poros as a large Cornthan workshop that exported
Iamps duing the 3rd c. AD. see Bruneau 1977, 285
Forlamps withan analogous inscrition see sthmia
67, 1yp0 YOOI, nos. 2796.2797, pl. 30 and Corinth V.
ol XK nos. 731734,
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This is a water well about 1850 m. deep, cut
ifto the bedrock with a diameter of 1 m.,
apart from the upper section lined with
stone which is 0.64 m. in diameter.
It was investigated i1 two stages: a. Dur-
ing the excavation, part of the stone lin-
ing was found, which rested on the bed-
rock. From there downwards, it was cut
into-the rock. The upper level of fill was
taken off, a stratum 055 m. thick, which
chiefly contained pottery of the late Byz-
antine period. b. During digging for the
construction of the station basement, the
lower section of the shaft was located
down to its bottom at a depth of 19 m.
from the surface. The fill collapsed in ui-
formly and for the most part contained
pottery of Roman and Late Roman date. A
good number of complete vessels were re-
covered amongst wiich were ten almost
whole bucket-shaped vessels

ChK

49 BUCKET-SHAPED VESSEL (KADOS)
End of 2ad - beginning o 3rd ¢ AD.

1950, M 2556
H0323 MAXD 0194 3D, 0111, 0073 M

Complete. Tt has small chips off the edge
of the base and there are traces of wheel-
marks on the body. Rosy-brown dlay with
clusions. The vessel is covered in a
whitish slip that in places differs radically
in colour (brownish to dark brown hue)
probably due 1o its proximity to an oxid-
ising object. It has a ring base and ovoid
body. The broad, cylindrical and rather
high neck ends in a ring-shaped rim 10
which s attached a basket-handle with
three grooves along its back

COMMENTARY - BIBLIOGRAPHY: Unpublished
e kagos is a vessel fr transporting and probably
rawing water, The earer examples have a g base
and a non-existent neck. Gradually from the st c.
AD. onwards, the neck s developed whie the vases
become more slender and the bases are given a ow
00t It appears tha the shape occurs more arely cur
ing the 313, and s out of use before tha baginning of
e athc. AD,
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CITY ROAD NETWORK:
STREET I IN MAKRYIANNI SITE

The archaeological investigation of the Makryianni site
produced some interesting facts about the ancient
city's road network in the area south of the Acropo-
lis. The information obtained is of particular signifi-
cance because our knowledge of the ancient technique
of building roads, of establishing their course and lay-
ing it out, and of vehicles and the harness of pack-
animals, is far from complete. Research so far has
mostly dealt with the Roman road network.

The lack of a co-ordinated effort on the part of city-
states, the peculiarity of the terrain, and settlement in
coastal areas did not favour the growth of a consid-
erable road network similar to the Roman one, which
was noted for its paved surfaces, road-metal and large
technical works.

Special attention was paid in antiquity to roads serv-
ing the carriage of merchandise and affording access
to sanctuaries (Sacred Ways). The Sacred Way was
the main thoroughfare in the road plan of a city in
Classical Greece. It started out from a gate — one of
the city exits — and ended in the forecourt of a sanc-
tuary. Divinities such as Hermes, Hekate, Apollo Agyi-
eus and Artemis were considered protectors of roads.
The roads themselves were held to be sacred, ac-
counting for the custom of burying the dead either
side of them. The carriage roads of Athens (amaxitoi,
chariot or wagon roads; /eophoroj, thoroughfares; /ao-
phoroij, highways; eftheiai, “straights”, grid-roads), dirt
roads without paving or lighting (as both Plutarch and
Aristophanes point out), followed the natural lie of the

land and were not everywhere the same width and sel-
dom allowed two wagons to pass each other with ease.
Though we know very little about the maintenance of
roads, their systematic upkeep has been established
as a result of excavating them. Also we learn from
writers that among the duties of the astynomoi, the
city magistrates, and later of the agoranomoi, the
clerks of the market-place, was the obligation to see
to it that roads were kept clean by the koprologoi
the “dung-collectors®, and in good repair by the road-
makers and state slaves. The minimum width was laid
down by law and the law governed a person's free-
dom to display goods where in so doing he did not
obstruct the traffic. The owners of roadside land were
responsible for surfacing, or the cost of surfacing, that
section of the road which was their frontage with it.
The magistrates were obliged to exact the expenses
and to fine offenders.

Street works were normally limited to surfacing or
paving the route and in some instances to digging out
the wheel tracks for the greater convenience of com-
munication which was either on foot or with pack an-
imals or wagons, usually two-wheeled. Wagons were
pulled by oxen, horses, donkeys or mules, wearing not
metal shoes but a kind of grass shoe. Wagon or char-
iot wheel ruts, a basic feature of ancient roads, were
either natural, the result of use, or man-made, cut into
the rock, particularly on difficult stretches. In such
cases they served as tracks or ruts that guided the
carts, mainly those whose front wheels were higher
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than the frame itself. Using them prevented the animals
from slipping. The depth of these ruts was greater on
downhill slopes, possibly because of brake action on
the wheels. They were usually only 5 to 7 cm. deep
and from 10 to 15 cm. wide, while it is clear from
the distance between them that the length of the ve-
hicles' axis was 140 m. The initial depth and width
cannot be ascertained on account of the wear and
tear arising from use. The gradient is often in excess
of 1:10, while in difficult places the transverse inclina-
tion (camber) of wheel-tracks is very great.

A road network calls for a strong centralised author-
ity to undertake and implement its construction and
maintenance. It is likely that one of the six roads dis-
covered in the excavation for the MRA. on the Makry-
janni site, Street |, was the subject of such a state
initiative. The road formed a junction with the main
road artery in the area (Street IV) which, proceeding
from the city, led to a gate in the fortification wall
surrounding the city (Phaleron Gate). Street | linked
Street IV to the Sanctuary of Dionysos to the north,
while to the south it crossed another road (Street II).
The finds suggest that Street | was in use from the
middle of the 4th c. B.C. till the 7th c. AD. The open-
ing of it and its route are to be associated probably
with the rebuilding of the Theatre of Dionysos, a project
attributed to the orator Lycurgus which occurred in
about 330 B.C. Research established that the road was
constructed over an earlier one of unknown width and
running in the same direction. Some lengths of a wa-
ter conduit of circular section, connected with this ear-
lier road and laid in a ditch dug in the bedrock inside
the western retaining wall of Street |, have been pre-
served. The conduit (no. 30), dating to the 5th c. B.C,
is an important find because it is proof of an activity
in the public domain, related perhaps to a systematic
attempt to plan the layout of the area.

The bed of Street | is 4 m. wide and lies in a NW-SE
direction; it can be traced for about 40 m. on the ex-

9. ACROPOLIS Station. Section of the ancient Street I, noting
the successive street layers, the embankments and the central sewer.

10. ACROPOLIS Station. View of Street I from the North.
The excavation recorded a series of extended works on different parts
of the street at various staces. for the maintenance of the central sewer.
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cavation site, while other lengths of it have been dis-
covered to the north in earlier excavations. In the
course of its excavation, between thirteen and sixteen
surface levels were identified and removed (fig. 9).
These levels correspond with chronological phases of
the use, maintenance and repair of the road. They were
only partially preserved because they had been brok-
en up by ditches dug for the laying of lateral drain-
age conduits, by foundation trenches of later retain-
ing walls, natural deterioration and the large central
drainage culvert running the full length of the road (fig.
10). The depth of these levels varied between 007 and
0.23 m. They consisted mainly of ground rock, clay,

11. ACROPOLIS Station. View of Street I from the North.
A number of side drains, leading to the central sewer, are visible.

12. ACROPOLIS Station. Ground plan of Street I and front views
of its embankments.

sand, shingle, small stones, cinders, finely ground tiles
and pottery fragments. These last, together with the
coins so often found on roads, help to date the sev-
eral surface levels. The earliest such level of Street |
(4th c. B.C.) was laid over a very solid substratum 0.20
m. in depth made of well-compacted earth, shingle and
vase sherds. Most of the levels bore traces of wheel
tracks which had been repeatedly repaired, a measure
made necessary by the flow of rain-water or by do-
mestic or workshop use causing wear and tear that
endangered the passage of pedestrians and vehicles.
Such recurrent repairs are evidence of a much frequent-
ed roadway.

Street | was bounded to the east and west by the
retaining walls, only partially preserved, in which dif-
ferent building and chronological phases were recog-
nised (fig. 12). The walls were constructed largely of
conglomerate stone but also of hewn masonry and other,
re-used, material. Their width varied between 0.60 and
0.80 m. and they were preserved to a height of about
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WELLS AND SYSTEM OF WATER CISTERNS

The particular geographic-topographic location of the site
SE of the Acropolis, at the junction of at least two major
arterial roads, draws attention to a powerful, if not com-
ercial, at least residential presence in the area. An
indication of this is a wide water-supply network consisting
of a very large number of wells - no less than thirty wells
cut into the bedrock, as well as the siting of five pear-
shaped cisterns with linings of hydraulic cement, for
collecting the rain-water. Moving away from the area of
the Makryianni plot, following the passage of the under-
ground digger, known among the Athenians as the “Metro-
mole”, a considerable number of wells cut into the bedrock
were |ocated with the same frequency as the ones on the

WELL 21/
T

oy

plot, both in a northerly direction towards the SYNTAGMA
Station and south towards the SYNGROU-FIX Station (fig.
14-15).

The cisterns, found in the basements of houses and build-
ings in general, collected water from the roofs sloping
towards the interior courtyard, where the well of access
for the cistern is also found. Usually, a second shaft acts
as another access point, probably for drawing the contents
(fig. 13).

The need to increase the capacity of the cisterns unifies
other such systems with underground tunnels, likewise cut
into the chalk, though normally without the cement lining.
Such a complex is located in the excavation for the MRA,
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on the Makryianni plot, in the region that is bounded by
ancient Streets | and IV.

It comprises three different, at first autonomous, systems of
cisterns, most probably of Hellenistic date, which were joined
up during the Late Roman - Early Christian period, by means
of an underground tunnel, with one large built cistern shaped
like a paralielogram. The connection probably happened in
order to supply the built cistern with water, indicating that
the cistern was still in use at that time.

Reference is made to the system which consists of pear-
shaped cistern Vil and well 9, to the system discovered in
the south consisting of two shallow wells 12 and 13 which
are joined by a tunnel and, finally, to the system of cistern

14. ACROPOLIS Station. Pottery from well 68, subsequent
to its collapse during the construction of a trial tunnel.

15. ACROPOLIS Station. The contents of the collapsed well 68,
in the tunnel built for the installation of the “Metro-mole”.

Il whose access well has not been found, probably due to
its location outside the excavation area.

These three early autonomous systems worked throughout
the Roman period, collecting rain-water in three different
houses or, more likely, one settlement complex. The systems
are reinforced with very strong hydraulic mortar, whilst the
connecting tunnel is simply cut into the chalk, with a height
of about 1 m, width of 0.70 m, and a total length of about
10 m. Of the built cistern, only the bottom with the cutting
for the passage of the connecting tunnel and some of the
side walls built of brick slabs were preserved. Very likely,
the whole system was united in construction with a large
paved hall located to the north, this also dating to the Late
Roman - Early Christian period.

The levelling of the surface of the ground to create a Byz-
antine cemetery strengthens our information concerning the
intended use of the system of cisterns and the identity of
the owners of the land.

After studying the entire system, we observe the special
need for water in the Late Roman and Early Christian periods
in the area.
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